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The disciples: the Call to fish  
Mark 1: 14-21
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“Come follow me.”   There’s no beating around the bush here.  It says immediately Jesus called them.  Immediately the disciples followed him.  In this passage we see Peter and Andrew, James and John, demonstrate for all those who would follow Jesus, what it means to answer the call of a disciple.    

If we really look at their lives and what they were doing when Jesus called them … we can see how remarkable their response was.  Without delay they left behind their old life of fishing, for a new life of being Jesus’ disciple. Thankfully they dropped everything and simply followed.   
Because of it, this call changed their lives.  They would never be the same again.
  
Today, Jesus also calls us to follow him. It’s a direct invitation to leave our old lives behind and to begin a new life with him.  If we’ll answer like the disciples did, we too will never be the same again.  

As we hear Jesus call today, there might be things that can hold us back from answering like the disciples did. In fact, looking at this passage closely we see that the disciples could have had reasons not to follow.  Yet they did.     

There are some common excuses that can keep us from following Jesus … 

And to help us overcome these excuses and follow like the disciples today we are going to relate those excuses to a couple fishing metaphors.  When Jesus called them they were at their job fishing. Yet Jesus had something much greater in store for them. In order to receive what Jesus had for them … they had to let go of some other things.  Today Jesus calls us to follow now … and for us answer that call, we too need to let go of those excuses that can keep us from following.  

1) Sense of Urgency 
So let’s get right into it… excuse #1    I’ll follow later.  This is the “Gone- Fishing” excuse. 
We hear the call of God and think; I’ve got time to respond later.  So we put it off.  

There is something to be said of waiting at times.  After all, last week we discussed the need to listen and wait on the Lord in silence.  The point is not that going fishing and taking time to rest and be silent is the problem.  

No, the issue here is that once we hear Jesus call, often we can let the things of our past cause us to hesitate from following.  As we look at the disciples they could have said ... “well I can’t leave my fishing.  That’s my job… That’s what I know.  It’s where my family and my whole background are.”  Really consider their position for a moment; we see that they had to give up a lot to follow Jesus.  That can be a big obstacle to overcome.   
  
Consider also what they would have given up if they did not respond to Jesus call.  Imagine if disciples said no.  Imagine Peter and John saying, “I still have a lot to do in my job first … I cannot just leave my fishing and family behind.” (In another passage later on we will meet someone who did say no to follow Jesus. We often refer to him as “a rich young ruler” left sad clinging to what he had and missed what Jesus had for him. Think of the disciples here and how much they would have missed had they said no.  

They would have missed out on Jesus teachings … the truth that he spoke … the love that he showed … and how it would have changed everything they thought they knew.   
They would have missed out on seeing the incredible miracles Jesus did … the blind healed, the lame walked again … the 5000 are fed … and how those miracles changed their hearts and how they saw others.    They would have missed witnessing the resurrection… that Jesus rose from the grave … that death was conquered … and how that would forever change their lives.  

Imagine what they would have missed if they would have said “no’. Or maybe it’s just that they had simply said not now… I’d rather wait…  I’m sure there’s time.”

They would have missed God’s plan for their lives now. They would have missed out on the good news of God … that Gospel of Jesus.  

That’s why the scripture makes it clear that this call is for right now.  Jesus answers this excuse by saying “the time is now.” This call is urgent.    

God knows that when we delay to make a choice what we are often really doing is saying is no.   
 
Take this analogy which helps to illustrate what’s at stake. The devil and his cohorts were devising plans to get people to reject the Gospel. “Let’s go to them and say there is no God,” proposed one. Silence prevailed. Every devil knew that most people believe in a supreme being. “Let’s tell them there is no hell, no future punishment for the wicked.” offered another. That was turned down, because men obviously have consciences which tell them that sin must be punished. The concave was going to end in failure when there came a voice from the rear: “Tell them there is a God, there is a hell and that the Bible is the Word of God. But tell them there is plenty of time to decide the question. Let them ‘neglect’ the Gospel, until it is too late.﻿” All hell erupted with ghoulish glee, for they knew that if a person procrastinated on Christ, they usually never accept Him.

