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From the Desk of
Father Ändrés

     My dear friends, is your life a series of events, or an ad-
venture?
     For the Apostles, life with Jesus was always an adven-
ture.  They never knew what was coming next: a blind man
seeing, a hemorrhaging woman healed, a leper cleansed, a
little girl raised from the dead, a crowd fed from a few
loaves, Jesus walking on the lake to meet them, people
converted and changed, the religious leaders hostile and
angry.  They never knew what to expect, so they must have
come to live in a state of adventure - always expecting the
unexpected.
     Nowhere can we see this more clearly than at the cele-
bration of the Seder meal at the Last Supper, and in the
events that followed.  At the meal, Jesus washes feet as
only a slave would, gives his flesh and blood as nourish-
ment, announces that he is leaving, and then delivers final
instructions.  As we know, this is followed swiftly with his
arrest, torture and death, only to be followed quickly again
by his resurrection, appearances, and his leaving once
again to ascend into heaven.  And then, just as things
looked like they might return to “normal” for the disciples,
along comes the Holy Spirit at Pentecost to surprise them
again.  And that was only the beginning.  The Acts of the
Apostles shows us that the disciples’ lives after Pentecost
were just as much of an adventure, if not more so, than
when Jesus walked with them.
     As God’s children, commissioned by him as apostles,
we are all adventurers.  Our lives are not simply a series of
events.  Our lives are adventures, played out with the guid-
ance of the Holy Spirit, who blows where and when he
wills.  We must come to expect the unexpected.
     We are Easter people with nourishment, instruction, dy-
ing and rising waiting unexpectedly at every turn.  We are
Pentecost people, bearers of the Spirit of God, living our
own daily adventure with him as our guide.  Let us not
dwell in the moment of our baptism in the Spirit, but rather
let us enjoy the adventure as that baptism is renewed
every day in the unexpected, Spirit-filled moments of our
lives.
     Rejoice and be glad in the adventure of your own jour-
ney as you safari to your final destination.  Then you can
begin to experience the words of St. Catherine of Siena
who said, “All the way to heaven is heaven.”
     I love you, God bless you, and may you fully live and
enjoy your adventure.
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Companion on the Journey By Tom Beale
   We can name the “7 gifts” of the Holy Spirit, but
how exactly do they work?  How do they operate in
real life?  In my life?
   Since I head the RCIA program at our parish, a
woman came to me about becoming Catholic.  She
had been Christian most of her life, but had moved
from church to church, denomination to denomina-
tion.  Still nomadic, she was drawn somehow to the
Catholic faith.
   She began pouring out her lengthy personal his-
tory.  I wasn’t sure where her story was leading.
Then the Spirit told me, “Interrupt her.”  I didn’t
want to obey because I didn’t know what to say.
The Spirit persisted so I finally said, “OK. OK.”  I
asked her if I could interrupt.  She said, “Yes,” and
stopped.  I turned silently to the Spirit and said,
“OK.  Now what?”  The Spirit said, “Ask her if she
believes there is an objective truth of the presence
of Jesus in the Eucharist.”  I asked her.  She
thought for a moment: “That’s a good question.”
   She then told me how she received communion at
various Christian churches with the belief that it
was the real presence of Jesus, but based only on
her personal belief that it was the real presence.
The Spirit’s question challenged her belief and
opened a new inquiry in her mind about whether
there is a really true presence in the Eucharist, out-
side of her own belief.  And, where might she find
such an objective real presence?  She changed.
Her perspective changed.  Our dialogue changed.
   I had no idea about any of that until the Spirit in-
tervened.  The Spirit was clearly at work, but what
gift of the Spirit was at work?  Knowledge?  Wis-
dom?  Counsel?  All of those, plus some.  It is rarely
a matter of a single gift at work in any situation.  It is
always simply the total working of the Holy Spirit,
who embodies all gifts.
   The mission of the Holy Spirit is to sanctify each
of us: individually and collectively in the Church.
When the Spirit draws us toward God and away
from gossip or lying or ..., and draws us into truly
loving others, and enables us to act in those holier,
more loving ways, that is the gift of sanctifying
grace at work.  When the Spirit actively intervenes
and prompts us to act in ways that work for the
sanctification of ourself or of others, and gives us
the abilities to carry out those promptings, that is
the gift of actual grace.  Most importantly, it is the
Spirit who is at work.  In our story, the Spirit worked
in me, in the woman, and through us to each other.
   Let’s pray:  “Holy Spirit, my companion, I surren-
der myself to you so that you may sanctify me and
work through me for the sanctification of others.
Amen.”
   Listen for God’s Spirit today.  He is your compan-
ion on the journey.

