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HAPPY NEW YEAR! 

S 
ometimes a new year brings with it new challenges. For Rob and I 
2012 will bring a move to Kent, as I begin to work in Canterbury 
Diocese. For Rob this will be a return to his roots. I will be licensed 

as Priest in charge of Bethersden, High Halden and Woodchurch on 
March 19th. My last Sunday in these parishes will be on February 26th, 
after my sabbatical.  

I have been in the parishes of Weston with Denton, Leathley, Farnley and 
Fewston with Blubberhouses for over eight years now and I feel the time 
has come to move on. I am proud of the fact that I have been able to work 
with local people to introduce Family Services and childrenõs work 
during the school holidays. Both the schools work and the Family 
Services have benefitted tremendously from the Otley Deanery Open the 
Book Scheme ð and some great fun has been had along the way. The 
church has a good relationship with both schools. I have enjoyed working 
ecumenically and will miss the mid-week Morning Prayer service. 

 

I am also pleased to have been chair of 
the PCC whilst the Heritage Centre 
was built and the visit of the 
Archbishop of York was wonderful. I 
was humbled to have the childrenõs 
work commended by him from the 
pulpit. The whole visit was a great 
honour for the parish. However there 
are undoubtedly unresolved issues to 
be addressed by the PCC.  

 

There are some very holy people in these parishes amongst whom it has 
been a privilege to live and work. I have learnt much about what a church 
can be. It has also been a privilege to be alongside folk at the high points 
of their lives ð weddings and baptisms ð as well as the lows such as 
funerals. 

I am looking forward to the challenge of working in parishes which are 
still rural but have bigger villages within them.  

I wish the parishes of the Washburn and Mid-Wharfe United Benefice all 
the best for the future. May God bless you all in 2012. 

 

With love, 
Sue 

DEADLINE for the next magazine: copy should be sent to: 

Elaine Stead, Northend, Timble, Otley, LS21 2NN,  
Email: elaine.stead@btinternet.com Tel: 01943 880646,  
by noon on Thursday, 19th January 2012. 

WASHBURN VALLEY 
AND MID-WHARFE 
CHURCHES  
MAGAZINE 
 
Clergy 
The Revd Sue Wharton 
Priest-in-Charge      Farnley, 
Leathley, Weston and Denton 

(On sabbatical in January.  
Contact our parish administrator, 
Rachel Boggs on 01943 467359 
or rcb@rboggs.plus.com ) 

The Revd Camilla Campling-
Denton Assistant Priest  
(Part-time) 
The Rectory, Leathley 
OTLEY LS21 2LF 

Tel: 0113 284 3744 

The Revd Michael Cleverley 
Honorary Assistant Priest 
Tel: 01943 851234 

Rev Tim Perkins 
Methodist Minister 

53, Prospect Road 
Burley-in-Wharfedale 
ILKLEY LS29 7PN 
Tel: 01943 862179 

rev.tim.perkins@btinternet.com 

Day-off: Friday 

Anglican Readers 

Mr John Charman 
Norwood Hall Cottage 
Norwood, OTLEY LS21 2RA 
Tel: 01943 466712 

His Honour Harry Walker 
Pond House, Askwith  
OTLEY LS21 2JN 
Tel: 01943 463196 

Mr Peter Wiggins 
32, Manley Road, Ben Rhydding 
ILKLEY LS29 8QP 
Tel: 01943 609599 

Norwood Retreat Centre 
Warden: Mrs Diane Coleman 
Chapel House, Norwood,  
OTLEY LS21 2RA 
Tel: 01943 464458 
norwoodchapel@tiscali.co.uk 



FROM THE  

PARISH REGISTERS: 

FARNLEY 

Funeral  28th November 
at Harrogate Crematorium 
Marie Turrell 

Marriage  10th December 
Elizabeth  Dawn Perris and 
Darren Clive Harris      

W ESTON  

Funeral     2nd December 
Colonel H Dawson 

FEWSTON  

Funeral  2nd December 
Gerald Harrison 
7th December 
Kenneth Ronald Lancaster 

Interment of Ashes  
11th December  
James Andrew (Jim) Noble 

LEATHLEY  
Interment of Ashes  
5th December Nellie Spink 
Funeral 19th December 
Francis Anthony Lisle (Tony) 
Kirby 
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THE METHODIST COVENANT SERVICE 

T he Covenant Service, often celebrated on the first Sunday of the 
year, is at the heart of Methodistsõ devotion and discipleship, and 

their dedication in working for social justice. In the service the 
Church joyfully celebrates God's gracious offer to Israel that "I will be 
their God and they shall be my people". This offer is then extended 
beyond Israel to all women and men in Jesus Christ, who also provides 
the supreme example of what it is to live in such a relationship with God. 

