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Return to Summer Worship Schedule:
During the months of June, July and Au-
gust, our second service will begin at
10:00 a.m. Our first service remains at
8:00 a.m.

QUILTERS will end the season May 26. Our thanks to the Lu-
theran Women’s Organization, Thrivent for their continued sup-
port, an anonymous donor of $100, those who supplied us with
materials, and to Marie Weeks for the many ready made tops.

Thanks and appreciation also go to our delivery people. Jeanne and Loren
Goettsch and Donna and Gene Cargin delivered 43 boxes to the warehouse.
These people are a major part of our quilting project!

In March, during Lent, the Fishermen’s Group held a fund-raiser supper for us
which was very well attended. Thanks to all who came and generously do-
nated, and to the men for all their work! It was a great meal, guys!

On April 8 quilters were privileged to attend the Hospice Benefit Supper due to
a generous donation from Gary Prins. Thanks, Gary! One of our mission
quilt’s and a baby quilt were auctioned off. It was a very fun evening.

We have had a fairly successful year in spite of our winter! We made 174
quilts and gained two new ladies to our group. On average we have 6-10 who
come when their time allows. Anyone who would like to join our group, we’d
love to “up” our numbers.

We’ll begin quilting again in the Fall beginning September 1. Watch for a
reminder in the church bulletin the end of August. Consider joining us for fun
and fellowship—and always that coffee break!!
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From Pastor Mike:

A week ago Wednesday I had an opportunity to attend a ball-
game at Target Field, the new home of the Minnesota Twins.
I love baseball. As a kid, I collected baseball cards and studied
player’s statistics as though my life depended upon my knowing
them by heart. As a young man, I watched in sheer delight as the
Twins twice won World Series championships. Now that I’m
older, I even more appreciate the opportunity to get away and
have three hours of unhindered time at the ballpark. If the Twins
are on television, you can bet there is a high probability that I’ll
be watching.

And yet, despite my love of baseball, I’ve grown wiser with the
passing of time. I realize now—in a way that I couldn’t as a
younger man—that seasons come and go…players arrive and
depart…there are winning years and losing years…there are
streaks and slumps…and that this is part of the beauty of base-
ball, too.

That’s how things go in baseball—and the same could be said
about life in general. Which is why, more and more every day, I
find myself grateful for the verse from Hebrews 13:8 which says,
“Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever.”

When we are “hitting homeruns”, or when we find ourselves
“striking out”, our Lord Jesus is there for us. Whether we are
winning or losing…whether it’s sunny or raining…whether we
like baseball or don’t…our Lord Jesus is there for us. He died
for us. He was raised for us. And we are his. Even if we’re
stuck in section 303, three rows from the top of the stadium, as I
was at Target Field. Even there, Jesus was with me! Praise be to
God.
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From Pastor Ryan:

Being Community in Christ

Fast-paced lives. Full schedules. High-speed communications. A
big congregation where you probably don’t know everyone’s name
and might not even recognize a long-term member if they happen to
attend the worship service that you don’t.

These are all pieces of the reality of American Lutheran Church in
Worthington, MN. They are not bad things; but they can make be-
ing a Christian community more complicated. They can make us
feel and even be more of a collection of individuals than a true com-
munity, an interdependent organism that cares for each other and
attends to each others’ joys and challenges for no other reason than
that we are brothers and sisters in Christ together.

For the next few months I’ll be throwing out some ideas on how our
ALC community can deepen its woven-together-ness. This month’s
might be the most unexpected: I’d like to invite you to attend more
funerals.

A visitation, or a wake, is a time for friends and family to gather
together to celebrate the life of a loved one and to mourn their pass-
ing. The meal following a funeral service serves a similar purpose.
I’m not asking anyone to intrude on these family times. But please
hear this: the funeral service itself, the time of worship – well, that
is supposed to be a function of the entire Christian community, the
whole congregation, whether you knew the individual well or not at
all. It is a time to hear the gospel proclaimed in a way you will not
hear anywhere else – where words about death and resurrection take
on more vibrant significance, more poignant meaning. A funeral is
a life passage, and it is a time where we all support one another and
remind each other of God’s promises, even if that support comes in
the form of our mere presence, in our numbers, in the visible body
of Christ – in short, in our community.
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Special Congregation Meeting Notice:
June 13, 2010 at 9:00AM (right after first service)