From Marge Chavez
OUR PENTECOST TODAY!

   “The coming of the Spirit.  When the
time for Pentecost was fulfilled, they were
all in one place together.  And suddenly
there came from the sky a noise like a
strong driving wind, and it filled the entire
house in which they were.  Then there ap-
peared to them tongues as of fire, which
parted and came to rest on each one of
them.  And they were all filled with the
Holy Spirit and began to speak in different
tongues, as the Spirit enabled them to pro-
claim.”  (Acts 2:1-4)
   Have you recently experienced the out-
pouring of the Holy Spirit?  We have many
opportunities throughout the year to
gather as one body and be refreshed and
renewed in the Holy Spirit.
   One event that I recently attended, “A
Pilgrimage With The Holy Spirit” at OLPH,
did just that.  “It was like a touch from
heaven” was what we kept hearing from
those in attendance.  Praise and Worship
leader and emcee, Ed Orillo, and the mu-
sic group “Lamb of God”, as well as teach-
ings by Tom Beale, reminded us that the
gifts of the Holy Spirit are not for only a
few chosen people, but for all those who
are open to receive these spiritual gifts.
Yes, these gifts, which we cannot earn or
even deserve, are given to us freely as
gifts from God.  Personal testimonies by
Manuel and Bertha Murillo also contrib-
uted to this awesome experience of the
outpouring of the Holy Spirit.
   In 1 Corinthians, chapter 12, St. Paul
tells us that there are different kinds of
spiritual gifts but the same Spirit.  My
brothers and sisters may we all learn to
recognize and embrace one another’s gifts
and to help each other grow in holiness.
We have many opportunities to ignite and
spread the flame so that we can help oth-
ers be refreshed and renewed in the Holy
Sprit.
   Is there more?  Yes, there is much, much
more.  We just have to be open to the Holy
Spirit and ask for wisdom and guidance in
every thing we do every minute of the day.
   We are receiving calls from small towns
outside of Phoenix asking about prayer
groups or events taking place in their area.
Please pray for the spiritual needs of our
brothers and sisters in these rural areas.
   May the Lord bless each of you and fill
you with His love and joy. —Marge
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Photos from “A Pilgrimage with the Holy Spirit” held
March 12, 2011 at St. Steven’s Parish in Sun Lakes.

Healing Masses

     Charismatic masses followed by the laying on of hands for
healing are celebrated throughout the year at parish churches
in the Diocese of Phoenix.
     For information on how to set up a healing mass at your
parish contact Marge Chavez at 480-201-6691.

Life In The Spirit Seminars
     Life in the Spirit Seminars serve as an introduction to a life
lived in the power of the Holy Spirit.  They provide teaching,
guidance, and prayer leading to a new and deeper relation-
ship with the Lord.  They are an invitation to make or renew a
deep personal commitment to Jesus Christ in openness to
the Holy Spirit and His gifts.  Seminars are given throughout
the year at parish churches in the Diocese of Phoenix.
     For information about how to set up a Life in the Spirit
Seminar at your parish contact Tom Beale at 623-878-6488.

A Pilgrimage with the Holy Spirit Day of Retreat and Re-
flection
     In the scripture John 14:26 Jesus tells his disciples, “the
Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach
you everything and remind you of all I have said to you.”
     In this one-day retreat we learn what the scriptures and
the church tell us about the Holy Spirit and simple, practical
ways to personally experience the Holy Spirit in our lives.
     On Saturday, March 12, 2011 a Pilgrimage was held at St.
Steven’s in Sun Lakes.  (See story on page 7.)
     For information on setting up a Pilgrimage with the Holy
Spirit Day of Retreat and Reflection at your parish contact
Tom Beale at 623-878-6488.

