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These past weeks we’ve been looking at the call of God.  And today the scripture once again speaks to us about this … for this passage is about the call of a prophet. 

Now throughout we’ve seen how God’s call is not just for a few… but for each of us here … that we are all called by God in some way.  
Today though (as we hear this scripture) we may think that that this call is (especially) not for us … After all we might realize how the call of a disciple relates to us as we discussed last week … but a prophet? … We think of them as shouting out God’s word boldly … And honestly most of us often struggle just to speak in public… we sometimes don’t know even what to say … let alone be a mouthpiece for God!  

In fact we may even feel like prophets were something that only existed long ago.  You know back in the Old Testament…  but today there are no longer prophets … and those who claim to be prophets now- a-days often are crazy … you know those fanatics and cult leaders who turn us off … So we might even question whether the call of the prophets even exists today.   

So the first question we raise is why do we need prophets (these days)?  
Well, in our modern world many think of prophecy as some hocus pocus outdated idea… that we should have progressed out of.  So it can be easy for us to dismiss the call of a prophet as archaic and naïve.  
Yet, if we really consider our surroundings and pay attention to our gut feelings… there is something inside of us that yearns for a prophetic word…  something that longs for a voice from beyond ourselves… to speak to our hurts, our needs, our world with a voice of hope and conviction.  We desire to connect with a voice that touches us with the divine.  

We see that longing play out with all the stories, movies, advice columns, horoscopes, online blogs, talk shows, famous celebrities and charismatic leaders who many people seek out to give them some kind of direction in their lives.    
 


In fact today we can look up any topic … and get hundreds of differing opinions from people we have never met or will ever meet.   There are more voices then today than ever before.   So we wonder what is really true?  
Today we are inundated with information... there are so many voices competing for our attention that it’s hard to discern God’s voice.    
And because of that today we are in even more need of prophets who speak God’s word clearly. 
After all it’s like doing a research project for school and you have a question you need answered … well you can go online today and find thousands of opinions on the subject.  But who do you trust?  Who is reliable?  What is the source?  Those are all questions we really are challenged with these days.  And trying to decipher a message while there are twenty other people speaking something totally different at the same time … is just downright exhausting at times.  
Yet the fact is we need a true voice … we need God’s voice … something beyond our opinions to lead us … and so we still need prophets today.  Yet the reality is that we often are hesitant to admit our need because we do not fully understand who a prophet is and what a prophet does.   

So a second question we are faced with is … What is the role of a prophet? 

Well to help us to hear the word from the Lord, I think it is helpful for us to see the prophet in two different places.   A prophet is to be a vessel of God – and God’s voice from amongst the people.   
You see, the first place is the place where we often envision the prophet. And that is up by the pulpit, where the prophet is the vessel of God.  And God’s word comes through the prophet and speaks a bold and convicting word from on high.  But at the same time there is also a second place where the prophet is as well.  The prophet is on the floor as well: on the floor with the people.  The prophet is a part of the community that is being challenged.  Yes the word of the Lord comes through the prophet to the people.  Yet the word is also above the prophet and above the people with whom the prophets stands. It’s the voice of God not the prophets own voice that needs to speak.   The prophet cares for the people and wants them to change.  And so the prophet stands with the people under the conviction of what the Lord says.  

For notice in the scripture we hear God say “I will raise up for them a prophet like you ( from where? from)   among their fellow Israelites, and I will put my words in his mouth. He will tell them everything I command him”.  In other words … the prophet is both with the people and also speaks God’s word.  

We see this in prophets like Jeremiah and Isaiah  .. who proclaimed God’s judgment upon Israel … yet wept with them when it happened… We see it the prophet Elijah who at one moment boldly confronted a wicked King and the next moment became so frightened he went and hid in a cave.   And we see it is Amos, (though just a simple herdsman, he challenged the people to walk with God in righteousness and justice.   

Over and over again (we see that) the Prophets were real people … people who lived among everyone else… though God called them to Speak God’s very words… they too lived under the judgment and direction of God’s Holy Word.  

