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Everybody has a Story
Ps 66, Luke 17:11-19

| can only imagine that whe@BS Evening Newgroducers told Steve Hartman
about his new assignment, he was more than skeptima want me to throw darts
at a map of the U.S., and then point to a randomenia the phonebook to find the
topic of my story? The idea may have sounded g&dout Steve Hartman'’s
“Everybody Has a Story’segment is now a tried and true part of the exenin
news!

You would think that only a few people randomlyeséd by darts and phone
book pointing would be interesting. Incredibly, ewveingle person (even those
who insist that they are too boring) has had arnzargastory to tell, trials and
tribulations, and blessings along the way.

One story that | remember so well is that of 71rydd widow Gloria Preuss,

from Elkalala, Montana (November 2002). At firsagte her life seems very
ordinary. She makes pies, does crosswords, anceasnisiwe phone at the propane
company. But this woman was transformed by Godgsgyr In the first year of her
marriage, Gloria gave birth to a baby boy namedi?l®ne day she left him
napping in his crib, and ran next door for justiaute. She didn’t know that the
stove had not been turned off. The fire took hend@nd her baby. But when she
asked God for forgiveness, she says, she receigdts @Qrace. She tried
unsuccessfully to have more children for the ney¢&rs, then finally another
experience of grace. She adopted a beautiful baby.a is her pride and joy
and the mother of Gloria’s three beloved grandcandWho knew this quiet
unassuming woman had such a story of grace?

A few weeks ago there was a far more common stbfgther and son, from
South America. A farming father disowned his rabab teenaged son because he
was determined to become a writer, not a farmee.t€enaged boy went to live on
the streets, making his own way in the world, ndgesee his father again, but
always longing for his approval. The father diddreely death, never reconciling
with his son. When Steve Hartman found him, thelsahrecently visited his
father’s grave, and tearfully hoped his dad wowgloud because despite his
struggles, he had not only made it through higloskibut also through college,
with a degree in writing.



Many years ago, ten men with Hansen’s disease, affeering in a leper’s colony

sequestered from their friends and family, appredclresus—begging for healing.
When Jesus told them to go show themselves tortastp

they knew they would be healed. As they ran towlaedTemple,

they saw their skin being made new. Overcome wistitgde, one of them,

a Samaritan, ran back to Jesus to praise and thantor his healing, and his new
life.

Psalm 66is about a bigger story of God’s mercy and grace.

The story of the Exodus from Egypt,

when the people escaped and God parted the Red Sea.

It's the story of their wandering in the wilderndss 40 years,

but God provided them bread, or manna from heaveryealay, quail,

water from the rocks, a pillar of smoke and onérefto guide them to the
promised land, 10 commandments to give them instricblessings untold.
These blessings in the wilderness were so mearningfu

they were told and retold for centuries to come.

The truth is thaeverybody has a story.

A story of pain and suffering, and a story of dtate.

Everyone has been throughvdderness just like the people of God.

And it is in the wilderness times that we are giegtraordinary blessings.
like the parting of the seas, the manna from heawewater from the rock,
like the 10 commandments.

Sometimes thenost tragic livesare filled with the most evidence of God.
Many famous hymn writers suffered enormous persoizds.

The famous hymn “Now Thank We All Our God” was wett by a German
Lutheran Pastor namédartin Rinkart, who was a pastor during the 30 years watr,
and the plague of 1637.

During the plague he had up to over 100 funeraleek, including one for his

own wife. Yet he continued to lead in worship, batmued to see God’s hand at
work, he continued to give thanks to God for blegsi When he city was taken
over by Swedes and given an unjust tax, he pexesith a prayer vigil, and the
Swedish commander was so impressed they withdrewash Even in the worst of
life,

Martin believed in the grace of God, and he alwad praise and thanks for God.



If we don’t gointo the wilderness times,

| believe we don’t experience the same kind of $fegs

Because what need do you have for manna from heaven

if you are comfortably living in your own home?

