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Inside this issue: 

“Celebrating Faith in Christ by worshiping together and reaching out in love to all God’s people.” 

May 2009 May 24th Is Our 1st Day in the  
New Sanctuary!   

 

Worship Begins in the  
East Parking Lot at 9:00 

 
Congregational Potluck to Follow  

Immediately After Worship 



People of Faith,  

 

Do you remember almost 

three years ago when the 

Church Council decided to 

appoint a committee to study 

our congregation‘s space 

needs?  The Council knew this 

would be a time consuming 

task but the congregation re-

sponded.  Faithful members 

of Faith Lutheran stepped 

forward and took the first 

steps on what has become a 

monumental journey.    

 

Do you remember how six 

months later, these same com-

mittee members gathered with 

nearly twenty other leaders 

from Faith to discuss a build-

ing project with a representa-

tive from the ELCA?  As I 

have said before, I assumed 

our leaders were going to re-

ceive the information given 

that evening, comprehend the 

challenge before us, and de-

cide this project was simply 

too big for us to consider at 

this point in our history.  In-

stead, our leaders responded 

with more excitement than I 

expected and more confidence 

than I could have imagined.  

To a person, the leaders of 

our congregation said, ―We 

can do this!‖ 

Do you remember how in the 

months to follow, the building 

committee continued their 

responsibilities while another 

team was needed in order to 

research and interview fund-

raising companies? Once 

again, members of this con-

gregation emerged.   After a 

thorough search, the James 

Company was contracted to 

lead our capital campaign.   

 

Do you remember how an-

other thirty leaders were 

needed to lead the capital ap-

peal?  Some wondered quietly, 

―Where are we going to find 

thirty people who will help 

with a project like this?‖  

Again, the People of Faith 

responded.   

 

There is an obvious pattern 

here.  The questions could 

continue.  I could ask if you 

remember how multiple ex-

perts told us to expect 

$350,000 in pledges but you 

responded with an astounding 

$500,000.  Or if you remem-

ber how a Finance Team 

emerged or how a Follow-Up 

Team stepped forward?  I 

could ask you if you remem-

ber how the church has over-

flowed with volunteers on 

those days when we had to 

move, paint, and stain.  Or if 

you remember how volunteers 

came forward to do every-

thing from joining the deco-

rating committee to bringing 

treats for those who were 

working?  

 

The point is this—at every 

point of this long journey, the 

people of this congregation 

have responded faithfully.  

You have given of yourselves, 

your time, and your treasure 

to build a place for people in 

this community to gather in 

the name of Jesus Christ.   

 

Thank you  

for your faithfulness! 
 

You did it!  You have built a 

beautiful space which will give 

witness to all the Good News 

of Jesus Christ.  Come to wor-

ship on May 24th.  Celebrate 

with your brothers and sisters 

in the faith as we walk into the 

sanctuary for the first time 

together.   

 

Pastor Justin 

Pastor’s Page 

ºWell 
done 
good 
and 

faithful 
servant!» 

 
Matthew 
25:21 NIV 

Page 2 Faith Lutheran Church 



Worship Schedule: Worship 

times continue at 8:00 and 

10:00 in the fellowship hall 

until May 24th.  Beginning Me-

morial Day Weekend, we will 

have one worship service be-

ginning at 9:00 with a congre-

gational potluck to follow.  

The 9:00 time will continue at 

9:00 for the duration of the 

summer with fellowship be-

ginning after worship.  Once 

again, thank you for your 

flexibility during this exciting 

time.   

 

Choir Practice:  Choir will be 

practicing at 6:30pm on 

Wednesday Nights during the 

month of May to prepare for 

the May 24th worship celebra-

tion in our new sanctuary!  

 

Special Events:  The follow-

ing are special events  in Wor-

ship during May: 

¶ May 10th - Reception of New 

Members   

¶ May 10th - Baptism of 

Reagan Essig  

¶ May 17th - Recognition of 

Graduating Seniors and 

Baptism of Dylann Marie 

Porisch 

¶ May 24th - 1st Worship Ser-

vice in New Sanctuary and 

Baptism of Mya Matecheck 

¶ May 30th - Marriage of 

Chuck Rhodes & Monica 

Fitzwater  

Wednesday Night Worship:  

We have concluded for the 

school year.  We will resume 

in the fall.  Please watch the 

church calendar for educa-

tional opportunities on 

Wednesday Nights in the 

summer.   

Worship 

Praise 
the 

LORD. 
Sing to 

the LORD 
a new 
song, 

his praise 
in the 

assembly 
of the 
saints. 

 

Psalm 149:1 

Page 3 Volume 4, Issue 5 

Building & Grounds 
Grant Erler and Del Steen 

 
Outreach 

Monica Fitzwater 
 

Fellowship 
Vickie Gross and Missy 

Pflaum 
 

Youth 
Joan Henderson and 

Monica Fitzwater 
 

Worship & Music 
Randy Langworthy and  

Missy Pflaum 

Pastor Justin 
Pastor Sue 

 
President 

Denny Midthun 
 

Vice-President 
Dave Graham 

 
Treasurer 
Jill Hukee 

 
Secretary 

Missy Pflaum 
 

Financial Secretary 
Charlott Wilhelm 

Strategic Planning Team 
Frank Nerenhausen 

 
Staff Support 
Dave Graham 

 
Congregational Learning 

Team 
Dan Fredrickson  

 

2009 Church Council 



Page 4 Faith Lutheran Church 

Walk-A-Thon:  A date has 

been set for our Walk-A-Thon 

Fundraiser.  Mark your calen-

dars for Sunday, May 17, 2009 

at 11:30am.   Cost is $10 (in 

advance) per person to partici-

pate in the  walk (cost on the 

day of the walk will be $15).  