Dear Members of American Lutheran Church May 24, 2010

The summer months are approaching and historically the summer has been
a time period when offerings have dropped until September and school
starts again. Compared to previous years, if the summer pattern repeats
itself we may not have sufficient funds this year to carry us through until
September. The special meeting will be to authorize your Church Council
to set up an operating line of credit at a local bank that would cover up to 6
weeks of operating expenses, estimated at $40,000.00. We believe that
sum is sufficient until September arrives. Please understand that we do
currently have a cash surplus in the operating account, we gained some
ground in April and hope to gain some more in May. Our monthly operat-
ing expenses have also been under budget this year, for which we are in-
deed thankful. The Church Council does not anticipate a shortfall but be-
lieves a line of credit would be prudent planning for the situation should it
develop. The operating line would only be used to cover the amount of any
shortfall when needed and if we do not use the line, we have no cost in-
volved. The reason for acting now is to avoid the 2-3 week delay between
the time should we see a shortfall developing later this summer, until we
can do something about it. More information will be forthcoming between
now and June 13.

In Christ
2010 Church Council President: Doug Obermoller

2008 2009 2010
BOX 1 - GENERAL OPERATING
Beginning Balance - Jan 1-April 30 $ 49,723.49 $ 27,757.05 $ 12,047.17

Receipts $ 415,116.88 $ 401,556.11 $ 134,071.52
Expenditures $(435,570.90) $(417,228.44) $(137,430.43)
Adjusting Entries YE $ (1,512.42) $ (37.55) $ -

Ending Balance - $ 27,757.05 $ 12,047.17 $ 8,688.26

To meet our Budget would need to collect $34,230.00 every month from Box 1
offerings.
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From your Child In Our Hands
Committee:

PARENTING FROM A PEW (Faith Forma-
tion for Young Children)

Before your family bedtime prayer, recap your
and your child’s day. “We were so blessed
today! We had a yummy breakfast, played
with friends, took a nap…” Encourage your
child to share something about the day. To-
gether, thank God for everyday blessings.

NEEDED: New LEAD PENCILS –

Would you help meet the goal of supplying
10,000 lead pencils to children in Tanzania?
Children in Tanzania are not allowed to attend

school unless they own a lead pencil. There will be a box on the
Information Center where you can bring pencils you wish to donate.
This project will end on June 13. Thank you for helping bring hope
to these children!

SERVING AT THE BANQUET

The Banquet is a Christian ministry that offers the opportunity for volunteers to
provide, prepare and serve a meal to people living on limited means in Sioux
Falls. American Lutheran Church will be serving a noon meal for approximately
350 people on Saturday, July 24, 2010 at The Banquet. We need people to do-
nate food and also three groups to help prepare and serve the food:

1 Friday, July 23: 1-4 PM prepare food at church (6-8 volunteers)
2 Saturday, July 24: 8:30 -10:30AM prepare food at The Banquet (6-

8 volunteers)
3 Saturday, July 24: 10:30AM-2:00 PM serve our guests at The Ban-

quet (32 volunteers)
Please watch for sign-up sheets in the back of the church or contact Nancy
Zaske with any questions (727-0629)
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MONEY AND THE GREAT COMMISSION

Jesus’ parting command was: “Therefore go and make disciples of all na-
tions, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded
you.” (Matthew 28:19-20). Jesus was very direct and explicit with His man-
date. There is no question as to where or with whom we are to share the
Gospel. The love that God gives us is to be shared by us with all people eve-
rywhere. He has given us our marching orders, and, in His strength, we can
give ourselves fully to His work.

Because God has chosen to use us as His tools to bring salvation to all peo-
ple, we must use our lives and gifts to spread the Good News. Paul wrote,
“We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as through God were making His
appeal through us” (2 Corinthians 5:20). One of the tools that God gives us
to use in our mission of reaching out to others with the Gospel is our money.
According to an old stewardship phrase, “Stewardship without mission is
unnecessary and mission without stewardship is impossible.” Stewardship
and mission are inseparable. The funding of the Great Commission needs to
come from believers. The money which God entrusts to us has many pur-
poses, and the funding of mission work is of first importance. Through the
giving of our money, we demonstrate our obedience to Jesus’ command to
reach out to all people. Paul wrote that, through our giving, we “test the sin-
cerity of [our] love by comparing it with the earnestness of others” (2 Corin-
thians 8:8).