To illustrate take for instance, each Sunday … as I prepare a sermon I wrestle God’s word … and this week is no exception… I prayerfully ask what exactly does the Lord desire to say through me.  And I come to you continuing to struggle.  And continuing to be with you, so that we may struggle together with what God has to say to us today. (that’s one reason why I encourage people to examine what the scriptures say and to see if what I am saying lines up with scripture.  You seen then  )

The role of a prophet then is both to proclaim God’s Word from on high and also to be with the people.  The prophet is under that same Word … not “above it”… that’s why in this scripture the people were held accountable to listen to the words of the prophet … and at the same time the prophet was called to be even more accountable that they truly were speaking God’s word. The voice of God was not to be taken lightly…  So a false prophet was a major offence against God.  

Yet that brings up a question asked in the scriptures, if a prophet is someone like us who’s from among us … how can we know what they are saying is God’s word or not (their own opinion… or worse off completely false?)   

Simply put how can we tell if someone is a real prophet?  

In this scripture it simply states that “If what a prophet proclaims in the name of the LORD does not take place or come true, that is a message the LORD has not spoken. That prophet has spoken presumptuously, so do not be alarmed.”  Now that might seem apparent.  And maybe even like double talk… that it’s just saying ”if it turns out true then it’s true”.  But there’s more to that statement than first meets the eye.  You see, a lot of people can sound convincing … but that’s not what we are to look for.   We are to verify the voice.  More than how the words were spoken … we should be asking is the message reliable.
 
Basically we are to look for certainty above charisma.  
Now granted having charisma in leaders is not a bad thing … being well spoken and having a sense of charisma can be good at times … but more importantly is what is being said.  
And that’s actually something we really need to hear today.  Because we have this temptation, particularly in our entertainment and fast past culture … to focus more on how the message is dressed up rather than focus on what’s actually being said.  



After all just look at how much attention is put on fashion of dress, style of speech how eloquent it’s said …  our gurus today … the people we often put on pedestals ..are often not the ones who have the most knowledge of certainty, education or even credentials … it’s often the actors, the stars, the ones with fame who often are heard the most.    

And this can influence the church as well.  Look at pastors with mega churches … now I have no problem with churches that are large … there are some very good pastors who serve a large congregation … the question we should constantly be asking though of all pastors is …are they speaking the whole counsel of God? .. does it stack up to God’s word? … or is it just the nice sounding parts they talk about… the parts that tickle our ears and please our fancy?   

As 2 Timothy 4:3 states “for the time will come when people will not put up with sound doctrine. Instead, to suit their own desires, they will gather around them a great number of teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear.”  And so that means we need to test to see if this is really from God?

(as) 1 John 4:1 (also) warns us ‘Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, because many false prophets have gone out into the world…
You see,  today there are still false prophets … there are untrue voices in this world … and 1 John tells us to test them … to see if they are telling us the truth about God … 

And that’s what we desperately need even more this day …  you see  … 
We need less tabloids and more truth.

After all, now- a-days we sometimes get so much information flowing our way we stop even deciphering if it is true or not.  And we end up simply believing something just based on what is said most frequently or how entertaining the message is.  

Because it’s said on TV by someone famous we give it more validity than even someone who is close to us.    

For example I heard recently of a study of youth is middle school … and they were asked this question…  “what job would they most respect and want when they grew up” … and they were given a list of possibilities (on list things included like Astronaut, Doctor, inventor of important discovery and President of the US… also on that list was an assistant to a celebrity  … and you know what the # one answer of that list was?  …over 40 percent chose assistant to a celebrity …  it wasn’t even the choice of being a celebrity … just one who holds their bag … and they chose that?! 

Our value system is of out of whack …when we hold entertainment and fame above real significance and making a difference in this world …     

And rather than having those closest to us… people we know and those who we should trust … rather than having them help shape our lives … we more often allow people we’ve never even met before … nor will ever meet face to face… to have the greatest input on us.    
We can know instantly what happens 1000 miles away … yet we may not even know what is happening in lives of our neighbor or even within our family.  

It’s sad that we can know more about lives of the Kardashians than our own life.   
Or think that the “real world on Tv”  is actually the real world 
Or that everything that comes from Oprah’s mouth is the gospel truth… 
Now I’m not saying all these people are (the )false prophets (the scripture describes) … but the danger is there comes a point where we end believing what is true simply based on popularity and charisma … and folks that’s a treacherous road … that’s actually the lure of cults – following blindly simply because they have charm … 
So the scripture today confronts and convicts us to test if it is really true… 
To discern in the midst of all these other voices around us … what is the truth to these basic questions of belief…. Who is God?  And What has God said? 

