
Volume 4, Issue 9 

  Faith Lutheran Church 

“Celebrating Faith in Christ by worshiping together and reaching out in love to all God’s people.” 

September 2009 

People of Faith,  
 

Do you know the B.A.S.I.C.S.?  Every game has a basic set of skills one must 

learn and develop in order to master it.  Within earshot of my home, the Triton 

Football Team is practicing.  Walking by the field, I see players running pass 

patterns, reviewing blocking assignments, and honing their tackling skills.  In 

order to succeed as a team, the Cobras will have to master the basics of 

football.  The same is true of children learning a sport for the first time.  For 

instance, my son participated in t-ball this summer.  Eli spent an evening a week 

learning how to properly hold a bat, run around the bases, and why baseball 

players do not put sand in their gloves.  He is still working on this last one but if 

he is to be a great baseball someday, Eli will have to master the basics of 

baseball.   
 

Like anything else in life, Christianity has basics as well.  These are the central 

beliefs of our faith that are important to understand and practice.  Beginning 

Rally Sunday, September 13th, we are going to begin a six week worship series 

called B.A.S.I.C.S.  These worship services, especially the sermons, will help us 

understand and live out our core beliefs.    
 

 Baptism—How can water and words do so much?  

 Atonement—Why did Jesus have to die on the cross?  

 Scripture—What makes the Bible the norm for our faith?  

 Intercessory Prayer—How do I pray and does God really listen?   

 Communion—How can bread and wine do so much? 

 Sent—What does it mean to be sent from God on a mission?   
 

As every coach at every level of sports will tell you, reviewing the B.A.S.I.C.S. is 

never a waste of time.  There is a reason after all a certain, recently retired/

unretired/retired/unretired/retired/unretired, quarterback still works on his 

footwork in practice.  Reviewing the basics is always a good thing. This means 

that for those of you who have been Christians your entire life, this will be a 

great opportunity for you to review and dive deeper into what you already know.  

As for those who feel a little less connected to the Church, whose faith feels a 

little less informed, this is a great opportunity for you to lay a strong foundation 

for your faith to grow upon.  Best of all, B.A.S.I.C.S. offers even first-time visitors 

the opportunity to learn what our faith in Jesus Christ is all about which leads us 

to two questions.   
 

Are you excited to begin learning/reviewing the B.A.S.I.C.S on September 13th?  

And, who will you be bringing to worship in order to experience them with you?   

        

Blessings,  

Pastor Justin  

ELCA Churchwide Assembly 2 

Letter from Bishop Usgaard 2 

Letter from Bishop Hanson 3-4 

Worship 5 

Dedication Sunday  6-7 

Opportunities 7-9 

Youth 10 

Youth—VBS 11-12 

Youth-After School Program 13 

Youth-After School Program 14 

Council Minutes 15-16 

July Financial Corner 16 

September Recognition 17 

Thank You 17 

Calendar 18 

Monthly Service Assignments 19 

  

  

  

Inside this issue: 

Pastor Justin 

507-374-2174 

Emergency - 507-633-6177 

pjboeding@yahoo.com 
 

Pastor Sue 

507-374-2174 

Emergency - 507-633-9331 

swallager@kmtel.com 
 

Secretary - Shannon 

507-374-2174 

Home - 507-676-1131 

sld_dewitz@yahoo.com 
 

Faith Lutheran Church 

308 2nd Street NW 

PO Box 358 

Dodge Center, MN  55927 

507-374-2174 

www.dcfaith.com 



ELCA Church wide Assembly 

çàbut those 
who hope in 
the LORD 
will renew 

their 
strength. 
They will 
soar on 

wings like 
eagles; 

they will run 
and not grow 

weary, 
they will walk 
and not be 
faint.è 

 
Isaiah 40:31  
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People of Faith,  

As some of you have heard by now, the ELCA church wide Assembly came to a 
close after a week of prayer, debate, and deliberation.  While there were a number of 
topics on the agenda, the item receiving the most press coverage involved same-sex 
relationships.  For those concerned and/or curious about the synodical and church 
wide expressions of the ELCA, you will find Bishop Usgaard and Presiding Bishop 
Mark Hanson's comments below.  At a local level, if there is interest, I expect to have 
congregational conversations this fall to discuss what these decisions mean and do 
not mean for our congregation.  Most importantly, as I consider our immediate future, 
I believe God has important work for us to do as a congregation beginning this 
fall.  There are so many people in our own community who do not know the love of 
God in Jesus Christ. 
 
Pastor Justin 

Letter from Bishop Usgaard  
 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ:  
 
I write this to you from the ELCA Church wide Assembly in Minneapolis. Bishop 
Mark Hanson has written a message (see below) detailing recent actions of the 
assembly. I will not repeat him, but I do want to assure you I will be sharing my 
thoughts with you in the coming weeks. I will be inviting all of our clergy and 
rostered leaders together, in addition to meeting with our conference deans. I 
will seek their input as to how best I might share the decisions made here in 
assembly.  
 
