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MISSION STATEMENT
American Lutheran Church attempts to always be a warm
and caring place by -
! WELCOMING everyone to our Church.
! CARING about our community.
! SHARING our faith with others.
! GIVING of our time, talent, and treasure.
! GROWING in God’s Word.

The ALC Church
Council Members listed
are here to listen and to

serve: Sharon Lynn, President;
Scott Langerud, Vice-President;
Doug Obermoller, Secretary;
Mike Christensen, Treasurer;
Lyle Gadda; Pat Remme;
Cindy Frederickson; Dick
Rickbeil; Janelle Saufley; Gary
Brandt, Sharon Johansen and
Barb Williams.

THE PERSONNEL COMMIT-
TEE OF ALC MEETS ON THE
THIRD MONDAY OF EACH
MONTH AT 7:00 PM in the Heri-
tage Room. We invite congregation
members to bring concerns, ideas
and other topics of discussion to the
committee meeting. Staff members
have been asked to encourage mem-
bers to use this avenue as their time
is valuable in other areas. Please
consider using this as a communica-
tion tool. Also, please contact the
church office ahead of time to be
placed on the agenda.

The Confirmation
students will be
serving an evening
meal for The Ban-
quet as part of a
service project on
Wednesday, De-
cember 30.
Adults will also be needed to help
with this project. The Banquet is a
needy family mealsite.
Sign-up sheets are available in the
narthex.
Contact Nancy Zaske with questions
(727-0629).

WANTED!!

Please join us for
food and fellow-
ship as we meet
together as Senior Saints. You
do not have to be a “senior” saint
to join us!!

Due to conflicts, we will
now be meeting the 2nd Monday
of each month beginning in Janu-
ary, 2010. We will not be meet-
ing in December.
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COUNCIL UPDATE - September

Vice President Scott Langerud called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm.
Opening devotions led by Janelle Saufley
Secretary’s Report: Approved secretary’s report on Motion by Rickbeil /
Saufley.

Correspondence: Thank you’s from: Shetek Lutheran Ministries, Lutheran
Campus Ministries, Manna Food Pantry, Lutheran Social Services, ELCA
World Hunger, The Banquet (Sioux Falls). Shetek is asking for a time conven-
ient for new camp director to meet with council members.

Ministry Team Report: Pastor Ryan: Adult Ed opportunities upcoming with
fall classes. Pastors’ Ryan and Liz are taking more direct focus on high school
age youth. Pastor Mike is working with parents and youth. This split in the
workload seems to be working out okay so far. Invitation to help cook a meal
for the Bread of Life Community meal, need some more volunteers. Pastor
Ryan will email more information later. Love Inc is having Information Meet-
ing Oct 30 th at location to be determined. Jeff Engholm of local synod will be
at First Lutheran Oct 10 for Sexuality Forum at 6:30 pm and preaching the 11th

at First Lutheran. Staff presently has about 25-30 communion visits per month
and are/will be asking for others to help with this. Newsletter is now available
on line.

Treasurer’s Report: Regained some ground in August, with receipts of
$38,837.20 and expenses of $32,367.19 leaving an ending balance was
$15,733.45. Approved treasurer’s report subject to audit on Motion by Rick-
beil / Frederickson.

Committee Reports: (only those committees reporting will be mentioned)

Loyalty & Evangelism: Undertaking a historical documentation or archiving of
church in an electronic format. Planning the use of pictures, text, etc., possibly
to be featured on web site.

Stewardship: We have opportunity to look at direct mailing through Augsburg
Publishing for 2011. Statistics indicate an increase in member participation
using this method compared to traditional offering envelope box. Further ac-
tion on this was tabled until October meeting on motion by Williams / Ober-
moller.
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COUNCIL UPDATE - October

President Lynn called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm.
Opening Devotions: led by Cindy Frederickson
Secretary’s Report: Approved secretary’s report for September meeting -
Christensen / Langerud

Correspondence:No direct correspondence to report. Network News Bulletin
was circulated

Ministry Team Report: Youth: participation in high school program contin-
ues to show growth. Youth Council is getting more involved with coordinating
and planning activities. Pastors Ryan and Liz continue working more directly
with the high school age youth.

Congregation: This is the busy time of year. Fall Theological Conference was
attended in St Cloud this past week. Planning for Advent, Thanksgiving and
Christmas services, adult ed programming in full swing with good participa-
tion. Request to consider Sr. Chariot service for second service has come up.
Reminder of Love INC informational sessions Oct 30-31.

Treasurer’s Report: Expenses of $31,694.54 exceeded revenue of $25,206.30
by $6,488.24 in September, leaving a balance of $9,245.21. Approved treas-
urer’s report subject to audit on motion by Remme / Gadda

Committee Reports: (only those committees reporting will be mentioned)

Worship & Music: new service bulletins appear to be well received by congre-
gation.