What God offers is a loving relationship. The Covenant is not a contract 
in which God and human beings agree to provide particular goods and 
services for each other! It is not something that we have to do to create a 
relationship with God. God has freely and graciously already made it 
possible. Rather, the Covenant is the means of grace by which we 
accept the relationship and then seek to sustain it. It is therefore not so 
much about getting into a relationship with God as it is about staying 
in it. It is not about acquiring a relationship with God, but living within 
the loving relationship that God has already offered us. 

God's gracious offer to us is therefore simultaneously a challenge. If God 
is committed to us, are we prepared to accept that as reality and 
commit ourselves in return to God? Even if we do choose to accept it, 
how can we manage to live out our commitment adequately, frail and 
human as we are?  

The New Testament suggests that as we join the group of those seeking 
to follow the way of Jesus, we respond to Godõs challenge with him and 
begin to share his relationship with God as Father. Within the group of 
disciples, this leads to his Spirit bubbling up in us as individuals, 
encouraging and enabling us to live out our side of the relationship (i.e. 
òwriting God's ways on our heartsó as Jeremiah 31 describes the Covenant). 

Origins of the Covenant Service 

This idea of Covenant was basic to John Wesley's understanding of 
Christian discipleship. He saw the relationship with God in Covenant 
as being like a marriage between human beings (both community and 
individuals) on the one side and God in Christ on the other (cf. 
Ephesians 5.21-33). His original Covenant Prayer involved taking Christ 
as "my Head and Husband, for better, for worse, for richer, for poorer, 
for all times and conditions, to love, honour and obey thee before all 
others, and this to the death".   

Wesley recognised that people needed not just to accept but also to 
grow in relationship with God. He therefore emphasised that Godõs 
grace and love constantly prompts and seeks to transform us, and so we 
should continually seek and pray to grow in holiness and love.  

Wesley saw the need for some regular ceremony which would enable 
people to open themselves to God more fully. He looked for some means 
of helping them to hear God's offer and challenge ever more deeply, and 
to allow God to prompt and enable them to respond. In 1755 Wesley 
created a form of service using the Puritan tradition of pastoral and 
spiritual guidance.  It linked personal devotion with corporate worship. 

All are welcome to share in a Covenant Service. One will be 
held at Norwood Chapel on January 15th at 2.30pm.  You will 
be welcome, whether you are sharing in a Covenant Service for 
the first time, have done it annually for many years, or simply 
want to watch what others do without taking part yourself.   

The service is a gift not a demand! And God will give you the 
grace to do it all. You are not alone!  

Methodist Church website 

Washburn Valley and Mid-
Wharfe Churches Magazine - 45p 
per copy, £5 per annum, £9 p.a 
by post. To receive the magazine 
by post contact Paul Howarth on 
01943 465076.  
Want to advertise? Call Richard 
Knockton on 0113 284 2288. 

é I am so sorry Vicar - but with all the 
snow this week - no-one has managed to 

get to church . . . 

http://methodism.org.uk/index.cfm?fuseaction=opentogod.content&cmid=1499


See, Amid the Winterõs Snow 

See, amid the winterõs snow 
Lots of cars that just wonõt go; 
It is not the driversõ fault ð 
Councils have run out of salt!
Here, we sit the whole night 
long! 
Where have all the snow-
ploughs gone? 
If weõd known weõd be delayed 
Weõd perhaps have a brought 
a spade! 

Say, ye cheerful children, say 
Why arenõt you in school today? 
ôWe are skating round and round 
ôCos the heatingõs broken down! 
ôYes, the heatingõs gone beserk! 
ôMum has missed a day at 
work! 
ôThough sheõs cross and seems 
on edge, 
ôWe can ride upon our sledge!õ 

Sages on the weather-show 
Said the sun would surely glow, 
And, said they, we may be sure 
Of a glorious day in store! 
But they missed a detail, small 
And the snow did thickly fall! 
But the met-men feel no shame - 
Their computer takes the blame! 

