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Our Lentcn Journeg bcgms
this Fcbruarg — worsh:P times are..

S

o Ash ch{nesdag — Februarg i 7th, 6:30 pm

(] Lenten Midweek Ser\/ices~f:cbruar\lj Z‘Pth, Marcl'w §rcl, IOth, I7t}1,
and 24th, 6:30 pm

o [alm-Fassion Sunday—March 28th, 8:00 am and 10:15 am

o Maunc}\rj ThursdagﬂAPrﬂ ist, 6:30 pm (First Communion is cele-
bratecl)

e  (Good Fric{ag—APril 2nd, 6:30 pm

. E_aster SunAay—APrﬂ ‘Htl‘l, 6:30 am, 8:30 am, 10:15 am (}Jreauast
served at 9:30 am)

During Lent we will also be taking time as a congregation to reflect on Lu-
ther's Small Catechism. Many of you studied this during your confirma-
tion classes. Whether this will be a “refresher” for you, or if it is your
first exposure, we'll learn from Luther about the

basics: ‘>

e Confession: Ash Wednesday, February 17™

o Ten Commandments: Wednesday, February 24™

e Apostle's Creed: Wednesday, March 3™

e Lord's Prayer: Wednesday, March 10™

e Holy Baptism: Wednesday, March 17

e The Sacrament of the Altar: Wednesday, March 24™

Discussion times will follow each Wednesday Lenten service and will be
repeated the following Sunday between worship services. Also, watch as
each week we "build” Luther's Rose during Children's Time.




From Pastor Mike:
| read the e-mail in disbelief: Cookies died.

It was a message from my brother. Not so long ago, he and his wife
bought a puppy for their young son and daughter—my nephew and
niece—and needless to say, the kids were thrilled. They named the
puppy “Cookies”, and my nephew and niece loved their dog to a depth
that most of us adults are no longer able to reach.

But now, sadly, Cookies was gone. In the snap of a finger, the e-mail
said. He'd been fine on Saturday. By Sunday morning, because of an
infection, he had become lifeless—literally. The kids were stunned. My
brother and his wife were stunned.

I never met Cookies, but I, too, was stunned. It just isn't right, | thought to
myself. Young dogs are supposed to be frolicking around the house,
playful and full of life. And I thought about the people of Haiti. | thought
about the Haitian children lying motionless on the ground after that earth-
quake...kids who should have been frolicking, playful and full of life. But
they weren’t. And again, | thought to myself, it just isn’t right.

How do we even begin to make sense of death—especially deaths that
seem so senseless? Sometimes | wonder. Sometimes | want to scream
at God for an answer. But | suspect, in my wondering...
in my feelings of distraughtness...perhaps God wants to
scream at me: “Empty tomb, Michael! Empty tomb!”

May Easter come soon. We REALLY need it this year! EAST E R

Adult Ed Opportunities

“Messin’ with Mike” — 9:15 a.m. Sundays

Each week Pastor Mike has to come up with some way—through the
lens of faith—to lead a discussion about a mystery item placed in a
box. Comeand jointhefun!! The class meetsin the church basement.

“‘Genetics and Faith” — 9:15 a.m. Sundays
What is a“faith response” to the explosion of new scientific break-

throughs from the field of Genetics? Come and discuss! This class
also meetsin the church basement.




Task Force Introduction:

As announced during wor ship and shared during theannual
meeting, January 24", 2010:

It's now been more than five months since our denomination’s national
assembly last summer where changes were made to the policies regard-
ing clergy and other rostered leaders in open, committed, same-sex rela
tionships, granting permission to congregations that choose to do so to
call such individuals. Since that time there has been ongoing debate
and discussion throughout the denomination and in our own congrega-
tion and community. There have been lettersto the editor, letters writ-
ten to the congregation, and many, many meetings and conversations
with the pastors and with one another. Consequently, since there are
still many questions being asked and much deliberation as to whether
and how to respond to the policy changes, the American Lutheran
Church Council, in consultation with our Synod' s Bishop Jon Ander-
son, has formed atask force whose assignment is to research, find, and
present to the congregation a variety of possible actions that the congre-
gation may take.

First and foremost, please know that, based on the overwhelming ma-
jority of the sentiments that have been expressed to the congregational
leadership, splitting up the congregation or pulling us out of the de-

Adult Ed Opportunities

“Book of Faith” — 9:15 a.m. Sundays

The Book of Faith Bible studies help take some of that discomfort
away, get back to the basics, and help you get more fluent in the first
language of the Faith: the Bible. This group meetsin the Heritage
Room. All are welcome!!

