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Good News!
Luke 1:26-38

One mother in Michigan asked her children whatcedlesof the Advent wreath
symbolize, and 7 year old Luke started out rightvelgoy, peace....and 6 year old
Elise finished the sentence...peaaerd quiet

That would be nice this time of year.

Instead we find ourselves surrounded by lights,eras) and action!
Plenty of preparations and celebrations....

even if our hearts, even if deep down inside oairtse

we have no peace and quiet.

Even if life is reallywery hardfor us this Christmas.

Jeremy Basset of OKC tells about his 5 yr old niacel her nativity play. Niece
Olivia was an angel, her friend Claire was playiWtary....and before the show a
young boy was walking around behind the stage gdyim a sheep what are
you?’. Olivia proudly declared, “I am an angel”. Which he said, “it's hard being
a sheep, you know” and he went on to Claire, apdatd the question to her,
“I'm a sheep, what are you?”. Claire said simplyn“Mary.”

“It's hard being a sheep you know”, he said, vallithe seriousness of a 5
year old amateur actor.

Claire’s equally serious response was humorousijopnd.

Yes, said Claire, innocently, ‘but itadso hardbeing a virgin, you know.”

We smile, but she is right.

Mary is a reahero,

And she has received too little attention from ustéstants,
For Mary is an ultimate example of faith and trasGod!

Talk aboutdifficulties in life....here she was a young merely engaged girl,
Told she will soon become pregnant...by the Holy i&pimwith the Son of God!
If that doesn’t get the neighbors talking, | ddiribw what will.

She was in danger of being stoned for adultery,
of being tossed aside by family and friends,



of being not a blushing bride, but a forgotten wiaid—
the crazy one who thought she had a vision from.God

What she was hearing was simplimpossible
A virgin birth?
The Son of God?

Have you ever had those moments?
When life presents you with thpossibl€
Are you facing some right now?

The holidays seem to make hardships much moreyainf
There’s so much pressure to have everything lodkfesl good at Christmas.
When in reality no one’s life is perfect.

We all have those hurts thHatirt even morethis time of year....
The empty seats at the table,

The bad news at the office,

The marriages that are strained,

the families that are struggling,

The checkbooks that can’t stretch to the end ofbath.

And some situations juseem hopeless....

| remember having toommitmy loved one to a facility during his addiction to
meth. It was the best and hardest thing we had torchim, heartbreaking,
devastating....wondering if he could get clean timet...

| remember hearing the news that gistfriend in college had late stage breast
cancer....and a friend in seminary needed surgerg fwain tumor.
Overwhelming to say the least....

We all face thosenpossible situations-the moments when we think
There’s no way out....no way to make it through....opd....

These were surely the thoughts runniimgpugh Mary’s mind
After the angel told her the plan....you a virginhgive birth,
Your barren aunt is now 6 months pregnant,

No way, impossible, it can’t happen!



Maybe that's why the angel startedth those famous words,

The same kind of comforting words we hear througléad’s word
Greetings. the Lord is with you...

Do not be afraid...you’ve found favorwith God....

The angel gave words of reassurabetrethe situation truly sank in....

And after she knew the impossible situation,
Then camenore importantwords from God
words we all need to hear and believe when facéd auir own hard times.

Listen to them again:

For nothing will be impossible with God.

So often we get stuck at the impossible impasse.

We give up right in the middle of the mess,

giving into the depression, the desperation, tispaie....and we go no further.

But Mary didn’t stop there.
She heard what God had to say next.

Do we?
Do we hear what God has to say to us, next?
Do we even hear what God says tofuist?

Amidst all the hustle and bustle of the holiday,

All the worry and hurry of our lives, our jobs, diamilies,

That voice of God can easily be drowned out by shao

And we just might miss it..Greetings, the Lord is with you....
Do not fear, you have found favor with God.

It's there for us, that voice of God.

And when we too are faced with the impossible,
The very same words.....are waiting there for us.....
Nothing will be impossible with God.

Will we stop to hear those words?
Will we trust in them, and believe?

Miracles happen every day,
And not just for other people.



My loved oneaddicted to methwent through rehab twice, and now is the most
sober, fun, successful and thoughtful man you'd eweet. He helps teens and
adults get into the workforce and turn their liagsund.

My girlfriend in college had a double mastectomy and is alidayo
My friend in seminary after weeks of tests and prayers, found her tumor
mysteriously disappeared on the final MRI befor@rsurgery.

| just heard from another pastor that a yotrogbled couplethat | married 11
years ago, is now still happily married with a @yeld precious daughter, and
they have now become active in church.

Will we hear and believe the words we need?

Listen to the good news:

Nothing will be impossible with God.

Mary heard and believed.

She believed it enough to say,

Here am |, the servant of the Lord, let it be with according to your word.

Maybe it's something we should incorporate into daily prayersthis Advent,
Something to say in thear as we drive,

or with ourchildren when they go to bed.

Nothing will be impossible with God.

Friends, this is th&ood Newsof the gospel for us today,
The Good News of the gospel for us tAbvent
God’s message to Mary....is God’'s messagésto

Nothing will be impossible with God. That's Goo@&WMs we can all use. Amen.