Anytime there are major decisions, my concern is that correct information be 
shared. I want to be sure that any questions that you have will be answered as 
we plan our future ministry together. The changes voted on will not take form for 
a number of months. I suspect most congregations in our synod will not even be 
impacted.  
 
I do want to publicly pay tribute to the 27 voting members from our 
Southeastern Minnesota Synod. They have shouldered a tremendous weight of 
responsibility this week. They have attended every minute of every session. 
They have shared of their faith and opinions at the microphones. They have 
prayed together, sang together, studied together...and offered support to one 
another. I hope as they return home in this coming week that you will offer your 
appreciation for their service.  
 
As we conclude this assembly, please continue to hold the 
ELCA in your prayers. It is a vibrant church seeking to be 
instruments of God's love and mercy in this complex world.  
 
Shalom, 
Bishop Harold Usgaard  

http://thedailybibleverse.blogspot.com/2009/08/isaiah-4031-they-will-run-and-not-grow.html
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102678768465&s=434&e=001QcP6FLrDdlz_v4Y_c3wylakv4aH5Z1icZeqKslBsHRd2sVPs4SoocBlqLmb53pHXPkFAQhzTbti78Ym2cmbG01UJH9FI8glcjRDNycL7QFuAKLpaqneitA==


Letter from Presiding Bishop Mark Hanson  
 
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ:  
 
Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything together in 
perfect harmony. And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which 
indeed you were called in the one body. And be thankful. -- Colossians 3:14-15  
I write to you from the 2009 ELCA Church wide Assembly in Minneapolis with 
official information about the actions of this assembly related to human 
sexuality. I am grateful for the manner in which this church has engaged in this 
conversation. The way this assembly has discussed these questions is a 
continuation of the way this church has deliberated: with deep and heartfelt 
respect for each other, engaging with Scripture, listening to the faith stories 
and experiences of one another, and through worship and prayer seeking the 
discernment of the Spirit.  
 
In my response to the voting members on Friday, August 21, I made this 
request: we need one another. We need time. We need the voices of those 
who lament and those who rejoice over these actions, for together we have 
been called to proclaim the Good News of Jesus Christ and engage in God's 
mission for the life of the world.  
 
The assembly adopted 676-338 -- precisely two-thirds of those voting -- 
"Human Sexuality: Gift and Trust," the ELCA's 10th social statement, with 
minor editorial amendments. It also adopted a series of implementing 
resolutions with amendments. This theological and teaching document builds 
on the key Lutheran principles of justification by grace and Christian freedom 
to serve the neighbor. It emphasizes that central to our vocation, in relation to 
human sexuality, is the building and protection of trust in relationships. It 
therefore affirms that we are called to be trustworthy in our human sexuality 
and to build social institutions and practices where trust and trustworthy 
relationships can thrive. The social statement addresses marriage, same-
gender relationships, families, protecting children, friendships, commitment, 
social responsibility and moral discernment. Regarding same-gender 
committed relationships, the social statement says that this church is not in 
agreement and recognizes the different perspectives which are present among 
us.  
 
Our   assembly   also  adopted  resolutions  proposed  by  the  
Church  Council  based on  those contained in a "Report  and 
Recommendation  on  Ministry  Policies."   The  actions direct 
that  changes  be  made  to  church wide  policy documents to  
make   it   possible   for   those  in   committed   same-gender  
relationships to serve as rostered leaders in the ELCA.  There 
were   amendments  to  two of  the proposals.   The assembly 
adopted     the      resolutions    in     the     following      order,  
beginning  with  a  strong  statement  about  how  we  will live  
together in the face of our disagreements:  
 

                                                                                                           ...continued on page 4. 
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ELCA Church wide Assembly...continued 

çI know what it 
is to be in need, 

and I know 
what it is to 
have plenty. I 

have learned the 
secret of being 
content in any 

and every 
situation, 

whether well fed 
or hungry, 

whether living in 
plenty or in 

want. I can do 
everything 

through him who 
gives me 
strength.è 

 
Philippians  

4:12-13  

http://thedailybibleverse.blogspot.com/2009/08/philippians-412-13-i-know-what-it-is-to.html
http://thedailybibleverse.blogspot.com/2009/08/philippians-412-13-i-know-what-it-is-to.html
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ELCA Church wide Assembly...continued 
¶ Resolution 3:  "RESOLVED, that in the implementation of any resolutions on 

ministry policies, the ELCA commit itself to bear one another's burdens, love 
the neighbor, and respect the bound consciences of all." (Adopted 771-230 
as amended) 

 
¶ Resolution 1:  "RESOLVED, that the ELCA commit itself to finding ways to 

allow congregations that choose to do so to recognize, support and hold 
pub l ic ly  accountab le l i fe - long,  monogamous,  same-gender 
relationships." (Adopted 619-402) 

 
¶ Resolution 2:  "RESOLVED, that the ELCA commit itself to finding a way for 

people in such publicly accountable, lifelong, monogamous, same-gender 
relationships to serve as rostered leaders of this church." (Adopted 559-451) 

 
¶ Resolution 4:  This resolution called upon members to respect the bound 

consciences of those with whom they disagree; declared intent to allow 
structured flexibility in decision-making about candidacy and the call 
process; eliminated the prohibition of rostered service by members in 
publicly accountable, lifelong, monogamous same-gender relationships; 
recognized and committed to respect the conviction of members who believe 
that the ELCA should not call or roster people in committed same-gender 
relationships; called for development of accountability guidelines; directed 
that amendments to ministry policy documents be drafted and approved; and 
stated that this church continue to trust congregations, bishops, synods and 
others responsible for determining who should be called into public ministry. 
(Adopted 667-307 as amended) 

 
I invite you into important, thoughtful, prayerful conversation about what all of 
this means for our life in mission together. What is absolutely important for me 
is that we have this conversation together.  
 