Nigel Beeton 
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ASKWITH VILLAGE DOMINO 
EVENING 

November 19th saw this popular 
event in the Village Hall. A 
delicious supper was served, 
followed by the tombola draw and 
we raised £179. Thanks to all who 
attended and those who helped. 

 

CAKE STALL AT THE CLARKE 
FOLEY CENTRE IN ILKLEY 

Weston and Dentonõs Events 
Committee were granted a table at 
the Homemakers Christmas Fayre 
on November 26th. We were very 
pleased to raise just over £100 for 
our two churches. Many thanks to 
all who helped. 

Mary Booth 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

CAROL SINGING 
AROUND LEATHLEY, 

STAINBURN AND CASTLEY 

A big thank you to all who gave so 
generously towards Leathley 
Church, to the merry band of carol 
singers who gave their time, 
braved the weather and sang their 
hearts out, and to everyone who 
gave very welcome refreshments. 

We raised £426, wonderful-thank 
you. 

Margaret Ainsley 

 
I wish to say a big thank you to all 
who have given me work during 
our stay in Askwith. Thanks also 
for those you who have supported 
Sue over the years and appreciated 
her ministry. We look forward to 
moving to some vibrant Christian 
communities. 

Rob Wharton 

NEWS FROM NORWOOD 

N orwood is hosting a Carol Service with 
Communion on January 1st this year, to which 

everyone from all the Mid-Wharfe and Washburn  
churches are welcome.  

The  Covenant Service is on Sunday January 15th  and there is a United 
Valley (5th Sunday) service on January 31st. 

All three services are at 2.30pm. 

                             Diane Coleman 

MORNING PRAYERS  

Wednesday at 9.45am for 15mins  
in Timble Chapel 

January 11th & 25th 

Drop in and start the day in prayer.   

There will be no prayers at Denton for the time 
being and prayers will be at Timble every 2nd 
and 4th Wednesdays of the month.  

Subscriptions for the 
magazine are now due. The 
subscription is £5 for those 
magazines delivered by hand. 
Please pay this to your 
distributor. If you are in any 
doubt about who this is please 
email the Editor. 
Thank you. 



T he next coffee morning  in 
the Robinson Library is on 

Wednesday, January 11th, 
between 10.30am and noon. 
Everyone is welcome. Any larger 
groups, please telephone ahead of 
time to ensure you are expected!  

Helen Darcy 880852 

A message from Penny Burchell 
Crooksñ 

òThank you to everyone for their 
contributions for the raffle and 
for their help at the Christmas 
Coffee Morning. £150 was raised 
for Library Funds.ó 

 

RAG RUGGING 

Washburn Heritage Centre, 
Saturday, 21st January, from 2 to 
4.00pm, an afternoon of rag 
rugging and prodding, by popular 
demand following the enjoyable 
session with Heather in 
November.  

Please come along, bring a friend 
if you are interested in joining 
this group.  Tea and cakes 
included, £3.00.  

To register, email Anne at 
centre@washburnvalley.org or 
call 01943 880794 

  

Remember that  

Triumph is just a little  

ôumphõ added to ôtryõ.  

WI PARTY 

I  n December we held our Christmas Party 
which was well attended. The Committee 

provided the food and we were entertained by 
The Farnley Estate Young Farmers  who came to 
carol sing . This year they were singing to raise 
funds for The Macmillan Nurses. We enjoyed the 

carols and members were able to chose their favourite. 

Members received their 2012 programme with  a questionnaire which 
hopefully they will complete and return at the January meeting.  

On January 11th at 7-30pm we welcome Paul Teasdale who will give 
us an insight into his life in textiles from apprentice to production 
director. Paul was the Production Director at one of our local mills in 
Thornton, Bradford. Hostesses for the January meeting are Daphne 
Baxter and Joan Jefferson. 

We always welcome new members and invite any woman who would 
like to visit to come to one of our meetings. We meet in Leathley 
Village Hall, on the second Wednesday of the month at  
7-30pm. Further details can be obtained from our president, Gail 
Teadale, 07733 297040 or myself 01423 734543. 

Pat Headley 
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FARNLEY ESTATE 

COFFEE MORNINGS AT THE  
ROBINSON LIBRARY, TIMBLE 

Come and join Fewston Ladies.  
We meet at 7.30pm at Fewston 
Parochial Hall unless stated 
otherwise on the programme. 
Always a warm welcome!  

