
 Norman Neaves tells of a young woman 
who was a member of his church in Oklahoma 
City. This young woman was very embar-
rassed by her parents.  

 They were very simple,  poor and uneducated folks who lived 
in a small frame house not far from downtown Oklahoma City and 
they drove a car that was almost 30 year old. The clothes they wore 
were out-of-style and were usually purchased from the Goodwill 
Industry store. But they loved their daughter, their only child, and at 
least two or three times a week they would drive out to visit her in 
her nice suburbia home. 
 The young woman, who fancied herself now as a sophisticated 
city girl, was wanting to “divorce” herself from her upbringing and 
her past. She would pretend she wasn’t home when her parents 
would stop by and she would not answer the door. 
 One day  the young woman decided to move so far away that 
she wouldn’t have to deal with her parents anymore. So she ven-
tured out into a brand-new life. She would not return her folk’s let-
ters, or answer their phone calls, which brought great pain and grief 
to her parents.  
 However, one Christmas they did something that really broke 
through the wall of her resistance and as she stated, “changed my 
life.” They sent her a letter, registered mail, and she started crying 
when she opened it up and saw a round trip ticket that had cost her 
parents almost $600, which they saved for over a year and a half to 
buy. There was a simple handwritten note inside, which simply 
said, “Won’t you please come home for Christmas?” 
 A few weeks ago I suggested that the most spiritual thing some 
of you could do was to rest - take a nap. I gave you permission, as if 
you needed any from me, to get-away for the weekend if needed. 
But I also mentioned that you should not stay away for too long of a 
period. 
 The truth is for most families, the church does not exhaust, but 
feeds the spirit, soul, and body. Our exhaustion comes from outside 
the community of faith; and when we chose to limit our church in-
volvement as a tool for rest the opposite happens. We find our-
selves spiritually disconnected and frankly emotionally tired.  
 So, this summer, take your vacations and enjoy your families, 
but don’t neglect the gathering of the church on Sundays. Stayed 
tethered to the community of faith, and rest in the grace of God. 
Blessings, 
Pastor Creighton 
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Welcome to John Fleming 

EUM’s New Director of Congregational Care 

The Staff Parish Relations Committee is very 
pleased to introduce EUM’s newest ministerial 
staff member--Mr. John Fleming.  
 The two most important things in John’s life 
are God and family.  He and his wife Amy met 
in college and have been married almost fifteen 
years.  Together they have one child, a four 
year old son named Caleb.  Amy teaches sec-
ond grade at Shulte Elementary School in Stur-
tevant, and formerly taught first grade at Wind 
Point.   
 John is a 1994 graduate of North Central 
University in Minneapolis.  While there he 
earned a Bachelor’s of Science degree in Pas-
toral Studies.  He first entered full time ministry 
in December of1994, working as an associate 
pastor in two different churches in the suburbs 
of Detroit.  He and Amy moved to Racine late in 
1999 to be near her family.  Early after moving 
to Wisconsin he became the campus pastor 
and guidance director at Christian Life School in 
Kenosha.   
 Most recently he has worked as the lead 
chaplain for Hospice Alliance, Inc. in Pleasant 
Prairie.  He spent his days there visiting people 
with terminal illnesses and their families.  He 
has always enjoyed elderly people for their wis-
dom and life experiences, but his time working 
with hospice clearly focused his love for them.   
He is also a veteran of the Army, Military Police 
Corps.  He was stationed in Germany from 
1987 through 1989.   

Welcome John! 
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Blessings to 
Graham Niebur,  

son of Matt and Gina Niebur,  
who was baptized on May 11th. 

    Our sympathy to the family of 
 Dorothy Williams  

 who passed away in May, 

Funds received 
through  
5 /18/ 08 

 

$434,871.19 
$434,871.19 

$960,000 

$750,000 

$600,000 
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What does my giving say about 
the direction and condition of 
my heart?  
  
  Here are some thoughts from   
 Rick Warren, Better Together 
 - What on Earth are We Here 
 For?, on this subject: 

 

"Giving back to God is the heart of worship. 
It may surprise you to learn that Jesus taught more 
about money and possessions than he did about 
heaven or hell.  The word 'give' is used over 1,500 
times in the Bible, more than the words faith, hope, 
love, or pray.  Why?  Obviously, God doesn't need 
our money.  He's not poor.  But God does want us to 
become like him, and that will only happen if we learn 
to be generous.  God is a giver - the most generous 
giver in the universe.  Everything you have is a gift 
from God (1 Chronicles 29:14)! 
 