Today we are in desperate need for God’s voice … so we are in need of prophets…   true prophets who speak God’s Word…  
 
In fact, we are in utter need of God’s greatest prophet …  
You see, Jesus is the ultimate prophet. 
 For he is the vessel of God… the one who came to be from among us  He stands with us)… yet (at the same time_ speaks God’s very word…  
And he spoke more than with mere charisma or fame … Jesus spoke with an absolute certainty about who God is.  
And ultimately Jesus not only spoke God’s Word … His is God’s word … He not only spoke the truth … he is the truth…  
 
Everything required of a prophet (indicated within this scripture) was fulfilled in Jesus.    
Therefore because Jesus is the ultimate prophet … to answer the call of God that we hear in this passage … we need  His presence to lead us … we need to be filled with the Holy Spirit that we might hear God’s word and speak God’s word to others.  



So what would it mean then for us to take up the call of a Prophet?  
Well it begins with following Jesus, letting the truth of His Word take hold of our lives and then having our lives everything we do and say … speak to others about Jesus… 
This is the central message of the prophet … this is what all the prophets are called to testify to… 
 
For there have been all sorts of different people that God has called to be prophets … and while the way they shared the message was not always the same… the one who the spoke about was (the same)…    
So note that the call of the prophets still goes on today … for it’s not just for those who are able to speak in public and it’s not for just those who are in the lime light…. This call is for people like you and me today,,, here and now…  sharing with the world the good news of Jesus  … how we communicate that might be somewhat different today than in the Old Testament… but like the prophets of Old we still are called to spead God’s message and speak His word….   
For instance take a look at the ways communication has changed…  
Video?
Throughout the ages God has called people to speak, to communicate… to share with the world His message…  
Yet, Understand that while the mode of communication can change the central message does not.
It’s still about God’s voice, God’s truth… sharing God’s Word with others… 
And today that is both challenging and a great opportunity.  

For while we’ve heard about the lure of media and entertainment … still it’s important to realize that it’s not that the form of communication itself is evil … It can be more challenging today because of the many voices that are often competing to be heard … and in truth the church today is not as seen with same authority as once was – in fact, now many question it because of its past standing.    Yet at the same time there is greater opportunity to share God’s message than ever before because of the many ways we have to communicate – through media…  through video – through the web … And it’s important to use each of these because that’s the way many listen today… but at the same time it’s vital not to lose the message and it’s also important not to neglect one the primary ways people hear the message – that is face to face.  



So as we hear the call of the prophet … we should ask ourselves … who is God calling me to speak with today… 
And as a practical note then this week seek out ways to share your faith …  
Then also consider who are people in your life that you can trust?… who are the ones who are able to speak God’s truth to you and hold you accountable?… 
You see, we need people who can speak the truth to us in love… 
For it means that means that when you are going the wrong way they actually care enough to speak up.
 (we need to speak into other’s lives also need people who speak into our own)
The prophet is to speak God’s word not because they want attention but because they want person to be safe. The call of a prophet then is not a call to fame but to service in love. 
Remember then that being a prophet is not about the allure of authority but the accountability to authority.  
That we are all under God’s authority … that we stand with each other in need of discerning God’s voice … and as we do so God raises up from among us prophets that will speak His Word today.  
 

15 The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among you, from your fellow Israelites. You must listen to him. 16 For this is what you asked of the LORD your God at Horeb on the day of the assembly when you said, “Let us not hear the voice of the LORD our God nor see this great fire anymore, or we will die.” 
17 The LORD said to me: “What they say is good. 18 I will raise up for them a prophet like you from among their fellow Israelites, and I will put my words in his mouth. He will tell them everything I command him. 19 I myself will call to account anyone who does not listen to my words that the prophet speaks in my name. 20 But a prophet who presumes to speak in my name anything I have not commanded, or a prophet who speaks in the name of other gods, is to be put to death.” 
21 You may say to yourselves, “How can we know when a message has not been spoken by the LORD?” 22 If what a prophet proclaims in the name of the LORD does not take place or come true, that is a message the LORD has not spoken. That prophet has spoken presumptuously, so do not be alarmed. 