Valley Wide Charismatic Prayer Meetings
     Valley wide prayer meetings open to everyone from the
entire diocese of Phoenix are held every second Friday of the
month throughout the year.  Meetings include praise and wor-
ship, teachings, prayer, and fellowship, and are held at a dif-
ferent parish church each month.
     For information on setting up a valley wide prayer meeting
at your parish contact Marge Chavez at 480-201-6691 or
JoAnn Duffy at 480-945-2990.

Weekly Catholic Charismatic Prayer Group Meetings
     Weekly charismatic prayer group meetings are held at
many parishes throughout the valley where there is praise
and worship, teaching, sharing, prayer ministry and fellow-
ship.  These meetings provide a place for the formation of
close friendships with other charismatic Catholics in a local
area and encourage growth in the use of the gifts of the Holy
Spirit and a life lived in the Holy Spirit.
     At the Queen of Peace Prayer Group in Mesa a series of
five teachings on “Christian Leadership in the Church” was
given from February 7th to March 7th at their Monday night
prayer meeting.  (See story on page 7.)
     For more information on starting a prayer group at your
parish or to locate a weekly prayer group meeting in your
area contact Marge Chavez at 480-201-6691 or JoAnn Duffy
at 480-945-2990.

Worship Night
     To host a worship night– a time of praise and worship
especially for youth and young adults (but all ages welcome),
contact Jojo Concepcion at 623-229-6902.
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19th Annual
Catholic Charis-

matic Conference
In February A

Great Success
     An enthusiastic crowd of 400 people gathered
at the Phoenix Convention Center on February
25th and 26th, 2011 for the Catholic Charismatic
Renewal’s annual conference.  Guest speakers
were Father Bill Halbing, Brother Ale Aguspina,
and Moira Noonan.
     The theme for the conference was, “I Am The
Lord” (Isaiah 42:8).  There were break out ses-
sions for the youth and young people who at-
tended and our speakers took turns speaking to
them as well.
     The opening night mass was celebrated by
our Auxiliary Bishop Eduardo Nevares who re-
minded us that the word of God is alive and ef-
fective in our lives today, and that it is not “one
Lord today and another Lord tomorrow”, but the
same God yesterday, today and tomorrow.  We
need to come to know Jesus beyond a shadow of
a doubt, to be able to say, “I have come to know
my Lord and my God” and “I love Him and others
as He has loved me.”
     Father Bill Halbing told us that the Holy Spirit
brings us up to God’s standards.  We need to be
pure, broken, willing to be exposed in the midst
of our enemies, and to go up higher in our desire
to embrace God.  He said that the largest number
of people coming into the Catholic Church come
in through the Charismatic Renewal!
     He told us about the signs of the second com-
ing, that the great apostasy has begun.  We are
in the end times.  We are also in for the greatest
outpouring of the Holy Spirit yet to come.  The
Pope has said that the charismatic groups are
keeping the Catholic church alive.  God will be
shaking out of us everything that is not of God.
We must arrive at a place where we can say,
“God alone!”.  God is saying, “I will shake all the
nations”.  God will never compromise the gospel.
When the shaking stops we will be fully baptized
in the Holy Spirit.  What can’t be shaken out will
remain.
     Brother Ale Aguspina told us that we have
seen the light and we need to share this light
with people who are still in darkness.  Our great-
est vocation is to see God and to be with him for-
ever.  Whatever we do, we must be holy.
     God says, “I am the Lord, My glory I give to no
one.”  Jesus Christ is Lord for the glory of God.
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We tend to want to honor ourselves and want
glory for ourselves.  There is a danger when we
serve God of wanting glory for what we do.
God cannot tolerate competition.  We must not
let anything compete with God.  Whatever we
let compete with God is an idol.
     Moira Noonan warned us about the New Age
beliefs and occult practices that are creeping
into the Catholic Church.  She shared with us
her testimony of having been led into these be-
liefs and practices and of her conversion out of
them.  There is a battle going on for our souls
and we have to know who the enemy is and re-
sist.  Many of these wrong teachings are being
taught now in the Catholic Church.  It is part of
the movement toward a one world religion of
self rather than of reliance on God.  The unholy
trinity of the New Age is, “me, myself, and I”,
not the Holy Trinity.
     The Saturday night healing Mass of the Con-
ference was celebrated by Father John Shetler
and concelebrated by Father Dan McBride.
     In Father Shetler’s homily he reminded us
that we are like little children in the arms of
God, and, like a good parent, God will provide
for us and take care of us.