Stewardship: The recommendation from the committee is to utilize the direct
mailing program from Augsburg, 700 sets with 18 special envelopes with dis-
cretion by council on frequency. Council approved direct mailing program
with bi monthly mailings (6 per year) effective for 2011 at anticipated cost of
$351.00 per mailing – Obermoller/Saufley.

Scholarship: Etta Janssen Scholarship committee has accepted the resignation
of David Cole with Greg Kvilhaug acting as chairman until new members are
elected/appointed to committee in 2010. Disbursements for 2009 have been
made.

(Continued on page 5)
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BECAUSE OF YOU...

Because of you we were able to make 226 diapers using
“gently used” T-shirts. These diapers will be sent to
Honduras and used in hospitals and orphanages. About a dozen women
gathered together in the kitchen and dining area and established an assem-
bly line production to make the diapers. First the T-shirts have to be in-
spected. Only large or larger t-shirts are suitable and they must be at least
50% cotton. They are then cut and folded to resemble a pre-folded diaper.
A zig-zag stitch holds the layers in place and a serger is used to finish the
edges to complete the diaper.

American Lutheran Women have made about 800 diapers over the last few
years. We continue to marvel that we do not run out of t-shirts that are
needed to make the diapers. We thank you faithful people who provide us
with the t-shirts. This year the t-shirts will be sent to a family in Steward,
Minnesota who will be taking an entire container of gifts from Southwest
Minnesota to Honduras.

Thank you again for sharing your T-Shirts with us.

“Celebrate Generosity” off to
great 2nd half!

226 households have committed to the ALC team by
returning their Time and Talent Sheets! Our goal of 300
is reachable with everyone’s help. Please complete any or
all of your sheets and mail them to the church office (915
Winifred) or bring them to worship. Call the office (376-

5264) if you need more. All members are important…ALC needs YOU!
We have two quarters of action left. Don’t sit on the sidelines…only 74
more families are needed to ensure a victory!
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OVERJOYED BY THE STAR

In Matthew 2, we read about the Visit of the Magi. Following the star,
inquiring at the king’s palace, informed by the priests where to find the
Child, they trudged with determination to Bethlehem, bringing with them
the gifts they planned to present as they worshiped Him. “When they saw
the star, they were overjoyed. On coming to the house, they saw the child
with His mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped Him. Then
they opened their treasures and presented Him with gifts of gold and of
incense and of myrrh” (Matthew 2:10-11)

What did the Wise Men from the East know about this Baby or His family?
Not much. Yet they came in faith, bringing gifts with them to honor Him.
How far did they travel? How long was their trip? We can surmise, but
what’s important to know is that, for them, the trip with all its drudgery was
worth it. “They were overjoyed.”

How long a trip are we prepared to make this Christmas to worship the
Christ Child? Are we willing to put up with inconvenience and sacrifice in
order that we might come before Him with our gifts, offering them in faith,
as the wise Men did?

What causes our joy this Christmas season? Is it seeing they eyes of little
children light up when they open their presents? That’s good. Is it finding
exactly the right gift for someone special? That’s good, too. But are we
“overjoyed” when we see the star? Contrary to the messages we hear in the
commercials and even the seasonal songs, the only thing Christmas is about
is the birth of Jesus, the Savior of the world.

Along with doing all the wonderful things that are good to do at this time of
the year, including the visiting of sick and the shut-in, the baking of good-
ies for food banks, the sharing of financial resources with
those in need, and all the shopping and caroling and every-
thing else, let’s find our joy in seeing the star. That star
points us to Jesus and leads us to the Cross. Let us “open
our treasures” and worship Him with our best and most
precious gifts as the Wise Men did.

The Stewardship Committee
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CHRISTMAS (DEC. 24TH) WORSHIP SER-
VICES

We look forward to celebrating Christmas together this year,
worshiping God and offering our thanks and praise! This year,
as in previous years, our Christmas Eve worship schedule in-
cludes family services at 4:00 p.m. & 6:00 p.m. (identical services), and a spe-
cial late evening candlelight service starting at 11:00 p.m.

Our Christmas Eve worship services have long been a highlight of the year for
our members and their families. Please join us in our celebration of Christ’s
birth on the 24 th—and feel free to invite a friend or two!

CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PROGRAM

For a fourth consecutive year, we will be having our annual children’s Christ-
mas program on a Wednesday evening—this year the date is Dec. 16 th. Our
program this year is entitled “Heavenly Harold.”

The evening will begin at 5:15 p.m. with a “kid-friendly” supper. The supper
is for families (and grandparents) of the children who will be participating in
the program. Following the meal, at 6:30 p.m. we will move into the sanctuary
for the program. Plans are to be done no later than 7:30 p.m.

The children are always so excited to present their Christmas program. Please
come and share in their joy on the 16 th!

FROM YOUR CHURCH STAFF…

All of us on the church staff would like to offer our prayers that you would
have a truly Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. Thanks to all of you for
the many ways you bless each of us throughout the year!
We sincerely appreciate all of you!

