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A WORD Several years ago, the Reader’ s Digest carried
FROM THE acute story about an elderly woman who

worked as a housekeeper in the rectory of a
PASTOR Roman Catholic Church.

One day she was briefing the new priest who had come to serve the
parish. “Y our roof needs repair, Father,” she said, “and your water
pressure is bad and your furnace is not working properly either.”
And the priest thanked her for bringing those things to his attention.
But then he said, “Y ou know Mrs. Kelly, you shouldn’t say your
roof and your water pressure and your furnace, but rather our roof
and our water pressure and our furnace. After al, you' ve been here
some fifteen years now and I’ ve just been here a couple of days.” So
the woman thanked him and said that she would be sure to remem-
ber that.

Well, acouple of weeks later, the priest was in a meeting with the
bishop and other important church officials. All of the sudden who
should burst into the meeting but Mrs. Kelly, the housekeeper.
“Father! Father!” she exclaimed, almost out of breath. And the priest
turned and said, “yes, Mrs. Kelly, what in the world isit?” And she
caught her breath and said, “ There’ s amouse in our room and he's
under our bed!”

Communication is very important isn't it? And especially when
you're trying to communi cate something that has great import and
significance. And that’s exactly where God was two thousand years
ago. How can | get across to my people who | really am and what |
amrealy like? How can | help them see what my face looks like
and what my heart is like? How can | communicate to them in away
they’ll understand and away they can grasp? And so it was that God
decided to comeinto the world in the form of alittle baby.

“For unto you is born thisday in the city of David a Savior who is
Christ the Lord! And thiswill be a sign unto you: you will find the
Babe wrapped in swaddling clothesand lying in a manger.” Luke
2:11-12

Blessings,
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Charge Conference

Thursday night, Dec. 13th, at 7 p.m.
S.H.O.U.T. Room
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. Grey Bowen Patrick,
O\PhSVV\ son of Justin & Sarah Patrick,
was baptized on November 4th.

Transportation One of our church members is looking
eag for someone to drive her to Milwaukee
«"'- Y for medical appointments and will pay

i = A expenses. If you are interested,

please call Sue at 633-1488.

Dear EUM Friends,

We wish to thank the congregation
N for your beautiful thoughts, prayers,

and acknowledgments in remembering

our dear mother, Elizabeth * Betty’

—  Shilke. We especially thank those who

came to see her these past 3 years at Oak Ridge Care Cen-
ter in Union Grove. It meant a great deal to her. Her pass-
ing has meant that EUM has lost a most respected and de-
voted woman. She touched many of your lives whether it
was through the Lucies group, teaching you in Sunday
School, church family gatherings, working with you at
church dinnersor just a simple smile at Sunday’ s service.
She will be missed by many but not forgotten. Sheiswith
her Lord now and also many friends and family members
that went before her. God rest her soul.

Sncerely,

—Darlene Hall, Carol Boll, Betty Ann Hartman,

—Janis Lemke and families

—
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Dear Friends,

Throughout the past weeks we have seen Christ clearly
reflected in your lives. Thank you for your many expres-
sions of love and encouragement—the prayers, cards, calls,
flowers, meals, and visits. We thank God for each one of

you. —Judy and John Nickelsen
Hat & Mitten
.. i‘ Collection

El At our next Saturday Sack Lunch

=l distribution on Dec. 29, we will sup-
ply a hat, mittens, gloves or scarf
along with the lunch. In many cases
this is the only winter attire the per-
son has, so we call upon your gener-
osity to help supply warmth and comfort. Whether
new, gently used or homemade, and regardless of the
size (infant, youth, women’s or men’s) these items will
certainly be used & appreciated. Any hats, mittens,
gloves & scarves remaining after the Sack Lunch dis-
tribution on Dec. 29 will be given to CareNet and
HALO. Donations will be collected now through Dec.
29 in the collection box in the kitchen off of the first
floor lounge. If you have questions, please feel free
to contact Kimberly Strike at 634-8616.

<2 EUM's Book and Lunch Bunch
>y Carol Burow Gianforte grew up in

L Racine and has returned home after 40
® years. Carol has enjoyed writing about
her favorite memories of growing up in
her hometown.

BOOK

On Dec. 11, at 11:30 a.m. in the church
LUNCH lounge, Carol will read two of her own
stories about Christmas that capture her childhood in
the 1950's & 60’s. Her sentimental stories are in-
tended to inspire listeners about love and kindness
and about family and faith. As she reads them itis

hoped that listeners will recall their own special
memories of Christmas.

Carol will also briefly touch on the path of writing she
has taken and encourage others to write their own
stories. Carol believes that we all have “A story for
His glory” and that sharing it through writing can be a
special gift to those we love.

