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The Messenger
A monthly publication of ALC

A Congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran

Church in AmericaMarch 2010

News and Notes from the ALC Sexuality Task Force

As will be announced in a letter sent to each member household of
American Lutheran Church, the Church Council-appointed, six-member
task force will be researching and presenting potential responses to the
ministry policy changes approved at the 2009 ELCA Churchwide As-
sembly. Please make note of the following dates and events:

Sunday, March 7, 2010 at 11:30 a.m.

An open, working meeting of the task force will be held where input
from congregation members is both invited and encouraged. Please
don’t assume that the task force members know how you feel on this
subject—come and share your thoughts and insights. If you cannot at-
tend this scheduled meeting, please make an appointment ahead of time
with any task force member to share your views.

Sunday, March 14, 2010 at 11:30 a.m.

The task force will make a presentation on the national assembly’s min-
istry policies decision, along with specific recommendations of poten-
tial congregational and individual responses to the decision.

Sunday, March 21, 2010 at 11:30 a.m.

A “Special Congregation Meeting” will be held for the express purpose
of allowing confirmed members in good standing to decide by vote
which of the congregational recommendation(s) presented on March
14th they wish to have adopted.

The task force members are: Pastor Mike Zaske
(pastormz@frontiernet.net), Pastor Liz Radtke
(pastorlr@frontiernet.net), Pastor Ryan Radtke
(pastorrr@frontiernet.net), Doug Obermoller
(Dougsmail@frontiernet.net), Karen Pfeifer (kemp351@aol.com), Scott
Langerud (slangeru@amfam.com).



2

From Pastor Mike:

My former housemate from 1987-88 called me on the phone last Satur-
day. We talked about the Vikings losing their playoff game. We talked
about his life in Cleveland, Ohio. We talked about our other two house-
mates and what we’ve heard lately from them. Then my friend said, “So,
what’s been going on for you?” So I told my old friend—who, ironically,
is also named Mike—what I’ve been up to. We had a lot to catch up on.

Since you all are my church friends, and since I probably won’t get to
talk to all of you on the phone, let me get you caught up on my life. First
of all, I want to share with you news from our Shetek Conference Assem-
bly meeting on Feb. 21st in Luverne. Jon Hoyme, the now-retired former
director of Shetek Lutheran Ministries (who has been to American Lu-
theran many times over the years promoting the Bible Camp), was
elected to go as our lay representative to the National ELCA Assembly in
the summer of 2011 at Orlando, Florida. We also heard about Mrs.
Lungile Nyathikazi who serves as the AIDS/HIV Awareness Coordinator
for our companion South Eastern Diocese in South Africa—her efforts
are being paid for as part of a five-year Shetek Conference project where
each of our 33 conference churches contributes $50 per year toward her
salary. I was pleased that American Lutheran is involved in such impor-
tant work in the world.

The other thing I want to mention is the upcoming First Communion
classes I will be teaching to some of our students during March on Sun-
day mornings. Helping our young people to understand the vital impor-
tance of the Lord’s Supper and its significance is one of my all-time fa-
vorite job duties as pastor. On Maundy Thursday, the students who com-
plete their training will partake of the sacrament for the first time.

If I had more space, there are many more exciting things I’d share! Oh
well, next time!

Adult Ed Opportunities

“Messin’ with Mike” — 9:15 a.m. Sundays - We won’t be hav-
ing classes during Lent, but we will resume again after Lent.
Keep thinking of a mystery item!

Join us for an Adult Lenten Bible Study on Wednesday eve-
ning following the Lenten Service.
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Most of us probably grew up in a small congregation, where the pastor often
had lots of free time available to stop by and visit over a cup of coffee. Your
pastors at American Lutheran today would love to be able to do lots of “just
stopping by for coffee” visits – but with 1,600 members and only two pastor
positions, in reality the pastors don’t get enough time to do such visits very
often.

Unfortunately, our large membership size has also, at times, prevented us
from being as dutiful as we’d truly like to be when it comes to delivering
Holy Communion. When events such as funerals and member illnesses oc-
cur unexpectedly, some of our homebound people have had to wait over a
month to receive the Lord’s Supper.

Fortunately, the Holy Spirit has drawn a number of individuals in our con-
gregation who have expressed a desire to help us bring Communion to those
who are home-bound. Glad Henning, Lola Lindquist, Kieth Olson, Dee
Hale, Anne LeBrun, and Barb Williams have volunteered to help make cer-
tain that all of our homebound members receive the Sacrament monthly.