“BLAST” — 9:15 a.m. Sundays (once every 3 weeks)

BLAST isalow-key, back-to-the-basics look at the same lessons being
learned in BibleLand. The class meetsin the BiblelLand “big room.”




nomination are not deemed as constructive responses. The goals of this task
force will be: 1) research and discovery of other appropriate responses that
others have employed that may be suitable to our congregation; 2) being
open to questions on topics related to the ministry policy changes and offer-
ing opportunities for education so that people can make informed decisions;
and 3) presenting a set of possible responses to the congregation for their
consideration, including possible pros and cons of each course of action.
The task force’ s goal is to make such a presentation no later than the end of
March, 2010, and they will announce a more specific timetable within the
coming weeks.

The members of the task force are: your pastors (Mike Zaske, Liz Radtke,
Ryan Radtke); Scott Langerud; Doug Obermoller; and Karen Pfeifer.
Please share your thoughts and feelings with them, or any information or
courses of action you come across or would recommend. At the same time,
please also respect their time and workplaces— please call ahead, make
appointments, call during reasonable hours of the day, or send them emails
(their addresses are below).

Again, let us continue to discern and grow together as a congregation, sis-
tersand brothersin Christ. Let’s use the energy and passion people feel
about these matters and channel them into the mission and ministry we all
share. Our differences are never as strong as our unity in Christ. The grace
of the Lord Jesus Chrigt, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with us al.

Mike Zaske — pastormz@frontiernet.net

Liz Radtke — pastorlz@frontiernet.net qf!
Ryan Radtke — pastorrr@frontiernet.net And § .

Scott Langerud — slangeru@amfam.com “h !‘ “_'“' lr'l‘i'l‘l ||I|I|Ji:| ”;L
Doug Obermoller — Dougsmail @frontiernet.net “lhem all tgether

Karen Pfeifer — kemp351@aol.com in perfect unity.

T S [

A Loving Reminder: Please notify the church of-
fice if you are hospitalized.
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From your Stewardship Committee:

In the beginning, God gave, and He continues to give. God’s
character is to give. Our Heavenly Father loves us so much that
He holds nothing back from us; either in this world or the one to
come. “He Who did not spare his own Son, but gave Him up for
us all - how will He not also, along with Him, graciously give us
all things?” (Romans 8:32). To give and to keep on giving is the
essential nature of God Who is love. As our faith grows and ma-
tures, we also become givers who, by God’s grace, give freely
and generously.

From your Child In Our Hands Committee:

PARENTING FROM A PEW (Faith Formation for Young Children)

God istruly amazing for many reasons, but the fact that God loves
each of us, all of the time, regardless of what we do or fail to do, isone
of the most amazing. Pray a prayer of thanks for God's amazing love
using this prayer, and moving as the words suggest. “ God loves me
when | jump and God loves mewhen | wiggle. God loves mewhen |
cry and God loves mewhen | giggle. God loves me every day and
night. God loves me every hour. Thank you, God, for loving me, and
for your awesome power. Amen.”

Note: Worship Helper information is now printed on

the backside of the calendar for easier reference.




Because of You:

This month we are reporting on the Christmas Sharing Tree. The number
of packages of pampers that were received and given to Helping Hands
Pregnancy Center was 15. Also received were two baby blankets and five
pair of dippers. For the two food shelves, we
received atotal of 318 pounds of food items.
The items that were regquested on the sharing
tree represented the staples needed for the food )_)
shelves. These items were then divided and

brought to the Manna Food Pantry and the ®
Christian Church Food Shelf. Pleaseheaware | ~ g

that in March again this year there will be a m @
“Monetary” food drive. With the closing of

local industries, the local food shelves are ex-
periencing a greater demand than ever experienced before.

Miscellaneous Information

February Scripture Lessons
February 7th -Fifth Sunday after Epiphany
Isa6:1-8[9-13]; 1Cor 15:1-11; Luke5:1-11
February 14th - Transfiguration of Our Lord
Exod 34:29-35; 2 Cor 3:12-4:2; Luke 9:28-36 [37-43]
February 17th - Ash Wednesday
Joel 2:1-2,12-17; 2 Cor 5:20b-6:10; Matt 6:1-6, 16-21
February 21st - First Sunday in Lent
Deut 26:1-11; Rom 10:8b-13; Luke4:1-13
February 28th - Second Sunday in Lent
Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18; Phil 3:17-4:1; Luke 13:31-35




