
Several years ago Lifeway Christian Resources of the Southern Baptist Convention surveyed more than 1,300 
evangelical leaders from around the world regarding the most significant issues effecting churches in the world 
today. The result was the following list headed by PRAYER. Two leaders are quoted as saying: 

 

1. ñIn order for todayôs church to remain strong in the midst of an evil society, it must be a praying church.ò 
 
2. ñIf we as believers want to see the same mighty move of God that the early church saw, we must pray just 

as the early church did. Show me a praying Christian and Church and I will show you a victorious Christian 
and Church.ò 

 
According to the surveyôs final results, the top ten issues were: 
 

*Prayer:  The need for more ongoing, passionate prayer in both personal and church life. 

*Discipleship:  The need for every believer to be continually transformed into the image of Christ. 

*Leadership:  the need for clear, biblical vision and direction by church leaders. 

*Evangelism:  The decline among Christians in personal sharing of the Gospel message. 

*Doctrine/World View:  The growing pressure to compromise principles to make truths more palatable to an audience. The 
widening influence of explicitly anti-Christian culture and negative influences on  the church. 

*Apathy:  The seeming lack of personal interest, support and enthusiasm from the pews for the ministry of the church. 

*Marriage:  The negative effects on families that result from divorce, adultery, etc. 

Relevance:  The seeming inability of the church to answer questions people have about living in the ñreal world.ò 

*Homosexuality:  The rising social pressure to accept same-sex behavior & relationships. 

*Abortion:  The churchôs lack of an effective response to 30-plus years of legalized abortion. 

 
As we seek at Ball Ground FBC to become more like the church that Christ would have us to be, let us begin with a firm com-
mitment to become a praying church, both as individual members and when we gather for worship as the body of Christ. 
 

Pastor Richard   

PRAYER: THE NUMBER ONE ISSUE IN CHURCHES  

October 2009  

BALL GROUND FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 

Worship Times  
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Dates to Remember 

 
10/4  -  Conference & First Sunday Night Fellowship 
10/11  -  Brotherhood Breakfast  -  7:45 am 
10/18  -  Food Bank Sunday 
10/21  -  Prayer Meeting & Family Night Dinner  -  7:00 pm 
 
Prayer Meetings:  Wednesdays  -  10/7, 10/14, 10/21, 10/28  
@  7:00 pm 
 
7ÏÍÅÎȭÓ "ÉÂÌÅ 3ÔÕÄÙȡ  4ÕÅÓÄÁÙÓ  -  10/6, 10/13, 10/20 & 
10/27 @ 7:00 pm 

 



It is not surprising that I was unable to find any place in the Bible 

where words of ñprayerò spoken by a wicked person were recorded.   

 

The answer is obvious and should have occurred to me before I began the 

search.  I believe that when you do the following exercise, the answer 

will be obvious to you as well.  

 

Read the following verses and after each one, write a brief statement as to the mean-

ing.  

 

1.  Isaiah 1:10 - 15   

 

2.  Isaiah 59:2   

 

3.  Job 35:12 - 13   

 

4.  Zechariah 7:13   

 

5.  Proverbs 15:8   

 

6.  Deuteronomy 1:45   

 

7.  Psalms 18:41   

 

8.  Psalms 50:16 - 17   

 

9.  Psalms 66:18   

 

10.  John 9:31   

 

Conclusion/answer:   

 

   

 

Submitted by Bill Easterling  
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Prayers of the Wicked  

Prayer Requests 
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Ball Ground FBC Attendance  

Non-participating Members  

Bobby & Louise Chambers  

Donna & Daniel Anthony  

Mary & Earl Blalock  

School Systems 

People Persecuted for Faith  



My Daily Prayer  
By Kay Hoffman  

Please grant me the strength I need  

to stand for right and good,  

Rememb'ring that we all should 

strive  

 

To do the things You would . 

Lord, let me not be boastful of  

Some good that I have done, 

But keep me mindful ever that  

From You my blessings come. 

 

I do not ask for riches grand,  

Nor skies forever fair;  

A closer walk with you, dear Lord,  

This is my daily prayer.  