We meet one another finally -- not in our agreements or our disagreements -- 
but at the foot of the cross, where God is faithful, where Christ is present with 
us, and where, by the power of the Holy Spirit, we are one in Christ.  
 
In Christ, 
The Rev. Mark S. Hanson 
ELCA Presiding Bishop  

çBut grow in 
the grace 

and 
knowledge of 

our Lord 
and Savior 

Jesus 
Christ. To 
him be glory 
both now and 

forever! 
Amen.è 

 
2 Peter 3:18  

 

http://thedailybibleverse.blogspot.com/2009/06/2-peter-318-grow-in-grace-and-knowledge.html


Mark Your Calendar:  The following are special dates to note in the upcoming 
months.  Mark them on your calendar so you don’t miss out on the fun! 
 

¶ September 13th—Rally Sunday: Worship returns to our 
regular 8:00 and 10:00 times and G.I.F.T. kicks off at 
9:00. 

¶ September 16th—Confirmation begins at 6:30 for youth 
in 6th to 9th grade.  Parents are required to attend. 

¶ September 20th—Dedication Day (see page 3 for more 

details) 

¶ November 4th—Harvest Feast 

¶ November 8th—Bishop Harold Usgaard visits 

 

Rally Sunday:  Who are you going to invite to worship on Rally Sunday?  Be thinking 

about who you would like to invite to this fun filled day with worship services at 8:00 

and 10:00, Sunday School (G.I.F.T.) at 9:00 and fellowship to for all.  Invite your 

family members, friends, co-workers or neighbors!  Rally Sunday is September 13th! 
 

B.A.S.I.C.S. 

BaptismñCan Water and Words Really Change My Life 

September 13th  

AtonementñWhy Did Jesus Have to Die?    

September 20th 

ScripturesñWhat Is the Bible Good For Anyways?   

September 27th  

Intercessory PrayerñHow Can I Talk to God? 

October 4th  

CommunionñWhat Can Bread and Wine Do to Me?  

October 11th 

SentñHow Do I Live the Christian Faith?   
October 18th 

Page 5 Volume 4, Issue 9 

Dates to 

Remember!  

 

September 7 

¶ Labor Day 

 

September 13 

¶ Rally Sunday 

¶ Resume Regular 

8:00 & 10:00 

Worship Times 

¶ G.I.F.T. (Sunday 

School) Begins 

 

September 16 

¶ Confirmation 

Begins (parents 

required to 

attend) 

¶ Wednesday 

Worship 

Resumes 

 

September 20 

¶ Dedication Day 

 

September 23 

¶ After School 

Program 

Resumes 

¶ Wednesday 

Meals Resumes 

 

November 4 

¶ Harvest Feast 

 

November 8 

¶ Bishop Usgaard 

Visits 

Worship 
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"It is an 
exciting 

time where 
the only 
limits you 
have are 

the size of 
your ideas 
and the 

degree of 
your 

dedication.è 
  

  -Unknown 
 

Worship...continued 

Celebrate with us  

the dedication of the addition and  

remodeling project at  

Faith Lutheran Church  

Sunday, September 20, 2009  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

8am ñTraditional Worship Service  

9am ñCoffee Fellowship  

10am ñContemporary Worship Service  

11:15am ñCatered Meal ñ$5 individual/$15 family  

Reservations required to Karen Ingvaldson,  

374 -6590 or kareningvaldson@hotmail.com by  

September 10 (please RSVP for your visitors as well)  

1:30 pm ñDedication Service  

3 pm ñCake and Coffee  

  

Our new addition has fulfilled the 1943 original building plan for our church,  

which includes a handicapped -accessible east entrance, pastoral and  

secretarial offices, north restrooms, storage spaces, library and  

the sanctuary with seating for 240.   

The remodel includes a gathering area, south restrooms and Sunday School rooms.  

  

 

 

 

http://quotationsbook.com/quote/46332/
http://quotationsbook.com/quote/46332/
http://quotationsbook.com/quote/46332/
http://quotationsbook.com/quote/46332/
http://quotationsbook.com/quote/46332/
http://quotationsbook.com/quote/46332/
http://quotationsbook.com/quote/46332/
http://quotationsbook.com/quote/46332/
http://quotationsbook.com/quote/46332/
http://quotationsbook.com/quote/46332/
http://quotationsbook.com/quote/46332/
http://quotationsbook.com/quote/46332/
http://quotationsbook.com/quote/46332/
http://quotationsbook.com/quote/46332/


Opportunities 

Worship...continued 

Dedication Sunday ðCome Celebrate With Us  
Sunday, September 20, 2009  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Since the groundbreaking ceremony last October, months of construction and hours 
of volunteer painting and cleaning, the flowers and shrubbery are now planted and 
we’re ready to celebrate. 
 