The practice of sending out Communion has been a part of Christianity for
nearly 2,000 years. It is acceptable and “within the rules” for laypeople to
bring Communion that has already been blessed by a pastor. And it should
be a win-win for all involved: our homebound folks will continue to have
regular visits with the pastors PLUS the visits of the Communion volunteers.
In addition, the Communion volunteers will be using their God-given gifts in
service of our Lord Jesus.

As our Lord taught in Matthew 25:35, “For I was hun-
gry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave
me something to drink, I was a stranger and you wel-
comed me.” In the same way, we hope that this new
plan better provides for the needs of our members. If
you would like to be a part of this new, exciting minis-
try, please call the church office at 376-5264.

Adult Ed Opportunities
“BLAST” — 9:15 a.m. Sundays (once every 3 weeks)
BLAST is a low-key, back-to-the-basics look at the same lessons being
learned in BibleLand. The class meets in the BibleLand “big room.”

PROVIDING FOR OUR MEMBERS NEEDS
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Note: Worship Helper information is now printed on

the backside of the calendar for easier reference.

From your Child In Our Hands Committee:

PARENTING FROM A PEW (Faith Formation for Young Children)

God hears every prayer - silent, spoken, sung and even very noisy
ones! With your child pray a “noisy and quiet” prayer. Tell your
child, “God hears us when we are noisy and when we are quiet!” Sing
together, “Thank you, God, for hearing us, hearing us, hearing us!
Thank you, God, for hearing us, when we make lots of noise!” Sing
the verse again, whispering and substituting “when we are very quiet”
for “when we make lots of noise.”

From your Stewardship Committee:

Jesus was always very clear on what His purpose on Earth was.
At the young age of twelve, He told His parents, “Didn’t you
know I had to be in My Father’s house?” (Luke 2:49). Later He
declared, “I have come that [My sheep] may have life, and have
it to the full” (John 10:10). In order to give that abundant life to
us, His sheep, “The Good Shepherd [laid] down His life for the
sheep” (John 10:11). Our purpose as
stewards of the Good Shepherd is to glo-
rify Him and spread that Good News of
His death and resurrection which brings
us forgiveness of sin and life everlasting
with Him.
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MARCH IS...Minnesota Foodshare Month!

Our congregation is participating in Minnesota Food-
share’s March campaign. The Manna Food Pantry needs
our help to re-stock its shelves with the noticeable in-
crease in demand this year.

During this season of Lent, let us put a special emphasis on sharing what
we have with families in our community. Last year ALC contributed over
$8,000! Let’s see if we can surpass that amount this year!

With the help of the Feinstein Foundation and Minnesota Foodshare there
are additional funds available for Manna Food Pantry during the month of
March.

Thanks to our February 28th guest speaker, Gene Foth, who gave us an
overview of Manna Food Pantry’s important work. Check out the food
displays at both entrances to the sanctuary showing the typical amount of
food given to a family of two and a family of six. Look for the contribution
envelopes in the pews during March. Thanks for helping!

Stewardship Committee

A minister parked his car in a no-parking zone in a large city be-
cause he was short of time and couldn’t find a space with a meter.
Then he put a note under the windshield wiper that read: “I have
circled the block 10 times. If I don’t park here, I’ll miss my ap-
pointment. Forgive us our trespasses.”

When he returned, he found a citation from a police officer along
with this note “I’ve circled this block for 10 years. If I don’t give
you a ticket I’ll lose my job. Lead us not into temptation.”
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Sylvia Andersen
Phone: 507-376-5264 Cell: 507-208-8597

email: alcsylvia@frontiernet.net

CHILDREN/ FAM ILY MINI STRIES COORDINATOR

Parents—remember the opportunity to
attend BLAST on March 14th.

Currently, we are studying ‘Moses, the First Years’. We
are learning about God speaking to Moses through the
Burning Bush and God’s incredible patience in giving the
Egyptian pharaoh TEN chances with the 10 plagues to let
the Israelites go. Next, we examine Palm Sunday. Ask
your child to explain in their own words what they
learned in BibleLand!

Important Upcoming dates:
Saturday, March 27—Easter Egg Hunt @ 1st Lutheran

Watch your email for details as the time nears
Tuesday, March 30—Last Elementary Release Time class

Easter Sunday, April 4—NO BibleLand Classes
June 6–10 tentatively—VBS

FYI: In the event of a late start on a Tuesday,
there is no Release Time.

