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OOPS! — Corrections and Updates on the ALC Communion
Ministry

The recent article in our March Messenger about
our new volunteer communion distribution minis-
try unfortunately had some glaring omissions.
Mrs. Jean Schwartz has been American Lutheran’s long-time
leader of the communion ministry, having faithfully served in this
role for over five years running. Jean’s name was inadvertently
left off of the list of communion ministers. Janelle Saufley and
Joanne Carlson also should have been listed as new communion
distribution volunteers. Your pastors are truly grateful for the
willingness and dedication of these Gospel partners, and are sin-
cerely sorry for these oversights.

REMINDER OF COMMUNON CARD INSTRUCTIONS: The Synod
requests a count of American Lutheran members who commune at least
once during the year. It is therefore necessary to fill out only one Com-
munion Card each year recognizing your having communed here at
ALC. (This can be done at any time during the year.) Ushers will have
Communion Cards available at the Information Center in the Narthex.
This has some advantages in that it lessens the workload of our office
staff as well as makes our congregation a little “greener” by using less
paper! However, if you desire a visit by one of our pastors and wish to
convey that by using a Communion Card, please feel free to do so at
any time. The Worship & Music Committee
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From Pastor Mike:

This month, as has been the custom at American Lutheran, is confirma-
tion month. On Sunday, April 25th, at the 10:15 a.m. service, a total of 14
students will be affirming the promises made to them by God in their
baptisms.

As Lutherans, we practice what is known as infant baptism. We believe
that all of the “action” in a baptism is initiated by the Lord God—God
claims us, forgives us, and promises one day to raise us from the dead.
On our part, we are passive recipients of these great and might promised
gifts. Hence, we believe that, since God is the one doing all of the acting
in the sacrament of baptism, the age of the one receiving God’s gifts is
not a factor. So, whether 10 days old or 100 years old, Lutherans contend
that it is a valid baptism when we combine the water and the Word of
promise.

Getting back to confirmation, all of the students who will
be affirming their baptisms on the last Sunday in April
were baptized as infants or toddlers. God’s gifts (as noted
above) were given and received on that baptism day—but
the fact is that our students were too young to grasp the
significance of what God did for them that day. Thus, we
spend three years teaching them about God, and God’s
love, and why God would have chosen them to be his own. On April
25th, then, the students will have a chance to say, “I now have reached an
age where I am better able to comprehend what my baptism meant and
means. I love and appreciate the gracious God who made me promises
on that day. I affirm my baptism.” And then we celebrate!

I hope you will join us in worship on the 25th to celebrate God’s goodness
with these young people. For they now join all of us who are con-
firmed—all of us who have affirmed our baptisms—as full adult mem-
bers of American Lutheran. Thanks be to God that the Holy Spirit is still
active in the lives of the young!

Adult Ed Opportunities

“Messin’ with Mike” — 9:15 a.m. Sundays between Services.
“On-line Bible Study” -

Check out the website - www.alcworthington.org. - In the very near
future, we will be offering our very first web-based Bible Study!
Please give it a try to help us get the bugs out - oh, and to learn about
the Bible!!
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The disciples were thrilled. They had their Lord back in their presence once
again. Since His Resurrection, He had appeared to them and others several
times. They were still a little confused, though, when He talked about “wait
[ing] for the gift [His] Father promised” (Acts 1:5), and, then, “He was taken
up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid Him from their sight” (Acts 1:9).

You can imagine their bewilderment. He had died and been buried and then
had risen from the dead! He had walked among them and taught them again,
and now...He is taken up into the clouds. No wonder they stood there - proba-
bly with mouths agape - looking into the sky where they had last seen Him.

It took “two men dressed in white” (Acts 1:10) to bring them back to their
senses. “Men of Galilee,’” they said, ‘why do you stand here looking into the
sky? This same Jesus, who has been takne from you into Heaven, will come
back in the same way you have seen Him go into Heaven’” (Acts 1:11).

Back they went to Jerusalem. Their eyes were no longer on the clouds, buth
they were still looking at Jesus. They waited. They prayed. They chose an-
other disciple. And they waited some more - all the while looking at Jesus.