For nonbelievers and those who lack spiritual maturity, the giving of money
is done begrudgingly out of a sense of obligation. By the grace of God, our
attitude toward giving is a “want to” rather than a “got to” give. We view
giving as a privilege and an opportunity to spread the Gospel through our
money. Our giving expresses our gratitude for who God is and all that He
has done through His Son. Through faith, we hold onto our money loosely
and then are privileged to experience the joy of giving as we give God our
first and best. As Christians we understand that God has claim on all that we
have, so we willingly and cheerfully give our money to help all people hear
of God’s love. Money is an important tool for God’s mission. Through our
faithful giving, we are able to leverage our witnessing to all people.

From your Stewardship Committee:
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Sylvia Andersen, Children/Family Ministries Coordinator
Phone: 507-376-5264 Cell: 507-208-8597

email: alcsylvia@frontiernet.net

During the summer, we will share ideas for strengthening your family’s faith. In Deuteronomy 6:6-9 we are given a
“how-to” guide. The following suggestions from Children’s Ministry Magazine are based on those guidelines. Here is
Part One:

Faith-Nurturing Family Activities
Keith Johnson

Family devotions are notorious for giving migraines to parents and causing
children to groan...Christian parents realize the value of time at home spent with
God -- but how do we do it? Family faith-building need not always be structured
to be effective. Whether the setting is formal or impromptu, the purpose is a
conscious effort to strengthen communication, to experience communion, and
to build community.

Here are specific activities to help parents build their children's faith at home.

Worship Preparation -- Prepare for formal "at church" worship before you
leave home. Wake up earlier than your kids so you're not rushed. My mom
diffused the Sunday-morning-rush stress by waking us up to the soft sounds of
Christian music. Music sets an emotional tone wherever it's heard. It worked for
King Saul, and it worked in our madhouse also.

Prayer -- Have you ever passed by someone broken down on the side of the
road but you just couldn't stop? Why not pray aloud for that person? Or when
you spot an ambulance or squad car speeding to the scene of a problem, pray
for the people involved, their safety, and their relationship with God...Another
time for prayer is just before kids run off to school. My wife commits our children
to the Lord and challenges them to stand up for the things that are right and
against the things that are wrong.

Bible Reading/Study -- Read a key verse at breakfast. Read or tell a Bible
story in your words before bedtime. Bible reading should be a social, bonding
opportunity, not a dry discipline devoid of purpose. Remember: Short passages
for "short people," long passages for "long people."

Meals Together -- Mealtime is family together-time. Even if you regularly don't
eat meals together, you can still create activities that nurture faith during
mealtime. Assign table-setting chores and the before-dinner prayer to different
family members. My daughter loves to have everyone pray with her when she
prays. Encourage conversation. I like to ask open-ended questions at the table.
Ask each person, "What's the best thing that happened to you today? the
worst?" Instead of asking, "What did you do at school today?" get specific:
"Who did you play with at recess? Who did you sit with at lunch and what did
you talk about? Who was your friend today at school?"

Part Two will appear in the July Messenger.
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A special invitation
for all 8th, 9th, 10th, 11th, & 12th graders!

On Wednesday, June 9th we will be meeting for a
“special” session of W.E.L.L. where
we will say good-bye to everyone who
will be leaving us in the Fall and Hello
to everyone who will be joining us
now—we’re calling it
“FareWELL” (get it-hehe). We will
meet at 7 pm by the kitchen and then
we’ll be off. Something was taken and

y’all need to search all over Worthington to find it and re-
trieve it, and then we’ll celebrate. We will also need driv-
ers, so if you (adults, we’re talking to you now) would like
to drive, please sign-up on Pastor Liz’s window or give her
a call at 360-7230.