We are inviting all pastors who served at Faith Lutheran, present members, former 
members and charter members who are still living to come for the festivities.  A 
traditional worship service will be at 8 a.m. on Sunday, September 20th, followed by 
coffee hour and the 10 a.m. contemporary worship service.  A catered meal will be 
served at 11:15.  Reservations are required for the meal.  Please respond to Karen 
Ingvaldson, 374-6590, or kareningvaldson@hotmail.com by September 10th. 
 
The afternoon dedication service will begin at 1:30 with greetings from former 
pastors, Idstrom and Nelson and the Synod Office.  Cake and coffee will be served 
following this service to allow time for visiting. 
 
The Dedication Committee, along with the present pastors, Boeding and Wallager, 
have been planning this event.  We hope everyone will come and enjoy the day. 

Erdmanôs Tapes:  When you do grocery shopping at Erdman’s, please 
bring your cash register tapes to the church.  We receive a rebate of the 
percentage of the totals of the tapes.  A pail for these tapes is labeled 
and kept on the cart just to the east of the kitchen.  Twice a year in 
February and August the Erdman’s tapes are tallied and turned in for 
one half of one percent of the total.  The receipts that were handed in 
for August-January were $22,000 this time (February-July) the total is 
$10,000.  Please collect and turn in your receipts.  The entire tape has 

to be turned in (no half tapes or torn tapes) to be counted and they have to be within 
the correct time frame (no old tapes).  This is an easy way for our church to make 
some extra money!    
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It is God 
who arms me 

with 
strength 

and makes 
my way 
perfect. 

 
Psalm 18:32 

http://thedailybibleverse.blogspot.com/2009/08/psalm-1832-it-is-god-who-arms-me-with.html


Opportunities...continued 
Big NeedðBig Opportunity:  Faith began offering a low cost meal last year on 
Wednesday nights for our after school participants, confirmation youth, their families, 
and anyone else who wanted to attend.  This year, we hope to offer the same 
wonderful service again but we would like to invite people from the community who 
could benefit.  This could be a fantastic chance to help those in need!  Please contact 
Pastor Justin if you would be willing to provide a meal on Wednesday nights this fall.  
Wednesday night meals will start up again on Wednesday, September 23rd. 
 
Bible for Dummies:  We are gearing up to tackle the New 
Testament in October!  This will be an excellent opportunity for 
anyone wanting to jump into the Bible for Dummies for the first 
time!  We will be meeting October 11th, 18th and 25th. 
 
Book Club:  We will resume meeting September 1st at Faith.  Our 
book is The Last Lecture by Randy Pausch.  It is the true story of 
a  professor   diagnosed  with  terminal  cancer  who  gives his last 
lecture on life.  It is a quick, inspiring read sure to provide discussion. 
 
Night Quilting:  The Night Quilting group will meet on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of 
each month from 6-8pm.  ( NOTICE: CHANGE OF DAYS)  Everyone, adults and 
youth, are welcome to join us, whether you are new to sewing or an experienced 
sewer.  Since we are a group that wants to help teach we are going to try something 
new this year.  We are going to have a few project nights this year; where we will run 
through the patterns and plan for the next time as to what  supplies  are needed.  We 
will try this the first evening, September 22nd.  The first project is called The Hotdog 
Pillowcase.  It is a pillowcase that is customized for holidays, kids, matching decor, 
etc.  The reason it is called hotdog is because of how you sew it together.  It's fun and 
fast and those that don't have a sewing machine can get it done by sharing a machine 
that night.  We will have some demo's on a table at the church so people can see what 
it looks like.   If you are interested in joining us on September 22nd to make a Hotdog 
Pillow, please bring 3/4 yard of focus fabric, one strip of 4 inch by 40-44 inch accent 
border and also 1/3 yard for wide border. Any questions please contact Jean Barber 
(633-6558) or Lynn Krause (633-6126).   Day quilting will meet the 2nd and 4th 
Tuesdays from 9:00-3:00. 
 
Farmers Market Update:  The Farmers Market is moving closer to reality.  The 
Dodge Center Planning and Zoning will be holding a public hearing on Monday, 
August 31st and the City Council will be meeting September 8th to decide on this 
matter.  Space is limited, so if you are interested in being a vendor, contact Gary 
Norstad (374-2642).  Sites will be awarded on a first come first served basis.  If 
possible, try to attend the public hearing Monday, August 31st to show your support. 
 
Tree & Shrub Watering:  Please do not water the new trees or shrubs unless you are 
on the watering schedule.  Contact Del Steen (633-6541) for schedule information and 
as to when you can help.  Too much water or too little water can damage or kill the 
plants.  Thank you! 
 
Website:  Don’t forget to check out www.dcfaith.com to see what is happening at the 
church!  You can find the current versions of the newsletter, calendar, weekly and 
bulletins along with other church related news and information. 

