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Three in One
Matthew 28:16-20, 1 Corinthians 13:13

In the bookThe ShackMack Phillip’s six year old daughter Missy is
abducted on Labor Day weekend, as Mack takes tes §foungest children
on a campout. As Mack is trying to rescue his swhd@daughter from a
tipped canoe, Missy is kidnapped from the camp€ibkees reveal that she
was abducted by a serial killer, and all that isrdeund of her is her little
red dress in an old abandoned shack. Her bodyes misscovered.

But something else is.
A notecomes to Mack four years later, signed from Papking him to
meet at the shack.

Not knowing whether this is the God who his wifel amildren
affectionately call Papa, or some sick joke from killer,
Mack goes to the shack alone.

And it is there that he has an encounter withTiheity —
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

God, or Papajs portrayed as a large African American woman wgho
taking care of the shack—which has been transfoimedsomething
beautiful.

The Son, Jesuss a middle eastern handyman who takes Mackwalla
across the river.

And the Spiritis a slight Asian woman, who blows around the roand
often vanishes from his sight.

After meeting all three-Rapa, Jesus, and SpiriMack is confused. He
thinks to himself, “maybe this was a Trinity. Butd women and none of
them white? Then again, why had he naturally asduthm God would be
white as him? He knew his mind was rambling, séoleased on the one
guestion he wanted answered.



“Then, Which one of you is God?”
“I Am” said all three in unison.”

Mack learns that the threkink as onelove one another as one, aeg oy
one another’s company.
They are three distinct people, and yet theyoaksin their love for
one another, and their love for Mack.
They slowly but surely teach Mack that their loving
relationship, the relationship between Father, &ad, Spirit--
Is what they desire US to have with them.
Their relationship is a model for our relationshigh
God, and one another.

His weekend with them proves to be bette opening and healing.
When he leaves his encounter with the three-inteoe,
he finds that the Great Sadness that had haunted\rery
moment after losing Missy, is finally gone.

The book wagontroversialin its portrayal of God;
however, it's ebeautiful book because it tries to portray the Trinity in
ways the human mind can understand.
It attempts to picture that which is ultimately bay our
imagination, but is a concept we need to be spifitwhole.

It's also beautiful because it depicts tie@ationshipthat is God.
Father, Son and Spirit work, love, and live as bukthree.
They are in relationship just as we are to belationship,
with God, and with one another.

The controversial part of the bookw@manportraying God, is apparently

healing for Mack, who had a bad relationship withdwn earthly father.

Had the character been different, so might therggat of God the Father.
But | think thepoint of the portrayals of God is that God is beyond
our imagination, God is not necessarily just lilse @ what we can
easily picture.

Those of us who are overwhelmed with life, wornyd dhe daily grind may
say at this point—
Great. Interesting. But why do | carabout the Trinity?
Isn’t it enough to just believe in God? Or Jesus?



But think of it this way—
what if God was not three-in-one, loving and irateinship?

Our passage today is the Great Commission remingirig go out and
make disciples, baptizing them in the name of thér, Son and Holy
Spirit. We are supposed to bring people in a Taimain faith. But...

What if we only baptized people in the namésafd the Fathe?
Then we’d miss out on the Jesus who becansof us,
and the Spirit thagmpowers us to do anything at all.

What if we baptized people in the namelesus Christ?
Then we’d miss out on the greateator God, maker of heaven and
earth, and the
Spirit that is the ongoingresence of God inside each and
every one of us!

What if we baptized people in the name of 8parit only?
We would miss ther eative nature of God the Father
and the God Jesus Christ who died for our singasel from
death that we might have life eternal!

See how much we need all three persons in God!
It's like looking at a many facetgdwel—looking at one side
certainly doesn’t reveal all the glory.

It's like asking to have &eewith just a root, no trunk or branches.
Or just the branches, or just a trunk.
St. Augustine said the Trinity is like that tree—edang all three
elements, to make up what we know as wood.

It's like aplay, say Hamlet. It's first in the mind of the playgn,
Then it's written down on paper.
Then it's acted out on stage.
All three are expressions of the same play.
All three are equally important.



In his book ‘Christian Doctrine’ Shirley Guthrie ote,
“The same God who wver usas God the Father,
andwith us and forus in God the Son,
is also Godnside us and among uas God the Spirit” (Christian
Doctrine, pg. 80, 1994.)