Proceeds will go to the Build-

ing Fund.  We hope everyone 

comes to participate in the 

First Annual ―Walk For 

Faith‖.  All ages are encour-

aged to join, this will be a fun 

time of fellowship for all!  A 

lunch will be available to pur-

chase following the walk.  

Pray for sunny, nice weather!  

Anyone participating in this 

walk-a-thon needs to fill out a 

form (located in this newslet-

ter, on the table in the fellow-

ship hall or in the weekly bul-

letin).  The deadline for regis-

trations is Sunday, May 10th.  

But if you are planning on 

attending, please sign up by 

Sunday, May 3rd on the sign-

up sheet in the fellowship hall 

so we can get a head count for 

food. 

 

2009 Spring Summer Salad 
Luncheon:  The third 
Wednesday of April usually 
brings our annual salad lunch-
eon.  This year, however, after 

considerable discussion, we 
have decided to hold the salad 
luncheon after the new sanc-
tuary is completed.  The new 
date will be Wednesday, June 
10th. Next year, the salad 
luncheon will return to the 
third Wednesday of April. 
 
The excitement of seeing the 

new addition should bring in 

many people to enjoy the deli-

cious salads in the fellowship 

hall and overflow into the 

gathering area (former sanctu-

ary). 

 

The decorating theme this 

year is aprons. Please share 

any cute decorating ideas and 

start looking for an apron that 

is special to you.   

 

Information will be sent to all 

service group chairs as well as 

in the church newsletter in 

May.  

 

Carol Johnson and Jaci Gosse  

Salad Luncheon Co-chairs  

 
 

Book Club:  Participants will 

gather…this month we will 

gather at Daniels for dessert.  

You are welcome….. 

¶ May 5th—The Pillars of 

the Earth  

¶ June 9th—Red Tent 

¶ July 14th—Gilead  

 
Bonfire:  Mark your calendar!  

We have scheduled a bonfire 

for June 21st.  We have a sight 

and volunteers in place - 

watch future bulletins and 

newsletters for information. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fellowship Opportunities:  

We are working on putting 

together some summer fellow-

ship opportunities, including:  

picnic and hiking event, pool 

party and monthly potlucks 

after church.  Watch future 

bulletins and newsletters for 

more information regarding 

these gatherings. 

 

Thank You:  To Greg Holm-

seth and Lori Halverson-

Wente who will be serving at 

voters at the Southeastern 

Minnesota Synod May 1st and 

2nd.  

 

Choir:  The adult choir will be 

meeting on Wednesday eve-

nings to practice for the 

May24th worship & dedica-

tion of the new building.  

Anyone interested in joining 

the choir should contact Nad-

ine Langworthy at npi-

ano@kmtel.com. 

Adult Opportunities 

Contact  
Vickie Gross  
if you have a  

fellowship idea. 
 

Vickie‘s  Contact Info: 
507-633-9355 
507-250-5917 

gross.vickie@mayo.edu 

Salad Luncheon 

June 10, 2009 



Walk for Faith 2009 

5K Run/Walk 

Presented by Faith Lutheran Church Dodge Center 

Proceeds will go to the Building Fund  

Sunday May 17th 

 

When: 11:30 am.  Walker/Runner check-in is in Fellowship Hall before the event. 

 

Registration and Entry Fee:  $10.00.  Make checks payable to:  Faith Lutheran Church. Entry 

deadline Sunday May 1oth.   Entries accepted after that time but registration will be $15.00. 

 

Food will be available for purchase after the walk.:  Please sign up on the sign-up sheet in the 

fellowship hall by Sunday, May 3rd so that we have a count for ordering food. 

 

- - - - - - - - - Tear here and return to Faith Lutheran Church, Attn Vickie Gross - - - - - - - - -  

 

Name___________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address_________________________________________City_____________________ 

 

Zip Code___________ Phone________________E-mail___________________________ 

 

Registration Fee $ ________________ 

(Optional) I am making an additional contribution to the building fund. 

$ _______________ 

 

Emergency Contact (Name)___________________________ Phone _________________ 

 

Liability Waiver must be signed 

I know that participating in a walk/run is a potentially hazardous activity. I assume all risks 

associated with this event.  I waive and release Faith Lutheran Church of Dodge Center, MN 

from all claims or liabilities. 

 

SIGNATURE______________________________________Date___________________ 

 

Parent or Guardian if under 18 ________________________________________________ 

Walk for Faith 2009 
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Walk for 
Faith 2009  

 

Sunday,  

May 17th 

11:30am 

 

Registration 
Deadline 
May 10th 

 

 



In every 
walk 
with 

nature 
one 

receives 
far more 
than he 
seeks. 

 

John Muir 

 

Walk for Faith 2009 
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Two times around this course equals approximately 3 miles/5k. 



Birth ð Pre-School 
 

May Pre-Baptism Class:  
Our next pre-baptism class 
will be Sunday, May 10th at 
9:30am in Pastor Justin‘s of-
fice.  If you plan on attending 
please contact Pastor Sue.  
The next class will be by ap-
pointment with Pastor Sue.  
During the summer we will 
meet as needed.  Contact Pas-
tor Sue for more information 
and to schedule your child‘s 
baptism. 
 