Two Prophecies Received at the 19th
Annual Charismatic Conference

     “My precious ones, My beloved, the darlings
of My heart,
     I see your hearts of service.  I see your
hearts of praise and worship.  I am well
pleased.  But this weekend I want to gift you
with more of the consuming fire of My Love.
     Watch for spontaneous healings, lifting of
depressions, anxieties, and addictions.  I am
your God.  Surrender your hearts, your bur-
dens.  Let Me fill you deeply so that loving Me
and serving Me will be as natural to you as
breathing.
     I am your passionate, loving God.  Allow Me
to heal you.  Allow me to consume you with the
fire of my Love, for I am your God!  Nothing is
impossible for Me!”
——————————————–—————————————
     “I am come to shake up the City of Phoenix.
I am come to seek a more intimate and per-
sonal relationship with you.  I need you to be
my voice.  If you do not speak on my behalf, I
remain silent and My beloved fail to hear My
message. If you do not go when I send you,
your neighbors, your friends, your family may
never have an opportunity to hear the good
news and to know Me.  Be silent no longer.”
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CRM Supports
Parish RCIA

Retreat
     CRM’s vision is
“a radiant church
through the Holy
Spirit,” via CRM’s
mission to “put
the gifts of the
Spirit into service
to the community” and to “give testimony to
what the love of God has done in our lives.”
CRM put this vision and mission into practice at
St. Jerome parish.
     On Saturday, March 5, the St. Jerome RCIA
and RICA (Spanish RCIA) groups came together
for a bilingual Lenten retreat around the theme of
“He must increase and I must decrease.”  CRM
was invited to participate, and responded with
overwhelming support.  The results, too, were
overwhelming, and beautiful.
     CRM provided a bilingual speaker, Bertha
Murillo, and six bilingual prayer teams (twelve
people from around the Valley).  Bertha not only
spoke but also assisted with the translations
from English to Spanish, and vice versa.
        What exactly did CRM do to help?  They mo-
bilized a small army from areas, and parishes, far
from St. Jerome.  This was a real witness to the
150+ retreat attendees.  When the prayer teams

arrived, they immediately went into prayer for an
extended period of time – another witness.  Ber-
tha shared her testimony, called people to a
deeper personal relationship with Jesus, and led
people in a “sinner’s prayer” and a prayer to re-
ceive the Holy Spirit in power.  The prayer teams
prayed with each of the participants - candidates,
catechumens, sponsors and team alike - and
then finished with another extended time of
group prayer among themselves; all-in-all, a tre-
mendous witness of faith and love from start to
finish.
     People on the retreat were touched and lives
were changed.  The Spirit moved and Jesus was
proclaimed as Lord.  The Church, Christ’s Body
on earth, became more radiant.  Thank you, Je-
sus.  Thank you, CRM.  Thank you, Holy Spirit.

Father Bill Halbing
Visits St. George

     A crowd of 200 people
turned out to hear Father
Bill Halbing speak at St.
George Parish in Apache
Junction on Thursday
night February 24th, the
night before the 19th An-
nual Charismatic Confer-
ence began in Phoenix.
     Father Halbing spoke on the fruits of the Holy
Spirit saying that the fruits are more important
than the gifts of the Holy Spirit in that our pro-
gress in holiness is most visible in the fruits we
bear and that we are to bear much good fruit.
Bearing fruit is everything we do.  It is a painful
delivery process as we increase in the knowl-
edge of God, turn away from sin, and spend
time in worshiping God.