We need the concept oflaiune God—
it's not enough to just believe and follow Jesus.
Or just believe in God.
Or just be filled with the Spirit.

Ourminds are too limitedo understand God without all these three persons,
andGod would be limitedvithout all three persons—
loving one another in relationship, and showindgno to love
one another.

As the people of God, we are immersed intovthele being of God
whether we understand it all or not.
We are connected to God the Father @nehtor,
we are loved by Jesus tRedeemer
we are filled up with the Holy Spirit olBustainer

This isgood news indeed for all those who are feeling distant frGiod,
or disconnected from love, or simply out of hope.
We have a Father God wisoeatesnew opportunities,
A Savior whotakes awaysin and sorrow,
A Spirit whofills us with courage and strength to face
tomorrow.

What does it mean to you? How does that affect ytaih?
The Triune God is important to us—as it was togaeple of God always.

All this, although the word,tfinity” does not occur in the Bible.
“Trinity,” comes from the church describing the waf God,
about the year 200 CE.
The word, “trinity,” comes from a Latin word, “titas”,
meaning three. And although the word, “trinity,"afonot occur
in the Bible, the concept of the Trinity is fouri@ddughout the
scriptures.



Even in the creation story, in the original langeila@od says let us create
them man and woman ifaur’ image. Did you know that?

There are about twenty-three Bible verses about timity in the New
Testament.
The gospel accounts désus baptisnare clearly Trinitarian—God
the Father speaks to the Son, and the Spirit ddsagyon him as a
dove before leading him into the desert to be teohply Satan.

The Gospel of Johrhas many Trinitarian images,
Jesus continually talks about being one with thibdia
and sending his Spirit, the Holy Spirit when havies this earth.

2 Corinthians 13:13s a Trinitarian formula probably common to thelea
church:. “Thegraceof the Lord Jesus Christ, tiheve of God (the Father),
and thecommunion(or fellowship) of the Holy Spirit be with all gfou.”

In all of these passages, we don’t hear the wanahty,”
But we certainlysee and heathe Triune God.

An early church father namédcrtullian gave us the concept of God as
three different personas or auras of personhoadullian said that God had
the persona of the Father, the persona of the Bdth& persona of the
Spirit. People have personas and so does God. gt ibve a father, a son,
a husband. All three are your personas.

| am a pastor, mother, daughter—all three partayobne person.

The ancientreeds of the church are deeply Trinitarian. Turn fortjas
moment in your Presbyterian Hymnal to page 14tHeApostle’s Creed
This creed is called the Apostle’s Creed, becatisecteed was named after
the Apostles. The Apostle’s Creed was llaptismalcreed of the church.
For nineteen hundred years of church history, etierg there was a
baptism, the church members recited the Apostleee@ When we have a
baptism in we say the Apostle’s Creed. Each artscbout one part of the
Trinity.

TheNicene Creedis also trinitarian. This creed was written in ylear 325
CE, when Constantine was the emperor of the RomamrE, an emperor
who insisted that you be Christian to be part efdmpire. Like the
Apostle’s Creed, the Nicene affirms our belief ifiraune God.



BeingChristian is not just about following Christ.
Being in thechurch is not just about following Christ.
We are Trinitarian.

We believe thaGodis the creator of the universe and it still cnegtioday.
We believe that God was fully present saving uk@person odesus
Christ.

We also believe that God is in us , andiody Spirit is fully God.

This belief in the Trinity is what makes our fagbrich, so beautiful.
The relationship of the Trinity is what helpsresate to God.
We are better if we love all three personas,
Not leaving one aspect of God out,
But knowing that God IS relationship.
And we are to be the same.

What does it mean to you that our God IS a lovelgtronship?

Mack’s time at the shack wéife changing because of his encounter with
the Trinity.
It wouldn’t have been healing in the same way haast been time
with God the Father, or just Jesus the Savionsirthe mysterious
Holy Spirit.
He needed time with all three, to understand tmeptexities of
God, but most of all to understand the
deep, abiding love of God.

We too need this Trinity to know the love of God,
And to learn to love one another.

May we learn from the divine relationship of FatHeon, and Spirit,
And may it help us to live and love as well.
Amen.



