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Like a Child
Matthew 18:1-4

Children didnot hold a special place in the heart of adults at the binkesus.
They were little more than slightly valuable prageif they were male children.

But they did hold aery special placen the heart of Jesus.

When Jesus’ own disciples wondered who was thaggeamong them,
Jesus brought a child before them and told thelmaio----

look at this child---become like this---

because whoever becomes humble like this child

Is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.

It was not what they were expecting.

Jesus took a little person witlo respecfor any status or privilege,
someone totallgependenupon others,

someonamazedy life itself---

and said—this, this is your example for greatneske kingdom of heaven.

And it's still our example for faith today.

Why?

Why should we become child-like in our faith?

There are plenty afhildish qualities we don’t need to have....

God doesn’t want us to become childish.
No, God wants us to become child-like in our faith.

First think about th&onderof children.
Kids have an incredible sense of wonder.



Every Sunday they are amazed at what | am bringinthem in the treat basket.
They marvel at the beauty of life,

like bunnies in the yard, and butterflies in thetgard at Pentecost.

And of course they know that tla@swers to life’smost important questions,
are usually ‘God’ and ‘Jesus'.

In the fall of 2005, 8-year-old Briton NordemeyéBosandon, South Dakota,

lost her tooth. Briton had heard about the victiohdiurricane Katrina, and

wanted to help the little children who lost alltb&ir possessions. So, she decided
to donate the money the tooth fairy would bringHer missing tooth to the local
chapter of the Red Cross.

Instead of waiting for the tooth fairy to arrivegwever, Briton mailed her tooth to
the Red Cross. She included a letter explainingdesire, and her confidence that
the tooth fairy would render payment upon arrival.

When news about Briton's generosity reached théqube Red Cross received a
$500 donation from an anonymous donor who had h#edtory and wanted to

help provide a fairy-tale endingam O'Neal, St. Charles, lllinois; source: Todd t4gt$500
Tooth Saves the Day," Ignite Your Faith (June 20p641

Kids are alsdwumble

By this | mean that they are usually oblivious t&tiss, hard work, & money,

The little ones don’t care that | went to Princetongot up at 5:30 to prepare for
worship, or how much money | make....they just wartté¢ar stories and love.

You know how Jesus says whoever welcomes a chitdyimamewvelcomes me
Know people you just can’t stand because you ayagattention to their status,
or work (or lack of), or their money (or lack of)?

Well, just imagine these people who anger or repuis frustrate you,

Imagine them as smiling cooing little babies, aldiing toddlers.

Isn’t it easier to welcome them if this is how ysee them?

Isn’t it interesting that God came to earth in flesh as daby?
Pretty humble.

Kids are not just full olvonder, and blissfullyhumble,
They are alsdependent
They can’t make it in this world all alone. And yhienow it.



(they may protest with lots of ‘I do it myself'ubultimately they are dependent).
Jesus himself entered the planet completely retiarilary and Joseph.

Kids want to have big peopte lean on, to trust,

to love, to hold onto in life.

They want role models, and mentors,

stories to live by, and people who will hold themand hold them accountable.

So what abowyou?

Could you use a little morgonder, humility,

and trustin something beyond yourself? | could!
Not exactly what you hear advertised on TV.....
But definitely what we hear from our Savior Jesus.

After all, He’s theone who said

The last shall be first, and the first shall be.las

Whoever wants to be first, shall be servant of all.

Those who lose their lives will find them, and tbagho find will lose.

What about you?
Do you need to take time to be amazed at the vavddnd you?
To marvel at the twinkle lights on the tree, or big moon in the sky?

Do you need to bblind to the powermoney or privilege of people,
And just see them as little children for once?

Do you need tdrust in Goda little bit more?

Hold onto God, look up for a role model, a mentor,

Look to the Bible for some stories to live by, wmuy church family for some
people who will hold you up and hold you accourg&bl

Who isgreatestn the kingdom of heaven?
Whoever becomes humble like a child is the greatetste kingdom....
whoever welcomes a child in Jesus’ name welconsmssJe

And what do we lookorward to in heavef?

A day when the wolf will live with the lamb,

The leopard will lie down with the kid,

The calf and the fatling together....and a littlel¢hvill lead them...... (Isaiah
11:6)



