
In Brennan Manning’s book, 
Abba’s Child, Manning relates the 
story of Edward Farrell, a priest 
from Detroit who was visiting his 
uncle in Ireland. The uncle was 
days away from celebrating his 
eightieth birthday: 

On the great day, the priest and his uncle got up 
before dawn and dressed in silence. They took a 
walk along the shores of Lake Killarney and 
stopped to watch the sunrise, standing side by side 
with not a word exchanged and staring straight at 
the rising sun. Suddenly the uncle turned and went 
skipping down the road. He was radiant, beaming, 
smiling from ear to ear.  
 His nephew said, “Uncle Seamus, you really 
look happy.”   

  “ I am, Lad.”   
  “Want to tell me why?”  
  His eighty-year-old uncle replied, “Yes, you  
 see, my Abba is very fond of me.”  
Manning continues by asking the reader this question: 
“Do you honestly believe God likes you, not just loves 
you because theologically God has to love you - but 
that God really likes you?”  
 

Dr. Roberta Bondi, in her book, A Place to Pray: Re-
flections on the Lord’s Prayer, tells us that “Our Abba 
who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy king-
dom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven…” was the first grown-up prayer she ever 
learned after “now I lay me down to sleep.”  
 

The Lord’s Prayer is the one prayer that is recited in 
almost every church on almost every Sunday, yet, my 
fear is that we have become so familiar with the prayer 
that we have neglected to grasp and implement the 
meaning of the prayer into our lives. I want to invite 
you to embark on a six-week journey into prayer as we 
study the Lord’s prayer beginning January 27th. 

Blessings, 
Pastor Creighton 
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Upcoming Sermon Series: 

Anniversary Sunday 
Sunday, January 20, 2008 

(Normal Sunday services at 9:00 &  10:30 a.m.)  
 

 Join us as we take a look back on a year of 
the Share the Secret campaign. 

 
After the 10:30 service, we’ ll have a soup &  
sandwich luncheon in Fellowship Hall and a 
time for questions & answers about Share the 
Secret. 
 
New to EUM?  This is a great opportunity to 
learn more about Share the Secret. 
 

What does the future look like for EUM? 
Come January 20th and  

get a glimpse. 



 
Dear EUM Family, 
 I’d like to thank you for all the 
prayers, cards, and phone calls dur-
ing my recent surgery.  Thanks, too, 
for the visits and those who came to 
sing for us. 
   —Jeanne Pie 

 
Dear EUM Family, 
 My family wants to thank Pastor Creighton and Devin 
for all their visits and for the prayers they prayed with Paul.  
We want to thank all of the congregation that prayed for 
Paul through his illness.  We felt all the prayers.  Also, 
thank you to the ladies that put on the luncheon after the 
funeral.  We are really blessed to be a part of a loving and 
giving church family.  Paul is now an angel looking down 
on all of us. Love, 
   —Robin, Phillip, Lisa, Carri, & Maddie Juras 
 
Dear Evangelical United Methodist Church members, 
 What a great day!  Thank you for donating your time, 
your talents, and your treasure.  The bible study, painting, 
maintenance, child care, meals, parenting classes, mock 
interviews and clean up on November 10, 2007 were a 
physical and mental lift.  Our participants are still inspired 
by your hard work and sincerity. 
 HALO participants not only have their basic needs for 
food and shelter met, but also gain access to additional 
needed resources, understand the steps they need to take 
toward self-sufficiency, and develop skills to obtain employ-
ment and ultimately permanent housing. 
 Since our opening in November of 2005, we have 
served over 2,000 men, women, and children.  In many 
cases, we are connecting people to programs and services 
that have led to several success stories.  We are truly on the 
road to helping many achieve self-sufficiency. 
 If you have any questions about HALO, please contact 
us at 262-633-3235. 
 We hope we can count on you in the future to help sus-
tain this very worthwhile cause. 
   Sincerely, 
   —Cheryl Buckley, Executive Director 
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One of our church members is 
looking for someone to drive her to 
Milwaukee for medical appoint-
ments and will pay expenses.  If 

you are interested, please call Sue at 633-1488. 

Our sympathy to the family of  
Paul Juras 

who passed away December 17th 
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Visit our EUM Website! 
www.eumchurch.com  

 

You  will find updated content, 
pictures of our people, and infor-
mation on current events.   
Under the "Join Us" menu, you 

will find a Calendar of  Events. 
 

Did you know that www.eumchurch.com gets 
about 500 visitors per month?   

 

Need something communicated online?  Use the 
“Contact Us” form to send a note to the webmaster. 
 