çTherefore 
do not worry 

about 
tomorrow, 

for 
tomorrow 
will worry 

about itself. 
Each day 
has enough 
trouble of 
its own.è 

 
Matthew 

6:34  
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Opportunities...continued 
Adult Groups:  Now that fall is approaching our adult Bible Studies and groups are 

resuming their regular schedules: 

¶ Sassie Lassies:  Sassie Lassies is a Bible Study group for women.  This ministry 

meets the third Thursday of each month at 9:00 a.m. in the fellowship hall.  We 

currently use studies from ―Women of Faith Study Bible‖ NIV.  Materials are 

provided.  All are welcome to join us.  We resume our monthly meetings 

beginning Thursday, September 17th.  If you have questions please contact Dory 

Scherger at 374-9552 or dorys@frontiernet.net. 

¶ A Bunch of Losers:  This ministry is a faith based, moral support program to 

encourage participants to establish new lifestyle eating habits, which will provide 

weight loss and maintenance on a long-term basis.  Ideas to help attain goals are 

shared.  Although it was started by Faith Lutheran members it has evolved into a 

non-denominational group and we now have members from other churches as 

well.  We meet every Tuesday morning at 8:00am.  A typical meeting lasts from 

half an hour to an hour and is mainly a social time preceded by a mandatory 

weigh in for those wishing to be a part of a weight loss support group.  You are 

free to come and go as you wish.  Contact Bill Ketchum at 374-6049 or 

ketch22@mchsi.com. 

¶ Deborah Circle:   This ministry will resume meeting the second Tuesday of each 

month at 7:30pm.  It rotates at the homes of the circle members.  This ministry is 

a time of fellowship and Bible study for women.  We would enjoy having new 

members join us in these relaxed evenings of friendship.  Contact Carol Johnson 

at 374-2343 or cajohnson@kmtel.com with questions. 

¶ Ruth Circle:   This women’s ministry meets the first Tuesday of each month at 

1:30pm for approximately one to two hours.  We gather at the church or 

sometimes at one of the member’s homes.  The Bible Study that we do is from 

―Lutheran Women Today‖ and members take turns with devotions, presenting the 

Bible study lesson and being hostess.  We have coffee and dessert following the 

meeting.  Contact Charlott Wilhelm at 374-6696 or wilhfarm@yahoo.com or 

contact Ellie Barber at 374-6732 or eldorab@yahoo.com. 

¶ WiseGuys:  This ministry is very informal and generally revolves around the 

issues of the day.  We have no set goals or responsibilities other than general 

camaraderie.  We have fun and are usually joined by both Pastors.  Pastor Justin 

ends the meeting with a short Bible verse.  We meet on the first and third 

Tuesdays of each month at 9:00am and a typical meeting lasts about an hour to 

an hour and a half.  Contact Bill Ketchum at 374-6049 or ketch22@mchsi.com. 

¶ Women of Wednesday:  This group of women meets every Wednesday at 

10:00am.  The group begins with a short social (coffee) time to start with, followed 

by the discussion of some Bible Study book chosen by the group.  The meetings 

last approximately one hour with conversation about the book along with talk 

about our daily lives and our walk of faith.  New members are always welcome to 

join us!  Contact Carol Ann Thompson at 374-6687 or 

carrodthom@myclearwave.net. 

Page 9 Volume 4, Issue 9 

Dates to Remember!  

 

September 1 

¶ 8—Bunch of Losers 

¶ 9—WiseGuys 

¶ 1:30—Ruth Circle 

¶ 7—Book Club 

 

September 2 

¶ 10—WOW 

 

September 8 

¶ 8:Bunch of Losers 

¶ 9-3—Day Quilting 

¶ 7:30—Deborah Circle 

 

September 9 

¶ 10—WOW 

 

September 15 

¶ 8—Bunch of Losers 

¶ 9—WiseGuys 

 

September 16 

¶ 10—WOW 

 

September 17 

¶ 9—Sassie Lassies  

 

September 22 

¶ 8—Bunch of Losers 

¶ 9-3—Day Quilting 

¶ 6-8—Night Quilting 

 

September 23 

¶ 10—WOW 

 

September 29 

¶ 8—Bunch of Losers 

 

September 30 

¶ 10—WOW 
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Youth 
Summer Pre -Baptism Classes:    Call or e-mail Pastor Sue to set up a pre-
baptismal appointment and to schedule the baptism of you child. 
 

G.I.F.T.:  Generations In Faith Together is coming to 
Sunday Mornings.  We are launching a new Sunday 
School experience!  Starting Sunday, September 13th at 
9am we will be having a new Faith Experience.  Not 
only are the young going to be taught the faith and the 
tools to live their faith in their daily lives, but we are 
looking to pass on the Faith together.  Families of all 
kind are encouraged to participate in this new G.I.F.T. 

