
A few days ago I read the following devotional thought from the 
Experiencing God Day -by -Day  book by Henry Blackaby and 
thought it was worth sharing, which I do with the permission of 
Henry Blackaby Ministries.  

 Pastor Richard  

From the Pastorõs Desk, 

PREPARED FOR WORSHIP 

òHe will sit as a refiner and purifier of  silver;  

He will purify the sons of Levi, and purge them as gold and silver,  

that they may offer to the Lord an offering of righteousness.ó 

Malachi 3:3  

 
The quality of our worship is not based on our activities but on our character. Churches can 

mistakenly assume that the better the music, the more impressive the building, and the more elo-

quent the preaching, the more worshipful the experience will be. Genuine worship, however, 

originates from within our hearts. If our relationship with God is not healthy, all these things are 

nothing more than religious pageantry. 

 

The Levites were the worship leaders of their day. Their task was to offer sacrifices on behalf of 

the people. God declared that before they could worship Him in righteousness, He would first re-

fine them with His refinerôs fire, purging them of any impurities. Merely being members of the 

religious profession, having official responsibilities in the temple and going through the rituals of 

worship did not guarantee that their religious activities would be acceptable to God. 

 

Today we tend to look to external things to enhance our worship. The true quality of our worship, 

however, rests within us. If we have not allowed God to purify us first, our worship will be void of 

His presence. If we do not have a pure heart, we may give offerings, but they will be unacceptable 

to God. Attending a religious service will not automatically ensure an encounter with God. 

 

If you are not satisfied with the quality of your worship, donôt be too quick to blame your environ-

ment. Look first to your own heart. Allow God to refine your heart until it is pleasing 

to him, and you will be free to worship God as He intends. 

Dates to Remember 
11/1  - Conference & First Sunday Night  
 Fellowship 
11/8  -  Brotherhood Breakfast & 7:45 am 
11/15  --  Food Bank Sunday 
11/18  -  Prayer Meeting & Family Night  
 Dinner  
11/26  -  Thanksgiving Day 
Choir Practice  -  11/1, 11/8, 11/15 & 11/22 
Prayer Meeting  -  11/4, 11/11, 11/18 & 11/25 
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Ball Ground, GA  30107 

 

P.O. Box 328 

770-735-3374 

www.ballgroundfbc.org 

Worship Times 

 

¶ Sunday School  -  9:45 am 

 

¶ Sunday Morning Worship  -  11:00 am 

 

¶ Sunday Evening Worship  -  7:00 pm 

 

¶ Wednesday Evening Prayer Meeting  -  7:00 pm 



ñThere are many verses that clearly state that God does not hear the prayers of the wicked.  Ten of those many verses were listed 

in the October newsletter.  For God to have allowed words of ñprayerò spoken by a wicked person to be included in the Bible 

would have been a contradiction.  It could also be misleading and God is not the author of confusion.ò 

 

Submitted by Bill Easterling 

Prayer can cover one or more subjects, e.g., ., thanksgiving, praise, commitment, requests, etc.  Prayers 

also include confessions.  The Lordôs Prayer includes a recognition that we sin and a request for forgive-

ness.   

 

Sometimes our prayers need to include admissions of specific sin/sins and as a request for forgiveness.  Read the follow-

ing verses and write a brief statement as to the meaning: 

 

1. Leviticus 5.5    

 

2. Numbers 5:6-7    

 

3. I Samuel 12:10    

 

4. Proverbs 28:13    

 

5. Psalms 51: 3-4    

 

Sandra Wren 

Scott  & Sandra Allen 

Inez Wimberly 

Donna & Daniel Anthony 

Kellie Williamson 

Cindy Arnold 

Chris Williams 

E.J. Bailey 

Adam Vest 

Garry Barber 

Michelle Swindall 

Alice & Julian Bateman 

Viola Stoner 

Stephanie Wood & Family 

Angie Murgas 

Bill & Vina Black 

Sam Starr 

Florrie Burrell 

Katie Sheriff & Children 

Andrew Cash 

Anne Roe 
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Suggested Conclusion/Answer to the Exercise included in the October Newsletter 

