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People of Faith,  
 
What an amazing year it was!  2009 was one of the most eventful years in the 
history of our congregation.  Obviously, when the People of Faith look back on 
2009 fifty years from now, they will name it as the year our new sanctuary was 
built and we moved into our new space.  We completed a project dreamed about 
by the founders of this congregation and built a space that will allow our ministries 
and worship attendance to continue to grow.  This was an incredible 
accomplishment!  But it was not the only big thing that happened in 2009.  Here a 
two other highlights which are just as incredible.      
 
We welcomed 100 NEW MEMBERS!!  Yes, you read that correctly!  Through 
invitation and welcoming, through youth ministry and word of mouth, Faith 
Lutheran was privileged to welcome 100 New Members into our congregation.  19 
children were ushered in through the waters of baptism while 81 more came to us 
as adults and/or families. 

 
Our worship attendance grew from 225 per week to 265 per week.  
Congregations whose worship attendance grows 3% to 5% are continued 
óThriving.ô  Our worship attendance grew by nearly 20% in 2009. 
 
What countless conversations with many of you tells me and these numbers 
affirm is that God is doing some amazing things in and through this congregation.  
I hope you are as grateful as I am for what God has done in 2009.  As I look 
towards 2010, I am convinced God is capable of doing even more incredible 
things in and through us.  While Iôm not claiming to be a prophet, here is where I 
feel God leading us in the months to come:  
 
A greater emphasis on congregational involvement and community building!  
What will our congregation look like when all 700 current members are working 
together for Godôs Glory?! 

 
A renewed emphasis on spiritual growth!  Our relationship with God grows in 
various ways: serving others, sharing our stories, learning from others, prayer life, 
family devotions, etc.  What incredible things will happen in 2010 if our 
congregation is able to provide the opportunity and resources for such growth? 
 
A continued emphasis on outreach!  As long as there are people in Dodge County 
who do not know the love of God in Jesus Christðand there are so many who do 
not know Christ!ðthen we have the privilege of inviting and welcoming them into 
a community where they will hear, taste, and see Christôs Love. 
 
As grateful as I am for what God has done in the last twelve months, I am even 
more hopeful of what God will do in and through us in 2010!     
         
              Pastor Justin  
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Upcoming Sunday Morning Sermon Series:   
¶ Living as Resurrected People! January 10th to February 14th.  This is a six-part sermon series focusing 
on some of the most important chapters in all of the Apostle Paulôs writings (I Cor. 12-15).  Consider 
preparing yourself for worship by reading these chapters prior to worship every Sunday.   

¶ Can You SMELL Jesus?   February 21st to March 28th.  Admit it!  The title of this sermon series 

      makes you curios doesnôt it?!?! 
 
Special Worship Opportunity:  We Were There!  Wednesday Nights during Lent (February 17th to 

March 24th).  These worship services begin at 6:30 and will feature a dramatic monologue from a person 
who knew Jesus!  Along with the Biblical characters, you too will want to say, ñWe were there!ò  
 
Annual Congregational Meeting:  The Annual Meeting will be Sunday, January 24th at 11:15 in the 
fellowship hall.  Following the meeting, there will be a congregational potluck.  All Are Welcome to Attend!  
Annual Reports will be available on Sunday, January 10th.   

Our congregation has a number of opportunities for you to use your talents and gifts to make a difference 
in the church and community.  If you are interested in any of these items, please contact Pastor Justin or 
Pastor Sue immediately.  
 

Worship Readers:  We continually look for a need volunteers to read during the worship services on 

Sunday mornings.  Sign up in the gathering area. 
 

Ushers:  If you are able to usher for a one month period, or even be a sub to call last minute for ushering, 

please contact Grant Erler at grant81@myclearwave.net.  We still need of ushers for April-December. 
 

Wednesday Meals & Lenten Meals:   Wednesday Evening Meal begins at 5:00 and continues until 6:15.  