Jesus says come follow me.  The time is now.  There is urgency to this call.  It’s like being in the fourth quarter of a game and the score is tied.  It’s not about panicking … it’s about having an urgency to make a decision.  When the choice has time restraints often not making a decision is making a decision to say no.   

Admittedly we have this tendency to put things off.  Maybe it’s a major decision about Christ … or maybe it’s more simply signing up for a Bible Study … or taking the time to talk with a friend about faith… or maybe it’s registering for the No Regrets conference … and we wait until the last minute … other things take precedence … and something arises that we just put it off too long … we never go and we miss out on what God wants for us.  It may be that we are just trying to hold onto our past unwilling to let go of the fishing job …and in the process we don’t realize what we are actually saying is “no Jesus … I cannot follow you.”  “I’m gone fishing.” Jesus says, “Come now, follow me… let go of the other stuff … for I’ve got something better in store for you.” 

2) Simple fisherman- It's common people who are called. 
Now maybe we’re waiting to answer because we do not think we are ready.   

Excuse #2:  We say “This call is for someone else more qualified.”  This is the “I’m just a fisherman” excuse. 

We think we need to be an expert first before we follow.  Peter, Andrew, James and John were simple fisherman.  Normally we would have thought a great teacher would have chosen students who were viewed as outstanding prospects... people who were scribes, those in religious school … who’ve already studied under an accomplished mentor.  Certainly there were many people who you would have thought would have been more qualified to follow Jesus.  

Fishing was a usual trade: nothing special. Fishermen were simple folks who worked hard. They were not seen by the world as anything special. In fact, they were most likely seen by others as a dime a dozen. These were precisely the ones Jesus called to follow. And they came. They left what they had and they came. They did not seem to have a lot to offer. They weren't noted for their excellent speaking ability. Nor were they highly esteemed officials of the government. They we regular workers of their day, simple fisherman, who responded to Jesus call. 

Many can get the impression that to answer the call … that to be a follower of Jesus it means first needing to have their act together.  So they wait.  They wait until their more prepared. They wait until it appears things in their life are in order.   They wait to come to church until they seem they’re more fit to answer God’s call.  “But I’m just a fisherman”.    

We might tend to use that excuse as well when it comes to answering the call to share our faith with others.  We think to help out that needs to be for someone more spiritual … with more experience … more qualified… yet once again remember Jesus called fisherman … and this call is now.   

When Jesus calls us we can be tempted to use that excuse as well.  I’m not an expert, I’m not equipped… I’m just a simple fisherman … But that’s precisely the people Jesus calls.   

Jesus answers this excuse by inviting common people.  This call is for you.  
We too, are like the disciples, simple folk who may not seem to have a lot to offer. Yet, Jesus looks past all that and calls us simply to follow.  It’s been said this way that Jesus does not call the equipped, he equips the called.  

The reality is we will never have it all together before we take the step of faith to Jesus.   That’s why he calls us to follow him now.  Not when we think we are ready, but when Jesus calls us.  Understand Jesus does not look at how much we can offer him. Instead he calls us to offer all that we have, whatever it may be.  

There is a poem that expresses this how we are called to give all. It says: 

Laid on thine alter, O my Lord, Divine, accept my gift this day, for Jesus' sake; I have no jewels to adorn thy shrine, No world-famed sacrifice to make; And here I bring within my trembling hands This will of mine, a thing that seemeth small; Yet thou alone can’t understand that when I yield Thee this, I yield Thee all

Jesus called simple fisherman. Most would have looked for disciples with some kind of resume, something that would distinguish them from the crowd.  Yet when Jesus called the disciples he simply looked to see if they would follow.  When Jesus calls us he skips the background check, and the portfolio. He doesn’t look for any distinguishing marks.  He simply calls us to follow.  Though we may be simple people, Jesus simply wants us to place our lives in his hands…to cast our line with Him…So that as we walk with him we will discover along the way what God has made us to be. That leads us to one more excuse that we can be tempted to use… 

3) A lifetime commitment
Excuse #3:  It takes too much time.  This is the “fish aren’t biting excuse”.   
We often think we have to have it all together before we answer God’s call … we lose patience with ourselves.  When it seems like we are not where we should be… we are tempted to just give up and quit following Jesus.  
  