Please come and enjoy a sandwich and some cook-
ies on Tuesday, Dec. 11th at 11:30 a.m. in the lounge
of the church.

We would appreciate your “yes, I'll be there” by Sun-
day, Dec. 9th. Please call Marlene at 637-6077 or
e-mail mmh@miliserv.net. You are all invited!

The Racine Choral Arts
Society will present a
concert of Christmas mu-
sic on Sunday afternoon,
Dec. 2, at 3:00 p.m. here
at church. The Schulte
Elementary School choir,
under the direction of
Kathy Berg, will also be a
part of the program. Tickets at the door will be $15
for adults; $12 for seniors; & $5 for students, but
EUM members can get advance tickets for $10.
They will be available from Joyce Gregg on Dec. 2
at both services. Larry Gregg and Julie Van Matre
from EUM are both part of the Choral Arts choir.

2007 Offering Dates: All 2007 dona-
tions, whether budget or designated,
should be in the offering plate or in
the church office by no later than Sun-
day, December 30, in order to applied
to 2007 giving statements. If mailing
in your end of year contribution, please send early to
assure meeting the deadline. Any donations received in
the church office after Sunday, December 30, will be
applied to 2008 giving statements. Plan now to get
your year end contributions to EUM early in order to
assure credit on your 2007 statement. Thanks for your
cooperation and understanding.

End of Year ‘
Offering
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Missions Spotlight

.i' Kyle, Becky and family work with disabled orphans and their families in Cen-

tral Asia. They work to reunite children abandoned in the orphanage sys-
tem. These children are on the bottom of Central Asian society. Many go
hungry and cry themselves to sleep every night with no one to tell them they
are loved. The family® hope is to integrate these children into healthy
homes, communities and schools so they can reach the potential God has
given them. Below are excerpts from several of their letters:

Dear EUM Church,

Thank you for your support! May God bless each of you and we hope to see our
partnership continue to grow as God leads. Remember every prayer you pray is a powerful weapon tearing
down strongholds that enslave children here that are bound from Satan’s lies. We will do our best to let you
know how God is touching the hearts of these precious orphans God has been showing us these last few
weeks.

We want to share with you some answers to our prayer requests:

It looks like we have found a teacher/tutor for Lola. Her name is Dinara and she is a believer and was looking
for a job. She seems happy to help Lola and took home some of her books to be better prepared to help her
next week. Sounds like she is in this for good. Lola seems to think she is good and so do | after meeting her
last week. Thank you all for praying for this.

We have paid a down payment on a van that fits our whole family. The van is sitting in our driveway and we
will hopefully be able to start using it this next week. We would ask you to ask with us to see God’s provision
for the remaining amount of $7500.

We have been able to start our foundation on our house. This came about through the people who bought our
house. While they are still waiting for the loan on their house to pay us the second payment their church gave

them $10,000 to send to us to start building our house. Please pray that this loan will come through this week
so we can finish the rest of the house.

From a good friend visiting us we were able to distribute an immune system booster powder - enough for 6
months for 26 bedridden children in a baby orphanage and another 20 children in another orphanage the
same! This will help these children fight sickness and give them extra vitamins they don't get in their diet. This
is a huge answer to prayer as we prayed for practical ways to help these children and start a good relationship
with these orphanages to eventually meet their parents and see how we can start reuniting them together
again.

Two days ago | prayed that God would send me someone | can help. That day as | was walking home from
the store a man came up to me looking very drunk and like he had lived on the street for some time. He said
“please help me” in perfect English. He said that if | gave him some money he could find a place to stay for
the night. While | went in the house and phoned a friend who works with Teen challenge here, two men came
by and beat him bloody. He had blood running down his face and bruises on his cheeks. | grabbed a towel,
water and soap and started to clean him up when a man came up and started to hit him again on the face. |
intervened and was able to take the man and find a place for him to stay the night. The next day | saw him he
looked like a new person. He has been staying there the last two days and we bought some clothes so he
could wash his other ones since that is all he had. He says he wants to read the Bible and says he believes in
Jesus. My friend with Teen Challenge will hopefully invite him to go and see the place. | am praying he can
stay there one year. Please pray this man will give his life to Jesus and start his life over again. God is good
and he does answer our prayers!

We are grateful for your prayers and support.
We love each and every one of you may God give you peace and joy as you serve him with all your heart.

—Kyle, Becky and kids
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EUM Website has a new Platform!

In November, EUM re-launched:

www.eumchurch.com

You will find updated content, pictures of our people, and information on current events.
Under the "Join Us" menu, you will find a Calendar of Events.