Council Update - November

Opening Devotions: led by Barb Williams

Secretary’ s report for Oct 22, 2009 meeting approved on motion by Remme /
Saufley
Thank you from Prisoners of Hope, Mission Support statement from synod.
Ministry Team Report:

Y outh: Serving at The Banquet Dec 30", Thanksgiving Pies, High School age
mission trip being planned, Coordinate different events with First Lutheran,
“The Well” is growing in attendees, 85-90 people showed up for tailgate party.
Approaching point where could use some help with “ The Well”.
Staff: Receiving new membersin afew weeks, need to get little clearer defini-
tion of responsihilities regarding new members as to helping them feel part of
congregation. Dec 1 iswomen’s salad program. Tried out new Dakota Road
service, seemed to go over well. Christmas service schedule two services with
one candle light late service.
We ended October with a balance of $5019.41. October had $32,273.76 in
expenditures exceeding $28,047.96 in giving resulting in negative cash flow of
$4225.80 for the month. Accepted treasurer’s report on motion by Ober-
moller /Rickbeil.
Committee Reports:
Worship and Music: New speakers should be getting installed after Thanksgiv-
ing. Designated funds for sound system planned to be used for new speakers.
Wills, Gifts, & Memorials: need clarification using undesignated funds for
purchase of defibrillator.

Recommendation from personnel committee regarding wages and benefits
packages for all staff for year 2010 received in closed session.
Safety: Defibrillator should be arriving shortly and needs to be paid for, esti-
mated $1700.00 cost.
Unfinished Business:
. Follow up regarding those members disapproving the decision of

EL CA regarding actively homosexual clergy. Council wasinformed that they
declined Pastor Ryan’s offer to help them, but they are in the process of draft-
ing aletter outlining their concerns. No other information was available asto
what would be in the letter or when it would be presented. It was further dis-
cussed that any members supporting the decision should be given the same
opportunity and assistance should they wish to present their viewpoint.

(Continued on page9)



Dear American Lutheran Church,

| hope that everyone' s Christmas was exceptionally blessed, especially with all of
the snow! Hopefully, you were snowed in with all of your families with nowhere

to go!

Because American Lutheran Church has been an important part of my life with
people that | care about, | want to let you al know what | am up to thisyear. Af-
ter graduating from Concordia College in Moorhead this past July, | spent the
summer working as a nanny in the Fargo/Moorhead area. | am SO EXCITED to
share with you about the ministry that | have been a part of for the past four
months! Beginning in August, | joined a year-long relational ministry team spon-
sored by Y outh Encounter called Captive Free. Y outh Encounter is a Christian
organization that's mission is to partner with Christian communities to strengthen
their youth ministry. Since 1965, Y outh Encounter has served churches of all de-
nominations, nationally and internationally. Being a member of Y outh Encounter
means devoting a year of volunteering with other young Christian adults, travel-
ing throughout the United States and parts of the world with a faith-encouraging
program, and sharing the Good News of Jesus Christ through music and testimo-
niesin congregations and church institutions. This year | have been and continue
to be on anational team called Captive Free. | am traveling in the "East Lakes"
region of the country, which is the states East of the Great Lakes (but not on the
East Coast; that's another team!), generally covering the area between Michigan,
Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Pennsylvania, and western New Y ork. | have been to
churches, nursing homes, schools, detention centers, shelters and homes to share
the Good News of Jesus Christ through music, puppets, skits, and relational min-
istry, which has been completely awesome! | am thoroughly enjoying using the
musical and relational gifts God has given me to reach out to people across all
backgrounds and walks of life. Aswith other mission organizations, Y outh En-
counter depends heavily on prayer and donations from individuals to make their
ministry successful. | have committed to raise $10,000, which is approximately
half of what it costs to send me on the road. | want to thank American Lutheran as
achurch SO MUCH for the support that you have given me with a generous gift.
It isalso so comforting to know that you are praying for me and my teammates
thisyear; it is certain that nothing that we do could be accomplished without it. |
would loveit if you would visit www.youthencounter.org/AliciaPeterson to learn
more about my teammates and me, where we are going, pictures of where we've

(Continued on page9)




(Continued from page8)

been, blogs about what we're up to, more opportunities to give, and our year of
team ministry!! We have been "on the road" for about three months after a
month of training up near Grand Rapids, MN, and | am really looking forward
to the next months of our ministry! Thank you all so much for your support. If
you would please include in your prayersthat | would continue to trust that God
will provide the funds and that He would watch over my team in our travels,
that would be very encouraging! Please, feel free to contact me with any ques-
tionsthat you may have at aapeters@cord.edu. I'm really looking forward to
hearing from you!