SHETEK NEWS

Kyle Fleming, a Shetek camp representative, will spend
Sunday, March 7th, with us to share information about
attending a camp at Shetek. He will speak briefly at
both worship services and also talk with students during

Sunday School. Shetek offers camping experiences for ALL ages and
interests. Pick up a Summer 2010 brochure at the bulletin board by the
kitchen. Camperships are available to help with the costs of camp. For
more information, contact Sylvia or log on to www.shetek.org
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The W.E.L.L.
We welcome all students 9th-12th grades
to join us after the Wednesday Evening
Lenten Service in the Fellowship Hall at
7:30 for a time of Social, Seek, Service,
and Sanctuary. Food, music, and fun pro-
vided!

The W.E.L.L. is getting together with First

Lutheran again!

On Wednesday, March 10th we are go-
ing to meet at First Lutheran church at
7:30 for service and competition! Com-
munion bread will be made, but who will
win the rivalry in the competition??
Come on the 10th to find out!

Easter Breakfast

On April 4th, Easter Sunday, starting at 7:30 am, the
Youth are proud to serve the congregation a wonderful
breakfast! We invite the entire congregation to the Fel-
lowship Hall for delicious egg bake, wonderful fixin’s,
and soothing beverages! All proceeds go to the youth
summer trips. If you would like to help out with the
Breakfast please contact Pastor Liz!

Please feed us
We are looking for a few good people to feed hungry
middle schooler and high schoolers. A list of dates and
number of kids, along with a sign-up sheet, are on the
window outside of Pastor Liz’s door. If you have any

questions, please ask her. Thank you so much!!
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If you are in 6th, 7th, or 8th grades we invite

you to come to Play and Pray on the Sec-

ond Sunday of the month after Second

Service (from 11:30-1:30). Come for the

Food, Come for the Fun, Come for the

Fellowship. Come to Play and Pray!

Play and

Pray

Life Light concert is coming…
Wednesday, April 7th in the WHS cafeteria at 6:30 pm. Per-
formers include Brian Head Welch, The classic crime, and
children 18:3. Tickets are $5 in advance or $10 at the door.
See Pastor liz for the tickets or more details.

The wait is almost over!

Butter Braids will be deliv-
ered on Wednesday, March

3rd!

Thank you so Much!

The Youth Council would like to say
thank you to everyone who helped with
the Ash Wednesday meal! We had a won-
derful time and helped out our kids a lot!
We couldn’t have done it without you!
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Council Update - November

President Lynn called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm.

Opening Devotions: led by Gary Brandt

Secretary’s Report:
Approved Secretary report for November 19 as amended on motion by Zaske /

L Radtke

Correspondence:
Thank you’s for donations from Prisoners of Hope. Information received from
“Little Lutheran”

Ministry Team Report:
Youth: Sylvia reported this is last year of six year cycle for Bible Land then
will start over again. Release time for elementary students has 60 attendees, up
from last year. We ordered 67 of new Bibles through Augsburg for youth by
members of congregation for gifts. VBS material is being reviewed.
Staff: Comments re: new bulletin format have been very positive, Toby Wal-
dowski is coming Jan 30th for worship ministry. Christmas services are ready
and scheduled for 4 and 6 pm with candlelight service at 11 p.m. Serving at
The Banquet in Sioux Falls scheduled for Dec 30 th. Orientation is planned for
new members. New wave of bible studies starting this spring. Staff is review-
ing the time and talent sheets looking at volunteers for in-home communion
visit ministry – considering adding a section to worship service of “sending
forth” those people for this ministry.

Treasurer’s Report:
Report approved subject to audit on motion by Rickbeil / Obermoller. We
regained some ground in November. $39,951.46 received, $32,210.24 ex-
pended, with balance of $12,760.83. Disbursements for benevolence went out
in November with final disbursements planned for December.

Committee Reports: no requests/reports requiring action by council were re-
ceived
Wills, gifts, and memorials will donate $900.00 from unspecified funds toward
defibrillator.

Unfinished Business:
· Comments from council members that it would have been a courtesy to

council to preview the letter from a number of individual members to the
general congregation regarding the issue of homosexual clergy before it
was mailed, since council did give permission and offered assistance for
that letter to be drafted and sent to the congregation.
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New Business:
· Bishop Jon Anderson will be at ALC sometime in January to meet with

staff and members regarding ELCA Sexuality issues.
· Approved using specified funds for sound system in Wills, Gifts, and Me-

morials account to pay for the purchase and installation of the new speak-
ers and associated hardware on motion by Obermoller / Johansen

· Approved personnel wages and benefits package for 2010 on motion by
Obermoller / Remme.