Nursery Helpers Needed: 
We are looking for people to 
staff the nursery during the 
10am service on Sundays.  If 
you can help out contact Pas-
tor Sue. 
 

Sunday School 
(Pre School-2nd Grade) 

 
Birthday Boxes:  Even if you 

don't have children in Sunday 

School, we invite you to help 

with our Sunday School Ser-

vice Project!  This year, we are 

coordinating Birthday Boxes 

for children whose parents 

may not have the resources to 

make their child's day special.  

We are looking for donations 

of: 

¶ Shoe Boxes  

¶ Birthday-themed Wrapping 

Paper  

¶ Tape  

¶ Cake Mix  

¶ Frosting  

¶ S m a l l 

toys/gifts for 

boys or girls  

¶ Balloons and other birth-

day-related party favors  

All congregational members 

and families are invited to 

help us put the boxes together 

on Mother's Day, Sunday, 

May 10, at 9 a.m. 

 

Please email Kory Graham 

with your items or questions 

at korygraham@yahoo.com.  

 

Sunday School Schedule:  

The last day of Sunday School 

is on Mother's Day.  Families 

are invited to come and help 

put together the birthday 

boxes for Semcac.   

 

Thank You:  To this year's 

teachers: 

Missy Pflaum  
Amy Woxland  
Jayne Boeding  
Tracie Bestor  
Chad Bestor  
Pam Justice  

Andrea Tapp  
Karen Kleinwort  

Shelly Franko  
 

Please contact Jaci or Kory if 

you have suggestions for next 

year. 

 
After School Program 

(3rd -5th Grade) 
 
The Last Day of the After-
School Program:  Is May 
13th.  Thank you to the great 
kids that come each week for 
a faith-filled adventure.  
Thank you to all of the adults 

that have made that program 
happen! 
 

Vacation Bible School 
 
Community Vacation Bible 
School:  Will be held on July 
26-30 (note that this is later 
than previous years). The 
theme will be based on a game 
show and is titled Studio Go! 
Be on the look out for a spe-
cial visitor to come to church 
soon to encourage you to reg-
ister early! Please contact Jaci 
or Kory if you are willing to 
volunteer to teach or help. 
 

Service Opportunity 
 

Walk-A-Thon:  Confirmation 
and High School students can 
serve during the Walk-A-
Thon on May 17th.  Contact 
Shelly Franko if you are able 
to help serve that day.  You 
can also earn service hours if 
you are a registered walker. 
 

Graduating Seniors 
 
Congratulations:  To the 
following seniors who will be 
graduating from high school 
this year! 
 

Ashley Myer  
Allysa Foster  
Jamie Jensen  

Andrea Stoddard  
Naomi Wente  

Brianna Butler  
Kevin Carlson  

Madison Porisch  
Molly Head  

Travis Timmerman  

 
 

Youth  
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Dates to Remember: 

 

May 10th 

¶ 9:00—Last Day of 

Sunday School 

¶ 9:00—Assemble 

Birthday Boxes 

¶ 9:30—Baptismal 

Class 

 

May 13th 

¶ 3:15—Last Day of 

After-School 

Program 

¶ 7:00—Mission Trip 

Meeting 

 

May 17th 

¶ 11:30—Walk-a-Thon 

 

May 18th 

¶ 6:30—Youth 

Council Meeting 

 

May 31st 

¶ Triton Graduation 

 

July 5th-9th 

¶ Good Earth Village 

Summer Camp 

 

July 26-30 

¶ Vacation Bible 

School 
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Mission Trip 

 
Mission Trip Meeting:  For 
all those who are participating 
in the Mission Trip to the 
Quad Cities there will be a 
meeting on Wednesday, May 
13th at 7pm.  Parents are en-
couraged to attend.  
 

Youth Council 
 
Meeting Date: Monday, May 
18th   at 6:30pm. 
 
Youth are Invited: We need 
youth representatives on 
Youth Council.  Please con-
sider serving on this board.  
Come to a meeting and give 
us your ideas for your youth 
program at Faith!  All ages are 
welcome! 
 

Youth Fundraisers 
 

Papa Murphyõs Discount 
Cards for sale:  The Mission 
Trip youth are selling discount 
cards for $5 a card and the 
card is worth up to $25 in sav-
ings.  They will be on sale dur-
ing coffee time by our youth. 
The proceeds will go to help-
ing the youth attend the mis-
sion trip in July.   
 

Thank You:  For your sup-
port!  The youth thank all who 
bought Butter Braids this year 
to help support our youth!  
We appreciate all you do for 
us! 
 

Miscellaneous 

 

Lost and Found:  Parents, 

please check 

the lost and 

found box.  

Items left 

will be do-

nated to 

charity in 

May. 

 

Summer Camp 

 

Good Earth Village On the 

RoadñOutdoor Ministry 

and Retreat Center:   

 

Hello from Good Earth Vil-

lage! 

 

We are excited to tell you 

about a camp program that we 

will be bringing to your area 

during the summer of 2009! 

 

Good Earth Village On the 

Road is a community program 

being offered by Good Earth 

Village.  On the Road pro-

vides a camp program right in 

your backyard, complete with 

worship, Bible Study, fun 

songs, games, arts and crafts 

and our enthusiastic summer 

staff. 