Did you know that www.eumchurch.com gets about 500 visitors per month?

is a small group for
babies and their moms!

We have fellowship

time, discussions about

particular needs of moms, and interaction
with the babies!

We meet the 2" & 4™ Tuesdays of the
month, 9:30 to 11:00 a.m., in the Lounge.
Childcare is available.

This month, we are only meeting on
December 11. We will not be meeting the
4th Tuesday of the month, as that is
Christmas Day!

Please contact Ann at 632-8381, ex.21 or
ann@eumchurch.com if you have ques-
tions. We hope you'll join us!

Need something communicated online? Use the “Contact Us” form to send a note to the webmaster.

Have a friend interesting in visiting EUM? Direct them to our website!

Downtown “Christmas Walk”

Returns
The Racine Downtown Cooperative
Parish will again sponsor a“Christmas
Walk” to the downtown churches on
December 30, 2007. This event was
last held in 1997. You areinvited to
visit seven of the Downtown Coopera-
tive Parish churchesto view their ar-
chitecture, Christmas decorations and learn alittle about
each church. A buswill be available for those who choose
not to walk. The walk is about 2 miles.
We will begin the walk at First Preshbyterian Church at
7" and College at 1:00. We are asking participants to donate
a non-perishable food item for our food pantry, thereis no
admission charge. Participants can leave their carsin the
parking lot there while we continue the walk to Cristo Rey
Parish, Plymouth Congregational Church, Evangelical
United Methodist Church, First Methodist Church, St.
Luke’s Episcopal Church, and Olympia Brown Unitarian
Church. A “warm up” reception will take place after the
walk at Olympia Brown church for all those participating in
the walk. Come, bring your friends, and enjoy a wonderful
afternoon as the culmination of your Christmas week.



PAGE 5

Dear EUM Families,

Not every Christmas is “merry” by definition. Some are...some
aren't. Life is an incredible mixture of experiences and there are
times we need to dig in and hold onto our faith. Maybe this coming
Christmas season will be a picturesque one for your family. If so,
enjoy it...with a grateful heart!

Maybe this Christmas will be one of hardship in some way.

If so, don't let go of Christ. Seek Him out in prayer, in God's Word
and in the comfort or help of others. It's ok to receive the help that
others offer.

Maybe others you know or love are hurting which gives you an op-
portunity to reach out this Christmas. As a family, talk about who

you know that could use some encouragement and then think of ways together that you might minister to
them. Our family will be reaching out to comfort my sister and her family, as their son passed away recently.
We are stunned at our loss, but we know that God will use us if we are willing. He will use your family also if

you ask Him to show you where.

Giving love away is always rewarding. If it were not, God never would have sent us His Son Jesus. The

example has been set for us.

Jesus replied: “’Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.’
This is the first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.™

-Matthew 22:37-39

In Christ,
—Mrs. B
Christmas
) ) Plug In to a
in Forever Friends . ..
) @ Growing Ministry
Sunday Dec. 23" -- “Happy > Forever Friends has been blessed
Birthday Jesus” celebrations in @ abundantly with kids! Due to our
SHOUT and CritterLand growing numbers, we have several
opportunities to serve in children’s

Monday Dec. 24™ — Children’s Message at :

the 4:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Service

ministry. If you are interested in plug-
ging in to any of the following positions, IT'S EASY!

Sunday Dec. 30" — Combined 10:00 a.m. Just call or email Mrs. B or Ann.  We will walk you
Worship Service. Forever Friends includes through the steps and plug you in!

Nursery, CritterLand and SHOUT

9:00 Hour Needs:

Nursery Help Needed
for our Christmas Eve

Childcare for 3& 4 Year Olds
Babies Bible rotation teacher
Childcare for infants and toddlers

4 pm & 7 p.m. services.| 10:30 Hour Needs:
If you can serve during | Small group leader for 1% graders in SHOUT

either of these services, CritterLand 3's teacher

please call Nicole at
598-8427. Thanks!

CritterLand 4/K assistant teacher

Never served in children’s ministry? We will train you

and give you time to observe before you decide if a

Wed. Dec. 5 — Blast #11  Position is right for you. Help us keep pace with our
Wed. Dec. 12 — Blast #12 9rowth and plug in!

Wed. Dec. 19 — NO Blast
Wed. Dec. 26 — NO Blast
Wed. Jan. 2 — Blast # 13

Questions? Contact us at 632.8381, ext. 14 or
ext. 21 or through e-mail at:
cheryl@eumchurch.com or ann@eumchurch.com
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Capturing the Moment: Creating Fun Family Traditions by Jim Burns PhD.

