
WHAT IS IT?  

This offering, which is received each year 

in December in our churches, amounts to 

about 54% of the operational budget of 

our Southern Baptist Convention Inter-

national Mission Board which coordi-

nates the efforts of our more than 5,500 

missionaries serving around the world. 

100% of this offering goes directly to the 

support of our missionaries on the vari-

ous mission fields around the world with 

none of it being taken out for any admin-

istrative costs.  

 

WHY IS IT?  

More than1.5 billion people are missing 

out on the opportunity to hear the Gospel. 

The Bible describes them as living in 

darkness, alienated from God and with-

out hope in this world or in eternity. Lot-

tie Moon, one of our earliest Southern 

Baptist Missionaries to China in the 

early 1900s literally gave her life to carry 

the Gospel to the Chinese people. 

She wrote numerous letters to faithful 

Southern Baptists pleading for their sup-

port by asking, òHow many million more 

souls are to pass into eternity without 

having heard the name of Jesus?ó Across 

the years those millions have grown to 

more than 1.5 billion.  

 

 

WHO IS IT?  

The International Mission Board missionaries 

are currently focusing on pockets of òspiritually 

lostó people that include: 

 About 40 nations and 700 lan-

guages 

 34% Muslim  

 32% Hindu  

 13.5% Animist  

 6% Buddhist  

 6% Unknown Religion  

 4% Non-Religious/other  

 

WHAT CAN I DO?  

You can pray and ask God what He would have 

you to give for this special offering. In conversa-

tions with several Deacons we have set a church 

goal of only $1,000 to be collected during Decem-

ber. As Pastor I believe we will far surpass this 

goal and I look forward to sending the Interna-

tional Mission Board a significant check in Janu-

ary to say that Ball Ground First Baptist Church 

is committed to doing our part to fulfill the Man-

dates of our Lord in Acts 1:8 and the Great Com-

mission of Matthew 28:18 -20. 

 

Pastor Richard  

LOTTIE MOON CHRISTMAS OFFERING  

Dates to Remember 

¶ 12/3  -  Womenõs Tea 

¶ 12/6  -  Conference and Fellowship dinnerñ7:00 pm 

¶ 12/13  -  Brotherhood Breakfastñ7:45 am 

¶ 12/19  -  Breakfast at the Manager, 8:00 am 

¶ 12/20  -  Christmas Cantata, 11:00 am 

¶ 12/25  - Christmas Day 

¶ Choir Practice  -  12/6, 12/13 @ 6:00 pm 

¶ Prayer Meeting  -  12/2, 12/9, 12/16, 12/23 & 12/30 
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Worship Times  

 

¶ Sunday School  -  9:45 am 

¶ Sunday Morning Worship  -  11:00 am 

¶ Sunday Evening Worship  -  7:00 pm 

¶ Wednesday Evening Prayer Meeting  -  7:00 pm 

P.O. Box 328 

Ball Ground, GA  30107  

770-735-3374 

www.ballgroundfbc.org  



Forty Years  
1. Israel wandered in wilderness 40 yearsðone year for each day Joshua, Caleb and others explored 
the promised landéé..Numbers 14:34 , Exodus 16:35  

2. Peace for Israel in Promised Land when God raised up judges to lead Israel against ene-
miesééé...Judges 3:11 , 5:31, 8:28 

 
Forty Days  
1. Spies in land of promiseéé..Numbers 13:25  
2. Rain that caused great floodéé..Genesis 7:4, 17  
3. Moses neither ate nor drankéé...Exodus 34:28  
4. Jonah proclaimed Godôs judgment against Nineveh in 40 days (period of probation)é..Jonah 3:4   
5. Elijah fed by angel of Lord and traveled 40 days and 40 nightséé.I Kings 19:7 -8 
6. Jesus fasted 40 days and nights.  His 40 days in the desert were marked by temptation and obedi-
ence.  Israelôs 40 years in the wilderness were marked by temptation and disobedienceé..Matthew 
4:2 

7. From Jesusô resurrection to his ascensioné.Acts 1:3  
 
Conclusions  
Rather than the number 40 being symbolic, it demonstrates Godôs decisiveness and 
intervention in our lives.  In several cases involving 40 days, the time is more than 
adequate to support the conclusion that it was a super=natural event. 
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Prayer List 

December  

Significance of Biblical Time Periods 
Covering Forty Years or Forty Days 

Sylvia McMullen 

Rita Morris 

Sandra Homillerõs Friend 

Katie Sheriff & Children 

 

 

Ball Ground FBC Attendance 

Ball Ground FBC Family 

Ball Ground FBC Youth 

Christmas Cantata 

Government & Leaders 

Israel 

Military 

New Orleans Baptist Seminary 

Non-Participating Members 

People out of work 

People Persecuted for their faith 

President Obama 

Prime Minister of Israel 

Southern Baptist Missionaries 

Sunday School 



Ball Ground First Baptist Church  

Encouragers Senior Adult Class 

 

Our bible study for December takes us back 700 

years before the birth of Christ when theprophet 

Micah foretold of His coming.  Here we are to-

day, 2700 years later, entering into what we call 

òthe Christmas Seasonó, to celebrate the birth of 

our Savior Jesus Christ.  Our lesson uses Christ-

mas carol titles as the title of our weekly study.  

It focuses on how much God cares for us. 

 

We pray that your family feels Godõs love and 

care as you share this Season with friends and 

loved ones.  Merry Christmas! 

