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Well as we well know Valentine’s day is coming up here … and so after hearing this scripture here today, we might think “ah yes another message about romance and weddings and all that love stuff that goes along with this day’.   After all, this passage is well known by Christians and non Christians alike because it’s one of the most quoted scriptures within weddings.   (In fact, in one movie – wedding crashers – the two guys had a running bet as to which scripture would be read at the wedding – this one or one in Colossians.) 

So we might get the impression that this message is only for those who are married … and especially just for  women …and for those who are romantics … and therefore it’s not for those who are single… and those who are guys … and those who don’t normally get all mushy … 

And thinking back in my life as a single guy (which keep in mind I was for quite some time) I remember really getting that impression at times… I remember disliking Valentine’s Day … because I felt like I was left off…  One can start to feel this day is not for me … and that this passage possibly is not for me  … and just maybe love itself is not for me …  

Yet that is actually the opposite intent of this passage.   For note that while this passage does have a wonderful message for wedding couples…  if we really examine it closely and the passage before it… we will see that it’s fundamental message was written for the entire church.  

You see the fact is right before this passage … Paul talks about the body of Christ and that everyone was needed… (that no one should be left out) …as we’ve been talking about these past two months that everyone is called by God into ministry.  
that all fill role –that all are given unique abilities to help serve the Lord  … So St. Paul ends Chapter 12 by saying … and now “I will show you the most excellent way” …. In other words all these gifts need love to undergird all of it.  

 … this passage then is a follow up that love is not just for a few … love is not just for those who are married .. not just for those who are mushy … in fact love itself is not just an emotion or romantic feeling  … that love is powerful … love changes us …  love is the way in which we as the Body of Christ (a community) are enabled to serve.   Simply put God’s call to ministry and service has to have the foundation of love.  

And so while this passage does work well within Valentine’s day…  we need to reiterate that this passage is so much more than about romance … or weddings … or even what we normally think about love itself.  It ultimately is about how we are called to serve with a greater love… a love that comes from God himself … for without this love our service will make no difference.  However, when we do serve in love it will make a powerful impact.     

In this scripture then, what is love?  And how is each one of us here called to this love?  And what difference would it make if all our ministries truly served with this kind of love?    

1) Empty or lasting
Well, after talking in chapter 12 about the wide variety of spiritual gifts … this chapter begins by stating that  one could have every spiritual gift spoken of … the gift of tongues… the gift of prophecy … the gift of knowledge and faith and martyrdom … you know those gifts and callings that we have been speaking of these past few weeks… a person could have every single one … and yet the scripture makes it clear all of it amounts to nothing without love… 
And so the first point we see is that Ministry without love is empty … However (will also see that) Ministry with love is lasting. 

In other words I could be the best speaker in the world… the most powerful athlete … the richest person --- even with all that … if I do not serve in love it will not make a difference.    
The message Bible puts it clearly saying “So, no matter what I say, what I believe, and what I do, I'm bankrupt without love.”  

You see when talking about every person being called to some kind of ministry ,, and that everyone has some kind of unique gift … it means that we will not all serve in the exact same way … but there is something that everyone who is called to follow Jesus needs to have and that is love.  Love then is what needs to define who we are and what we do … For love is what will make the difference in people’s love....     There’s a familiar saying that says it this way “people will not care how much you know … until they know how much you care”. 

For example … in Chicago some years back a little boy attended a Sunday school. And when his parents  moved to another part of the city the little guy still made the trek to attend the same Sunday school…. Although it meant a long, tiresome walk each way… he kept going.  And one person asked him why he went so far, when there were plenty of other places he could attend that were much closer to his home. 
"They may be as good for others, but not for me," was his reply.
"Why not?" she asked.
"Because they love me over there," he replied.
If only we could make the world believe that we loved them there would be fewer empty churches, and a smaller proportion of our population who never darken a church door. Let love replace duty in our church relations, and the world will soon be evangelized. 
Moody's Anecdotes, pp. 71-72.
“people will not care how much you know … until they know how much you care”


Understand ministry done in love makes a lasting impact on people.   And so when each of us is called to serve in some way … it entails every one of us being called to love.   It means all of us being willing to commit to loving people.  

For next week we will have a dedicated time to respond to the ways God has called each of us to serve.  That we’ll see a number of opportunities for ministry and service listed, in order that we each might commit to at least one area.   So that we might grow both in our discipleship and in our church.   We need those gifts and abilities.   
And at the same time today’s scripture reminds us that all of it still needs to be founded in love. All the programs and ministries and outreaches are to have God’s love at the center.  