     We are to get filled with the knowledge of
God’s Will, filled with the Holy Spirit, get under-
standing, and lead a life worthy of the Lord, fully
pleasing to Jesus.
     “The older you get the stronger you should
be,” he said.  “Do not give up or become dis-
couraged.  Your Best days are still ahead!”
     Thank you CRM for thinking of us, to have
Father come, and thank you to St George
Church for allowing this event to take place.

Holy Land Pilgrimage!!
August 31 - September 11, 2011

Come join Fr. Andres and walk where Jesus once
walked.  Take a "Jesus Boat" excursion on the Sea of
Galilee and be inspired!  Step into the Jordan River and
renew your Baptism promises! Celebrate Mass at Mt.
Tabor, scene of the Transfiguration, Jerusalem with the
Mount of Olives, and the Way of the Cross!  Ascend Ma-
sada by cable car and later take a dip in the Dead Sea.
Travel to Bethlehem and visit the Church of the Nativity!
All this and more on this inspirational Pilgrimage to the
Holy Land.  Air, hotels, 2 meals a day, plus more for
$3,375 per person from Phoenix.  Space is limited, re-
serve your seat now!

For more information:
www.pilgrimages.com/stjerome
or call Redetta at 602-909-9303
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Leadership
Teachings Given
at the Queen of
Peace Prayer

Group in Mesa
Pastor of Queen of
Peace parish, Father
Charlie Goraieb, de-
lighted us by leading
praise and worship

before giving the first night’s teaching in a
five-week series on “Christian Leadership”.
Bertha Murillo and Victoria Davis (pictured
below) gave the rest of the teachings in the
series.
     The mission
of the church is
to bring the
word of God to
others and to
witness to Him.
When we are
baptized we are
baptized into
the mission of the church.
     As leaders in the church we are to be
prayerful, humble, committed, dependable,
forgiving and kind, courageous, and always
be willing to speak God’s truth even if it
costs us.
     We must have the right heart, be ser-
vants, and be willing to sacrifice.  Our hearts
must be stirred, wise, perfected through
healing, and tender.  We must have people’s
best interests at heart.  We must have the
right intentions.  We must be obedient and
submit to the authority over us.  We must go
through tests of various kinds to strengthen
us before we enter ministry.
     As leaders we must have a balanced life,
character and integrity.  We must know the
word of God and be able to apply it.  We
must be of a sound mind.

The Holy Spirit Strikes Again – at St.
Steven in Sun Lakes

     They say that lightning never strikes twice in the
same place.  Whether that’s true or not, glory to
God, it’s good to know that the lightning of the
Holy Spirit strikes the same place over and over
and over again.  If you want proof, just visit the St.
Steven prayer meeting some Monday morning at
10AM.  The lightning of the Spirit not only strikes at
the prayer meeting, but spills over into the evangel-
istic actions of the prayer group within the parish.
     Evangelistic actions like training up prayer war-
riors, commissioning them, and offering healing
prayer after all of the weekend masses.  Evangelis-
tic actions like periodic Life in the Spirit Seminars.
Activities like bringing speakers and spiritual
events into the parish.
     Most recently, on March 12, the St. Steven
prayer group sponsored a one-day “Pilgrimage
with the Holy Spirit” retreat for the parish, but ulti-
mately with attendees who came from as far away
as Globe and Peoria.  The Lamb of God music min-
istry helped lift hearts and voices to God through-
out the day.  Tom Beale and Bertha Murillo, both
from CRM, shared teachings and testimonies about
a Spirit-led life, explaining how the gifts, charisms
and fruits of the Holy Spirit work actively in real
life.  The day ended with a laying on of hands by
prayer teams from the St. Steven prayer group,
praying for the Spirit to be stirred in power in each
person present.
     A follow-up to the “Pilgrimage” was held on
Monday, March 21 during the St. Steven prayer
meeting.  Lamb of God once again provided music
ministry, while Tom and Edmee Beale provided
teaching and testimony.
     The day and follow-up were both informative
and life changing.  Comments from attendees in-
cluded: “The Holy Spirit became more useful to me
in helping me love and serve,” and “Thanks to the
Holy Spirit, I received more than I expected, and all
that I hoped for.”
     Isn’t it great that the Holy Spirit strikes the same
place many times?  Aren’t you glad he does that for
you?
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For REAL ESTATE needs in the West Valley
Call Jojo Concepcion   623-229-6902

For REAL ESTATE needs in the East Valley
Call Ed Orillo   480-330-4350

Listen to 1310 AM Immaculate Heart Radio all Catholic Radio Sta-
tion—Sharing the Heart of the Christian Faith.

