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Pentecost

Got Spirit?
Acts 2:1-21

| read a wonderful little prayer for beginning arsen this week:
"O God, take my lips and speak through them.
Take our minds and think through them.
Take ourhearts and set them on fire

Our lives as Christians are so ofteatered-dowrversions of what they could be. All
too often we live akikewarm, mediocrdollowers of Jesus

Who show up at church on Sunday, and when Mondésyamund we tend to

fall back into our old routines....

Relying on ourselves, instead of God
Living for self, instead of living for Christ,
Living without direction,
instead of following our God-given purpose.

And theresult?
Worry, anxiety, fear, momentary happiness herethece,
But overall a lack of lasting joy.

Jesus knew thisbout us....when He promised to send us the HolygtSpi
He knew that after his death his followers woutdtémpted to live
As though they hadn’t learned everything He tadigém.

So instead he promised them His Spirike-Holy Spirit.
The Bible tells us in the Gospel of John,
Exactly what the Spirit is---our
Advocate, Counselor, Comforter, and Guide.
And when Jesus ascended to heaven, he sent thie Spir
to live within us.

Jesus’ cousinjohn the Baptistforetold the coming of this Spirit.

He said that Jesus would come and baptize hmaells with fire!

The message God has for us today is all abeimg on fire
Having an inner, holy fire---ignited by the Holypi8t.
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Life can all too easily become just a series dfezitackluster, or highly stressed
days, one after another,
The weekend might be a highlight,
but then it’'s back to the same old same old,
week after week after week.....

Unless...unless we allow God’s Spirit to work in us,
To do more than just get us some good feelingSwday,
But to actuallychange what we think and do and feel
Monday through Saturday!

We don't talk about the Holy Spirit as often as we should—
Even though the Spirit is God, the mysterious pathe Trinity
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

We claim belief in this Spirit every time we sag thpostle’s Creed.
We know from the Bible that the Spirit was broughtis by Jesus,

And in Luke’s continuing story, in th@ook of Acts,
We know that the Spirit came, and something angalzappened—
Something that carries meaning to us centuries.lat
It begins as a traditiondkewish festival---
Commemorating the Harvest of crops,
and the giving of the 10 commandments.

But instead of coming to celebrate the Harvestthed_aw,
the believerbecameahe Harvest—with new gifts and new purpose!
And Jesus’ promise of the Holy Spirit was fulfdle

You know the story----the Holy Spirit descends updirof
Jesus’ followers in Jerusalem
Like holy wind and tongues of firelancing on their heads.

And miraculously, they could all speak---
Not about just anything ...but about God, God’s powe
And doing it in all the foreign languages repreednh Jerusalem.

Suddenly Parthians started hearing about God indka language, and so did
people from Mesopotamia, Libya, Egypt, Cappadoldey each peeked into the
crowd looking for more of their own countrymen anstead they sasimple
Galileans speakingn all different languages!
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It was truly a sight to behold...I mean imagine ifdsgave you the ability to speak
the good news in German, or Greek, or Italian—
right now, right here, and people from Germany &@nelece and Italy
were actually here to witness it!

These people who had lost their Lord and Saviahercross,
Now found themselves filled withew gifts and new purposier life,
They were becoming the ones who would sharedbd gews,
They were being used by God in amazing ways!

And as a result, thehurch was born.
3000 people were baptized and became believéesims Christ.
And the word about Jesus spread and spread.
All throughsimple people like you and I.

Let me say that again...all this happened to peopke lyou and |
No previous foreign language experience,
No special qualifications, except knowing Jesus

And the miracle at Pentecost is just Beginning of the story—
All of the Book of Acts tells about the power ottHoly Spirit in those
early believers.

In Acts we see the Spiguiding them, leading them, helpinthem,
just as Jesus promised.

The miracle of Pentecost is like the Holy Spiryisg,
“Ladies and Gentlemenstart your engine’s
because everyone’s heart was ignited with the tSpiri

Pentecost is like thdoig bang’that created the church,
And put into motion everything we know about tloely of Christ.

When the Spirit descended upon all those followend, new converts in Jerusalem,
not only did they speak and hear the good news....
They created a whole new way of living together.

Listen to this description of the early church.