Sincerely,

Alicia Peterson

(Continued from page 7)

New Business:

e Regarding managing rental house from men’s group. Minimum balance
maintained to pay the rent and any monthly amortized debts such as taxes, the
congregation owns the house so the congregation through the congregational
council controls the funds, and approval for donations should come to the
council. Council approved request to donate $3000.00 from the rental ac-
count to specific relief programs on motion by Obermoller / Williams.

e Budget and Finance will be attempting to present arealistic and reduced
budget for 2010. All committees are asked to take alook at past spending
and determine essential needs.

e Approved donation of $1000 to 2009 Community Christmas Baskets on mo-
tion by Obermoller / Christensen.

Closing Notes:

Next executive meeting is Dec 3 at 12:15, Heritage room.
Next council meeting is Dec 17 at 6:30 PM

Gary Brandt has hospital visits and devotions for December.
Closing prayer and Adjourned

Submitted by Doug Obermoller, Secretary



Important February dates:
Wednesday, February 17—Ash Wednesday
BibleLand Kids sing at the 6:30 PM Service
Sunday, February 21—Bowling/Camp-In Event
3:00-7:00PM (Fifth Grade and younger)

oA Parents—remember the opportunity to
B lble Lan d attend BLAST on February 21st.

- BibleLand kids will be finishing up their unit on the "Baptism of :
: Jesus". On February 21st, the new unit will be "Moses—the
- Exodus from Egypt”. This is a Bible Story that most of us are :
: familiar with from our youth and from watching several movies :
- and TV programs based on the story. I challenge you to see it :
: through new eyes. What message has been hidden from your :
* view in the past? :

Bowling/Camp-In Event for Fifth Grade and Younger

Sunday, February 21 from 3:00-7:00 PM
Bowling at Oxford Lanes
Meal and Activities at American Lutheran Church
Games, Indoor campfire worship, tents...
Sign-up with Sylvia soon—watch email for more information

Parents are encouraged to participate

This event will include our First Lutheran friends!

FREE! FREE! FREE!

FYI: In the event of a late start on a Tuesday,
there is no Release Time.

CHILDREN/FAMILY MINISTRIES COORDINATOR

Sylvia Andersen
Phone: 507-376-5264  Cell: 507-208-8597
email: alcsylvia@frontiernet.net
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In Deuteronomy 10:12 {NIV), Israel is asked a question that's also
for us to answer: “What does the LORD your God ask of you?”

To find the answer, write the words from the puzzie pleces
on the matching shapes in the completed heart.

... your beart and with all your soul ...”

o T s posy anod
CEHOT] A1 SIS OF VUG 240] 0 “Slem S [ UL f[es 0 0 0uor] U ey -,
LA ELIY
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]t is time for a battle of the Cl’rurclﬂcs,

ROMANS & CHRISTIANS STYLE!
On Weclnesclay, Feb. 3rd all Middle School and High School Stu-

dents are invited to Al ( for desert and some l‘wea]thg compctition
with [First | utheran Church and lots of Adults! PBe here at 7:30 and

we will finish up around 8:30. l]C you are an adult and would like to be a

“Roman” P]ease call Fastor Liz at 360-723%0.

JButter Braid fxtravaganza | |Do you have a car? Would you like
month is in full swing! Make to use it to transport our youth to
sure you purchase many, do servant projects? Well, we need
many Butter Braids from our | |you! On Wednesday, February
youth up until Feb. 17th when | |10th our youth will be making
our fundraiser ends. Delivery | [health kits to send to Haiti and we
will be on March 3rd. Any need help getting our youth to the

questions or for orders please | |store I you would like to help
call Pastor Liz.

please sign up on Pastor Liz’s door.

YOUTH: Yall want to make more money for your summer
trips? Here is your opportunity! We are looking for servers for our

Ash Wednesday night dinner, which is on Wednesday, February
17th this year. We will need you starting at 4 pm and going until 6

pm — we also need workers on Tuesday. You’ll be paid based on
how many hours you work. If you would like to serve your church
and make some money too text or call Pastor Liz at 360-7230 or
sign up on her door.

12




FOOD

We are looking for people to feed
hungry teenagers! If you would like
to help us out and provide a meal
for The W.E.L.L. (Wed nights @7:30)
or for Play & Pray (2nd Sun after
2nd service), please sign up on
Pastor Liz's door or talk to her. Our
empty bellies thank you!