Give me a spirit sweet, dear Lord,  

As I go about my day,  

That I would be a blessing glad  

To someone on life's way. 

 

Let no small pettiness of mine  

Keep me from doing good, 

To help where there's a need and 

love 

My neighbor as I should.  

 

When I would seek my will, not 

yours, 

speak to my heart anew;  

Give me a vision clear, dear Lord,  

Of what you'd have me do.  
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In Memoriam  

 
Carol Ware Homiller  

 
January 6, 1940  -  September 26, 2009  

 
Carol was an active member of Ball Ground First Baptist Church.   

She loved her family and her church family.  She will be deeply 
missed.  

Submitted by Beth Hall 



The Bible, in the view of believers and unbelievers alike, is considered the most remarkable book in the world has ever seen. 
 
Consider these facts: 
 
The Bible is actually made up of 66 books  -  39 in the Old Testament, 27 in the New Testament.  The subject matter of 
this anthology includes hundreds of topics, many of them controversial.  Yet the authors, who for the most part did not 
know each other or live at the same time, wrote in complete harmony with each other. 
 
The Bible was written in three languages:  Hebrew, Aramaic and Greek.  It was written on three continents:  Asia, Africa 
and Europe and over a span of centuries  -  about 1500 years, starting with Moses and Job, and ending with the apostle 
John.  
 
The Bible records thousands of prophecies concerning nations, cities, national and world leaders, and the coming of Jesus 
Christ.  Nearly every fulfilled prophecy recorded in the Bible can be verified by historical records outside the Bible  - and 
not one prophecy has been proved wrong. 
 
Yet the Bible has one theme and one message throughout.  From Genesis to Revelation, the books of the Bible record one 
internally consistent point of view about God and man.  Christianity 101 by Bickel & Jantz.  
 
God blessed us with 17 members in our Sunday Class this past Sunday.  In our Sunday school lesson for October, we will 
follow Jesusõ footsteps from His triumphal entry into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday to His crucifixion.  Everyone is invited 
to join us.   
 
Anyone with a prayer request, please let us hear from you.   
 
Encouragers Sunday School 
Teacher Earl Blalock 
770-735-3981 

 

Did You Know? 

Kindergarten Bible 
The theme for October in the Kindergarten Class is "I Can Be 
Like Jesus".  Kindergarteners will understand that Jesus is 
their example of how to live.  The kids will learn that Jesus 
went with His family to church, loved His friends, cared for all 
people, and read the Bible.   
 
Ms. Beth welcomes any boys and 
girls who are currently attending 
kindergarten to join her class.   

Here I am!  I stand at the door 

and knock.  If anyone hears my 

voice and opens the door, I will 

come in and eat with him, and he 

with me.   

 

To him who overcomes, I will give 

the right to sit with me on my 

throne, just as I am overcame and 

sat down with my Father on his 

throne.  He who has an ear, let 

him hear what the Spirit says to 

the churches.ó 

 

Revelation 3:20 -22 
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The womenôs bible study on Tuesday night is 
going great.  We are really enjoying it.  It makes 
you really study and pray about walking by Faith 
and not by sight. Carol Poe is a good teacher 
and we all appreciate her.   



October Birthdays  
 

Joyce Johnson ñ10/11 
 

Bess OõMalley  -  10/21 
 

Andy Fowler  -  10/23 
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October Anniversaries 

Bob & Elaine Fisher - 

10/1 

Peach Cobbler 
From Beth Hall 

1 beaten egg 
1 cup sugar 
1 cup self-rising flour 
6 Tbsp. butter, melted 
4 cups sliced peaches (I also use apples, or a combination of 
fruits, such as peaches and blueberries) juice of a lemon 
 
Place fruit in baking dish and drizzle with lemon juice.  In a 
separate bowl, combine flour and sugar, then toss with the 
beaten egg.  Spread the mixture over fruit and then drizzle 
with butter.   

Bake at 350 for 30-35 minutes. 
degrees for 30-35 minutes. 