 

Designed for campers who 

have completed Kindergarten 

through 4th grade, On the 

Road starts with a welcoming 

worship for campers, families 

and the entire community on 

Sunday afternoon/evening.  

The program then runs from 

8:00 am to 5:00 pm Monday-

Thursday.  The week ends 

with another family worship/

program on Thursday after-

noon. 

 

We will be offering this fun 

camp program in Mantorville, 

July 5-9, 2009.  All activities 

will take place at Riverside 

Park. 

 

A flyers can be found in this 
newsletter, registration forms 
can be found on the table in 
the fellowship hall or you can 
go to their website at 
www.GoodEarthVillage.org.  
If you have any questions you 
can call 507-346-2494 or via e-
m a i l  a t  G r e t c h e n @ 
GoodEarthVillage.org. 
 

We are thrilled to be offering 

this program in your area, and 

hope to see the children of 

your congregation at Riverside 

Park in July! 

 

Peace, 

 

Gretchen Bachman 

Associate Director 

Youth...continued 

Dates to Remember: 

 

May 10th 

¶ 9:00—Last Day of 

Sunday School 

¶ 9:00—Assemble 

Birthday Boxes 

¶ 9:30—Baptismal 

Class 

 

May 13th 

¶ 3:15—Last Day of 

After-School 

Program 

¶ 7:00—Mission Trip 

Meeting 

 

May 17th 

¶ 11:30—Walk-a-Thon 

 

May 18th 

¶ 6:30—Youth 

Council Meeting 

 

May 31st 

¶ Triton Graduation 

 

July 5th-9th 

¶ Good Earth Village 

Summer Camp 

 

July 26-30 

¶ Vacation Bible 

School 

 

 

http://www.GoodEarthVillage.org
mailto:Gretchen@GoodEarthVillage.org
mailto:Gretchen@GoodEarthVillage.org
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Good Earth Village Summer Camp 

Good 
Earth 

Village is 
coming to 

your 
community 

this 
summer 
and we 

want YOU 
to be part 

of the 
fun! 
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New Members: Please make 

it a point to welcome the 

Newest Members of the Con-

gregation who will be received 

on May 10th.  Their pictures 

will be on the bulletin board 

next to the kitchen in due 

time.   

 

Dave & Michelle 
Johnson and  

Tyler & Allison  
 

Greg & Erin Finnes  
 

Chad Andrist  
 
 

 

Faithõs Website: Do you 

have a question about last 

week‘s sermon?  Can‘t re-

member last week‘s sermon?  

Fell asleep during last week‘s 

sermon?!  Check out our web-

site www.dcfaith.com to read 

many of our congregation‘s 

latest Sunday sermons as well 

as to keep up with developing 

congregational news.   Our 

website will have a new look 

within the next couple of 

weeks!  We have changed our 

site provider and have made 

some changes to our website 

that should take place soon—

check it out! 

Anniversaries, Birthdays & 

Special Announcements:  

We have recently added a new 

section to our monthly news-

letters featuring member‘s 

birthdays and anniversaries 

for that month along with a 

section for people to submit 

articles/news of special occa-

sions, births, awards/honors 

received, and happenings in 

your lives.  We hope you are 

enjoying getting to know 

other members better and 

knowing what special events 

are taking place in their lives.  

If you have still not sent your 

birthday/wedding anniversary 

information to Shannon and 

would like to, please send it to 

sld_dewitz@yahoo.com or 

leave a note in Shannon‘s 

mailbox.  Also a reminder to 

let us know if someone in 

your family has something 

special happen at any point 

that you‘d like to share with 

everyone (a birth, an award 

received, family in the military 

that you‘d like to update eve-

ryone on, etc.) e-mail it or 

leave it in Shannon‘s mailbox 

by the newsletter deadline for 

that month and we will get it 

into the newsletter to share 

with everyone!   

Electronic Newsletter Op-

tion:  We are set to go with 

our electronic newsletter op-

tion.  Many people have 

signed up to receive the elec-

tronic version of our newslet-

ter already and will receive 

their first e-newsletter on May 

1st!  If you would like to re-

ceive the newsletter electroni-

cally and have not signed up 

yet, please e-mail Shannon at 

sld_dewitz@yahoo.com or 

sign up on the table in the 

fellowship hall or fill out the 

form below and leave it in 

Shannon‘s mailbox in the of-

fice.  We will also need to 

know if you would prefer to 

continue to receive the news-

letter via postal mail as well or 

if you no longer wish to re-

ceive a hard copy of the news-

letter. 

 

Newsletter Options 

 

 Name:__________________ 

 

 _______________________ 

 

 

 E-mail Address:__________ 

 

 _______________________ 

 

 I wish to receive the newslet-  

 ter by the following method: 

 

Via E-mail Only 
 

 

Via E-mail & Postal Mail 
 

(return to Shannonõs mailbox) 

 

Outreach 

Keeping Up 

With 

Technology 

 

We are on the 

web!  Check out 

weekly bulletins, 

announcements, 

monthly 

newsletter, 

calendar, and 

other church 

information! 

www.dcfaith.com 

 

Sign up to receive 

the newsletter 

electronically  

via e-mail! 

 

Send us your e-

mail address so 

you can receive 

correspondence 

via e-mail.   