Cost is a goodwill offering.  If you are able to provide a meal, please sign up in the gathering area or 
contact Pastor Justin.  You will be reimbursed for your expenses.  Our Wednesday Evening Services 
during the Season of Lent are generally well attended worship services which are preceded by a meal as 
well.  This is an excellent opportunity for a specific group or person to serve the congregation AND devote 
the proceeds to the ministry of your choice.  Are you interested?  Upcoming available dates are:  January 
13th, 20th, 27th and February 10th, 17th, 24th. 
 

Faith Story:  What Is Your Faith Story? In 2010, we are looking for 12 People Willing to share with the 
congregation their answer to this question:  What has Faith Lutheran meant to you? Could this be you?   
 

Communion Assistant:  Sign up to help serve communion the 1st or 3rd Sundays of each month.   
 

Snow Removal:  Please sign up on the table in the gathering area or contact Pastor Justin if you are able 

to help with snow removal from the sidewalks and parking lot.  Shifts are two week timeframes.  Available 
shifts are:  January 16-31, February 1-15 and 16-28, March 1-15 and 16-31 and April 1-15. 
 

Altar Guild:  We are in the process of lining up altar guild helpers for 2010.  Altar Guild volunteers help 

with the following church jobs:  preparation and clean up of Communion (1st and 3rd Sundays), Baptism 

preparation, changing Paraments with the church season, replacing candles as necessary, keep the altar 

clean & dusted, water plants on the altar, etc.  This ministry is a great ministry for a family to do together.  

It's also a good way to learn the seasons and colors of the church year.  If you would like to help out for a 

one month time period, please contact Brenda Bronner at b.bronner@mchsi.com.   

Time & Talent  
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Adult Opportunities  

Book Club:  Our next book club will be Tuesday, January 19th at 7:00pm (**NOTE DATE CHANGE**).  

We will discuss The Education of Little Tree by Forrest Carter. 

¶ Tuesday, Feb 2ndðOut Stealing Horses by Per Petterson.  Trond Sander, a widower nearing seventy, 

moves to a bare house in remote eastern Norway, seeking the life of quiet contemplation that he has 

always longed for. A chance encounter with a neighborðthe brother, as it happens, of his childhood 

friend Jonðcauses him to ruminate on the summer of 1948, the last he spent with his adored father, 

who abandoned the family soon afterward. Trondôs recollections center on a single afternoon, when 

he and Jon set out to take some horses from a nearby farm; what began as an exhilarating adventure 

ended abruptly and traumatically in an act of unexpected cruelty. 

¶ Tuesday, March 2ndðOf Mice and Men by John Steinbeck. 

¶ Tuesday, April  6thðWater for Elephants by Sara Gruen. 

 
Faith Moves:  This group is for those interested in posture, flexibility and a faith 
based exercise time. Class begins at 6:00 pm and lasts 45 minutes. Classes are 
on Tuesdays. The next 8 week session is January 12 through March 2. All ages 
and abilities are welcomed.  The class is focused around the support of a chair 
and includes various exercise concepts including Lakshmi Voelker Chair 
Yoga. (www.getfitwhereyousit.com) The group is led by Jayne Boeding. Any 
questions, please call 633-6177 or email jayneboeding@yahoo.com  A free will 
donation at the close of the session is suggested to cover printing costs for 
educational materials. 
 
NOOMA Videos Are Available!:  Thanks to a generous donation, Faith Lutheran has Nooma Videos.  

This is a series of DVDôs that help explore the Christian faith with Pastor Rob Bell, Senior Pastor at Mars 
Hill Church in Michigan.  They are great for a small group conversation starter.  For the time being, they 
can be checked out from Pastor Justinôs office.   
 
Farmerôs Market is Coming!  Faith will be hosting a Farmerôs Market on Wednesday Afternoons this 

summer with live music in the evenings and a simple supper!   
 