ñCONFESSION IN PRAYERò 

BALL GROUND FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH NEWSLETTER 

 

Prayer Requests 

Joseph Barber 

Betsy Ryle 

Bill Cash 

Leann Riffle 

Drew Cash 

Hobert Ratcliff 

Stanley & Blanch Cash 

Richard & Carol Poe 

Bobby & Louise Cham-

bers 

Elizabeth OôMalley 

Wayne Chappell 

Nora Nix 

Phillip Crenshaw 

Nick Niklason 

Ryan & Sarah Compton 

Mike Murphy 

Angela Crenshaw 

Miranda Long & Family 

Jimmy Dobson 

John Little & Family 

Wendy Fletcher 

Jonathan & Kate Fisher 

Vivian Floyd 

Tom Homiller 

Betty Jordan 

Kylie Hall 

Dot Fox 

Al & Kay Fowler 

Brenda & Jeff Griffin 

Barbara Harris 

Justin & Brittany Haynes  

Vicki Haynes 

Scott & Allison Hollingsworth 

Homiller Family 

Henry Homiller 

Brian Hooper & Family 

Fred Hooper 

Diane Jaris 

Chris Jenkins 

Pat Layton 

 

Ball Ground FBC Attendance 

Ball Ground FBC Family 

Ball Ground FBC Youth 

Christmas Cantata 

Creekview High 

Government & Leaders 

Israel 

Military 

National School Systems 

Natural Disaster Victims 

New Orleans Baptist Seminary 

Non-Participating Members 

People out of work 

People Persecuted for their faith 

President Obama 

Prime Minister of Israel 

Southern Baptist Missionaries 

Sunday School 
 



BALL GROUND, GA  30107 

Dear Church Family, 
 
It is so good to be able to address you in that way. A church family is and has always been central in the lives of my family and 
me. Living the last few months without one has reminded us how important being an active part of a body of believers is- not only 
for the ministry we receive, but for the ministry we can contribute. I look forward to getting to know you and your hearts for ministry 
in the weeks and months ahead. I am excited about the opportunities God will place before us to impact the lives of children with 
His love through the ministry of our church. 
 
Ephesians 2:10 tells us ñFor we are Godôs workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in ad-
vance for us to do.ò Knowing that God has a plan for us in childrenôs ministry, please join me in praying that His plan would be 
evident to me each step of the way and that no good work He has planned for us to do in the ministry to children would be left un-
done. 
 
Please pray, as well, that God would prepare you to be the church family the children He brings into our fellowship need. He may 
ask you to assume roles you had not considered. Ask God to help you to be open to play whatever part He has for you as we fol-
low His plan in reaching out to the children in our community. 
 
Thank you for the warm welcome you have shown Garry, my children and me. I look forward to seeing that replayed as God 
brings other children and their families into our church family in the future. 
 
Your Sister in Christ, 
Judith 

Bill & Barbara Easterling 
Jane Jenkins 
Deborah Henson 
Jacob Henson 
Larry & Louise Johnson 
Blanche Cash 
Joyce Johnson 
Richard & Carol Poe 
Garry & Judith Barber 
Benjamin Barber 
Samuel Barber 

 

 

 

 

Ball Ground First Baptist Church Welcomes  

Judith Barber  

Director of Childrenõs Ministries 

We are excited to have Judith and her family as 

part of our church family.  We also look for-

ward to the guidance  and teaching she will 

give as we learn to minister to our children.  

Please invite children to Sunday morning Bible 

Study/Sunday School  
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News & Updates  

The King will reply, òI tell you the truth, 

whatever you did for one of the least of 

these brothers of mine, you did for me.ó 

Matthew 25:40 

New Members of  our Church  



BROTHERHOOD BREAKFAST  
 

NOVEMBER 8, 2009  
7:45 am 

In the Fellowship Hall  
 

Come join us for a great fellowship  
and breakfast!  

The womenôs bible study has just wrapped up and 

what a blessing it was to each and every one of us.  

Each week, we listened and watched as Jennifer Roth-

child ministered to us about Walking by Faith and not 

by sight.  We learned it can be well with your soul, 

even if itôs not with your circumstances.    