In many churches, the giving of offerings is the low 
point of the service.  It's ignored, tolerated, or openly 
resented by many.  But the Bible teaches that God 
wants our giving to be a deeply meaningful expres-
sion of worship in three dimensions - past, present, 
and future. 
 

. . . my giving expresses my gratitude to God for the 
past.  'Thanks' and 'giving' go together.  When we 
give back to God, we express our appreciation to him 
for all the ways he has blessed us.  We're saying, 
'God, we're grateful for all you've done in our lives, 
and we love you.'  That's why you should never give 
under pressure.  God wants your giving to be moti-
vated by gratitude.  The Bible says, 'Each man should 
give what he has decided in his heart to give, not re-
luctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheer-
ful giver' (2 Corinthians 9:7).  A few verses later it 
says, '. . . your generosity will result in thanksgiving to 
God' (2 Corinthians 9:11)." 

Friday Morning Fusion  
Fusion  meets weekly at 6:00 am, in the Fellowship 
Hall.  We meet for a time of worship, prayer, and 
sharing how God is working in our lives.  Please  
join us!   

Questions?  Contact Lew (681-6112),  
Paul (639-2883) or Devin (632-8381). 

 

“As iron sharpens iron,  
a friend sharpens a friend.”   

Proverbs 27:17 

    Dear Friends and EUM Family, 
    Thank you so very much for your 
    sympathies expressed, your  
    cards, and visits on the recent  
    death of my brother, Norman Pe-
terson.  Your presence and support is much ap-
preciated at this painful time in life. 

Blessings in Jesus’ name, 
Janyce E. Granetzke 



MISSIONS SPOTLIGHT 
The Garrison Family 

 
Dear Friends, 
Greetings from our side of 
the world, where it has been 
rainy and grey for two 
weeks.  The weather has 
matched our feelings as we 

have waded through an emotional time trying 
to respond to the needs of people hardest hit 
by Cylone Nargis on May 2. 
 

In case some of you have avoided the news 
these past few weeks, a class 4 cyclone trav-
eled from the Bay of Bengal and across the 
delta region of Myanmar (Burma).  This 
caused a 30-foot wall of water which pro-
ceeded to wash away entire villages and 
drown children who were tied to trees trying to 
survive. Most adults who managed to hang on 
“look like they were sandblasted (by the force 
of the wind whipping up sand and debris), “ 
according to one medic.  
 

Although this tragedy was great, the greater 
tragedy has been the response of the Myan-
mar junta. Or perhaps we should say, their 
lack of response.  About one year ago, we re-
ceived a heart-wrenching report that soldiers, 
who had invaded a Karen village, kidnapped 
four villagers (including a 5-year-old child), and 
sealed them inside a Buddhist stupa to gain 
supernatural powers (many Buddhists in 
Myanmar are more animist than Buddhist in 
their beliefs.) The victims were heard scream-
ing and crying by the other villagers who were 
powerless to help. The armed guards ap-
peared to have no remorse for their actions 
even when the last cry ceased.  This current 
tribulation appears to be a wider scale version 
of this story. The living victims of Nargis are 
crying out for help and, although the world 
hears their pleas of desperation, help is kept at 
bay by armed guards. 
 

At the time this letter is being written, the Bur-
mese government has announced that 
the initial stage of search and rescue is over. 
In truth, it never really began. Admittedly, the 
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soldiers made a couple of staged appear-
ances giving rice bags to victims of the storm 
in the city of Yangon, but there were wit-
nesses who saw what happened when the 
state television cameras were turned off: the 
bags of rice were immediately retrieved by 
the soldiers. Some of the aid that was 
unloaded from international planes was then 
sold on the black market.  There are numer-
ous other stories and collectively they have 
angered the outside world. The French and 
British governments have gone so far as to 
publicly declare that the Myanmar govern-
ment’s lack of action constitutes “crimes 
against humanity.”  
 

With greater intensity than any other time in 
our years of ministry, we struggle with anger 
and feelings of retribution. It is a battle within 
that attempts to distract us from the true en-
emy. We are reminded time and time again, 
that our battle is not against flesh and blood. 
It is the junta that we must be most commit-
ted to praying for.  
 

In the midst of this dark story, we can see 
small glimmers of light which give us hope. 
As we have written in recent emails, the two 
things that bring us encouragement have 
been the networking that has transpired 
among various ministries and the courage 
that Burmese national Christians have been 
able to muster.  Both groups have taken 
greater risks than ever before, in the belief 
that God, Himself calls us to “defend the 
rights of the poor and needy.” 
 

Despite the visual evidence that suggests 
that the situation is hopeless, we put our faith 
in a God who works amidst what is not 
seen...a God who parted the Red Sea for the 
Israelites, who closed the mouth of the lions 
for Daniel, who rescued the men in the fiery 
furnace, who can change the hearts and 
bend the wills of those in leadership in Myan-
mar. 
 