Whom are you looking at? Yes, Jesus has ascended. We can only imagine His
joyful, triumphant return as all the hosts of Heaven welcomed back the risen,
victorious Savior. Because He is that Savior, because He is the Author and
perfecter of our faith, “let us fix our eyes on Jesus” (Hebrews 12:2). Through
His Word and Sacraments, He will lead us in His ways;
He will teach us obedience and self-sacrifice; He will
teach us love for our neighbors. With joyful and gener-
ous hearts, we celebrate the new life that Easter brings
us by sharing the message of the Cross and the Empty
Tomb with all who will listen. Keep looking at Jesus
until in Heaven you see Him face to face!

Stewardship Corner - Whom Are You Looking At?

From your Child In Our Hands Committee:

PARENTING FROM A PEW (Faith Formation for Young Children)

Give thanks to God together for the world of plant life all around you. In your
home, outside your window, or in the yard, look together at plants. House-
plants, grass, trees, and even dandelions are fascinating and amazing. Name
each plant for your child as you observe and touch them carefully. Pray to-
gether using words and whole body actions, giving thanks for the plant life you
have experienced together. Pray, “Thank you, God for trees” as you stretch
your arms high and “Thank you, God, for our spider plant” as you droop your
arms and head in imitation of that spiderlike greenery.
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LUTHER SEMINARY

Luther Seminary in St. Paul educates men and women for leadership in the Chris-
tian Churcharound the world. It is a seminary of the ELCA, but about 25% of its
students and 20% of its faculty come from other denominations and tradi-
tions. Luther educates over 1/3 of the ELCA’s pastors and lay professionals so
what happens at Luther shapes the future of the entire church. The seminary is
known for the breadth and depth of its faculty, both in the richness of their schol-
arship and in the range of their theological perspectives. A hallmark of Luther is
innovation: it is the only Lutheran school offering accredited degrees to students
without requiring them to move to campus. The faculty have developed online
resources for both churchprofessionals and lay people. Check out enterthebi-
ble.org for Bible study resources and luthersem.edu/godpause for a brief daily
devotion based on the texts for the coming Sunday. You will join thousands
around the globe who do. And you might want to recommend working-
preacher.org to a pastor friend of yours. It is fast becoming a valuable resource
for preachers of all denominations. Mark May 2 on your calendar as a Sunday
you want to be sure to worship at ALC. David Lose from Luther who is the Mar-
bury E. Anderson Biblical Preaching Chair will preach at both services and lead a
discussion between services. Come and learn more about Luther and ask him
your questions.

Because of You….Ushers—A Valued Part of Our

ALC

There are 60 men, women, and young people on eight teams that ro-
tate on a monthly basis three times a year for the 8:00 a.m. and 10:15
services. They also serve annually for special services like Lent,
Easter, Thanksgiving, and Christmas Services. Their duties are many:
greeting, ushering, and handing out bulletins to all our members and
guests; counting the number of worshipers; directing communicants
to the Communion Table; adjusting the lighting; and shoveling the
walks in the winter before worship. They assist with baptisms by
checking the baptism candle, baptismal cloth, baptismal water, and
providing hymnals for baptismal families. Collecting the worship
offering and securing it in the safe is another part of their duty. They
provide a comfortable atmosphere for worship by cleaning the pews,
straightening the hymnal racks, etc. and handling other situations and
activities as they arise.
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Sylvia Andersen, Children/Family Ministries Coordinator
Phone: 507-376-5264 Cell: 507-208-8597

email: alcsylvia@frontiernet.net

Parents—remember the opportunity to at-
tend BLAST on April 11th.

April will find BibleLand kids learning about
the Old Testament Prophets. The prophets were special people
God chose to be His messengers. The prophet’s job was to DE-
LIVER the message. Sometimes they faced problems or had to
overcome their own doubts, but they pulled through and delivered
God’s message to His people.