And that’s actually what Baptism is about, as we are reminded in our celebration today.  That it is first about God’s love for us …that even before we can respond … even before we can do anything for God in service … that God sends us his Son to show us His love and welcome us into God’s family.   And therefore we as a congregation and family make a commitment to help raise the child in love … that they may come to accept God’s love for themselves and then live out their baptism in service and love.  Living out our Baptism then means living in God’s love and making the pledge to serve others in His love.  

2) Valueless or overcoming 
The scripture makes it clear then that our ministry has to be in love 
For ministry without love is valueless… However Ministry with love overcomes … 

A missionary, Doug Nichols, learned this profound lesson when he had decided to go to India to tell others about Jesus.  
While he was there he became infected with tuberculosis and had to be put in a sanitarium.
It was a terrible place to be. But Doug decided to do the best he could.  So he took a bunch of Christian books & tracts & tried to witness to the other patients there.
But when he tried to pass out tracts, and books they were rejected. No one wanted them. He tried to witness, but he found himself unable to communicate well enough in their language. He quickly became discouraged.
Here he was. Stuck in this place. And it seemed like the work that he had been sent to do would not be done. No one would listen to him.
Now because of his tuberculosis, each night at about 2 o’clock he would wake up with chronic coughing that wouldn’t quit. One night when he awoke he noticed across the aisle an old man trying to get out of bed. He said the man would roll himself up into a little ball & teeter back & forth trying to get up the momentum to get up & stand on his feet. But he just couldn’t do it. He was too weak.


Finally, after several attempts the old man laid back & wept. The next morning Doug understood why the man was weeping. He was trying to get up to go to the bathroom & didn’t have enough strength to do that. So his bed was a mess & there was a smell in the air.
The other patients made fun of the old man. The nurses came to clean up his bed & they weren’t kind to him, either. In fact, one of them even slapped him in the face. The old man just laid there & cried.
Doug said, "That next night about 2 o’clock I started coughing again. I looked across the way & there was the old man trying to get out of bed once more. I really didn’t want to do it, but somehow I managed to get up & I walked across the aisle & I helped the old man stand up."
But he was too weak to walk, so Doug said, "I took him in my arms & carried him like a baby. He was so light that it wasn’t a difficult task. I took him into the bathroom, which was nothing more than a dirty hole in the floor, & I stood behind him & cradled him in my arms as he took care of himself."	
"Then I carried him back to his bed & laid him down. As I turned to leave he reached up & grabbed my face & pulled me close & kissed me on the cheek & said what I think was `Thank you"
Doug said, "The next morning there were patients waiting when I awoke & they asked if they could read some of the books & tracts that I had brought. Others had questions about the God I worshiped & His only begotten Son who came into the world to die for their sins."
Doug Nichols says that in the next few weeks he gave out all the literature that he had brought, & many of the doctors & nurses & patients in that sanitarium came to know Jesus Christ as their Lord & Savior.
He said, "Now what did I do? I didn’t preach a sermon. I couldn’t even communicate in their language. I didn’t have a great lesson to teach them. I didn’t have wonderful things to offer. All I did was take an old man to the bathroom & anyone can do that."

We can have all the resources in the world, but as this missionary found out in order for people to really accept your witness, your witness needs to be rooted in intentional love; a love that is expressed in action even when we don’t always feel like it.  



3) Overlooked or Victorious 
This simple act done in love open up doors to people’s lives to make a tremendous difference … and points us to another fact stated in this passage that is … ministry without love is overlooked… Ministry with love however is victorious.  

Note that the people overlooked the missionary’s message until love was demonstrated powerfully … yet when that love showed through it changed not only the opportunity to share … but it brought victory to the whole community.    

You see, we might hear the phrase “love is powerful” but most often we really don’t think of it that way.   We think of it as soft and cuddly.  We think of it as cute and sappy.  We think of it as sweet and corny.   
When we think of love we often get the impression of one’s knees feel weak … and so love itself might be seen as making us fall weak.   And that’s usually the focus of Valentine’s Day … romantic emotional feelings.   And while that’s not all that bad at times… the truth is a number of people get turned off by that stuff and so they overlook the powerful transformation that real love can make.  