Prayand Play at The W.E.L.L.
This Summer we will have a fun, energetic, running

around good-time every Wednesday night
as both Middle School students and High

School students are invited to come to-
gether for Pray and Play at The W.E.L.L.
We will have the best of both

Pray and Play and
The W.E.L.L.—we’ll have food, we’ll run
around (inside and outside), we’ll go on
“outings,” and we’ll have fun! We will meet
EVERY Wednesday (Starting on June 23rd)
from 6:30 pm-8:00pm. If you have questions
you can text/call Pastor Liz at 360-7230.
We look forward to seeing you there as we Pray and Play

at The W.E.L.L.!
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Because of You…

“Saved by Grace,” “Justified by Faith,” “Together Making Christ Known,”
“Victory,” “Praise God,” “From Whom All Blessings Flow,” “Still, Still, Still,”
“Growing in Faith,” “Listen, God Is Calling” “I Have Called You by Name”…
Do you know where you have seen these words?
You’re right, they can be seen on the colorful banners displayed in our church
facility. Some can be found suspended from the ceiling, some displayed on a wall
and others hanging on a pole.

Wherever they hang, the banners are intended to catch your eye and be a visual
reminder of important aspects of a Christian life: faith, celebration, love, thank-
fulness, praise, trust, comfort, encouragement, joy, hope and more. The symbols
and messages used on the banners are chosen to be affirming and uplifting, with
the hopes of sending you out into the world with renewed purpose.

At ALC, we have banners for many seasons and celebrations: Pentecost, Thanks-
giving, Advent, Christmas, Epiphany, Lent, Easter, funerals, weddings, ordina-
tions plus many others to remind us of our Christian identity. A small group of
women design and sew them, usually in a downstairs classroom which has been
converted to a work room, with some of the detailed cutting done at home. Funds
from the Lutheran Women’s budget help cover some of the costs of making the
two or three new banners each year. Seasonally, and as events occur, the banners
are changed and hung in various locations around the church, usually requiring a
step or extension ladders. A functional storage system upstairs near the attic al-
lows the banners to hang freely with minimal wrinkling.

Before you see a new banner on display, much thought has gone into its creation.
The banner makers meet with the ministry team along with the decorating com-
mittee to discuss Advent and Lenten themes. Design ideas can be sparked from
bulletin covers, greeting cards, online sources, children’s books, and of course,
banner books. (Our Thanksgiving banners were inspired by the images on a pa-
per napkin and in a coloring book.) After design and color choices are made, fab-
ric is purchased both for the body of the banner and for the detail to be applied to
the banner. Using an overhead projector, the design is projected onto a basement
wall and traced to the desired size. After the paper pattern is cut out, it is traced
onto the fabric which has been backed with an iron-on adhesive. The fabric
pieces are cut out and then ironed on the body of the banner to create the desired
design. For added affect, shading and further detail is often added with oil pastels
(chalk-like oil crayons) to create a richer, more vibrant design.

Next time you are in the church building take a look around, let a banner catch
your eye, reflect on its message, take it to heart and know it’s on display for YOU.
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50th Anniversary

Open House Celebration

for

Reverend Arlen Foss

Sunday, June 13, 2010

Jasper Evangelical Lutheran Church

Worship 11:00 a.m.

Dinner (no cost) & Fellowship 12:30 p.m.

“AMERICAN LUTHERAN CHURCH ENDOWMENT FUND”

A Quiet Offering will be taken on the second Sunday of each month for the
benefit of the ALC Endowment Fund. The next Quiet Offering will be
Sunday, June 13.

What does the Endowment Fund do for your church?
† Provides a monetary percent of the assets for capital improvements,
programs and other ministry initiatives in your church.
† Provides outreach into the local community
† Provides for missions supported by your church

How can I give?
† Monthly Offering † Cash or securities. † Property † Life Insurance
† Charitable Gift Annuity † Trust † Will

Planned giving allows your gifts to benefit your church now and in the fu-
ture. For information on how you can make a gift to the ALC EF, contact
the Church Office. Please prayerfully consider a contribution to the En-
dowment Fund.

In May, $484.50, was contributed through the Quiet Offering. Thank you
for your giving!

Remember, the larger the Fund, the more that can be given back!
The Endowment Committee
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SHETEK HAPPENINGS!

Great Outdoor Lutheran Fundraiser …
“G.O.L.F.XII” - G.OL.F. is an invitation to all

friends and supporters of Shetek Lutheran Min-

istries to enjoy a day on the links at the Slayton
Country Club and support your camp. The day

begins with registration, coffee & rolls from

8:30-9:30 a.m. The 18 hole Scramble begins at 9:30 a.m. Lunch will be
served at the clubhouse as you golf. The day will conclude at approxi-

mately 3:00 p.m. with refreshments, door prizes and awards. The entry fee

of $75 covers the above events. Contact Dennis Weeks if you are inter-
ested in attending!

