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February 2010

Reflections From Your Pastor

I recently read the following article by Dr. Thom Rainer, President of Lifeway Christian Resources based on
recent studies done by Lifway and want all our members to read it and reflect on it.

Pastor Richard
TRAITS OF EFFECTIVE DISCIPLE-MAKING CHURCHES

THE CHURCH HAS AN ENTRY POINT CLASS THAT ALL NEW MEMBERS ATTEND. Though these
classes have different names, they have similar purposes. The classes did provide information, but they were
not Iimited to dispensing facts about the church. The classes also established expectations of members.
Some of the expectations are noted below.

MEMBERS ARE EXPECTED TO ATTEND AN OPEN GROUP BIBLE STUDY. An open group is an ongoing
class that allows entry at any point. Historically, they have been called Sunday School classes, but today
they have a variety of names.

MEMBERS ARE EXPECTED TO ATTEND A CORPORATE WORSHIP SERVICE EACH WEEK. This is the
time for the people to gather for the preaching of the Word and to worship the One True God together.

MEMBERS ARE EXPECTED TO BE INVOLVED IN AT LEAST ONE MINISTRY OR MISION ACTIVITY
PER YEAR. The church has clear expectations that members are to be involved in those activities that cause
them to look beyond themselves and to care for the physical, emotional and spiritual needs of others.

MEMBERS ARE EXPECTED TO READ AND STUDY THE BIBLE DAILY. Our research has shown that
daily personal Bible study 1s the clearest indicator that a Christian is growing spiritually. These disciple-
making churches exhort, encourage, and provide resources for the members to be involved in daily Bible
study.

It 1s not unusual to hear objections when we present this research. “If I led my church to have these high ex-
pectations of members,” the argument goes, “we would have a mass exodus.” But our research shows just the
opposite. Higher expectations get more positive behavioral patterns. People want to be a part of something
that makes a difference.

As more church members get involved in open groups, deeper studies, corporate worship, ministry, missions,

and daily Bible study, they will become more effective disciples for Christ. And thus churches will grow
stronger and become healthier.

Dr. Thom Rainer @ o«sssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssss p
Special points of interest:

Worship Times

Brotherhood Breakfast - 2/14 —| g

Sunday School/Bible Study - 10:00 am Family Night - 2/17 (covered dish) T
Prayer Meetings - 2/17, 2/24 - r
Food Bank Sunday - 2/21

Sunday Morning Worship - 11:00 am
Sunday FEvening Worship - 7:00 pm - -
. L. I . Zomen’s Bible Study - 2/25
Wednesday Evening Prayer Meeting - 7:00 pm Women’s Bible Study - 2/25 r
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Page 2 Ball Ground First Baptist Church
The Abortion Issue

Since the U.S. Supreme Court ruled in Roe vs. Wade 't
been murdered. Following are verses that relate to the abortion issue with a brief comment. Read the verses to complete
your understanding:

Exodus 21:22-25 law regarding accidental loss of fetus.
Mattthew 1:22-23 fetus referred to as a child.

Luke 1:41 fetus has conscious awareness.

Psalms 51:5 sinful nature is present at conception.
Isaiah 46:3 God cares for the conceived child.
Psalms 139:14-16God pl ans .a
Jeremiah 1:5 God knows us before we are born.
Isaiah 49:1 God calls us from within the womb.
Proverbs 24:11 Rescue those unjustly led away to death.

child' s [|ife
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Following are some abortionist arguments together with appropriate responses:

1. Argument: Who are you to impose your values on another?

Response: T h e y Taecéptghenfnosdch.s v al ues
2. Ar gument You do as you please with your body and
Response: |l t-ysunarey®God’  Bodyeati on. Your body is
3. Argument : lt's a matter of choice and | have the r

Response: Fine, make your choice but don't hurt me with your choice.

4. Argument: So what?

Response: You may see the fetus as an unborn person but your position shows the low level of concern you have
bor another human .

Submitted by: Bill Easterling

Scott & Sandra Allen
Donna & Daniel Anthony
Wanda Cowart

Joyce Vest

Jim Behrbaum

Alice & Justin Bateman
Lisa Berry

Bill & Nina Black
Jenny Wilkie

Bryant Family

Andrew Cash

Bill Cash

Drew Cash

Stanley & Blanche Cash
Wayne Chappell

Phillip Clark

Ryan & Sarah Compton
Darwin Dobson
Michael Fisher

Wendy Fletcher

Vivian Floyd & Family
Al & Kay Fowler

Edward Goodwin

James Hall & Family

Barbara Harris

Josh Haynes

Justin Haynes & Fam-

ily

Brian & Amy Hooper &
Family

Fred Hooper

Diane Jaris

Betty Jordan

Martha Kelly

Pat Layton

John Little & Family

Miranda Long & Family

Sylvia McMullen

Mike Murphy

Nick Niklason

Nora Nix

Regina Northrup

Hobert Ratcliff

Ann Roe

Prayer Requests

Katie Sheriff & Chil-
dren

Sam Starr

Adam Vest

Billie Whidby

Charlcy Wilkie

Inez Wimberly
Stephanie Wood & Fam-
ily

Sandra Wren

Jack & JoAnn Hooperr
Judith Barber

Charles Ray
Trammell Rhodes
Reid & Melissa Sellars
Jack & JoAnn Hooper
Stephen Homiller
Tom Homiller