After all while love is described in this scripture as kind and patient, take note it also declares that love protects. perseveres, endures … and it never gives up.   That means words like battling, courageous, and victorious … are just as much a part of love as those other things we most often hear for Valentine’s Day.     

It’s like the statements made from some of the New York Giants Football team this past week.  Now I’m not a Giants fan … and did not care all that much who won the Super Bowl this year… and Eli Manning is not one of my favorite players… Yet it struck me as they interviewed some of the other Giants players they said this of their quarterback … “We love Him … and we know he loves us … We had no doubts of that and so we knew we could win” …  Their statement displays the truth in this scripture … that it is easy to go to battle with guys who you trust and love enough to know they have your back.  And when that happens victories are won.    

Love is victorious then.  It overcomes the defenses of the enemy and it breaks through the barriers that often arise when sharing the message of Jesus.  As Cal Thomas once wrote, "Love talked about is easily ignored. But love demonstrated is irresistible."
For love is not simple a feeling … it is an action that gets us up off our butts … and puts movement behind the message… strength behind the speech … winning behind the  words … and victory behind the voice.  
 


And as we heard today… That’s what Love INC is about  … it’s about practical ways to demonstrate the love of Christ … that the message might break though to people’s lives that we … and that they … and that the whole community might experience the victory of God upon us.   

So contrary to popular belief love is not just about doing what makes us feel good  …No the love that is victorious which is spoken of in scripture … is self sacrificing … built on truth …sustained by action … Love is serving others even when we do not feel like it… So this Valentines we are called to act … to actually demonstrate love.  For when we actually love in action it makes a lasting difference.  

In fact… ministry without loves is lacking… while Ministry with love is eternal.    
The scripture states it clearly “love never ends” …. And so that means a ministry of love is the only ministry that will last.  
But take note what kind of love we are talking about.  For if we base love on a feeling then this statement cannot be true.  Feelings fade.  And the fact is all our talents, abilities and even spiritual gifts fade too.   
As the Message Bible states it “Inspired speech will be over some day; praying in tongues will end; understanding will reach its limit. We know only a portion of the truth, and what we say about God is always incomplete. 

And so our love often does fall … and a lot of times it’s because we base our love on our feelings … our interests… our ability.   But all of that is temporary.  It’s lacking … It’s not enough.  And it hurts not only our ministry … it causes people sometimes to think that they should just give up all together on the church and God.   
 
For instance I was talking with person this week who mentioned someone they knew really struggled with the church … because of the issue of love.   And honestly that’s an issue for many people… people indicate that they do not come to church because of the lack of love they see.  And for those in all church then that is both a challenge to us and affirmation of the truth we so desperately need.   
You see, our love is not perfect. We are not perfect. And so the church will not be perfect.  
As it states… “For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then we will see face to face. Now I know only in part; then I will know fully, even as I have been fully known.  But when the Complete arrives, our incompletes will be canceled”. 
But this is not an excuse for us to give up on loving others … instead it proves to us even more how much we need God’s love to sustain us.  That we need God’s perfect love to define our ministries.  



For God’s love is Lasting… God’s love Overcomes.   God’s love is Victorious.   and God’s love ultimately is Eternal.  And if you notice those attributes come together to spell Love… for they are in fact what make up Love.   But also notice that without it our ministry will be Empty, Valueless, Overlooked and Lacking.  They make up the Word EVOL.  Now it may not be completely Evil … but it’s not really love … it’s a backwards kind of love.  … In other words Without love no matter how many gifts we may have our ministry is backwards.  Love puts our ministry in the correct order. 

And that’s why we are called to have God’s love define every aspect of our ministry.  That no matter what gift we have… no matter who we are (male/female, single married, young or old) … no matter what God calls us to do … we are all called to love … to serve in ministry with the very love of God.  (Not just for Valentine’s Day … but for all eternity… so will you pray with me and let us ask God to empower us with His true Love.     


1 Corinthians 13
1 If I speak in the tongues[a] of men or of angels, but do not have love, I am only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal. 2 If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. 3 If I give all I possess to the poor and give over my body to hardship that I may boast,[b] but do not have love, I gain nothing. 
4 Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 5 It does not dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. 6 Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 7 It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. 
8 Love never fails. But where there are prophecies, they will cease; where there are tongues, they will be stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass away. 9 For we know in part and we prophesy in part, 10 but when completeness comes, what is in part disappears. 11 When I was a child, I talked like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I put the ways of childhood behind me. 12 For now we see only a reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known. 
13 And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love. 