The annual picnic for Leah Circle
will be held at Martin and Dorothy
Aaser’s home on Monday, June 7,
2010 at 5:30 p.m. Bring your own
meat and a dish to share. Table ser-
vice, beverage and dessert will be
furnished.

THE SEASONED CITIZENS OF FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH invite all of you

American Lutheran seasoned citizens to our church on Thursday,
June 3 at 2:00 p.m. to have desert and refreshments with us. We
have a special program for you as Majorie Larson will be talking
and showing slides of her recent trip to Thailand, Cambodia and
Vietnam. Please join us if you can.
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NOTES from the Church Office

THE PERSONNEL COMMITTEE OF ALC MEETS ON THE
THIRD MONDAY OF EACH MONTH AT 5:30 PM in the Heritage
Room. We invite congregation members to bring concerns, ideas and other
topics of discussion to the committee meeting. Staff members have been
asked to encourage members to use this avenue as their time is valuable in
other areas. Please consider using this as a communication tool. Also,
please contact the church office ahead of time to be placed on the agenda.

MISSIONARIES—Letters from our missionaries are posted on the wall in
the narthex. Find out what is happening in their lives!

KEEP YOUR E-MAIL CONTACT INFO UP-TO-DATE—To help us
save on postage, please inform the church office of your email address or if
you have changed your address. Thank you!

THE KINGS’ AID TRUCK/TRAILER will be loaded Saturday, June 5,
beginning at 8:30 a.m. We have been very pleased with the response in
recent years and hopefully we will have many hands again this year. We
need to form a body chain to move the boxes from the basement to the
loading area. We will be renting a U-Haul unless someone volunteers a
vehicle to transport the items.

Budget/Finance-Greg Raymo
Endowment-Don Basche
Library—Diane Levine &

Shirly Wieme
Long-Range-
Loyalty & Evangelism-Judy Knuth
Maintenance—Dave Nerem
Parish Ed—Lori Rosenberg

Personnel—Sharon Lynn
Safety—Jim Williams
ALC Scholarship –Dale Carlson
E.J. Scholarship-Greg Kvilhaug
Stewardship—Kieth Olson
Wills, Gifts, Memorials—
Worship & Music-Diane Chapa
Youth Council-Shelley Leopold

Committee Chairs

In case you didn’t know, your pastors pray for all mem-
bers of the congregation individually on a weekly basis.

If there is something specific that you would like them

to hold up in prayer for you or your family, please let
them know.
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BAPTISMS IN MAY:

Kathryn Garnet Spoonhour, (born December 18, 2009),
daughter of Amanda Schnurstein and Garnet Spoon-
hour was baptized at American Lutheran Church on
May 1, 2010. Sponsors for Kathryn were Derek Ander-
son and Jean John son.

Kennedy Jo Murphy, (born October 14, 2009), daughter of Marcus and
Keri Murphy was baptized at American Lutheran Church on May 8,
2010. Sponsors for Kennedy were Meghan Murphy and Ashley Ander-
son.

Max Robert Nowak, (born September 3, 2009), son of Brian and Teresa
Nowak was baptized at the 10:15 a.m. service on Sunday, May 9, 2010.
Sponsors for Max were Dan and Tanya Bruns and Dave and Jenny Fuci-
arelli.

Jacob Joseph Carroll, son of Jeff Carroll was baptized at the 8:00 a.m.
service on May 16, 2010. Jacob was born on October 25, 1994.

Taylor Joanne Clausen, (born July 8, 2009), daughter of Thomas and
Johanna Clausen was baptized at the 10:15 a.m. service at American Lu-
theran Church on Sunday, May 23, 2010. Sponsors for Taylor were
Susan Shea, Timothy Clausen and Krista Bicknese.

Dayden Somsie Duangapai, (born February 24, 2010), son of Melissa
Folkers and Vinai Duangapai was baptized at American Lutheran Church
at the 10:15 a.m. service on Sunday, May 30, 2010. Sponsors for Day-
den were Michael Folkers and Raelene Folkers.

DEATH:

A committal service was held on Saturday, May 22, 2010 for Daryl
Edgecomb, member of American Lutheran Church. Daryl died on

A Loving Reminder:
Please notify the church

office if you are hospitalized.