For further details please ring: 
Margaret Ainsley 01943 462261 
Shirley Dawson 01423 770281 
Sheila Herbert 01943 468741 
Ann Johnson 01943 880000 
Gillian Knox 01943 880362 

Membership only £10 pa. Visitors 
are very welcome £2 a meeting. 

 

2012 Programme 

January 17th   Cookery Demo: 
Helen Darcy & Dawn Meeks 

February 21st     Photographic Tour 
of New Zealand: Tony 
Burkitt 

March 20th       Morris Dancingñ
Hear about it & Have a Go! 

April 17th         Victorian Way of 
Death: Richard Good  

May 17th         THURSDAY Trip 
around Farnley  

June 19th        Origin of Place 
names: Gillian Waters 

July 17th         Horticap at 
Robinson Library 

August 21st         James Herriot 
story: John Gilleghan  

September 18th Cash in your 
Attic! Bring your antiques ! 

October 16th    Thrills & Spills of 
my Life on TV: Nicola Down 

November 20th  Itõs a Wrap!  
Learn how to be Wrapping 
Experts!: Sue Dunn  

December 11th  Christmas Dinner  

mailto:centre@washburnvalley.org
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To kick-start the fundraising for our planned renovations 

Leathley Village Hall Committee  

is pleased to announce 

Last Friday 
a new supper club to be held on the last Friday of each month. 

£10 per head for a 2 course hot supper 

Bring your own bottle, or decent ôhouseõ wine is available  
at a reasonable cost. 

Friday 27th January at 7.30 pm 

For tickets please contact Judi Pennington by noon on Wednesday 25th 
January on: 01943 461972 or judipennington@aol.com 

WHATõS ON  
at the WASHBURN 
HERITAGE CENTRE 

 
January Events:  
 

*   YOU MUST BOOK FOR ALL            

HERITAGE CENTRE EVENTS      * 

Saturday 14th January 

Stained glass window making 
demonstration by Debbie 
Power 2-3.30pm. £5 for 
Washburn Society Members 
£6 for nonðmembers. 
Refreshments included. 

Tuesday 17th January 

Wassailing  
Learn to sing one or two 
examples of  this traditional 
folk music; then try your 
skills at a nearby house 
where you will be rewarded 
with apple cake and cider, or 
similar refreshment. 7pm at 
the Centre. £7.50 for 
Washburn Society members 
£9 for non-members. 

Wednesday 25th January  

Heritage Coffee morning 
10.30am ð 12noon      £3. 
Come along and explore 
some of your family history 
and share memories of local 
inns and pubs. 

Saturday 28th January 

The Pugin windows of Bolton 
Abbey. Malcolm Parsons 
talks about these special & 
in t e re s t in g  wind o ws .  
2-3.30pm. £5 for Washburn 
Society members, £6 for non 
members. Refreshments 
included.  

TEAROOM OPEN 11AMñ4PM ON 
Sundays  inc. January 1st 

More details on: 
www.washburnvalley.org  

* BOOKING:  c o n t a c t  A n n e 
Wigglesworth ð Heritage 
Deve lopm ent  Of f ic e r  a t     
cent re@ washburnval ley .org    
or phone 01943 880794. 

THE QUEENõS DIAMOND JUBILEE 

A skwith Village Hall Committee invites all residents of Weston, 
Askwith, Denton and surrounding areas to an informal meeting 

at Askwith Village Hall on Tuesday 7th February at 8-00 pm. 

This will be more of a social occasion than a 
meeting to discuss ideas for celebrating the 
Queenõs Diamond Jubilee in the villages. 

Bring your own bottle and have an enjoyable 
and productive evening. 

Malcolm Spence       Village Hall Chairman 
 

LOWER WASHBURN JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS 

I  f you would be interested in having your say 
about how we celebrate the Queenõs 

Diamond Jubilee in June this year (or even help organise it!) then 
please come along to a meeting in Leathley on Tuesday 10th January 
at 7.30 p.m. 

Please contact either Judi Pennington on 01943 461972  or Anne Wood 
on 0113 284 3109 for further details. 

Leathley Parish Rooms 

 

The residents of       are invited to an 
Leathley, Farnley,         

Lindley, Stainburn and 
     Castley  

Open Meeting 
 

to be held on Monday 20th February at 7.30pm 

 

Following the plans having been passed for a major refurbishment of 
the rooms, the committee would like your views on how best we can 

meet the needs of the local community.  
We would welcome input from anyone who has  

fundraising experience. 

Paul Howarth   
Chairman 

mailto:judipennington@aol.com

