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God Gives Me Friends 
 

“Love each other.” 
(John 15:12) 

 
This month we will help your 

child: 
* 

Enjoy happy encounters with 
other children at church; 

* 
Associate God with happy ex-

periences with others. 

I Roll the Ball 
 

I roll the ball to you 

You roll the ball to me 

I can share the ball with you 

Because we’re friends, you see! 

Say and do this as you roll a ball with 
your child or as your child and a friend roll 

a ball back and forth. When you roll the 
ball, describe what you are doing. Say, I 
am rolling the ball to you. When your 
child rolls it back, say, You are rolling 
the ball to me. It’s fun to play with 

friends. God gives us friends. Friends 
love each other. 

Friends 
(Tune: “The Farmer in the Dell”) 

We can smile and wave. 

We can smile and wave. 

Because it’s fun to be with friends, 

We can smile and wave 

 
Sing this song as you play with your child 
or as your child plays alongside another 
child. Smile at your child. Point to your 

smile. Say, I am smiling at you. I like to 
see you smile. Friends smile at each 

other. Wave to your child. Say, I am wav-
ing to you. I like to see you wave, too. 
Sing the song several times to give your 
child time to smile or wave or anticipate 

what you will do. 

Babies 
 One of the first words a baby learns to 

recognize is his or her own name. 
Toward the end of the first year, a 
baby will sometimes show signs of 
having heard his or her name in the 
middle of normal conversation. Babies 
also enjoy hearing their names in a 
song. Almost any simple children’s 
song can easily be adapted to include 
your child’s name. 

 A cool breeze is always refreshing in 
August. Open a window or simply 
blow on your baby’s arm, cheek or 
hair to give your child a refreshing 
treat. 

 
 
 
 
  

Toddler  
 When holding your toddler in your lap, 

gently and briefly tickle his or her legs 
or feet. If your child shows enjoyment, 
join in the laughter. Talk about your 
enjoyment in playing with your child. 

 Do you have any clean, old clothes 
your toddler can use for “dressing 
up”? A hat, loose-fitting shirts or 
blouses, purses and scarves are fun 
for starters. A lightweight pair of your 
shoes or castoffs from an older child 
may also be included. Dress-up is 
much more fun when two are in-
volved, so try on the hat yourself be-
fore putting it on your child. Provide a 
mirror in which you can admire your-
selves. If your child resists the strange 
garments, that is all right too. Stay 
with a game only as long as it is fun 
for both of you. 
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Tips and Activities for parents of chil-
dren under two 

 

Do these activities with your child to con-
tinue the learning your child has experi-

enced at church 

DO IT!  

SING IT!  Little Activities for Little People  

On May 1, 2009, I was notified by Kay MacVey 
that we had reached our goal of more than $3 mil-
lion in food coupons that would be sent to our mili-
tary overseas. From February 1, 2009, members of 
our church had given a total of 1,674 coupons. I had 
mailed them all to Kay MacVey in Ames, Iowa. She 
and her friends sorted all the millions of coupons 
and mailed them to military people overseas to help 
them with the cost of food. We were among 144 
people from 38 states who contributed the coupons. 

As I had been a military wife, I can understand 
and appreciate people willing to help military fami-
lies and I know the coupons were gratefully ac-
cepted. Thanks to all who òclipped coupons!ó   

 
Pat Hilmers 

 

Clipping coupons 
for military  
families pays off 

Are you friendly? Do you like being the 

first smiling face someone sees  as they 

approach the Lordôs house? Then we 

need your help! More greeters are 

needed before the 9:30 service  to help 

welcome people. Please see 

Frank Thomason or Dottie 

Moore if you are inter-

ested!  

...that the chalices you might have seen 
around the church have special meaning 
for the Disciples of Christ? The chalice 
reminds us of how important commun-
ion with our Lord is, and the x-shaped 
cross is the cross of St. Andrew, which is a re-
minder that each person has a ministry and that 
sharing the Word is our mission! 

 

 

 