Send it to 

sld_dewitz@yahoo.com. 

http://www.dcfaith.com/
mailto:sld_dewitz@yahoo.com


ºThough you 
have not 
seen him, 

you love him; 
and even 

though you 
do not see 

him now, you 
believe in him 

and are 
filled with 

an 
inexpressible 
and glorious 
joy, for you 
are receiving 
the goal of 
your faith, 

the 
salvation of 
your souls.» 

 

1 Peter 1:8-9 
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Connecting the Past, Present and Future while Building Faith: 

Faith Lutheran Church is preparing to update our Church Directory.   

Olan Mills Photographers will be coming our way. 

Tuesday, August 4th from 3:30-9:00pm or 

Wednesday, August 5th from 3:30-9:00pm are the days. 

Thursday, August 27th from 3:00-9:30pm 

 is the make-up day if the above do not work. 

A free directory & an 8X10 is one perk. 

Connect to one another with a simple picture. 

Listen and watch for more news to come!! 

  

If you have questions, please contact Betty Aldritt, Julie Deno, Jill Hukee or Dory Scher-

ger.  Family photos can also be sent in if you choose to go that route. 

   
To help us prepare for the directory, please make sure the church office has your updated name, 

address, telephone and e-mail information by Sunday, May 10th.  There are forms available for 

name, address, phone and e-mail changes on the table in the fellowship hall or you can e-mail 

your information to Shannon at sld_dewitz@yahoo.com or leave a note in her mailbox in the 

office. 

 

THANK YOU 

 

Thank you to everyone who has helped out in any way  

with the different stages of our church renovation.   

Your time, talent and treasure have made this  

growth process at Faith Lutheran Church possible!!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Outreach...continued 

Thank You 



Birthday Celebrations 

1st—Luke Myer 

2nd—Janet Johnson 

2nd—Abraham Myer 

2nd—Brenna Essig 

4th—Jay Pischke 

4th—Gordon Garness 

6th—Robin Timmerman 

9th—Kent Hickey 

9th—Steve Kruckeberg 

9th—Logan Krause 

12th—Charlott Wilhelm 

13th—Claire Maixner 

13th—Andrea Tapp 

14th—Amanda Oakland 

16th—Bruce Gross 

19th—Kristyn Maixner 

21st—Rodney Myer 

21st—Sara Huntley 

22nd—Kari Ketchum 

22nd—Kayce Redican 

23rd—Tanner Kruckeberg 

24th—Jacque Barber 

24th—Bradyn Donaldson 

25th—Eldora Barber 

25th—Bonnie Redican 

27th—Diana Barber 

28th—Cody Schaefer 

28th—Jayne Kerling 

29th—Mikayla Austin 

 

Anniversary Celebrations 

15th—Aric & Nicole Knutson 

20th—Gordon & Shirley Gar-
ness 

 

Special Happenings 

30th—Marriage Celebration 
of Chuck Rhodes & Monica 
Fitzwater.  Congratulations! 

Faith Family May Recognitions 

 

You are cordially invited to attend the marriage service of  

Miss Monica Leigh Fitzwater  

and  

Mr. Charles Leland Rhodes 

 on Saturday, May 30th at 3:00pm 

 at Faith Lutheran Church 

 
We have dishes and towels and bedding for two  

We have pots and pans and oven mitts too  
So what do you get for the Bride and her Groom  

Whose house is setup in every last room?  
 

Your presence at our wedding is present enough 
But if you insist, we have enough stuff! 

So rather than give something we've already got  
We'd appreciate a donation to Faithôs building fund pot. 

 

1st Wedding in the New Sanctuary!!   
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ºThe Lord 
does not 
look at 

things man 
looks at.  

Man looks 
at the 

outward 
appearance, 

but the 
Lord looks 

at the 
heart.» 

 

1 Samuel 16:7 

 

Dedication Services Planning Team:  Thank you to Joan Henderson, Sue Anderson, Brenda 

Bronner, Patti Midthun, Jayne Boeding, Charlott Wilhelm, Patti Midthun and Karen Kleinwort 

for agreeing to serve on the Dedication Planning Team!  

 

Time & Talent :  You may have noticed in the weekly bulletins that we have started something 

new with our time and talent.  Every few weeks you will find in the Sunday bulletins and on the 

table in the fellowship hall a form to fill out.  It will feature different ministries available here at 

Faith.  If you are interested or would like more information, fill out the form below and let us 

know.  Turn the forms in to Shannon‘s mailbox in the office.   

anyone interested.  You can 
choose to receive the monthly 
newsletter via e-mail (pdf file) 
only or you can choose to 
receive the electronic newslet-
ter along with your regular 
hard copy delivered by the 
postal mail. 
 
_____ Yes, I would like to 
start receiving the newsletter 
via e-mail ONLY. 
 
_____ Yes, I would like to 
receive the newsletter by e-
mail AND to receive it via 
Postal mail. 
 

Ushers 

We are in need of ushers for 

the rest of 2009 (summer 9:00 

and fall/winter 8:00 and 10:00 

worship services).  If you are 

interested in this ministry, fill 

out the form below or check 

out the sign up sheet on the 

table in the fellowship hall to 

see what months are still 

available.  If you have ques-

tions regarding being an 

usher, contact Pastor Justin. 

 

_____ Yes, I would be willing 
to serve as an Usher for one 
month of Sunday‘s in 2009.   

Altar Guild 

The Altar Guild is a wonder-

ful way to support your 

church.  It requires very little 

time and is very easy to do.  