Have a friend interesting in visiting EUM? Direct 
them to our website! 
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Missions Spotlight 
Schloss Mittersill   

EUM supports Schloss Mittersill, a 
mission center in Austria, whose fo-
cus is to equip individuals active in 
the arts, education, business, and 
politics to challenge society in light of 

the values of the Kingdom of God.   
 

Schloss successfully completed a pilot six-week intensive 
Bible & Culture program this fall with the International 
Fellowship of Evangelical Students. Young leaders were 
hand-picked by IFES because they have potential to be 
of great influence in in key cities across Eastern Europe. 
The course will be expanded in 2008.   
 

Quotes from students: 
“The Lord taught me a much more consistent picture of 
His plan throughout the Bible.  Because of this I think I 
can trust Him more now.”   

Nadiya Brazhnyk, teacher & translator, Ukraine 
 

“I will read more popular books, I will watch more films 
because I realize how important this is in order to see 
what moves our world.”  
 Ieve Pilskane, IFEX graduates ministry, Latvia 
 

“What will change?  The Lord has shown me that it is 
important to have goals in my life, but above all I trust 
Him that I will be satisfied and thankful.”   
 Iryna Pemakhova, psychologist & social worker, 
 Ukraine 
“My mind is challenged to think critically.”   
 Elnara Gurbanova, IFES graduates worker,  
 Azerbaijan 
“I learned how important it is to apply Biblical principles 
more specifically in my life, in my ministry & my culture.”  
 Olesya Skladana, IFES graduates worker, Ukraine 
 

Schloss is also engaging with established European 
Christian leaders and influencers throughout European 
society.  Last month, Schloss hosted an event with lead-
ers from a Norwegian institute for journalism that teaches 
courses from a Christian worldview to many young, non-
believers who are  drawn to the school's educational 
competence and professionalism.   
 

Schloss Mittersill asks for your prayer as they begin plan-
ning outreach to key 'opinion shaping' sectors.  And pray 
that the Gospel of Jesus Christ penetrates Europe in 
fresh and creative ways. 

January 9, 2008 
Bible Blast, Merge, & Choir Practice resumes 

 

January 12, 2008 
Join the Men of EUM for a Men’s Breakfast,  

the first one of 2008.   
 

January 13, 2008 
Parenting Teens Class resumes.  

Join us as we study the 5 love languages of teens 
each Sunday at 9 a.m. in the library.  No  
registration is necessary.  Just show up. 

 

January 20, 2008 
Share the Secret Anniversary Sunday! 

 

January 26, 2008 
Vision &  Training Day  

Annually, the leaders of the church gather to 
strategize the coming year.   
Join us from 9 a.m. to noon. 

     Fusion meets every    
     Friday morning, 6:00 am,  
     in Fellowship Hall.  We meet       
     for a time of worship, prayer,  
     and sharing how God is  
working in our lives.  Please join us!   

Questions?  Contact Lew (681-6112),  
Paul (639-2883) or Devin (632-8381). 

“ As iron sharpens iron, a friend sharpens a friend.”    
Proverbs 27:17 

EUM’s Book and Lunch Bunch  
 Our Book & Lunch Bunch meet-
ing on December 11th with Carol Bu-
row Gianforte, who grew up in Racine 
and has recently returned, was a 
great time in spite of the ice storm.  It 
was a lovely lunch and 11 brave 
souls ventured out to listen to her 
stories and hear her memories, as 

we also shared ours.  We will be taking a break in 
January to catch our breath and will meet again in 
February.  Watch for info as it becomes available.  
If you have any questions or ideas about our 
“Bunch”, call Marlene at 637-6077 or e-mail 
mmh@miliserv.net. You are all invited! 
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Dear EUM Parents,  
 

Happy New Year! No matter what season or time of year it is, 
your children look to you as their spiritual leader. It’s your right 
and your God-given responsibility. Your kids are at church one 
or two hours a week.  Yet even if they are in school all day, 
they are with parents 40-50 waking hours each week. Who will 
have the greatest impact on them spiritually? Parents, of 
course!  
 

At Forever Friends, we want to walk along side you in this spe-
cial journey of leading your kids to Christ. In this newsletter is-
sue, are several parenting websites and other resources to 

check out. Also, be sure to check out the Raising Spiritual Champions page. It has quick and easy 
ways to incorporate faith into your family.  
 

Parents, you don’t have to have all the answers. But you can foster a desire to learn about God in 
your home. When your children see you learning, praying, and wanting to grow in Christ, they will 
want to follow your example. And that’s a great way to start a new year.  
 