It is only when you are wandering in the wildernessay from comfortable
surroundings that you need God to provide your fimodning after morning!

What need do you have fasaterfrom the rocks, if you have your own water?
It is only when you are thirsty and you cannot fandiay to quench it
that you need this provision from the Lord.

In the same way, in our own lives, it is only whea arepoor and in need
that we realize how much we need God’s provision!

It is only when we arevanderingaround lost in our own lives

that we realize how much we need God'’s direction!

Only when we ard@urting and hopeless

that we realize how much we need God’s help ané&hop

We don't all need to know leprosy, or an escapmfEgypt,
We each have ouwn story....

If you everdoubt that you have a stoyy

open up the middle of your Bible and read the Psalm

Read far enough and you'll find your own story.

The Psalms are a universal, powerful little pragekoof The Bible.

They are the prayers of ordinary people who expedesxtraordinary tragedy,
victory, and grace. They are the cries and prasegople like you and me.
They are so inspiring because they are so reatlawd to earth.

The sorrow is honest. The anger is without apolddne gratitude is without
condition. They are songs of the heart, songsithf,fand hope against all odds.

We could each ba psalmist.

God has done something amazing in your life.

We may not consider it remarkable,

we might not think it worthy of CBS evening news,

but we each have an extraordinary story

We each have something to share because God’s lggiad@een shared with us.



The question is-where is God parting the sea in our lives
Where is God giving usianna from heaven®ater from a rock?
Where and when is God giving gsidance from on highHope or healing?

While the world tells stories of fear and destroictiday after day,
we have a life-saving story to tell, the good news
of what Jesus has done in our lives.

While the world reports stories of despair, we réptories of grace.

Some people can't believe that everyone Steve Harimterviews has an
incredible story to share, but we know that evemngle person has a story because
no life is too simple or too ordinary for the loard grace of God.

Each one of us has a storya story that can inspire and encourage others—
because God is at work in our lives.

We might be walking through a valley, or testea ifire, but God is good,

and God still offers us grace.

We might need to cry out Psalm 42 before we cagp sut Psalm 66,

but we have evidence of God’s power in the pagesipfives.

Gratitudeis part of knowing and telling our story.

Because our story includes the story of God’s loveis.

We have reason to celebrate and rejoice,

even though we may also suffer and struggle.

We can be grateful because nothing can separdtermgshe love of God,
because we have been saved by Jesus Christ.

We each have a special story to tell,

and something to be grateful for!

The question is whether we will be like the nineowhn on to the Temple;
lepers who just kept running after Jesus heale the

Or will we be like theone Samaritan

And run back to Jesus, to give praise and thankisémg healed?

It's easy to say we’ll run back, especially if reghfrom something so dramatic,
But sometimes the blessings are small, a sunset &dnt of laughter there,

A smile from a friend, a hug from a neighbor, agaoday of Sunday worship.
Will we show our gratitude to God thén



| hope so.

For when the Samaritan returned to Jesus, he said

‘your faith has made you well’.

Interesting, because he had already healed hilmedéprosy.

But the words fomade you welblon’t have to do with physical healing,
They mean salvation. Gratitude is about living aurt salvation.
Gratitude is about living out our new life as Chass.

Be grateful and you will have new life. You wiéally live.

Who doesn’t want that?

If Peter and Paul started throwing darte heaven, and they randomly choose you
to share a story from your life, what would you3&yhat is your story?

Where has God been at work in your life?
You don’t need to wondef you have a story to telbecause yodo.
God has been and will be at work in your life.

Sowhat is your story?

Is it something that you've missed before,

or that you just now realize is God’s work?

Is it something you called luck or coincidence—
but now you realize it's the Holy Spirit?

Just think how much the world needs to hear yoanyst
It might just be the turning point

in the life of someone you know,

or in yourvery own heart

May God help us all to hear the stories of grace,
And live lives of gratitude. Amen.