We will be using multimedia presentations, music, sign language, art, skits, games 
and small groups to learn about the faith to LIVE our Faith the rest of the week. Of 
course pre-school through 5th grade are encouraged to participate, but we don’t stop 
there anymore, we invite EVERYONE to come!  We are looking for people of all ages 
that would be willing to serve behind the scenes or as a part of the presentation team.    
If you have interest in Readers’ Theatre or Sign Language/Song leading, running the 
power point, leading a small group, organizing crafts, we have a place for you!  
Contact Pastor Sue or Kory Graham if you would like a part! 
 
After School Program starting Wednesday September 23rd:  This year we will 
once again offer the After School program for 3rd to 5th grade  students  on  
Wednesday   after  school.    We begin  by  meeting  in  the   Triton Elementary   
School Cafeteria   and  walk  to  church   together.   Then   we have   snack,  games,  
music and a lesson each week.  We will need adult volunteers to help with the 
program again this year.  If you can help anytime between 3 to 5pm sign up on the 
information sheet in the gathering area. Contact Pastor Sue with any questions. 
 
Confirmation Starts Wednesday, September 16th from 6:30 -8pm:   We begin  with 
a worship/teaching  time  and then  break into small  groups or the  second half of our 
time together.  We will be breaking into groups of 5-6 
youth with an adult leader.  We need adult small group 
leaders to be consistent guides throughout the year.  
Adults consider taking a small group and getting to know 
a group of great youth!  There will be a sign up sheet for 
small group leaders in the gathering area. Contact Pastor 
Sue with any questions.  Confirmation Students the 
sermon note forms have been relocated to the church 
office above the robes. 
 
Wednesday Evening Meal Starting September 23rd:  If you are able to provide a 
low cost meal on a Wednesday  Evening serving from 5:00-6:30pm please sign up in 

 the gathering area or contact Pastor Sue or Pastor Justin.  
We would like to offer the meal once again this year.  You 
will be reimbursed for your expenses.   
 
Vacation Bible School:  Check out the pictures from VBS 
on         our        website        at     www.dcfaith.com or go to  
http://vacationbibleschool2009.shutterfly.com. 
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Wednesday After School Program 

Beginning 
Wednesdays, 

September 
23rd 

from 

3:15-5:00 

for 3rd, 
4th & 5th 
Graders 

 

Invite 

A 

friend! 
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Faith Lutheran Church Council Minutes 
Faith Lutheran Council  

Council Meeting  
August 10, 2009, 7:00 pm  

 
Council Members  
Attendees:  Grant Erler, Dan Fredrickson, Monica Fitzwater, Dave Graham, Vickie Gross, Joan Henderson, Denny 
Midthun, Frank Nerehausen, Missy Pflaum, Del Steen, Pastor Justin, Randy Langworthy 
Absent:  Vickie Gross, Jill Hukee, Pastor Sue 

 

¶ Call to Order  
¶ Open with Prayer ï Denny Midthun 
¶ Introduction of guests ï NA – no guests 
¶ Devotions ï Denny Midthun – Christian Coaches seminar, Pastor from Eden 

Prairie – Topic was, ―Life Matters – What’s the foundation for your life‖. 
¶ Secretary Report ï Approve minutes from July 13th  meeting.  Motion by Joan 

Henderson to accept the report, 2nd by Grant Erler – all approved. 
¶ Treasurer Report ï Approve July financial report.  Motion by Denny Midthun to 

accept the report, 2nd by Dan Fredrickson – all approved. 
 
Committee Reports  
¶ Building and Grounds ï Grant, Del ï Box of flood lights for the gathering area – 

some need to be replaced.  Table storage is becoming an issue, we can not store 
tables in the furnace room.  Electrical room is full of building supplies such as 
paint and other items.   Snag in the carpet in the sanctuary.  Request to have the 
carpet in the fellowship hall cleaned but since it is so soon since the last time it 
was cleaned, we feel we should not ask again. 

¶ Congregational Learning, Projects ï Dan -- NA 
¶ Dedication Committee ï Joan ï Everything is online.  If you are planning to 

come to the Meal for the dedication, please RSVP with Karen Ingvaldson. 
¶ Endowment Committee ï Missy -- NA 
¶ Fellowship ï Vickie, Missy ï Over 20 attendees for block party for ―Night Out‖.  

Might plan a fall bonfire.  Looking into a Farmers Market, Caroling at Christmas, 
Mother/Daughter Tea and Style show. 

¶ Outreach ï Monica -- NA 
¶ Personnel ï Dave ï Kept in confidence. 
¶ Strategic Planning (Building) ï Frank ï With the exception of one hold back  

will be paid soon, the strategic planning committee will be disbanding.  We would 
like to formally thank the Strategic Planning committee for all of their long hours 
and dedication to this tremendous project.  Your thoughtfulness and willingness to 
donate your time is most appreciated. 

¶ Strategic Planning (Finance) ï Jill  --  NA 
¶ Worship and Music ï Randy, Dan -- Quotes for digital recorders.  Cheapest 

quote $734, 2nd quote $1134 (includes better equipment), 3rd quote $1500.00 

includes live feed.  Randy also requested a quote to get hardwired speakers in 

the gathering area but no response yet from SIMM sound.  Still under 

investigation, nothing approved at this point by the council.  Need a signup sheet 

for sound board for funerals and weddings.  Choir is getting ready for dedication 

services.  Also need a signup for singers for contemporary service. 