For His Kids,  —Mrs. B 

Wed. Jan. 9—Blast #13 

Wed. Jan. 16—Blast #14 

 (Show & Tell Night)  

Wed. Jan. 23—Blast #15 

Wed. Jan. 30—Blast #16 

Parenting Websites  
to Help You Lead    

Below are a few good websites to check 
out: 
www.focusonyourchild.com (from Fo-
cus on the Family). This site is designed 

to help parents bond together, share practical advice, 
and encourage one another to make the most of the 
parenting years. Sign up to receive free bi-monthly 
publications with great articles and parenting tips. 
 
cbh.gospelcom.net  Don’t have family devotions ma-
terial? Start here. Guide your children to learn more 
about God’s love every day. These easy-to-use points 
give you scripture to read, a fun story, along with a 
key verse and key thought for the day.  
 
www.biblicalparenting.org  This site offers multiple 
resources for purchase and review. Lots of material 
and tips to choose from. You can also sign up for par-
enting emails.  

Parenting Books  
            to Help You Lead 
If you are interested in ordering any of 
these, www.christianbook.com often has 
discounted prices.  
 
·  Faith Begins at Home by Mark Hol-

men (the family makeover with Christ 
at the center) ISBN 
#978.08307.38137 

·  103 Questions Children Ask about 
Right from Wrong (multiple au-
thors) ISBN #0-8423-4595-7 

·  How Do Our Children Grow? by 
Delia Halverson (introducing children 
to God, Jesus, the Bible, Prayer and 
Church) ISBN #0-687-17521-6 

·  Children Demand a Verdict by 
Josh McDowell (answering questions 
about what we believe and why we 
believe it) ISBN #0-8423-7971-1 

  To Forever Friends Staff: 
 

  Annual Leadership Event  
 2008 Vision Meeting  

& Training 
 

Saturday, January 26th  
9-12 noon at EUM  

Please reserve the date! 



Are You Too Busy for God?         By Jim Burns, Ph.D.  
Perhaps the greatest problem facing parents these days is the breathless pace at which we live our lives. I love the story of the first 
grader who had noticed that her father had been bringing home more and more work from the office each night. When she asked her 
mother why, her mother explained, “Daddy has so much work to do that he can’ t get it all done at the office.”  “Well then,”  the girl inno-
cently wondered, “why don’ t they put him in a slower group?”  
You know, maybe that’s not such a bad idea. As the pace of life gets more hectic and unhealthy, perhaps the solution is to join a “slower 
group.”   I encourage families to ruthlessly eliminate stress, but that’s growing more difficult when the culture encourages us to live in 
“crisis mode” all the time – work hard, play hard, crash hard. 
Let me be blunt – if that’s your life philosophy, you’ re flirting with disaster. And how you answer the following questions will give you 
a clearer indication of how close to the edge you actually are: 
1. Have you stopped enjoying life simply because you’ re too busy? 
2. When was the last time you developed a new relationship? 
3. How’s your energy level? Are you exhausted all the time? 
4. How often do you and your spouse spend time together just the two of you? (Do you even have a regular “date night?”) 
5. Does your family have an enjoyable dinner together on a regular basis? 
6. How much sleep do you get each night? Would you consider it to be “enough?” 
7. When was the last time you took a restful day off? 
8. Do you have regular proactive family times together? 
9. How’s your family’s financial situation? Do you have credit problems or carry a heavy load of debt? 
10. Are your children showing signs of stress? 
If you struggle with many of those questions, you’ re among the majority of families who are living in crisis mode . . . and crisis-mode 
living paralyzes families.  Now, there are no easy solutions to rectifying this situation. If it’ s taken you years to hone this “crisis mode”  
mentality, it’ ll probably take some time to correct it. But there are three things you can do even today that will help get you on the road 
to recovery. Ask yourself: 
1. Do I like the person I’m becoming? 
2. Is the work of God I’m doing with vocation and family destroying the work of God in me? 
3. How often does my family only receive my “emotional scraps”? 
 
If you think you’ re “ too busy for God,”  you probably are – but you can change! 
 
(Excerpted from 10 Building Blocks for a Healthy Family by Jim Burns, Ph.D. Click here for information on how you can order a copy 
of this helpful book.) 
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6 Worship @ 9 & 10:30 a.m. w/Communion 
 
7 “Lydia’s Circle”, 9 a.m. 
 
8 “Mommy & Me”, 9:30-11 a.m. 
 Weekly Staff Meeting, 1-2:30 p.m. 
 
9 CrossTraining Activities resume 
 
10 “Growing Kids God’s Way”, 6:30 p.m. 
 Ministry Board, 7 p.m. 
 
11 “Fusion”, 6 a.m. 
 
12 Men’s Breakfast, 8 a.m. 
 Quilting Group, 9-NOON 
 
13 Worship @ 9 & 10:30 a.m. 
 
14 “Lydia’s Circle”, 9 a.m. 
 