We struggle with this because we can think of this call to follow Jesus as for only those who are perfect or at least that once we answer his call we will be perfect immediately.   Note that while there is urgency to Jesus' call and the disciples respond immediately … that call itself is not for perfect people. It’s simply an invitation to walk with the one who is.  As we do that, it’s Jesus who will make us into who we should be.     

It’s like this; a young man approached an old fisherman and remarked, "Today is the day that I become a true fisherman. I am sure that the catch I bring in today will show how great a fisherman I am." The experienced fisherman asked the lad, "How long you've been fishing for, sonny?" the boy replied, "Today's my first day." The old man simply said, "Well, I wish ya luck then." The two parted company and went to set sail. The boy cast his net in and eagerly awaited what was to be his finest moment (the day he would become a great fisherman.) After a short time he quickly drew in the nets excited to see the mass of fish. Yet he looked in dismay as he saw only a few fish. He threw the fish back and thought to himself, "Maybe it is the other side of the boat that has all the fish." Once again he cast his net in, and waited a few moments. He then drew out the nets ready to pull in the enormous catch. Yet it was only a few fish again. He tried a couple more times. But each time there were only a few fish and each time he would toss the fish back discouraged by the catch. He sat in his boat for a few more minutes but he decided it was useless. So, he headed on home. The next day he saw the old fisherman at the fish market. The old man was selling a huge catch of fish. Disgruntled and jealous the young lad turned to walk away. But before he could leave, the old fisherman noticed him and said, "Hey sonny, how's the fishing yesterday?" The lad sheepish said, "Not so good. Tell me how did you get such a large catch? It would have taken me ALL DAY to have brought in as many fish as you have." The old man simply stated, "Your right there sonny, it did take all day." 

Like the young man we can easily get discouraged. We can have grand ideas of having everything turn out right the first time. We think that it would be nice to have it all together right now. We don't want to have to learn and grow. We can look at Jesus’ disciples and think that they were great men of faith from the first time they met Jesus. Yet, while it is true that they showed great faith in this passage by immediately leaving their nets and following Jesus, this was only the start of the journey. They still had to grow in their faith, as all believers do. 
They had many trials still to face. They still had much to learn about Jesus' message.

In the same way we can get discouraged at times … but take note in this scripture how Jesus himself describes this call for 
Jesus answers this excuse by saying “follow me and I will make you fishers of men”.  This call is a lifelong journey.  

As we follow Jesus, it’s he who makes us fishers of men.  It’s he who will show us what it truly means to cast our line with God.  It’s Jesus who will change our lives to be what God has called us to be. He’s the one who makes us. Jesus did not say you are great fishermen, so come follow me. He said, "Come follow me, and I will make you fishers of men."

When looking at the disciples it took time for Jesus’ call and his message to get through to them. Still, the disciples followed, and because of it they experienced the good news of God in a way that would change their lives forever. Jesus made them into incredible fishers.   

For that to happen they needed to let go of the past … the fishing that they knew about … and take up a whole new experience.  They were not experts at it… they were simple fisherman… Yet Jesus still called them and they left everything and followed him as they were.  Through that walk with him they themselves were changed.   
 			
Jesus replaces our “fishing” excuses … with a real adventure … for this call is to a very different kind of fishing.   A fishing excursion that is able to change who we are into what God has planned.

Today Jesus calls us, “Come follow me.” 
We might come up with a number of excuses not to answer that call… 
I’m out fishing so I’ll follow later … 
I’m just a fisherman so it must be for someone more qualified.
The fish are not biting … so I’ll just give up.   
 
Yet Jesus calls us again saying the time is now.  The call is for you. This call is a lifelong journey with me.    If we will answer today … if we as we are come walk with him … He will indeed make us into a brand new kind of fisherman … so let’s go fish.  