Important Upcoming dates:

Easter Sunday, April 4—NO BibleLand Classes
Sunday, April 11—Roller Skating

Watch for more details
Sunday, May 9 @ 10:15—Kids sing in Worship

June 6–10 tentatively—VBS

Location, Location, Location -

This old Real Estate adage applies in church, too. Church members tend to
have “their pew”. As a general rule, the older folks sit toward the front of
the sanctuary and young families sit toward the rear. I challenge young
families to re-think your decision. You probably chose the rear to keep the
children as inconspicuous as possible, the seats are closer to the exits if a
‘quick escape” needs to be made, etc. Have you considered that choosing
the rear seats might actually be detrimental to your child’s worship? Let me
state the obvious: children are short in stature and in attention span. So,
what if sitting closer to the front of the sanctuary would benefit your child?
They – and you – will be closer to the “action”. They will be able to actually
see what is going on. A child who can see the “action” is much more likely
to pay attention and participate. Won’t that make worship a very real and
meaningful experience to your child – to you, too? I challenge you to con-
sider your location. Try sitting a few pews closer to the front. Take the
plunge and sit within the first five pews! Our sanctuary has conveniently
located doors for a quick exit in front, too! Try it. You might like it!
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Coming up from the WELL…
April 7th – Don’t come to ALC for WELL – instead go
to WHS for the LifeLight Concert starting at 6:30pm.
Buy advanced tickets from Pastor Liz for only $5 –
otherwise they’re $10 at the door. Rock out!

April 14th – WELL takes on a new format, so pay
close attention to your text messages for all the de-
tails. See you at the WELL!

s

Please feed us
We are looking for a few good people to feed hungry mid-
dle schoolers and high schoolers. A list of dates and num-
ber of kids, along with a sign-up sheet, are on the window

outside of Pastor Liz’s door. If you have any questions,
please ask her. Thank you so much!!

Let’s eat!
We start off the month with Easter on April
4th – and that means it’s time for the Easter
Breakfast! Breakfast is served from
7:30am-9:30am in the Fellowship Hall.
Youth, please sign up on Pastor Liz’s window
to serve. If you’d like to provide an egg-
bake, pans are in the Narthex.
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Pledge a mile: it’s back!

Starting on Easter Sunday, April 4th, you will
find special envelopes in the pews for you to
put your money in. This is a special fund-
raiser for the summer High School Mission
Trip to do service projects in Kansas City,
Kansas. Transportation round-trip will add
up to 926 miles, so our goal is $926. Every
dollar we receive gets us a mile closer to KC –
so don’t let us get stranded in Adrian!

A SpecialPlay & Pray
We won’t have Play & Pray at its usual
time on April 11th so that we can make
room for a special Play & Pray on Satur-
day, April 24th !!! Please head on down to
OXFORD BOWL at 3pm, bring your
friends, and get ready to roll. This special
Play & Pray event is free – but we do need
you to sign up on Pastor Liz’s window by
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April 15, 2010

Dear American Lutheran Family,

It is hard to believe that almost a year has gone by since my apartment fire
April 15, 2009 left me homeless. Over the past year, God has shown me such
an outpouring of love and support from my family, friends, co-workers, church
members, community members, Red Cross, Worthington Fire Department,
Worthington Police Department, insurance adjustors, fellow scrapbookers and
stampers, including some people whom I’ve never met! It has been a very
humbling experience to have been given so much in the way of money,
clothes, a place to stay, furniture, stamping and scrapbooking supplies, a hug or
shoulder to cry on, a benefit at church, cards and letters of support, which led
up to a rebuilt home. I happily moved back to my “new” home mid July and
have just about had 9 months there now!

Through this year I have also gone through a medical crisis with Dad’s triple
by-pass surgery September 16, 2009. He has recovered well and now awaits a
minor medical procedure of getting a defibulator put in March 26th. If all goes
as planned, he and mom will be coming to Worthington to visit me for Easter.
Thanks for all of your thoughts and prayers for me and my family during this
time. I truly felt them throughout the surgery and recovery period!

Thanks to all of you who helped put my life back together. It started out as
such a tragedy of losing my home and belongings, but has turned out to be a
lesson in blessings! God has shown me what is truly important in life. That is
the people He puts in our lives. I escaped with the clothes on my back and no
harm to myself or anyone else from the apartment for which I’m truly grateful.
I want to also thank everyone who helped raise just over $1,100 at my benefit
held in September. Your gifts of money and other household items have
helped me start over with a renewed sense of faith in others. I think of so
many of you on a daily basis as I use the gifts everyone so generously show-
ered upon me.

God has provided such riches of friendship and love for me that I feel grateful
for all of you! I pray as we look forward to the Easter season that we can all
rejoice in God’s love for all of us!