15 Weekly Staff Meeting, 1-2:30 p.m. 
 
16 CrossTraining Activities 
 
17 “Growing Kids God’s Way, 6:30 p.m. 
 Finance Meeting, 7 p.m. 
  
18 “Fusion”, 6 a.m. 
 “Kaleidoscope” 3rd Friday, 6:30 p.m. 
 
20 Worship @ 9 & 10:30 a.m. 
 “Share the Secret” Anniversary Sunday 
 Soup/Sandwich Lunch, 11:30 a.m. 
 
21 “Lydia’s Circle”, 9 a.m. 
 
22 “Mommy & Me”, 9:30-11 a.m. 
 Weekly Staff Meeting, 1-2:30 p.m. 
 
23 CrossTraining Activities 
 
24 “Growing Kids God’s Way”, 6:30 p.m. 
 Finance Meeting, 7 p.m. 
 
25 “Fusion”, 6 a.m. 
 
26 Vision Training Day at EUM, 9-NOON 
 
27 Worship @ 9 & 10:30 a.m. 
 
28 “Lydia’s Circle”, 9 a.m. 
 
29 Senior Lunch, NOON 
 Weekly Staff Meeting, 1-2:30 p.m. 
 
30 CrossTraining Activities 
 
31 “Growing Kids God’s Way”, 6:30 p.m. 

Funds received 
through  

12/16/07 
$400,000 

$960,000 

$750,000 

$379,529.99 

$300,000 

$500,000 
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November 2007 Weekly Giving 
vs. Needed: 
 
Week 1=$11,477. 
Week 2=$11,474. 
Week 3=$14,316. 
Week 4=$8,582. 
NEEDED weekly: $13,250. 
 
 
 

Total Year to Date Giving  
vs. 2007 Budget: 
 
Year to Date total giving: Approximately $540,000. 
2007 Budget  $684,900. 
YTD Total Needed: $628,000. 

Numbers through 11/30/07 



� � � � � �� �� � �� � � � � �� �� � �� � � � � �� �� � �� � � � � �� �� � �����
is a small group for babies 
and their moms!   
 
We have fellowship time, 
discussions about particular needs of moms, and 
interaction with the babies!  
 
We meet the 2nd & 4th Tuesdays of the month, 9:30 
to 11:00 a.m., in the Lounge. Childcare is available.  
 
This month’s dates are: 

January 8th & January 22nd 
 
Please contact Ann at 632-8381, ex.21 or 
ann@eumchurch.com if you have questions.   

We hope you’ll join us! 

You’re Invited to:  
LYDIA’S CIRCLE 

Women of Study and Prayer 
Every Monday morning in the lounge at EUM from 

9-9:30 am casually & 9:30-11:00 am for study.   
Babysitter, if needed. 

Questions?  Call Jan Smith at 639-8804. 

January 18, 2008 from 6:30-7:45 
Lori Barbeau’s home--1539 Quincy Ave. 

262.308.5125 

Are you longing for the embrace of warm and gentle 
breezes mingling with the aroma of a sparkling azure 
ocean?  Do you need to be revived by the rhythm of 
lively Hawaiian music, the sweetness of a frosty ba-
nana smoothie, and the luxurious feel of coconut 
balm on your holiday-hoopla'd hands and feet?  Do 
you want to paint your nails? 
 

Then pack (lightly) and take a  
super-mini vacation in a pseudo- 
tropical Paradise right here in  
Racine, Brrr-sconsin! 
 

What to pack: a large bowl for  
foot-soaking, a towel, and a bottle  
of nail polish in an exotic, tropical  
color that will wow us all. 

Where did you grow up? 
From 6th grade on, I grew up in Redlands, California.  
Prior to that, we lived in Michigan, Germany, Virginia, 
Texas, and Taiwan. 
 

Tell us about your family. 
I’ve been married to Creighton for 19 years.  We 
have three great children--Pierson (14), Maddie (12), 
& Sawyer (9). 
 

What are your hobbies/interests/sports? 
Right now, my “hobby” is taxi-cab driver.  Between 
school, tae kwon do, soccer, basketball, baseball, 
and swimming, I pretty much live in my car.  For my-
self, I like reading Tom Clancy-type novels and 
scrapbooking--which I never get around to doing! 
 

What else should we know about you? 
I spent a semester in college traveling throughout 
England, France, Germany, Greece, Italy, and 
Czechoslovakia.  On my last weekend overseas, I 
was mugged in Amsterdam!  
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Our Mission 

To bring people into a personal and 
dynamic relationship with Jesus Christ 

and to equip and mobilize them for 
ministry. 
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