Free training sessions are pro-

vided.  Please contact Missy 

Pflaum at 374-8030 or 

mpflaum@us.imb.com if you 

have questions. 

 

_____ Yes, I would be willing 
to serve on Altar Guild in 
2009.   
 

Preferred Month:__________ 
 

Community Meal: We are 

looking ahead to this fall 

when we resume or Wednes-

day after-school program, 

worship and meals!  We need 

people willing to volunteer to 

prepare food for the Commu-

nity Meals on Wednesday eve-

nings beginning again this fall.  

Cost of food will be paid for 

by the church.  To sign up for 

a specific date, please see the 

sign up sheet on the table in 

the fellowship hall. 

 

_____ Yes, I would be willing 
to prepare a community meal. 

Ministry Opportunities 

Name:__________________ 
 
_______________________ 
 
_______________________ 
 
Phone:__________________ 
 
E-mail:__________________ 
 
_______________________ 
 

New Member Mentor 
One of the great opportuni-
ties for us as a congregation is 
to develop a better approach 
for connecting our new mem-
bers with other people from 
the congregation in order to 
welcome them into the full 
life of the congregation.  We 
want every new member/
family to be partnered with a 
seasoned member/family of 
Faith who will serve as their 
mentor.  Anyone who is inter-
ested in this valuable ministry 
is welcome to volunteer!   
  
_____ Yes, I would be willing 
to serve as a New Member 
Mentor in 2009.   
 

Electronic Newsletter 
Option 

We are now offering an elec-
tronic newsletter option for  

Time & Talent Form 
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Budgeted Income for March 
                           $17,763.69 
Budgeted Expenses for March      
                              $16,089.51 
 
*Funds are reflected in 
monthly and YTD figures. 
 
 
 

March 2009 
2009 Income YTD        
                              $46,894.50 
2009 Expenses YTD  
                              $48,373.16  
*2009 Missions Expense  
                                $3,500.01 
     Specific   
                                      $ 0.00 
     SE MN Synod 
                                $3,500.01 

Building Fund Corner 
*2009 Building Income YTD  
                              $36,776.71 
 
Includes income for special 
building project collections. 
 
**Watch for totals collected 
for each special project in the 
fellowship hall.** 

March Financial Corner 
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Church Banks:  We collected 

church banks again on April 

19th.  Anyone who still has 

one should return it immedi-

ately!   

 

Building Update: As of 

press-time, the stain glass win-

dow was installed, the carpet 

was being laid, and the steeple 

was preparing to be mounted.  

By the time you read this, 

more will be happening.  

Tours are held every Sun-

day—come and see what you 

have helped build!   

 

Building Fundraiser Infor-

mation:  There are a number 

of items on our congregation‘s 

‗wish list‘ for the new sanctu-

ary.  These are items not in-

cluded in our initial bid.  We 

can move into our new space 

without them, but if you are 

especially passionate about 

one of these items, you are 

welcome to organize a special 

fundraiser around one.   

 

¶ Directional speakers for the 

new sound system:  $9,979 

¶ Paint and paint supplies 

(approx.):  $2,500 

¶ Pews:  Recondition current 

ones: 

¶ Pews:  Add new pews and 

pew chairs where needed 

(approx.):  $28,000 

¶ Drop down screen:  $3,000 

¶ Landscaping: 

¶ Office furnishings: 

¶ Library furnishings: 

¶ Furnishings for gathering 

area: 

¶ Video equipment (approx.):  

$14,000 

¶ Window treatments: 

¶ Four new speakers for exist-

ing organ:  $3,980 

 
 
There Is Still Work to Be 
D o n eñ V o l u n t e e r s 
Needed!:   

¶ Saturday, May 9th at 8:30 the 
semi truck and all pickup/
trailer loads of furnishings 
currently being stored are to 
be brought back to the 
church property.  As many 
congregational members as 
possible are needed to assist 
with unpacking and placing 
all items in the narthex. 

¶ Saturday May 16th at 8:30.  
This is our final cleaning 
day.  Many individuals are 
needed. This is the day we 
will begin moving all office 
supplies and furnishings, as 
well as do some reorganiz-
ing and sorting.  

¶ Thursday, May 21st at 5:00, 
May 22nd at 5:00, and May 
23rd beginning at 8:30—
These are our move in days!  
Watch the bulletin for more 
details.  There will be op-
portunities for all ages to 
assist.   

¶ TBD—Congregational as-
sistance is needed for land-
scaping and outdoor 
cleanup.  Please contact 
David Wahlstrom or leave a 
message at the church office 
if  you are wiling to assist 
with this project.  Special 
Thanks to the Triton Horti-
culture Class who will be 
assisting in this project as 
well.   

Building Update 

Volunteers 
Needed!!! 

Dates to 

Remember: 

 

ASAP 

¶ Return Church 

Banks  

 

May 9th 

¶ 8:30—

Unpacking 

 

May 16th 

¶ 8:30—Cleaning 

Day 

 

May 21st 

¶ 5:00—Moving 

Day 

 

May 22nd 

¶ 5:00—Moving 

Day 

 

May 23rd 

¶ 5:00—Moving 

Day 

 

TBD 

¶ Landscaping 
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Council Minutes 

Secretaryõs Report 

Faith Lutheran  

Council Meeting 

April 13, 2009, 7:00 pm 

 

Council Members:  Grant 

Erler, Dan Fredrickson, Monica 

Fitzwater, Dave Graham, Vickie 

Gross, Joan Henderson, Randy 

Langworthy, Denny Midthun, 

Frank Nerenhausen, Missy 

Pflaum, Del Steen, Pastor Justin, 

Pastor Sue,  Jill Hukee. 