Sharing from our hearts & experiences, 
Craig, Kara, Sara, Emilee, Kate, and Jacob 
 
  
  
  



Dear EUM Families,  
Here it comes! You know…summer!  Summer is the word that stirs 
excitement in your kids and uncertainty in you. The countdown to 
school being out is ever so close. There are plans to make; sitters, 
camps, vacations and daily routine arrangements for your children. 
The kitchen cupboards will need more snacks, the laundry will need 
more stain remover, and the shopping list will now include insect re-
pellant and sunscreen.   
 

Yup, we’ve all got to prepare for summer. Yet there’s another aspect 
of summer that I don’t want EUM families to miss and that’s content-
ment.  In this month’s Raising Spiritual Champions page, you’ll find 

the words play, enjoy the view, and content repeated often. Here’s the concept:  if you take time to 
play with your kids, it results in enjoying the view of life as a family, which in turn sows contentment.  
 

 Speaking as a parent of college boys, I am a witness that the day DOES come when your kids are in 
high school or college and their summer is now about going to work and hanging out with friends. 
That day may seem far away, as it did to me 10 years ago. But wow, how quickly it came! We no 
longer keep popsicles in the freezer or band aides ready in the cabinet. There are no more flushed 
cheeks from playing outside or promises to go to the zoo. The moral of this letter? You guessed it. 
Enjoy the view while it’s there and play a bit with your kids. Rejoice in the popsicle wrappers and 
smile with contentment.  
 

 For His Kids,  
Mrs. B  
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WELL CHILD POLICY 
Parents:  It’s our desire to see that the 
only thing children “catch” here is the 
joy of Christ! Please take a minute to 
familiarize yourself with EUM’s policy 
on wellness.   To ensure the health of 

children and staff, we ask that ill children not attend 
Forever Friends programs or nurseries. 
 

Upon the recommendation of the Committee on Con-
trol of Infectious Diseases of the American Academy 
of Pediatrics, a child should not be taken from home 
when any of the following exist: 
�  Fever 100 or above within previous 24 hours 
�  Cold or flu symptoms including: runny nose,  
 watery eyes, sneezing 
�  Vomiting 
�  Diarrhea 
�  Sore throat or cough 
�  Any unexplained rash 
�  Any skin infections such as boils, ringworm,  
 impetigo, pink eye or other eye infection.   
�  Any symptoms of disease such as scarlet fever,  
 German measles, mumps, chicken pox or  
 whooping cough 
If your child is on antibiotics, he/she should be on the 
medicine for at least 24 hours before coming to For-
ever Friends programs or nurseries. 
Medication must be administered by 
parents only.  
Thank you for your consideration 
of all families and children attend-
ing EUM.   

Mark your calendars 
& 

Invite your friends! 
 

2008 VBS 
God’s Big Backyard 
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Preschool VBS Registration Form  
included in this newsletter! 

 

Watch for opportunities to volunteer  
in the Sunday bulletins! 



PAGE 5 



PAGE 6  



��������������	���������
��
����������������������� ���������
����������������������������������������� �
�

���
�� ������ � ����	
���
��	�����
�������� ���������
���

�

���
�� ���� ��������������� ��
����� �!����	
�� ��"��#$��%&	"'� (
���&���

���
�� �)� *������� +
��	�&
�����* 
�,
� ��
-�� �� ��&�� �
���
��

�
�
�
�
�

����������	
���
������	���
������
���	�
���������
�
�������
��������
����	
��������������
�	
������
��
���������������
��
�����	���
��
����
���
�
�
��
������������
��������	���������	
��
�	
������	����

T e e n H o p e L i n e 
(http://www.revgenonline.com/teenhopeline.php) - Adults are 
waiting at the other end to answer questions from teens and pray 
with them. There is a helpful “live person” sign to let you know 
when someone is on the other end of the internet.  
 

How Tech Savvy Are You? 
(http://www.theantidrug.com/E-Monitoring/quiz.asp) - An 
online quiz for parents todetermine their knowledge on the 
latesttechnology.  
 

Adorn Magazine  
(www.adornmag.com) -An online magazine for girls who 
likecrafts.  
 

B e c k y B o n e s 
(http://www.beckybones.com/) - A clever cartoon site for teens 
who are interested in environmental issues. 
 

These are ideas for you to use during that drive time be-
tween school, practices and meetings. Take advantage of 
that “trapped” time to pass on your faith.   
 
