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Words of Life
Psalm 119:97-104

My friend Lynda just returned from a mission trighwVV.E.T. Net to Mongolia.
They work with families in the rural areas of Moligdo improve the care of their
livestock, the very thing that keeps these faméilege.
But they also delivered Mongolian Bibles, tauglatsses, worshiped, held
retreats, and stayed with local residents to stherstory of Jesus Christ.

Lynda says the rural Mongolian people are hungrydod’'s Word, something that
Is rare here in the U.S., where there are so m#drer entertainments and
distractions.
Life in rural Mongolia is lived in a small hut, witan outhouse beside, and a
working farm. A small stove inside the hut burnsogd@uring the day and
coal at night, for cooking and warmth in the sutbzemperatures near the
border of Russia. Life is simple, and it can beshar
Depression, alcoholism, and domestic violence anencon problems
in these villages, and the story of a loving Saisayood news indeed.
A Holy Book like the Bible is truly a Godsend, ala@med gift of life
to a people looking for hope in an often dreanstrce.

Lynda was especially moved and refreshed whileihggal women'’s retreat and
studying Philippians 4 with these humble women. ppassages were about
rejoicing, giving thanks in all circumstances, @ng all things to God in
prayer. After studying the verses, she asked thirdlg interpreter, what does this
mean to you? And she expected something rather idameilike for them to talk
about how hard it is to really do these things....

instead the leader of the women spoke up and ‘8&ll], it seems very

simple. God asks us to do it, God will give us dbdity to do it—

SO we’'re going to rejoice, give thanks, and pray! “

She was amazed to find such excitement and acaeptanGod’'s Word.
Such a refreshing attitude about our Holy Book.



Unfortunately here in America, where almost evegybas a Bible readily
available to them, and churches are found on neadyy corner,
we take it for granted.

Gallup Polls recently announced that 40% of Amerscdon’t know basics about
any of the Holy Books of major religions, espegalie Bible.
Over 40% did not know the first four books of theviNTestament.
(ABC news even tested the theory on people leaviags).
Can you name them? Matthew, Mark, Luke, and J&Nhat about
where Jesus was born? Remember the little tovidetiflehem?
How about the first book of the Bible? Genesis.

Ever seerfJaywalking” with Jay Leno? They are always able to stump eopl
with questions about the Bible like
who was Moses? Oh yea—a big King?
Or what did Noah build? The Temple?

It's unfortunate because so much of our culturedaded in scripture, and we don’t
even realize it because we've lost the practicjtudying it—
we’ve lost the practice of studying it as Christidoo,
even those who are in the church doors every trag'te open!

We have a greateficit in knowing God’s Word,

Which means we are missing out on a part ofrelationship with God,
A vital part of our relationship with Jesus Christ!
It's like trying to develop a friendship, withoubrversation....

You see we believe that the Bible is more thanguSbod Book.
And, it's more than factuahformation—What does that mean?
This book is the inspired Word of God, written thgh human hands
It has been translated from original Greek and E\gbr.now we read it in
English. It's far too rich to take every word ligdly, it's deeper than that, we
read it as a whole, we interpret it together, welgtand study, and keep
studying...Because....We believe THE BIBLEARIVE.

Hebrews 4:12 says it this wahe word of God is living and active, sharper than
any two-edged sword, piercing until it divides sfsam spirit, joints from marrow;
it is able to judge the thoughts and intentionghefheart.



Unlike the words of other sacred books,
the words of the Bible were not just handed dowscimeone—
we believe they are thH& ORDS OF a LIVING GOD.

We believe that these words h&@ad’s power

Remember how God created the world?
God SPOKEand it came into being...
Genesis 1 sayand God said, ‘let there be light’ and there waghti....
Each new bit of creation—God speaks, and it happen
God’s WORDS have power.

So much so that God’s Word is evagrsonified..
In the person of Jesus Christ.
John doesn’t open his gospel with the Nativity wtemstead he starts
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word wals @itd, and the Word was
God.

To the early Jews the worlVORD” was more than just a noun
They believed that “word” meant action—it was sammgg that happened,
the way that God’s word created the world.

So it makes sense fdesusto be known as the Word.

In the gospel of John the word for word_@gos in Greek..
Logos is word, logic, reason, wisdom that makesatbdd work.
It is the meaning in the universe.

So theBible is the Word,
andJesusis the Word,
and the Word is where we find
reason, wisdom, and meaning!
This book is literally ALIVE—Iiving and active, ablto bring meaning to our
lives.

Just as our words reveal ourselves to others,
God’s Word reveals the mind of God to us.