· Approved congregational budget for 2010 on motion by Williams / Gadda.
A special thank you from council is extended to those members of the
budget committee as well as Mike Christensen for their efforts on present-
ing a 2010 budget showing a reduction from 2009.

· A large inventory of folding chairs and student desks that are being sel-
dom (if ever) used. Gary Brandt was asked by council to assist Kieth in
recommending possible solutions to this matter.

· Council heard comments regarding the letter that went out to the congre-
gation on the issue of homosexual clergy. Primary concern being that,
since no committee as such has been authorized and no membership has
been appointed by council to any committee as such, any actions by these
individuals implied as functioning on behalf of the church council or con-
gregation would be a violation of our constitution and bylaws. From the
content of the letter, it is not clear that the actions of this group of indi-
viduals are solely on their own behalf and not on behalf of the council or
congregation.

· Referred a request to add voice mail options for staff and possible dedi-
cated fax line to current phone system to the Technology Committee on
motion by Brandt / Obermoller.

· Council proposed a committee to address the affect of the ELCA decisions
on our congregation and suggested Pastors Mike Zaske, Liz and Ryan
Radtke, Doug Obermoller, Scott Langerud, and Karen Pfeifer to serve on
this committee.

Closing Notes:
Next executive meeting is January 13 at 12:15, Heritage room.
Next council meeting is January 21 at 6:30 PM
Dick Rickbeil has hospital visits and devotion
Adjourned

Submitted by Doug Obermoller, Secretary
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Council Update - December

Vice President Langerud called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm.

Opening Devotions: led by Dick Rickbeil

Secretary’s Report:
Approved report of Dec 17th meeting on motion by Remme/ Christensen

Correspondence: Thank you’s for financial support received from Alicia Pe-
tersen, Prisoner’s of Hope, and Shetek Lutheran Ministries. Newsletter and
certificate of appreciation for Pirates for Pantry received from Manna Food
Pantry.

Ministry Team Report:
Youth: Ski Trip planned, activities with youth and parents coming up. Well
continues progress. Final year of 6 year Bible Land program. Celebrate and
recognize efforts of those involved.
Staff: Lenten theme to be “Luther’s Small Catechism, Lent beginning with Feb
17th . Larry Strenge from SWM synod will preach Feb 7th, council retreat Feb
6th, at Ben Lee’s. New member’s orientation to cover 3 sections What It Means
to be : Christian, Lutheran Christian, and ALC Christian. Brief summary of
Bishop Jon Anderson meeting with members and staff Jan 17th at ALC regard-
ing ELCA sexuality decision was given. Bishop Jon will be sending letter with
his summary comments of that meeting at some date in near future.

Treasurer’s Report:
Mike Christensen reported on financial activities for the month of December

and year end. Monthly expenses of 37,567.13 exceeded receipts of 36,911.62.
Ended the year with balance of 12,047.17 a net loss of 713.46 from November.
No Christmas eve services and bad weather on Sundays did not help receipts.
Approved financial report on motion by Rickbeil /Gadda.

Committee Reports: (only those committees reporting will be mentioned)
Safety: Lyle Gadda presented Safety Plan developed and proposed for congre-
gation. Council adapted the safety plan as presented on motion by Christen-
sen / Gadda.

Unfinished Business:
· Approved the wages and benefits budget for 2010 as amended for the cor-

rect pension benefits on motion by Obermoller / Frederickson. This cor-
rect amount is in proposed budget for 2010. Tabled discussion on how to
deal with making benefits back payments on Pastor Mike’s pension until
amount needed is determined on motion by Obermoller / Johansen.

(Continued on page 12)
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· Council approved forming a taskforce to present options to the congre-
gation for responding to ELCA sexuality decision by March 31, 2010.
Members appointed were Pastors Mike, Liz, Ryan, and Scott
Langerud, Karen Pfeifer, and Doug Obermoller. Statement to this af-
fect would be read to congregation and presented at annual meeting.
Motion by Johansen / Frederickson.

New Business:
· Approved mileage for 2010 as being IRS business rate less $.05 on

motion by Saufley/Remme
· Approved separation of scholarship committees for 2010 on motion by

Obermoller/ Gadda
· Approved members for 2010 as listed by nominating committee for

serving committees.
· Committee Kickoff scheduled for Feb 18th. Council meeting will fol-

low kickoff
· Reminder of annual meeting Jan 24th, sign up sheet for helping with

meal before meeting.
· Shetek conference assembly is Feb 21st, 2 p.m. Luverne.
· Goodbyes and thank you to departing council members.