Upcoming Events in Brief
May 9, 2011…..(Monday)……Healing Mass…...St. Jerome Catholic Church…...7:00-9:00PM
June 4, 2011…..(Saturday)…..Pilgrimage with the Holy Spirit…..Queen of Peace Catholic Church….8:00AM-4:30PM
June 11, 201…..(Saturday)…..Pilgrimage with the Holy Spirit…..St. Rose Philippine Duchesne…..8:00AM-3:00PM
June 11, 2011….(Saturday)….Youth and Family Life in the Spirit Seminar….St. Thomas Aquinas….9:00AM-4:00PM
June 11, 2011….(Saturday)…..Pentecost Celebration….St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic Church…..7:00PM-9:00PM
June 13, 2011…..(Monday)…..Healing Mass…...St. Jerome Catholic Church…..7:00-9:00PM
June 23, 2011….(Thursday)….begin 6 week Life in the Spirit Seminar…..St. Rose Philippine Duchesne….7:00 PM
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HEALING
PRAYER ROOM

Individual Prayer for
Physical and Emo-

tional Healing

2nd and 4th Tuesdays
6:30-8:30 PM

St. Jerome’s Catholic
Church Hall B

10815 N. 35th Ave.
Phoenix

HEALING
PRAYER ROOM

Individual Prayer for
Healing and Deliver-

ance

Every Wednesday
6:30-8:30 PM

Queen of Peace Catho-
lic Church

Madonna Hall
141 N. McDonald, Mesa

HEALING
PRAYER ROOM

Individual Prayer for
Physical and Emo-

tional Healing

2nd and 4th Mondays
7:00-8:30 PM

St. John Vianney
Catholic Church
539 Loma Linda,

Goodyear

Youth and Family Life
in the Spirit Seminar

June 11, 2011, 9:00AM-4:00PM
Speaker:  Bro. Ale Aguspina

St. Thomas Aquinas, Avondale

Pentecost Celebration
June 11, 2011, 7:00PM-9:00PM

St. Thomas Aquinas
St. Clare Hall

13720 W. Thomas Rd.
Avondale, AZ  85392

Healing Prayer Ministry Every 1st
Sunday Of The Month After The

11:00AM Mass
St. Steven Catholic Church

24827 S. Dobson Rd., Sun Lakes
(On Dobson just north of Riggs Road)

Healing Prayer Ministry Every Weekend After All Masses
St. Jerome’s Catholic Church
10815 N. 35th Ave., Phoenix

Healing Mass
Every 2nd Monday of the

Month
Monday, May 9, 2011

7:00-9:00PM
Monday, June 13, 2011

7:00-9:00PM
St. Jerome

10815 N. 35th Ave.
Phoenix

Journey Through the Book of Acts
with Queen of Peace Prayer Group
7:00-9:00PM Monday Nights May 9-July 11

(No Meeting on Memorial Day or July 4th)
QUEEN OF PEACE CATHOLIC CHURCH

141 N. McDonald St, Mesa, Room 124

A Pilgrimage With the Holy Spirit
Saturday June 4, 2011, 8:00AM-4:30PM
Breakfast and Lunch Provided (Donation Accepted)

QUEEN OF PEACE CATHOLIC CHURCH
141 N. McDonald St, Mesa, Room 121

A Pilgrimage
with the

Holy Spirit
Sat. June 11, 20ll

8:00AM-3:00PM
(Bring a sack lunch)

Life in the
Spirit Seminar
6- Thursdays 7:00PM
Starts June 23, 2011

St. Rose Philippine Duchesne,
2825 Rose Canyon Circle

Anthem, AZ  85086