So those who welcomed his message were baptizkthatrday about three
thousand persons were added. 42 They devoted tivemse the apostlegtaching
and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and theagers 43 Awe came upon
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everyone, because many wonders and signs were th@nggby the apostles. 44 All
who believed were together and had all thingsammon 45 they would sell their
possessions and goods and distribute the proceeal$ as any had need. 46 Day by
day, as they spent much time together in the tertipg broke bread at home and ate
their food with glad and generous hearts,pt@ising God and having the goodwill of
all the people. And ddyy day the Lorédded to their numbethose who were being
saved.

Later when the believers gathered in Antioch
they were called Christians.

The Holy Spirit didtwo things--it gave gifts to the individuals,
And it brought them into a new way of living toget.
The Holy Spirit broughbew purposeo life—
Both individually and as a church.

Wow. So where is this Spirit today?
Can we have it in ourearts?
Can we have it in owhurch?

The answer is a resoundiidgeS!
The same Spirit that empowered the people at Pasttec
Is the Spirit that empowers us today.

It's the same Spirit that gives you the gifts tbett yourneart on fire
What fills you up with passion?
What interests, or desires, or talents?
These are gifts of the Holy Spirit!

This same Spirit enables yougbare the good news as well
When talking to a friend who needs to hear abad,G
This is the Spirit of truth,
And when you open your mouth trusting in the Spirit
Just the right words come out

This same Spirit bringss and our gifts togetheinto the body of Christ,
The Church.
It's the Spirit that gives us meaning and purpose
Thatteaches us, guides us, comforts and counsels
And it's the Spirit that gives us tROWER to do things
we could barely dream or imagine!

It's the Holy Spirit helping us share the good nevith 30 children aVBS,
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It's the Holy Spirit bringing us together to healeen and raise money to our
sister church i alawi.
It's the Holy Spirit that helped us gather suppf@stor nado victims,
and send health kits after the a tsunami.

1 Corinthians says it so well, it is one and the&pirit that gives all gifts
each to be used for the common good.

And isn't it true thateal joyis found in somethingeyond ourselves?
In a greater good? A greater purpose?
By the power of the Holy Spirit
we are people with a greater purpose!

The Holy Spirit is the one pointing us to the gesajood,
To the greater purpose!

Months ago our Elders read “Spiritual LeadershipGburch Officers” by Rev. Joan
Gray of the PCUSA,

And in that book she has perhaps one obtst metaphor$or Christian living
that I've ever heard.

She says that we can mvboats, or sailboats life.
And the same applies to our church as a whole.

We can eitheexpend all our energyrying to create
our own purpose and do our own thing....
like rowboats, rowing mightily against the current...

Or we canlet go and let God’s Spirifill our sails,
following where God is in the world,
joining what God is already doing,
and allowing ourselves to get swept up in God'sipland purposes.

Rowboat or sailbo& Which ones sounds more promising?
If we are people who believe in, and follow, angbgrihe gifts of the Spirit,
then we must also be people who allow ourselvéstguided
by the Spirit. We've got to let go and let God lesxq
counsel us, show us the way.

In the Bible, we learn that the Holy Spirit is aumce ofguidance
Telling us right from wrong, good from bad

And the Spirit is oucomfort and encouragement



When no one else is around, no one to comfort us,
The Holy Spirit is that voice and presence thigtans you
The Spirit is the one to pray for you,
when you don’t have the words!

And it's theHoly Spirit that enables us to do anything
here at First Presbyterian Church of Owasso!

Pentecost is the day when veenember and celebratine coming of the Holy
Spirit...and friends, the Spirit hasn't left us.
It still resides in your hearts,
and in the body of Christ wherever believers atagad.

The question is, will wésten, follow, and allowthe Spirit
to lead us to things beyond our imagination.

Or will we be rowboats, straining against the oars
to hold our lives together and find some purposhigsmworld?

This is why your board of Elders, the Session, dpéime in prayer together,
Trying to hear from God, to be led by the Spirit,
Instead of leading from how much money we havibébank,
Or what we think we can do as a smaller church.

The Elders are committed to being sailboats, filleith wind and fire,
Now what about you?
Do you want to strain against the oars,
Or let God fill your sails?

It's really a decision of the heatrt,
We decideto let go and let God.
We go to God iprayerand say,
fill me, use me, let me be your servant.

And then we see thgower of Godat work in our lives,
And in the lives of everyone and everything arousd

It washoly wind and firethat Pentecost day,
The start of something truly remarkable...
TheGood News for us today is that the wind still blows,
And the fire still burns
All we need to do is let it fill our sails. Ame