Closing Notes:
Next executive meeting is Feb 10 at 12:15, Heritage room.
Next council meeting is Feb 18th following committee kickoff (7:30 PM)
Doug Obermoller has hospital visits and devotions February
Closing prayer by Pastor Mike

Adjourned Christensen / Saufley.
Submitted by Doug Obermoller, Secretary

From your Library Board:

Cleaning your library at home? Consider donat-

ing any good used Christian children and teen books to
our library at church.
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NOTES from the Church Office

THE PERSONNEL COMMITTEE OF ALC MEETS ON THE
THIRD MONDAY OF EACH MONTH AT 5:30 PM in the Heritage
Room. We invite congregation members to bring concerns, ideas and other
topics of discussion to the committee meeting. Staff members have been
asked to encourage members to use this avenue as their time is valuable in
other areas. Please consider using this as a communication tool. Also,
please contact the church office ahead of time to be placed on the agenda.

MISSIONARIES—Letters from our missionaries are posted on the wall in
the narthex. Find out what is happening in their lives!

KEEP YOUR E-MAIL CONTACT INFO UP-TO-DATE—To help us
save on postage, please inform the church office of your email address or if
you have changed your address. Thank you!

Next month the Lutheran Women’s Yearbook will be included with
the Messenger. Since Lutheran Women would like all members to have a
hard copy of this booklet, all members will be receiving the March Messen-
ger through the mail including those who requested it online. This will
allow us to use our Permit Mailing on the entire mailing.

Daylight Savings Time begins on March 14.

Set your clocks ahead one hour!

Birthday and Wedding Anniversary announce-
ments will now appear weekly in the worship bul-
letin—that way, it will be easier to remember to
greet those whose special day is coming up. And,
of course, our birthday callers will still be phoning
those who have added a tally under their age col-
umn!
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Miscellaneous Information
March Scripture Lessons

March 7th - Third Sunday in Lent
Isaiah 55:1-9; 1 Corinthians 10:1-13; Luke 13:1-9

March 14th - Fourth Sunday in Lent
Joshua 5:9-12; 2 Corinthians 5:16-21; Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32

March 21st - Fifth Sunday in Lent
Isaiah 43:16-21; Philippians 3:4b-14; John 12:1-8

March 28– Passion/Palm Sunday
Isaiah 50:4-9a; Philippians 2:5-11; Luke 22:14-23:56

COUNCIL OFFICERS SERVING IN
2010:

Council President - Doug Obermoller
Vice-President - Cindy Frederickson
Treasurer - Mike Christensen
Secretary - Sharon Johansen

A Loving Reminder:
Please notify the church

office if you are hospitalized.

In case you didn’t know, your pastors pray for all
members of the congregation individually on a
weekly basis. If there is something specific that
you would like them to hold up in prayer for you or
your family, please let them know.
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STATISTICS
ATTENDANCE

January 31 - 331 (8:00-155; 10:15-176)
February 7 - 317 (8:00-148; 10:15-169)
February 14 - 232 (8:00-116; 10:15-116)
February 21 - 316 (8:00-140; 10:15-176)
February 28 - not available

The Joy of Giving Report

Total Receipts: $17,544.16
(through Feb. 21)

Current = $13165.66
Expansion = $1543
Special = $734.50
E.J. Scholarship = $420
Endowment Fund = $25
Rental House = $500
Undesignated Memorial = $119
Library Fund = $10

World Hunger = $100
Ash Wednesday Off. = $927

Simply Giving = $8978.68
(as of February 26, 2010)

Current = $7412.26
Expansion = $496.59
Special =$819.83
ALC Scholarship Fund=$250

Noisy Offering for
February 2010

(not available)

Your 2009 Contribution Statements
will be available in the church office
through April 15, 2010, Monday
through Friday only.

Baptisms:
Josh Shuskey and Chris Jeffries received adult baptism on Sunday, February
14, 2010 at the 8:00 a.m. service at American Lutheran Church. Loren and
Jeanne Goettsch were sponsors for Josh. Don and Marcia Basche were spon-
sors for Chris.

Funerals:
Stanley Graue, (non-member) died on January 25, 2010. Stanley was the hus-
band of Diana (Lehman) Graue.

Velma Bockwoldt, member of American Lutheran Church, died on Sunday,
January 31, 2010. Her services were held at 11:00 a.m. on Wednesday, Febru-
ary 3 at American Lutheran Church.

Richard Briggs (non-member) died on Saturday, February 6, 2010. Services
were held at Dingmann Funeral Home, Luverne, MN on Thursday, February
11, 2010 at 2:00 p.m.
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