 

The final night of Bible Study, we had a guest 

speaker, Patricia Layton.  Patricia shared with us a 

true testimony of faith.  To read her story go to 

www.chipin4afriend.org 

 

Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and cer-

tain of what we do not see. 

Hebrews 11:1 

 

Special thanks to Carol Poe for 

leading us through this inspira-

tional study. 

 

We are planning another 

Womenôs Bible Study after the 

first of the year.  Stay tuned for 

more details. 

Choir Practice Sunday nights at 6:00 pm  

We are working on the Christmas Cantata. 

Anyone interested in joining the choir is en-

couraged and welcome to do so. 

Please see Beth Hall if interested.  
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Menôs Ministry 

Womenôs Ministry 

Music Ministry  

Similarly, encourage the young men to be 

self-controlled.  In everything set them an 

example by doing what is goodé 

 

Titus 2:6 

 

BALL GROUND FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH NEWSLETTER 

A 

Christmas  

Tea 

òUnwrapping Christmasó 
 

December 3, 2009 

at 7:00 P.M. 

in the Fellowship Hall 

 

All the ladies of the church are invited 

to this special evening of  

celebrating the meaning of Christmas together 

 

Make your plans to attend 

For reservations, see Jenny or Carol 

é.I will sing to the Lord, I will 

sing; I will make music to the Lord, 

the God of Israel.  

 

Judges 5:3 

 



BALL GROUND, GA  30107 
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Encourages Senior Adult Class 

�:�H���K�D�Y�H���M�X�V�W���F�R�P�S�O�H�W�H�G���D���V�W�X�G�\���R�I���W�K�H���O�D�V�W���Z�H�H�N���R�I���-�H�V�X�V�¶���H�D�U�W�K�O�\���O�L�I�H�����I�U�R�P���+�L�V���W�U�L�X�P�S�K�D�O���H�Q�W�U�\���L�Q�W�R���-�H�U�X�V�D��
�O�H�P���R�Q���3�D�O�P���6�X�Q�G�D�\���W�R���W�K�H���9�L�F�W�R�U�\���6�K�R�X�W�����³�,�W���L�V���I�L�Q�L�V�K�H�G���´�� 
 
Our Bible study for November will focus on the tendency  for Christians not to connect their faith to their 
daily lives. Our casual Christianity has become a habit and surely must be disappointing to God. 
When is a day a day 
One of the major characteristics of the Hebrew language�² besides the fact that you read it from right to 
left�² is that the same word can mean different things depending on the context.  In  the case of a day, ac-
�F�R�U�G�L�Q�J���W�R���W�K�H���6�W�U�R�Q�J�¶�V���(�[�K�D�X�V�W�L�Y�H���&�R�Q�F�R�U�G�D�Q�F�H�����W�K�L�V���Z�R�U�G���K�D�V���D�W���O�H�D�V�W���W�K�U�H�H���S�R�V�V�L�E�O�H���P�H�D�Q�L�Q�J�V�� 
 
¶ sunrise to sunset (12 hours) 
¶ sunrise to sunrise (24 hours) 
¶ an age (anywhere from weeks to a year to an epoch) 

 
When the Bible says a day, in the context of Creation, it is not clear which definition is appropriate.  In addi-
tion, keep in mind that Moses, who wrote the book of Genesis, also wrote this prayer: 
For a thousand years in your sight are like a day that has gone by (Psalm 90:4). 
We welcome new members to our class.  Anyone with a prayer request please let us hear from you. 
 
Encouragers Sunday School 
Teacher Earl Blalock 
770-735-3981 

Several members of the Encouragers Sunday School Class enjoyed lunch in Ellijay and an afternoon trip to the mountains.   

The fellowship and food were enjoyed tremendously, but to see God's Fall colors up close was breath taking.   We invite anyone interested 

to join us at Sunday School. 

Earl Blalock, Bill & Barbara Easter-

ling, Betty Jo Harris, Mary Lois 

Blalock, Joyce Vest, Joyce Johnson, 

Carol & Richard Poe, Jane Jenkins, 

Blanche Cash, Stanley Cash 