 

¶ Call to Order 

¶ Devotions:  Led by Denny. 

¶ Secretary Report ð Ap-
prove minutes from March 
9 meeting.  Approved by 
Randy.  Correction noted by 
Dan Fredrickson to replace 
―Hold an Evening Prayer‖ 
to ―Holden and Evening 
Prayer‖. 

¶ Pastor Justinõs Report:  
Discussion on ―The Parish 
Paper‖ and how it relates to 
our church.  Top ten 
stresses which affect 
churches and their mem-
bers.  Worship attendance 
for March went from 280 to 
302.  Karen Kleinwort will 
substitute for Shannon 
when she goes on maternity 
leave.  Pastor Justin is plan-
ning on taking some addi-
tional education through 
Luther this summer. 
¶ Pastor Sueõs Report:  

Good Lent with confirma-
tion kids and worship went 
well.  Two additional confir-
mation nights left and we 
have 7 ninth graders who 
we hope to be confirmed.  
The afterschool program is 
going well but numbers are 

slowing, will end May 13th.  
Last Sunday school class 
will be May 10th. 

 

¶ Thanks to Monica for the 

treats.  

 

Committee Reports 

¶ Building and Grounds ð 
Grant, Del:  The broken 
vacuum estimate to fix is 
$225.  The recommendation 
would be to purchase a new 
vacuum.  Mary asked to 
purchase 2 vacuums.  A 
motion made by Dan 
Fredrickson and seconded 
by Joan Henderson to pur-
chase two new vacuums and 
one hand held vacuum at 
A1 in Rochester.  The cost 
is $299 per vacuum.  The 
motion by Dan Fredrickson 
has been amended by Dave 
Graham and seconded by 
Grant Erler to allow Del 
Steen and Mary Stoddard to 
make the decision on the 
vacuum and make the pur-
chase.  A motion by Del 
Steen and seconded by Jill 
Hukee to reimburse Mary 
Stoddard the repair amount 
to her vacuum.  The furnace 
has been fixed. 

¶ Congregational Learning, 
Projects ð Dan:  No meet-
ing has been held. 

¶ Dedication Committee ð 
Joan ð This committee has 
had several meetings and 
the dedication is set for May 
24th and with a formal dedi-
cation to be held sometime 
in September, possibly on 
Rally Sunday.  Planning to 
meet outside, potluck to 
follow and ushers at every 
door.  We will surround the 

church and begin singing 
and enter the church.  One 
service planned on May 
24th. 

¶ Endowment Committee ð 
Missy:  No meeting held. 

¶ Fellowship ð Vickie, 
Missy:  Family bowling was 
held in March in West Con-
cord.  There were 31 partici-
pants and very well re-
ceived.  Walk-a-thon, $10.00 
in advanced and $15.00 at 
the door will be held on 
May 17th at 11:30am.  The 
Salad Luncheon and Bon 
Fire are planned for June 
but no dates are firm yet.  
There is a person in the 
congregation that would like 
to donate a Kimball piano 
to the church if we have a 
need for it.  A motion was 
made by Jill Hukee and sec-
onded by Dan Fredrickson 
to accept the donation of 
the piano.  Any other ideas 
for fellowship please see 
Vickie Gross. 

¶ Outreach ð Monica:  April 
25th a new member class 
with 3 family‘s so far. 

¶ Personnel ð Dave:  No 
meeting held. 
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Del Steen 
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Monica Fitzwater 
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Dan Fredrickson  
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Council Minutes...continued 

¶ St ra teg i c  P lann ing 
(Building) ð Frank:  Met 
last week Wednesday and 
the week before.  The team 
is meeting weekly and doing 
well.  Have engaged some 
of the schools to do the 
landscaping.  The contractor 
is doing well and the team is 
very happy with the con-
tractor.  One coat of paint 
in the quote but now look-
ing at two coats of paint.  
To pass inspection, we need 
to set up a monitoring sys-
tem for the fire alarms and 
set up a second phone line 
for the alarm system.  Cost 
exposure is unknown at this 
time.  A suggested vendor is 
Custom Alarm.  Del Steen 
and Grant Erler will investi-
gate for the committee. 

¶ St ra teg i c  P lann ing 
(Finance) ð Jill:  No meet-
ing held. 

¶ Worship and Music ð 
Randy, Dan:  Sunday 
Easter service had the Choir 
sing and it went very well.  
Looking at technology to 
record the services and have 
them available on the inter-
nal via the Faith Lutheran 
website.  We see the need 
for future services being 
outside and we may need to 
keep our older sound sys-
tem and also invest in mo-
bile sound systems.  Just a 
thought for the future. 

¶ Youth ð Joan, Monica:  In 
a transition time with finish-
ing this year‘s youth pro-
gram and starting to plan 
for the fall.  Working on 
mission trips and working 
on fundraising.  The vaca-
tion bible school informa-

tion should be coming 
within a week or so.   On 
April 27th, Pastor Justin, 
Pastor Sue, Amy Keller, 
Monica Fitzwater, and Mi-
chelle Johnson.  Still looking 
to get at least seven mem-
bers to attend to lower the 
cost.  Faith Incubators is 
changing the model of con-
firmation from Pastor Stu-
dent to small group/large 
group.  Also have ideas for 
Preschool to High School. 