The Bible is a way God relates to us,
the way God communicates with us...it is God’s wandfj it is ALIVE



Not only is the Bible alive because it's God’s word

The Bible is alive because you can NEVER GET TO THHRID OF IT.

As the psalmist saystHe grass withers, the flowers fade, but the wdirtthe Lord
stands forevet....Psalm 119:89 says ‘your word O Lord, is eternal

It's kind of like getting to know someone,
getting to know your Bible takes a lifetime.
There’s always more to each sentence,
deeper meanings behind every story.
It doesn’t matter how many times you read it,
you can always get something more,
something new from the words.

Regardless of how many times you read it, ther@iays more to learn.
Consider the story of the prodigal son—
one time you read it and you're touched by the igald
but another time you notice how amazing the faiker
another time you might understand the elder son.

Same withPsalm 23...
Think of all the treasures in each and every verse...

The Bible is alive... the more you read it, the mpoa want to read it.
It keeps talking to us, revealing more and moreuaksnd.

Martin Luther put it this wayThe Bible is alive, it speaks to me;
it has feet, it runs after me; it has hands, itddnpld of me.

Did you know that the entirésalm 119s about God’s word?
It describes what God’s word does in our live22nsections, one for each letter
of the Hebrew alphabet.
| encourage you to read through it this week.
Verse 9 sayshow can a young person keep his way pure?
By living according to your word.’
Verse 28 saylly soul is weary, strengthen me with your word.
Verse 98 sayyour words make me wiser
than my enemies’



Psalm 119 reminds us that
God’s Word bringsvisdom, understanding, it keeps us on the rightipat
God’s word has the power tonvict us-
To show us where we have fallen short, and
Where we need to grow in faith.

We read a story like th@ood Samaritan
And we realize that we have been like the priests
who passed by the injured man on the side of tad.ro

God’s word also has the poweruplift and encourageus—if we are willing to
put ourselves right into the words.

Considensaiah 43—put your name into these words,

and hear what God says to you.

But now thus says the Lord, he who created yolwgdh) he who formed
you, O Israel: Do not fear, for | have redeemed;\Jdwave called you by name,
you are mine. 2 When you pass through the watevdl be with you; and through
the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; when wailk through fire you shall not
be burned, and the flame shall not consume yowr3 &m the Lord your God, the
Holy One of Israel, your Savior... you are preciausniy sight, and honored, and |
love you...

What aboufhilippians 4:13?
| (put your name here), can do all things throGdpinist who strengthens me.

Psalm 119 reminds us that God’s wan@hsforms us.
We need this book.
It's not just information—it’s a story of God’s levfor all creation.
It's a loveLETTER from God—
St. Augustine said the scriptures are
‘our letters from Home’

Have YOU ever considered God’s Word a letter to YYOU

Psalm 119 reminds us that God’s Word is our word
We need this book.
We need to read it as our ofamily album,
The stories of our ancestors of faith.



Because these words are alive,
we need to OPEN OUR HEARTS to it.

| love what | read about a man who said he had ixezk
no inspiration from the Bible although
he had “gone through it several times.”
“Let it go through youonce,” replied his friend,
“then you will tell a different story!”

If we let the Biblego through us
If we open our hearts and minds to it...
we can meet and know the God who lives within #ggs. Have You?

And it starts byreading one word, one sentence, one page at a time
Little by little letting God’s words sink into yowsoul.
And the more you read, the more you’ll want tade..

Do you want to have th#esire to readhe Bible?
Start reading just a bit at a time.

Do you want to hunger for its knowledge and power?
Keep on reading.

If you don’t understandwhat’s happening....
Go to a commentary or a concordance. Use a stinlg.B
Go to an online Bible and look for more infornaati

If you can’t find the timeto read the Bible.
Start with just a few sentences a day...
the gospels, or the psalms.
Or one of these wonderf@ne Year Bibles—

And most importantlywhen you get stuck, or busy, or bored,
Turn the page, and keep on reading!
Because this is not just a good book.



There’s a saying about the Bible....

“This Book is the mind of God, the state of humaritie way of salvation.... Read
it to be wise, believe it to be safe, practic@ibé holy. It contains light to direct
you, food to support you, and comfort to cheer ytoig.the traveler's map, the
pilgrim’s staff, the pilot's compass, the Christimcharacter. ..... Read it slowly,
frequently, prayerfully. It is a mine of wealthparadise of glory, and a river of
pleasure. Follow its precepts and it will lead ytouCalvary, to the empty tomb, to
a resurrected life in Christ; yes, to glory itsdthy eternity.---author unknown

Friends, hear the good news of the gospel
This life-changing book is ALIVE.
May we have the courage and strength to go tdothok
To keep reading its pages
To trust its wisdom and strength. Amen.