 

Teacher Earl Blalock  

December is going to be an exciting month for our 

childrenõs ministry!  Our childrenõs Sunday school 

classes are ready to go with a new curriculum, class 

divisions and teachers.  Our children will be pre-

senting a brief Christmas program on Sunday 

morning, December 20, and our first childrenõs out-

reach effort is scheduled for Saturday morning, 

December 19 at 9:00 am. 

 

òBreakfast at the Mangeró will offer families in our 

community the opportunity to come and enjoy a 

pancake breakfast, have their childrenõs pictures 

taken (in costume) as part of a manger scene, create 

a one of a kind frame in which to display their pic-

tures, hear the Biblical story of Christmas and sing 

along to well known Christmas carols.  

 

This project is only possible because of your efforts 

and participation. Thank you for the support and 

enthusiasm you have already shown!  Please con-

tinue to pray as details are finalized and plans 

come together: 

 

Pray for me as I make sure that everything is 

organized.  Pray that no detail is overlooked.  

 

Pray for those who have volunteered: For their 

preparation in gathering materials and their 

spiritual preparation as they look forward to 

ministering to children and young families.  

 

Pray that God would bring families in and that 

they would experience His love through our 

efforts. 

 

Sharing the joy of Emmanuel ­ - òGod with usó, 

Judith  
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Sunday School/Bible Study News  

Our Young Adult class will begin study on December 6 using a new 

set of literature from Threads called LifeMatters ñsolid Bible study 

connected to real life. 

 

December's studies will focus on Godõs Christmas Songs. Weõre 

going to look at some old familiar carols and the truths that are 

contained within them. 

 

Michael Hall will lead the class.  You can find us Sunday mornings 

at  10 a.m., upstairs in the Education Building, first door on the 

right. 

Young Adult Class 

4 & 5 Year Old Class  

 

In Miss Beth's 4 and 5 year class we will focus on the events sur-
rounding Jesus' birth.  Children will learn that God told Isaiah about 
His plan, chose Mary and Joseph to be Jesus' parents, and sent Je-
sus because He loves us.  During the last week of December, kids 
will discover that people brought gifts to Jesus because He  Is God's 
son. 

 
I want to welcome Miss Leah as my co-teacher in 
our class.  We are looking forward to celebrating 
Christmas with your per-scholars and kinder-
garteners. 

Ball Ground First Baptist Church invites 

everyone of all ages to join us each Sun-

day morning at 10:00 am for Sunday 

Morning Bible Study.  We have classes 

for all ages.  For information please visit 

our website at www.ballgroundfbc.org or 

contact the church at 770-735-3374 



December 20, 2009  

Sunday Morning, 11:00 am  

 

Welcome to Our World  

Celebrating Peace on Earth  

 

Christmas Cantata  

Ball Ground First Baptist Church 
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December  

Breakfast at the Manger 

A FRIEND LIKE YOU 

 

Iõve roamed the highways of all the world 

In search of a friend like you. 

Met a thousand folks in a thousand ways 

Loyal, honest and true. 

 

Iõve sailed to the ends of all the seas, 

Wide and deep and blue. 

But never have found a truer Friend,  

Than the Friend Iõve found in you. 

 

Iõd like to live in a cozy house 

Thatõs built on friendship street. 

Where folks like you are apt to come 

And we could often meet. 

 

Iõd always leave my latch string out 

And my door would open wide. 

And my heart as well as my cozy house 

Would have room for you inside. 

 

If I could start a sorting out 

The folks I like the best. 

Iõd find you right up at the top 

A leading all the rest. 

 

Author:  Unknown 

Submitted by Earl Blalock 

December 19, 2009 

9:00 am 

Ball Ground First Baptist Church 

 

Pictures made in costume at the manger 

Hear the Biblical Story of Christmas 

Crafts, Carols and Lots of Fun 

Pancake Breakfast  

 



Earl & Mary Blalock  -   12/16  

 

Garry & Judith Barber  -   12/27  
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Will Homiller  -   12/5  

Vivian Floyd  -   12/14  

Pam Homiller  -   12/23  

Barbara Harris  -   12/28  

Jim Wilkie  -   12/30  

Michael Hall  -   12/30  

 

From Heaven to our hearts 

and home.  

Emma McKenzie  

 

Born November 10, 2009 

2:29 pm 

6 pounds, 13 oz. 19 inches 

.    

So Blessed,  

Leann & Robert Riffle  

Big sister Jordan 

Big brothers Chase & Quintin. 

   

Every good and perfect gift is 

from above. James 1:17 

Brotherhood Breakfast 

 

Sunday, December 13, 2009 

7:45 am 

 

Come join the Brotherhood 

For a wonderful breakfast 

And great fellowship! 

 

Popcorn Balls 

By:  Bess OõMalley 

8 cups popped corn 

3/4 cups sugar 

1/2 cup light corn syrup 

1/2 cup water 

1 tsp. white vinegar 

1/4 tsp. salt  

3/4 cup butter  

Measure popped corn into large bowl.  Combine sugar, syrup , water, vinegar and salt in a 2 quart 

saucepan.  Heat to boiling over medium-high heat.  Stir frequently.  Once boiling cook stirring con-

stantly to 260 degrees on a candy thermometer or until small amount of mixture dropped into very 

cold water forms a hard ball.  Pour syrup in a thin stream over corn in bowl, stirring until all corn is 

well coated.  Cool slightly.  Butter hands and shape into 3-inch balls and place on waxed paper. 
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