Altar Guild:  We are in the process of lining up altar guild helpers for 2010.  Altar Guild volunteers help 
with the following church jobs:  preparation and clean up of Communion (1st and 3rd Sundays), Baptism 
preparation, changing Paraments with the church season, replacing candles as necessary, keep the altar 
clean & dusted, water plants on the altar, etc.  This ministry is a great ministry for a family to do together.  
It's also a good way to learn the seasons and colors of the church year.  If you would like to help out for a 
one month time period, please contact Brenda Bronner at b.bronner@mchsi.com or sign up on the table 
in the gathering area.   

Community 

Benefit Supper:  Friends of Jim Rasmussen will be holding a chili supper on 
Saturday, January 16th at Faith Lutheran Church.  The proceeds will be used to 
help Jim and Sandy with their huge medical bills from Jimôs battle with cancer.  
The serving time will start at 4:30pm and end at 7:00pm.  Matching funds from 
Thrivent are being applied for.  Hope to see you thereðso mark the date on your 
calendar! 

http://www.getfitwhereyousit.com/
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Youth 

Thank You:  Thank you to everyone who decorated and assisted with the worship services around 

Christmas.  Your service is greatly appreciated!   
 
 
 
Thank You:  We want to thank everyone that sent us food, memorial cards, prayers and condolences at 

the time of Kristiôs death.  A special thanks to Pastor Justin for being with us at the hospital.  Also, thank 
you to the ladies that served the lunch and to Kristiôs friends that paid the ladies that furnished and served 
it.  Many thanks and God Bless all. 
 
Don, Evonne & Guy Carlson 
Donna, Corey Katie & Elizabeth Schmidt, Chad Carlson and Peggy Witt & Family 
 
 
 
Thank You:  Thank you to all of the people that donated gifts for the  

Christmas Mittens.  There will be some people that have a very good  
Christmas because of the generous people at Faith. 
 
Thanks, 
Charlott & Nancy 

Confirmation Schedule for January:  
¶ January 6th  ï Lordôs Prayer 
¶ January 13th  -Lordôs Prayer 
¶ January 20th ï Lordôs Prayer ï Letôs Talk about Money ï Parent Night  
¶ January 27th ï Lordôs Prayer 
 
Sunday School GIFT (Generations In Faith Together) Schedule for January:  

Come and Join us as we finish up the Book of Genesis and Start on the Moses Stories.  We gather at 
9:00am and have our opening and lesson time then break out to small groups following the schedule 
belowé 
¶ January 3rd   Family Groups  Josephôs Coat Genesis 50:20 
¶ January 10th   Age Groups -Art   Josephôs Coat Genesis 50:20 
¶ January 17th  Family Groups  The Call of Moses Exodus 3:1-8 
¶ January 24th  Age Groups - Songs   The Call of Moses Exodus 3:1-8 
¶ January 31st  Family Groups- Art Attack 
 
Snow Tubing:  There will be a Youth and Family Snow Tubing Event at Ironwood Springs Christian 

Ranch on Sunday, February 7th from 2:30-4:30pm.  Cost is $12 per person.  Youth 6th grade and above 
can come without a parent, those under 6th grade should have a parent/adult present.  Please sign up in 
the gathering area or e-mail Pastor Sue swallager@gmail.com as soon as possible.  The group is signed 
up for 20 people right now but if more people sign up early enough we can call and get a larger group 
reservation.  We can bring our own hot chocolate mix (they provide hot water) and snacks as well.  If you 
have questions, please contact Pastor Sue. 

Thank You 
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November 09 General Financial Corner        November 09 Building Fund Corner  

 
2009 Income YTD               $189,246.56    2009 Building Income YTD        $133,974.48 
**2009 Expenses YTD        $200,204.67    2009 Building Expense YTD      $110,085.59 
*2009 Missions Expense      $13,737.11             Includes income/expenses for  special bldg. projects 

     Specific                                 $903.74          
     SE MN Synod                  $12,833.37   
 
Budgeted Income Nov          $16,504.25 
Budgeted Expenses Nov      $15,575.22 
        
*Funds are reflected in monthly and YTD figures. 