 
...continued on page 16. 

2009 Council 
 
Pastor Justin 
Pastor Sue 
 
President 
Denny Midthun 
 
Vice-President 
Dave Graham 
 
Treasurer 
Jill Hukee 
 
Secretary 
Missy Pflaum 
 
Financial Secretary 
Charlott Wilhelm 
 
Building & Grounds 
Grant Erler 
Del Steen 
 
Outreach 
Monica Fitzwater 
 
Fellowship 
Vickie Gross 
Missy Pflaum 
 
Youth 
Joan Henderson 
Monica Fitzwater 
 
Worship & Music 
Randy Langworthy  
Dan Fredrickson 
 
Strategic Planning Team 
Frank Nerenhausen 
 
Staff Support 
Dave Graham 
 
Congregational Learning 
Team 
Dan Fredrickson  



¶ Youth ï Joan, Monica ï Meeting regularly to get GIFT off and running.  Working 

on getting people to take over parts.  Rally Sunday September 13th, Confirmation 
for 6th through 9th on September 16th, 3rd through 5th grade afterschool on 
September 23rd, and Wednesday meals start on September 23rd. 

¶ Pastor Justinôs Report ï Trip to Quad cities went really well.  High school kids 

would like to have leadership roles during Wednesday night service.  Worship 
attendance:  July 2008 was 138 and 2009 was 166.  We have a worship planning 
team planning the 1st 6 Sundays called BASICS.  Good chance to remind folks of 
what we are all about as a congregation.  Sexuality statement vote is coming up 
soon.  Pastor J will put a statement in the newsletter to let everyone know he and 
Pastor Sue are available for counseling and discussion if people need them.  
Worship surveys are back.  65 responses. 

¶ Pastor Sueôs Report ï NA ï Joan Henderson covering this topic, There are 2 

churches in town who will no longer support Sunday school at their church so we 
have offered to have the kids come hear as long as the churches the kids belong 
to send volunteers to assist with the program both Wednesday afterschool and 
Sunday AM. 

 
Old Business  

¶ Choir Risers  --- Get rid of old risers, they will get junked. 

¶ Programmable Thermostats ï Price of 2 thermostats are $70 each.  Motion 

made by Dan Fredrickson and 2nd by Del Steen to make this purchase.  All in 
favor, passed. 

¶ Coffee Pot Is Repaired ï  Good – Thanks to Bill Ketchum. 
 
New Business  
¶ Event Coordinator need ï Missy Pflaum suggested a need for an Events 

coordinator.  We will discuss in more detail next month. 
¶ Candles:  Candles are burning out quickly so we are going to shut off the ceiling 

fan at the alter. 
¶ Next Meeting Date:  Monday, September 14, 7:00 pm  
¶ Adjourn  Motion made by Dave Graham, 2nd by Frank Nerehausen – All in favor 

– passed. 
¶ Lords Prayer  
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July 2009       Building Fund Corner  
2009 Income YTD                         $122,809.84 2009 Building Income YTD               
2009 Expenses YTD                     $128,446.66               $95,030.79 
*2009 Missions Expense                   $8,166.69 2009 Building Expense YTD             
     Specific                                            $903.74              $69,581.90 
     SE MN Synod                               $8,166.69 
Budgeted Income July                     $11,265.90 
Budgeted Expenses July                 $15,762.81 
 
*Funds are reflected in monthly and YTD figures. 

July Financial Corner 



çThe LORD 
is good to 

all; 
he has 

compassion 
on all he has 
made.è 

 
Psalm 145:9 

 

Thank You 
Faith Lutheran Church, 
Thank you so very much for the beautiful afghan we received on the birth of our son, 
Jason.  Your prayers and support mean so much to us as we were in the hospital with 
Jason and as he continues to get better at home. 
 
Brandon, Stacy & Jason Wolf 
 
Dear Faith Lutheran Church, 
Thank you so much for your recent donation of clothing, quilts, blankets and toys.  
Please know that the items you gave were a blessing to someone in need.  We place 
high regard on ministering to the whole person.  Your donation helped us to meet the 
physical needs of someone who received our services.  Thank you for your continued 
support of Marie Sandvik Center in this way.   
 
In Christ, 
Kristen Hink, Director 
 
Members of Faith, 
We would like to thank the Members of Faith Lutheran Church for the beautiful hand 
made afghan that was given to Reagan when she was born.  We also thoroughly 
enjoyed the food from the salad luncheon that was delivered to us—it was greatly 
appreciated and very tasty!   Thank you also for your support, thoughts, prayers, and 
well wishes to us as we adjust to life with four kids.  We are so blessed to have such 
caring people surrounding us during this special time. 
 