¶ Council as Leaders Work-
shop ð Missy/Randy/
Justin:  Missy Pflaum, Pas-
tor Justin and Randy Lang-
worthy attended a Council 
as Leaders Workshop in 
Owatonna.  Very insightful 
with new ideas for churches 
of all sizes.  Some ideas are 
to send out invitations to 
attend church services to 
members of the community 
who do not have a church.  
Also, add educational 
classes for both adults and 
children for topics which 
are popular within the com-
munity and the school.  We 
also discussed our commu-
nity at large and discussed 
our large Hispanic popula-
tions and maybe in the fu-
ture doing some English/
Spanish classes to encourage 
more attendance and learn-
ing among the congregation. 

 
Treasurer Report 

¶ Motion to accept Treasurer 
Report by Denny Midthun 
and seconded by Dan 
Fredrickson.  Motion car-
ried. 

 
 
Old Business 

¶ Directory:  August 4th and 
5th is the date with a 
makeup date on August 27th 
for the new directory.  We 
will work with Olen Mills.  
They offer an online direc-
tory.  They bring in 3 pho-
tographers to try to mini-
mize the wait time in-
between pictures.  Each 
family will receive a free 
directory as well as a free 8 
by 10.  Those 60 and older 
get a 10% discount.  Free 
military page for those 
members who have family 
members in the military.  
Julie Deno, Dori Scherger, 
Betty Aldritt, and Jill Hukee 
are the committee members. 

¶ Safety Deposit Box:  The 
abstract has been located 
and is now in a safe place. 

¶ Simply Giving:  Open ac-
tion, ongoing. 

 

New Business 

¶ Donations:  As people 
would like to donate items 
for building or other items, 
is there a committee to han-
dle that type of donation.  
The council feels these do-
nations should be brought 
to the council and the coun-
cil will make the decision on 
where to put these items or 
how to handle.  Put a blub 
in the bulletin that we wel-
come them but maybe not 
all donations will be ac-
cepted. 

¶ Next Meeting Date:  
Monday, May 11, 7:00 pm 

¶ Adjourn:  Motion to ad-
journ made by Grant Erler 
and seconded by Randy 
Langworthy. 
¶ Lords Prayer 
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ºIn the 
beginning 
was the 

Word, and 
the Word 
was with 
God, and 
the Word 

was 
God.» 

 

John 1:1 

Community News 

WIC (Women, Infants, 

Children) Program of 

Dodge County:  This is a 

supplemental nutrition pro-

gram which provides its par-

ticipants with food vouchers 

(to be used at a number of 

local grocery stores) and nutri-

tion education.  If you would 

like more information check 

the bulletin board next to the 

kitchen for more information 

or call 507-635-6150 for infor-

mation or an appointment. 

 

Take a Tour:  10 Day Luther 

Sites of Reformation Tour -   

see the Oberammerga Passion 

Play Performance along with 

visits to Munich, Augsburg, 

Rhine Cruise, Worms, Erfurt, 

Wittenberg, Leipzig and 

Nurnberg. Or choose the 10 

day Israel & Germany, The 

Best of Both Worlds Tour– 

also seeing the Oberammerga 

Passion Play Performance and 

the Sea of Galilee area, Jeri-

cho, Masada, Dead Sea, Beth-

lehem, Jerusalem, Munich and 

more.  Visit the website at    

www.ittworld.com for more 

information, dates of tours 

and pricing.  There is also a 

flyer on the bulletin board. 

 

Hire Student for Summer 

Work:  Need your lawn 

mowed?  Need someone to 

babysit (day or evening)?  

Need a full person to care for 

your child/children for the 

summer?  Contact Jacqi Bar-

ber at 633-6558. 

“Punchline” 

Taken from the postbulletin.com. 

 

A painter accepted the task of 

painting a church steeple.  He 

had 10 gallons of white paint.  

Halfway down the steeple, he 

had already used 6.5 gallons.  

He made sure no one was 

looking and then diluted the 

remaining paint with paint 

thinner. 

 

He finished the job, cleaned 

his brush and rollers, and 

looked up to see that there 

were two distinct colors of 

white on the steeple. 

 

―Oh, no!‖ he exclaimed, 

―What can I do now?‖ 

 

A clap of thunder roared 

above him, and a booming 

voice was heard saying, 

―Repaint!  And stop your thin-

ning!‖ 

 

 

**Note—If you have a story, 

joke, or inspiration that you‘d 

like to share with the mem-

bers of Faith, e-mail it to 

S h a n n o n  a t 

sld_dewitz@yahoo.com. 
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May 24th Is Our 1st Day in the  
New Sanctuary!   

 

Worship Begins in the  
East Parking Lot at 9:00 

 

Congregational Potluck to Follow  
Immediately After Worship 

Faith Lutheran Church 

308 2nd Street NW 

PO Box 358 

Dodge Center, MN  55927 

“Celebrating Faith in Christ by worshiping together and reaching out in love to all God’s people.” 

507-374-2174 

faithdc@frontiernet.net 

www.dcfaith.com 

 

Address Service Requested 

We‘re on the web 

www.dcfaith.com 

NEWSLETTER 

May 2009 