Mike, Liz, Ryan, Sylvia, Alvina, Betty, Gene
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NOTE FROM THE
OFFICE: To help
us save on post-
age, please in-
form the church office of your
email address or if you have
changed your address. Thank
you!

Etta Janssen Scholarship
Applications for the Etta Janssen Memorial Lutheran College & Seminary
Endowment Fund may be picked up at the church office. Applications are
due on January 31, 2010 for the 2010-2011 school year The scholarship ap-
plicant must be a member of ALC, have completed one year of college and
be enrolled full time in a college or seminary of the Lutheran Church. The
applicant can receive a scholarship for a period of three years. If the appli-
cant is preparing for full time church work, such as a pastor, the applicant can
receive a scholarship for an additional three years. Applicants must apply
each year.

American Lutheran Church Scholarship
Applications for the American Lutheran Church Scholarship Program are
now being accepted. The application process has two phases: 1) An intent
to apply must be submitted by January 31 of each year. The intent to apply
is simply a letter addressed to the ALC Scholarship Committee stating the
student intends to complete the Application Form. 2) The final scholarship
application form must be submitted by June 15. Application forms are
available in the church office and all the regulations are attached to the ap-
plication. To apply for this scholarship, a student must be a member in
good standing at American Lutheran Church and must be at the sophomore
or higher level at any undergraduate or graduate college or university. A
student cannot simultaneously receive a scholarship from both the ALC
Scholarship Program and the Etta Janssen Scholarship Program.
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COMMITTEE CHAIRS

If you have a concern or suggestion you would like to relate to one of the com-
mittees of the church, you are invited to contact the chairperson of that com-
mittee.

Budget/Finance - Greg Raymo
Child In Our Hands - Carol Fleming (usually 2nd or 3rd Tuesday afternoon)
Church Council - Sharon Lynn (Third Thursday, 6:30 p.m.)
Endowment Committee - Erlin Weness
Library Board - Diane Levine & Shirly Wieme (as necessary)
Long - Range Planning
Loyalty & Evangelism - Jim & Betty Christensen
Maintenance - Dave Nerem
Nominating - Royce Boehrs (as scheduled)
Parish Education - Lori Rosenberg (Third Wednesday, 6:00 p.m.)
Personnel – Verne Correll (Monday before Church Council, 7:00 p.m.)
Safety Planning - Lyle Gadda & Jeff McNickle (First Monday, 7:00 p.m.)
American Lutheran Scholarship - Dale Carlson
Etta Janssen Memorial Scholarship - Dave Cole (Second Tuesday, 6:30 p.m.)
Stewardship - Kieth Olson (Second Tuesday, 5:45 p.m.)
Technology - Marlyn Mammen, Chad Mammen, Royce Boehrs (as necessary)
Volunteer Coordinator - Karen Pfeifer
Volunteer Maintenance - Don Fleming, Gary Prins
Wills, Gifts, Memorials - Barb Raymo (Third Thursday, 6:30 p.m.)
Worship & Music - Diana Kvilhaug (Fourth Monday, 6:30 p.m.)
Youth Council—Shelly Leopold (First Wednesday, 6:00 p.m.)

THE NOMINATING COMMITTEE will soon be preparing a slate
of candidates for election at the annual meeting in January.
Positions will include Church Council, Endowment Committee,
Audit Committee and Synod Assembly Voting Members. If you
would like to nominate an ALC member, please contact the chair of
the committee, Royce Boehrs, at 372-4699 or
royceb@frontiernet.net by
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Baptisms:

Bennett Michael Ahlers, (born Octo-
ber 6, 2009), son of Jared and Heidi
Ahlers, was baptized at American
Lutheran Church on Sunday, Novem-
ber 8, 2009. Sponsors for Bennett
were Bryan Ahlers and Char Kness.

Funeral:

Raymond Bockwoldt, member of
American Lutheran Church, died on
Sunday, November 22, 2009. Fu-
neral service was held on Tuesday,
November 24, 2009 at 11:00 a.m. at
American Lutheran Church.

PASTORIAL SERVICES

Check it out!
Letters from our mis-

sionaries are posted on the wall
in the narthex. Find out what is
happening in their lives!

Christmas gifts will be presented, at either worship service,
on Sunday, December 6th to children in Jo
Haugan’s 2006-2007 Child In Our Hands group. Those chil-
dren and their parents are : Lauryn Ahlers (Jared & Heidi);
Tarryn Joens (Phillip & Amber); Alex Klosterman (Dale &

Lori); Annalee Luinenburg (Justin & Tracie); Bailey Ponto (Darren & Ra-
chel); Katelyn Rodenberg (Gwen Petersen, Michael Rodenberg); Callie
Rosenberg (Scott & Lori); and Kaylee
Tostenson (Justin & Katie). If unable to attend on December 6th, parents may
pick up their child’s gift at the church office in December during regular of-
fice hours: 8:00 a.m.– 12:00 noon or 1:00 p.m.-4:00 p.m.