Some of the previous generations did a better job than we do with building family traditions. The next time
your extended family gets together, take note of how much of the conversation is centered around family tra-
ditions and stories. Y ou may here the same stories at each get together — but these traditions and their stories
create family togetherness. Traditions are important for families because they provide opportunities to keep
your family legacy going. From the simple to the silly to the sentimental, traditions can create meaningful
memories. As a parent, one of your jobs is to look for ways to promote special moments and traditions for
your family — ones that will create specia family memories that your kids will keep forever.

Here are some ideas for creating traditionsin your home:

Family Fun Nights. This could be a weekly or monthly time when the family comes together to have fun.
Y ou can do the old standbys (movies, dinner or picnics), or you can be more creativea nd make up your own
traditions and family fun times.

One-0On-One Times. In our home, we call these "dates". These are the times when Rebecca and | go out for
Mexican food or Christy and | take in a play or Heidi takes me surfing. | find that some of my most fruitful
conversations with the girls happen during our monthly one-on-one times.

Holiday Traditions. Holidays can be stressful, but if you build in special family events that become tradi-
tions, you will be developing lifelong, positive memories. Fifteen years ago, we noticed that a few people
from our church had nowhere to go on Christmas Eve, so we spontaneously invited them to our home after
the Christmas Eve service. On the way home | called a Chinese restaurant and ordered takeout. Every year
since then we have people over on Christmas Eve, and we always order Chinese takeout. We asked our girls
this past year if we should change what we eat. They were insulted! For more ideas on creating Christmas
traditions, read the article, 20 Memorable Family Christmas Traditions—and 5 Y ou’ d Rather Forget. Y ou can
find it in the articles section of the HomeWord website (www.homeword.com).

Vacations and Adventures. You don’t have to be rich to create great family vacations and adventures. Our
kids know that every Easter vacation we will go to the beach, just like they know that each child gets to
choose afamily adventure when she graduates from high school.




Friday Momning Fusion meets every Friday

morning, 6:00 am, in Fellowship
Hall. We meet for a time of wor-
Fm ship, prayer, and sharing how God
is working in our lives. Please join us!
Questions? Contact Lew (681-6112),
Paul (639-2883) or Devin (632-8381).

“As iron sharpens iron, a friend sharpens a friend.”
Proverbs 27:17

You're Invited to:

LYDIA’'S CIRCLE
Women of Study and Prayer
We meet every Monday morning in the
lounge at EUM from 9-9:30 am casually
& 9:30-11:00 am for study.
Babysitter, if needed.
NOTE: We will not meet on Dec. 24 and Dec. 31, but will
resume again on Monday, Jan. 7, 2008.
Congregation prayer requests taken.
Questions? Call Jan Smith at 639-8804.

Finance
Commalrt]tee

10
11

12
13

14
16

17

19
21
23
24
25
26

29
30

Worship @ 9 & 10:30 a.m., w/Communion
Men’s All Church Breakfast

Prayer Chain Mtg. in chapel, 10 a.m.
Choral Arts concert in sanctuary at 3 p.m.

“Lydia’s Circle”, 9 a.m.
Staff Christmas Lunch, 1 p.m.

Merge, 6-7:45 p.m.
Chancel Choir, 6:15 p.m.
Bible Blast, 6:30-7:45 p.m.

“Growing Kids God’s Way”, 6:30 p.m.

Fusion, 6:00 a.m.
Scrapbook/Craft Night at EUM, 6-11 p.m.

Men’s Breakfast, 8 a.m.
Quilting Group, 9 a.m.

Worship @ 9 & 10:30 a.m.
Care Net Benefit in Sanctuary, 7 p.m.

“Lydia’s Circle”, 9 a.m.

“Mommy & Me”, 9:30-11 a.m.
“Book & Lunch Bunch” 11:30 a.m. in lounge
Weekly Staff Meeting, 1-2:30 p.m.

CrossTraining Activities

“Growing Kids God’s Way”, 6:30 p.m.
Annual Charge Conference, 7 p.m.

Fusion, 6 a.m.

Worship @ 9 & 10:30 a.m.
January Newsletter Deadline
Wassail & cookies between services

“Lydia’s Circle”, 9 a.m.
Weekly Staff Meeting, 1-2:30 p.m.

CrossTraining Activities

Fusion, 6 a.m.

Worship @ 9 & 10:30 a.m.
Christmas Eve Services, 4-7-10
Christmas Day. Office Closed

Christmas Holiday. Office Closed.
NO CrossTraining Activities

Fusion, 6 a.m.
One Combined Worship Service, 10 a.m.
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