Choir

Barry Hollifield
Clarence McClure
Adien

Ball Ground FBC Attendance

Ball ground FBC Family

Ball Ground Non-Participating

Members

Ball Ground Sunday School
Ball ground FBC Youth
Government & Leaders
Haiti Earthquake Victims
Israel

Military

National School Systems
New Orleans Baptist Semi-
nary

People Out of Work

People Persecuted for their
Faith

President Obama

Prime Minister of
Israel

Southern Baptist
Missionaries
Women’s Bible
Study

VBS
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Volume 1, Issue 1 Page 3

SUNDAY SCHOOL/BIBLE STUDY NEWS

! , 4 & 5 Year Class
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-of thinking are completely changed when we Children will be hearing Bible stories, singing songs,
‘accept and follow Jesus ChristFrom the study: learning Bible verses, and participating in activities to
‘guide..."This month, we're going to discuss how |l earn the things Jesus di
- God expects this new wiring to work.You'll see will also teach kids some of the ways Jesus showed
inew directions for life and understand how to love. As children build n understanding that Jesus
better relate to the world around you. Hopefully! loved people and met their needs, they will grow in
3y0u|| begin to live life rewired, the way your their understanding of what Jesus can do for them.

Creator intended." ) o
Miss Leah and Ms. Beth invite any 4 or 5 year old to

Michael Hall leads the class; Sundaylaam; Iast join our class every Sunday morning,

door on the left.
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Encouragers: Senior Adult Class If you are pleased with me,
teach me your ways so | may

Our study theme for February is tit lkfoWyouidmadntinbedo find

o favor with you.
The Herschel Hobbs Commentary tells us: The battle of the mind is

one of the greatest battles in our day. Culture constantly bombards us Exodus 33:13
with a barrage of messages. If we choose to dwell on these various
messages indiscriminately, regardless of their source, some will sabo-
tage our spiritual health. In the Bible, God places an emphasis on the
thoughts of the mindplay a dominant role in our responding to God.

14
ove
As seniors, we especially are looking forward to our study this coming L c0ers
month. Everyone is invited to join us each Sunday and anyone with a , Over
prayer request please call us at 770-735-3981. ‘ all
‘ wrongs

Encouragers Sunday School
Earl Blalock
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Dondét face the struggl
divorce alone. Find support and biblical

BREAD OF LIFE .
Counsening cenn @nswers through Divorce Care.

COUNSELING CENTER

Location: Bread of Life Counseling Center
(located at Foothills Community Church, 1373 Hwy 53
Marble Hill, GA)

Date: Begins March 4, 2010
Time: Thurdays @ 6:30 pm
Cost $20.00
(extreme financial need considered)

For more information contact:
Bread of Life Counseling - 706-692-7960
www.breadoflifecounseling.org

gbarberbreadoflifecc@gmail.com

Bread of Life is a non-profit organization meeting needs through
seminar, support group and individual counseling ministries.

\'“"L"'i‘—l;’ ~ation and

‘\“& Nursery Workers

A |

; We. _are in need of wor

are~required to have

& “each Sunday. 1 f you
help out, you can com
worship at 11: 30 am.
pl ease contact Mary B
A sign up sheet is on
of fice in the Fell ows

2010 Vacation Bible School

As we begin planning our 2010
Vacation Bible School,
Please be in prayer as to how you can
contribute to VBS this year.
VBS is the biggest outreach program
For our community and we need
Volunteers! Everyone is welcome!
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A Valentine

Frost flowers on the window glass,
Hopping chickadees that pass,
Bare old elms that bend and sway,
Pussy willows, soft and gray.

Silver clouds across the sky,

Lacy snowflakes flitting by,

Icicles like fringe in line - -
That is Outdooro6s Val

By: Eleanor Hammonds

ent i

Lwill praise

with my whele
Fsalm 95t
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PATRI CK O" MALLEY - 2/ 14

BETTY JO HARRI S - 2/ 11 \ 7

Remember to pray daily for

STANLEY CASH } 2/y3051r Secret Sister. Dondt
STEPHEN HOMI LER - nepopspgcial occasions and

drop her a note just to let her
ANDREW BRYANT - 2 kndwtthat you are praying for

her and thinking of her.
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Poppy Seed Chicken
By: Jenny Wilkie

2 Sleeves Ritz crackers 1 cup sour cream

3-4 Chicken breasts, 1 can cream of chicken soup or
(cooked & chopped) Cream of mushroom soup

1 tsp poppy seeds 1 or 2 sticks of butter

Please submit your recipes Spray casserole dish with Pam. Preheat oven to 350.

for the newsletter to

Jenny Wilkie. Crush one sleeve of crackers and spread on bottom of dish then drizzle with
some of the butter. Mix cooked chicken, poppy seeds, sour cream and
soup. Spread on top of crushed crackers. Crush the second sleeve of crack-
ers and spread over the chicken mixture. Drizzle with butter. (l use 1 1/2
sticks of butter or 2 sticks.

wilkie.jenny@gmail.com

Bake for 20-30 minutes.