With grateful thanks,

SueEllen Bone
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NOTES from the Church Office

THE PERSONNEL COMMITTEE OF ALC MEETS ON THE
THIRD MONDAY OF EACH MONTH AT 5:30 PM in the Heritage
Room. We invite congregation members to bring concerns, ideas and other
topics of discussion to the committee meeting. Staff members have been
asked to encourage members to use this avenue as their time is valuable in
other areas. Please consider using this as a communication tool. Also,
please contact the church office ahead of time to be placed on the agenda.

MISSIONARIES—Letters from our missionaries are posted on the wall in
the narthex. Find out what is happening in their lives!

KEEP YOUR E-MAIL CONTACT INFO UP-TO-DATE—To help us
save on postage, please inform the church office of your email address or if
you have changed your address. Thank you!

There will be a change of date for the Esther Circle’s April Meeting. They
will meet Tuesday, April 13th, 7 p.m. instead of the 6th.

From your Library Board:

Cleaning your library at home? Consider
donating any good used Christian children and teen
books to our library at church.

In case you didn’t know, your pastors pray for all mem-
bers of the congregation individually on a weekly basis.
If there is something specific that you would like them
to hold up in prayer for you or your family, please let
them know.
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Miscellaneous Information
April Scripture Lessons
April 4th - Easter Sunday

Acts 10:34-43 ; 1 Cor 15:19-26 ; Luke 24:1-12
April 11th - Second Sunday of Easter
Acts 5:27-32; Rev 1:4-8; John 20:19-31
April 18th - Third Sunday of Easter

Acts 9:1-6 [7-20]; Rev 5:11-14; John 21:1-19
April 25th - Fourth Sunday of Easter

Acts 9:36-43; Rev 7:9-17; John 10:22-30

A Loving Reminder:
Please notify the church

office if you are hospitalized.

COUNCIL OFFICERS
SERVING IN 2010:

Council President - Doug Obermoller
Vice-President - Cindy Frederickson
Treasurer - Mike Christensen
Secretary - Sharon Johansen

Budget/Finance-Greg Raymo
Endowment-Don Basche
Library—Diane Levine &

Shirly Wieme
Long-Range-
Loyalty & Evangelism-Judy Knuth
Maintenance—Dave Nerem
Parish Ed—Lori Rosenberg

Personnel—Sharon Lynn
Safety—Jim Williams
ALC Scholarship –Dale Carlson
E.J. Scholarship-Greg Kvilhaug
Stewardship—Kieth Olson
Wills, Gifts, Memorials—
Worship & Music-Diane Chapa
Youth Council-Shelley Leopold

Committee Chairs



11

STATISTICS
ATTENDANCE

February 24 - 153 (Lenten Service)
February 28 - 295 (8:00-147; 10:15-148)
March 3 - 206 (Lenten Service)
March 7 - 401 (8:00-202; 10:15-199)
March 10 - 221 (Lenten Service)
March 14 - 320 (8:00-130; 10:15-190)
March 17 - 185 (Lenten Service)
March 21 - 323 (8:00-154; 10:15-169)
March 24 - ? (Lenten Service)
March 28 - 348 (8:00-155; 10:15-193)

The Joy of Giving Report

Total Receipts: $31,175.16
(through Mar. 1-28)

Current = $20,449.94
Expansion = $1,639
Special = $1,094
Reimbursable = $553.50
E.J. Scholarship = $50
ALC Scholarship = $40

Endowment Fund = $25
Rental House = $500
Altar Flowers = $100.72
Haiti Releif = $150
Lenten Offering = $3,060
Manna Food Pantry = $3,513

Simply Giving = $9,261.68
(as of March 29, 2010)

Current = $7,640.26
Expansion = $541.59
Special =$829.83
ALC Scholarship Fund=$250

Noisy Offering for
February 2010 - $231.44
March 2010 - $110.17

Your 2009 Contribution Statements
will be available in the church office
through April 15, 2010, Monday
through Friday only.

Baptism:

Myles Shawn Timmerman, son of Benjamin and Brittany Timmerman, was
baptize on Saturday, March 13, 2010. Sponsors for Myles were Jamie Hendel,
Nicholas Samson, Sonya Daberkow and Tim Daberkow.

Wedding:

Virginia Hoekstra and Aaron Wold were united in marriage at American Lu-
theran Church at 5:00 p.m. on Saturday, March 27, 2010.
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