Play & Pray tn-8th grades)

This month we will be meeting on
Sunday, February 14th right after 2nd
service for food, fun, and fellowship!

Come and play more fun games, come
and listen to some awesomely groovy
music, and come and eat some

scrumptious food!

Any questions or you would like to help,

please call or text Pastor Liz!

The WELL (9th-12th grades)

So what's happening this month?

Feb. 3rd— Along with the MS youth and First Lutheran we will have desert dinner and play ROMANS &

CHRISTIANS starting at 7.30.

Feb.!|0Oth— We're bring back the Health Kit competition. We will meet @ 7:30 for a light dinner and then

head off (Wal-Mart???!))

Feb. [7th— We'll serve Ash Wednesday dinner (& make some $), attend Ash Wednesday service to-
gether, and then we'll embrace another “S” (how many can we do in one night?!?!) !l

Feb. 24th—\We'll be hosting a guest who will help us help those who were effected by the earthquake in

Haiti.

You Rock!l!!

The youth council and Pastor Liz would like to
thank all of the parents who helped out last
minute and drove on our ski trip last month. We
appreciate you so very much and want everybody
to know that YOU ROCK!!

Troy & Gayla Aljets Mike Purdy
Sandy Demuth  Shauna Pham

Containers needed

The Banquet in Sioux Falls
is in need of containers
with lids. If you have any
that you would like to do-
nate please drop them off
in the box in the back of
the church. Thank you!
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NOTES from the Church Office

THE PERSONNEL COMMITTEE OF ALC MEETSON THE
THIRD MONDAY OF EACH MONTH AT 7:00 PM in the Heritage
Room. We invite congregation members to bring concerns, ideas and other
topics of discussion to the committee meeting. Staff members have been
asked to encourage members to use this avenue as their timeisvaluable in
other areas. Please consider using this as a communication tool. Also,
please contact the church office ahead of time to be placed on the agenda.

M1 SSIONARI ES—Letters from our missionaries are posted on the wall in
the narthex. Find out what is happening in their lives!

KEEP YOUR E-MAIL CONTACT INFO UP-TO-DATE—To help us
save on postage, please inform the church office of your email address or if
you have changed your address. Thank you!

If you have not done so, please pick up your 2010 Offering Envelopes
in the narthex. If you notice an offering box that you could deliver, please
do so!' The cost of mailing has tripled from last year, so your help would
be very much appreciated in keeping our costs down.

Next month the L utheran \Women'’s Y ear book will be included with
the Messenger. Since Lutheran Women would like all members to have a
hard copy of this booklet, all members will be receiving the March Messen-
ger through the mail including those who requested it online. Thiswill
alow usto use our Permit Mailing on the entire mailing.

Birthday and Wedding Anniversary announce-
ments will now appear weekly in the worship bul-
letin—that way, it will be easier to remember to
F—ﬁ greet those whose special day is coming up. And,
z\/b\' of course, our birthday callers will still be phoning
QL—/b/—-\/} those who have added a tally under their age col-

umn!
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STATISTICS Simply Giving = $8978.68
(asof January 27, 2010)

| ATTENDANCE | Current = $7412.26

( ) Expansion = $496.59

January 3- 255 (8:00-113; 10:15-142 o

January 10- 340 (8:00-148; 10:15-192) Special =$819.83

January 17 - 337 (8:00-180; 10:15-157) ALC Scholarship Fund=$250
January 24- 323 (8:00-118; 10:15-205)

Noisy Offering for

January 2010 = $224.43
The Joy of Giving Report
Your 2009 Contribution Statements

Total Receipts: $27,015.69 will be available in the church office

(January) through April 15, 2010, Monday
Current = $21076.87 through Friday only.
Expansion = $2276
Special = $767 The last Sunday of each month we
Reimbursables = $1353.98 will be receiving aNOISY OF-
Christmas Offering = $25 FERING to benefit World Hunger.
E.J. Scholarship = $75 This will bein addition to our regu-
Endowment Fund = $100 lar offering. We invite you to share
Rental House = $500 your loose change in the cans our
Altar Flowers = $201.84 kids pass and know that the clink-
Library Fund = $10 ing and clanging we'll hear will
Undesignated Mem. = $55 ultimately bring hope to someone
Haiti Relief = $345 inneed. Let's make adifference
Church Use = $230 together!!

F “
Kenny Willers and Angie Lundin were united in
marriage at American Lutheran Church on (/ ) / / .
Saturday, January 30, 2010. “AA )l (*’(/

IN MARRIAGE
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