     Mix-Tape  A mix-tape is a compilation of favorite and/or 
meaningful songs often put together by friends and/or boy-
friends/girlfriends. It is a very personal peer-to-peer gift 
because the songs chosen are meant for the receiver and an 
effort was made to give his/her those songs. As a parent, you 
can also make a mix-tape that will be just as deeply personal 
and meaningful to your teen. 
     Put together a list of some of your child’s favorite songs 
that you know. Also slyly ask siblings and friends what 
more of those favorite songs are. Add two or three of your 
all-time favorite songs. Then add a song or two that has that 
special message you want your teen to hear. Download that 
list of songs (ask that same sibling or friend to help if you 
don’t know this technology) to a CD. On that CD title it 
something powerful. If you want, you can go the extra step 
and design the case. 
     On your next drive, present this gift to your teen. Take 
the next several drives to listen and talk about the songs on 
it. After previewing the CD together, give it to your child to 
keep. 
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EUM’s Book and Lunch Bunch  
Although we will not meet during the summer, we 
would like to fill you in about what happened at 
our May Lunch Bunch meeting.  As you read, we 
brought old family cookbooks from our homes to 
hsare.  We had such a great time reading the 
recipes that our mothers and friends prepared.  
We found a recipe donated by our own Dorothy 
Kraftshank that was for making caramels.  We 

noted in Dorothy’s recipes that it called for 2 cups of 18% 
cream.  We were at a loss as to what that meant.  Perhaps 
Dorothy can fill us in.  We also reviewed the new book of Ann 
Ross about Miss Julia.  Miss Julia is a very proper southern 
lady that has had numerous adventures.  Her April 2008 story 
is about the old courthouse in the city being demolished and 
new condos taking its place.  Miss Julia is dead set against 
this and relies on her friends to help hamper the efforts of the 
developer to bring this about!  What great summer reading! 
 
Please keep tuned to more information in the fall when we 
read the Racine reads, The Camel Bookmobile.  The Racine 
Public Library has graciously agreed to provide us with free 
copies of the book so we can all gather to have a lively dis-
cussion about this story.  We hope to have a great turnout for 
this.  Please look for more information as the time gets 
nearer.  We love to read and we hope you will join us as we 
get started again in September!! 
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Join Dianne and Shawn for card making and goodie bags on 
Friday, June 20 at 6pm.  We will be at church in the 
S.H.O.U.T. Room.  There is pre-registration at the Informa-
tion Desk.  Any questions, please contact Shawn at 752.0432 
or sschroeder8@wi.rr.com. 

 
1 Worship @ 9 & 10:30 a.m. w/Communion 
 

2 Preschool VBS, 8:30-11:30 a.m. 
 

3 Preschool VBS, 8:30-11:30 a.m. 
 Weekly Staff Meeting, 1-2:30 p.m. 
 

4 Preschool VBS, 8:30-11:30 a.m. 
 

5 Worship Team Mtg., 6:30 p.m. 
 

6 “Fusion,” 6 a.m. 
 Scrapbook/Craft Night, 6-11 p.m. 
 

8 Worship @ 9 & 10:30 a.m. 
 WisconsinUMC Annual Conference begins 
 

9 “Summer’s” Day Out begins, 9:15-2:15 
 

11 “Summer’s” Day Out, 9:15-2:15 
 

12 Trustees Meeting, 5:30 p.m. 
 Ministry Board, 7:00 p.m. 
 

13 “Fusion,” 6 a.m. 
 

14 Men’s Breakfast, 8 a.m. 
 Quilting Group, 9-noon 
 

15 Worship @ 9 & 10:30 a.m. 
 Father’s Day 
 Middle Schoolers leave for camp 
 

16 “Summer’s” Day Out, 9:15-2:15 
 

17 Staff Meeting, 1:00-2:30 
 SPRC, 6:30 p.m. 
 

18 “Summer’s” Day Out, 9:15-2:15 
 

19 IT Meeting, 5:30 p.m. 
 

20 “Fusion,” 6 a.m. 
 

22 Worship @ 9 & 10:30 a.m. 
 

23 “Summer’s” Day Out, 9:15-2:15 
 Elementary VBS, 5:45-8:00 p.m. 
 

24 Elementary VBS, 5:45-8:00 p.m. 
 

25 “Summer’s Day Out,” 9:15-2:15 
 Elementary VBS, 5:45-8:00 p.m. 
 

26 Elementary VBS, 5:45-8:00 p.m. 
 

27 “Fusion,” 6 a.m. 
 

29 Worship @ 9 & 10:30 a.m. 
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Our Mission 

To bring people into a personal and 
dynamic relationship with Jesus Christ 

and to equip and mobilize them for 
ministry. 
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