Blessings, 
Shannon, Jed, Gavin, Kyra, Carley & Reagan DeWitz 

 

1—Dory Scherger 

2—Sue Anderson 

3—Braden Barber 

3—Ryan Holmseth 

3—Donna Wilhelm 

4—Lynn Krause 

6—Amanda Johnson 

6—Zach Otto 

9—Reagan Essig 

11—Roy Henderson 

13—Derek Thaden 

14—Doug Schweiger 

15—Duane Mussman 

16—Heather Vaith 

 

17—Paul Wilhelm 

18—Kelli Rahlf 

18—Mike Wirkus 

18—Chad Andrist 

19—Frank Marchant 

21—Kimber Gross 

21—Dan Porisch 

22—Tyler Head 

22—Alex Holmseth 

26—Bryce Kleinwort 

26—Kim Thaden 

26—Kyle Thaden 

27—Thomas Tapp 

29—Taylor Timmerman 

Faith Family September Recognitions 
Anniversary Celebrations  

3—Bryon & Jacque Wolf 

7—Duane & Mary Lou 
Mussman 

21—Lonnie & Bev Oakland 

25—Thomas & Andrea Tapp 

25—Phil & Missy Pflaum 

27—Scott & Val Langworthy 

28—Kent & Robin Hickey 

 

Special Happenings  

Mike, Jill & Elizabeth Hukee 
welcomed daughter and sister, 
Jessica Hukee to their family on 
August 3rd! 
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Birthday Celebrations  

http://thedailybibleverse.blogspot.com/2009/08/psalm-1459-he-has-compassion-on-all-he.html


September 2009 
Sunday  Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 August 31 
Planning & Zoning 
Meeting for Farmerõs 
Market  

1 
8:00 ð Weigh-In 
9:00 ð WiseGuys 
12:00 ð Bulletin Deadline 
1:30 ð Ruth Circle 
7:00 - Book Club 
 

2 
10:00 ð WOW 
6:30 ð Pre-Confirmation Prep Mtg 

3 
6:00-7:30 ð Daisy 
Troops 

4 5 

6 
8:00 ð Worship 
9:00 ð Fellowship 
9:30 ð Worship 
 

7 
Labor Day 

8 
8:00 ð Weigh-In 
9:00-3:00 ð Day Quilting 
12:00 ð Bulletin Deadline 
7:30 ð Deborah Circle 

9 
9:45 ð Staff Meeting 
10:00 ð WOW 
 

10 11 
6:00 ð Julie Deno 
& Paul Olson 
Wedding 

12 

13 
Rally Sunday 
8:00 ð Worship 
9:00 ð Fellowship 
9:00 ð G.I.F.T. 
10:00 - Worship 

14 
7:00 ð Council 
Meeting 

15 
Newsletter Deadline 
8:00 ð Weigh-In 
9:00 ð WiseGuys 
12:00 ð Bulletin Deadline 
 

16 
10:00 ð WOW 
6:30 ð Worship 
7:15 - Confirmation 

17 
9:00 ð Sassie Lassies  

18 19 

20 
Dedication Day 
8:00 ð Worship 
9:00 ð Fellowship 
9:00 ð G.I.F.T. 
10:00 ð Worship 
11:15 ð Catered Meal 
1:30 ð Dedication 
Service 
3:00 -Cake & Coffee 

21 
6:30 ð Youth Council 

22 
8:00 ð Weigh-In 
9:00-3:00 ð Day Quilting 
12:00 ð Bulletin Deadline 
6:00-8:00 ð Night Quilting 
 

23 
10:00 ð WOW 
3:15-5:00 ð After School Program 
5:00-6:30 ð Meal 
6:30 ð Worship 
7:15 ð Confirmation Small Group 

24 25 
6:00 ð 
Kruckeberg/Johns
on Wedding 
Rehearsal 

26 
3:00 ð Steve 
Kruckeberg & 
Amanda 
Johnson 
Wedding 

27 
8:00 ð Worship 
9:00 ð Fellowship 
9:00 ð G.I.F.T. 
10:00 - Worship 

28 29 
8:00 ð Weigh-In 
12:00 ð Bulletin Deadline 

30 
9:00 ð Fold Newsletter 
10:00 ð WOW 
3:15-5:00 ð After School Program 
5:00-6:30 ð Meal 
6:30 ð Worship 
7:15 ð Confirmation Small Group 

1 
4:45-9:30 ð Safe 
Driving Class 

2 3 

Faith Lutheran Church, PO Box 358, 308 2
nd

 Street NW, Dodge Center, MN  55927  507-374-2174  www.dcfaith.com 





Mark Your Calendarsà 
  

September 13thæRally Sunday 
Worship Returns to our regular 8:00 and 10:00 times and G.I.F.T. kicks off at 9:00. 

  

September 16th 
Confirmation begins at 6:30 for youth in 6th to 9th grade.  Parents required to attend. 

  

September 20th 
Dedication Day 

  

September 23rd 
3:!5-5:00 - After School Program Resumes 
5:00æ6:30 - Wednesday Night Meals Resume 

  
  

Faith Lutheran Church 

308 2nd Street NW 

PO Box 358 

Dodge Center, MN  55927 

“Celebrating Faith in Christ by worshiping together and reaching out in love to all God’s people.” 

507-374-2174 

faithdc@frontiernet.net 

www.dcfaith.com 

 

Address Service Requested 

Weõre on the web  

www.dcfaith.com 

NEWSLETTER 
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