November Financial Corner 

Fellowship 

Nordic Choir to Perform in Rochester:  Luther College Nordic Choir, one of the top college choirs in the 
nation, will present a concert at 4:00 p.m. on Sunday, January 31, 2010 at Zumbro Lutheran Church, 624 
3rd Ave SW, Rochester, Minn. Conducted by Dr. Craig Arnold, the choir will perform sacred choral works, 
including selections from Fritschel, Gjeilo, Schumann, Paulus, Christiansen, Vaughan Williams, and 
Courtney. $15 adults, $10 students. For tickets, visit www.luthertickets.com or call 1-800-4 LUTHER. 

Faith Family Recognitions 

Anniversary Celebrations  
 

1ðRodney & Wendy Myer 

 

Special Happenings  

Aubree Rose Morrow was born 
December 20th to Alyssa Foster & 
Dustin Morrow weighing 7 lbs 1 oz 
a n d  1 9 - 3 / 4  i n c h e s 
long.  Grandparents are Corey and 
Darlene Foster and Randy and 
Debbie Morrow. 

1ðShirley Garness 

2ðAric Knutson 

3ðGrant T. Erler 

5ðSteve Lee 

6ðMorgan Franko 

8ðAbigail Wirkus 

8ðMike Otto 

9ðNoah Maixner 

Birthday Celebrations  

9ðKatie Andrist 

10ðArlyn Scheiber 

12ðRyLee Marchant 

12ðTammy Fate 

17ðBrad Barber 

23ðGreg Holmseth 

23ðChris Miller 

25ðMadelyn Miller 

ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL  

MEETING & POTLUCK  

 

Sunday, January 24, 2010 

11:15AM 

26ðSharon Shiek 

28ðEvan Tapp 

28ðConnor Kleinwort 

29ðAndrew Head 

29ðJocelyn Austin 

29ðKris Otto 

30ðTaydem Schaefer 

http://www.luthertickets.com/
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Annual Assembly 

Zumbro River Conference  
Annual Assembly  

 

Sunday, February 14
th

, 2:30 pm  
 

Gloria Dei Lutheran Church  
1212 12

th
 Avenue NW, Rochester, MN  

289-1841 
 

If postponed due to weather, assembly will be Sunday, February 21 st, same location.  
Watch KIMT TV and kimt.com for cancellation information.  

 
Join us for worship, fellowship, learning and dialogue. 

Joe Imholte from the Minnesota Science Museum will present  
ñThe Dead Sea Scrollsò ï now on display at the museum. 

 
Elections will be held for: 

Zumbro Conference Dean  and Conference Secretary  

 
Voting Members for the Churchwide Assembly August 14-20, 2011, Orlando, FL. 

2 Clergy:  Male or Female,  
2 Clergy Alternates (male or female)  

2 Lay Persons:  One Male, One Female  
2 Lay Alternates: One male, one female  

 
These voting members selected by Synod Conference Deans ï must be nominated by their pastor. 

Forms are available on the front page of the synod website. 
Youth , male or female (must be between the ages of 15-18 in August of 2011) 

Young Adult , male or female (must be between the ages 19-30 in August of 2011) 

 
This voting members selected by Synod Executive Committee - must be nominated by their pastor: 

Multicultural, male or female (person of color or 1st language is other than English) 

 
According to our Conference Bylaws:  Each congregation shall be represented by its pastor(s), associates 

in ministry, and three times the number of lay voting member it is entitled to at the synod assembly. 

 
Directions to Gloria Dei Lutheran Church:  

From Hwy 52, take the Civic Center exit and head east.   
Take a left onto 11th Ave. NW, take a left onto 12th St. NW, and take a right onto 12th Ave. NW. 
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Hand in Hand Ministry  
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Hand in Hand Ministry  