Oatmeal Cookies 
From Dot Fox 

1 stick margarine 
1/2 cup sweet milk 
2 cups sugar 
4 tbsp. cocoa 
1 tsp. vanilla 
2 1/2 cup oatmeal 
1/2 cup peanut butter 
 

Mix first 5 ingredients in a pan and 
boil 2 minutes.  Add oatmeal and pea-
nut butter and stir until mixed well.  
Drop on wax paper with a spoon to 
cool. 

This newsletter is published monthly by Ball Ground 
First Baptist Church.  If you have any questions, con-
cerns or would like to be a contributor to the newsletter, 
please contact Jenny Wilkie @ wilkie.jenny@gmail.com 
or call the church at 770-735-3374. 

 

Please also submit to Jenny, your birthdays and anni-
versaries.   
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This is beautiful  -  and is surely worth making the 5 finger prayer a part of 
our lives. 
 
1. Your thumb is nearest you.  So begin your prayers by praying for those 

closest to you.  They are the easiest to remember.  To pray for our loved 
ones, is as C.S. Lewis once said, a òsweet dutyó. 

2. The next finger is the pointing finger.  Pray for those who teach, instruct 
and heal.  This includes teachers, doctors, and ministers.  They need sup-
port and wisdom in pointing others in the right direction.  Keep them in 
your prayers. 

3. The next finger is the tallest finger.  It reminds us of our leaders.  Pray 
for the president no matter how you voted, leaders in business and indus-
try, and administrators.  These people shape our nation and guide public 
opinion.  They need Godõs guidance.  

4. The fourth finger is our ring finger.  Surprising to many is the fact that 
this is our weakest finger, as any piano teacher will testify.  It should 
remind us to pray for those who are weak, in trouble or in pain.  They 
need your prayers day and night.  You cannot pray too much for them. 

5. And lastly comes our little finger  -  the smallest finger of all which is 
where we should place ourselves in relation to God and others.  As the 
Bible says, òThe least shall be the greatest among you.ó  Your pinkie 
should remind you to pray for yourself.  By the time you have prayed for 
the other four groups, your own need will be put into proper perspective 
and you will be able to pray for yourself more effectively. 

 
Submitted by Carol Poe 

Five Finger Prayer 

Food Bank 
Sunday 

 
October 18 

 
Please place donations in the 
back of the Sanctuary or in the 

Fellowship Hall. 

Brotherhood  
Breakfast  

 
October 11, 2009  

7:45 am  
 

Please come and join the  
Brothers of the church  
For good fellowship and 

good food.  

Choir Practice beginning October 4, 2009 to 
work on the Christmas Cantata.  Anyone 
interested in joining the choir is encouraged 

and welcome to do so. 

Now faith is being sure of what we hope for 
and certain of what we do not see.  This is 

what the ancients were commended for.   

By faith we understand that the universe 
was formed by Godõs command, so that what 

is seen was not made out of what was visible. 

Hebrews 11:1-3 
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Y I Y J R J B T H G I L M G D 

P R W J U E L F Y G K W X I D 

L O R D N D D Q A X I O A O A 

C T N G F O G E B W N M L N E 

E A A O F O I E E P G A W O H 

R I Z J Z K R T F M M S G I G 

E D A E F I L E A B E Z B L P 

V E R S T Z H S R D S R Q Y R 

O M E U J A T U U U N L M O I 

S S N S I E P R J G N U A Y N 

S U E S R X I W A X R N O O C 

A H S Y Q I N O B B A R E F E 

P E R O N R E V O G B A O R N 

M E A E V E R L A S T I N G F 

P R I E S T L A W G I V E R Y 

EVERLASTING 

FORERUNNER 

FOUNDATION 

GOVERNOR 

HEAD 

I AM 

JESUS 

JUDGE 

KING 

LAMB 

LAWGIVER 

LIFE 

LIGHT 

LION 

LORD 

MASTER 

MEDIATOR 

MESSIAH 

NAZARENE 

PASSOVER 

PRIEST 

PRINCE 

RABBI 

RABBONI 

REDEEMER 

Where are the stories that go with the pictures, found in the Bible?  

 
 

 

 
 

 


