BIBLICAL AUTHORITY

LESSONS FROM HISTORY
INTRODUCTION
· Bible Authority is displayed in both Biblical and non-Biblical Historical examples. 

· The value of looking at historical examples is we can learn from the mistakes and benefit from the experience of those who went before us.
· When we talk about History, we are really talking about EXAMPLES
· We as a generation may get farther, or do a better job of applying the scriptures than our forefather. But we owe a debt of gratitude to them because we stand on their shoulders and gain from their experience. 
PART A – BIBLICAL EXAMPLES

I. Biblical Authority: A choice to Accept or Reject
Example: Hagar & Sarah
a) Gen 16:4  He [Abraham] went in to Hagar, and she conceived; and when she saw that she had conceived, her mistress was despised in her sight. 

b) Gen 16:6  But Abram said to Sarai, "Behold, your maid is in your hand [authority];

c) Gen 16:9  Then the angel of the LORD said to her, "Return to your mistress, and submit yourself under her hand [authority]." 

· Tension was created when Hagar was “elevated” in her own eyes to being not only equal, but above her mistress – Sarah.

· The problem was Hagar’s position did not match the reality of the situation –verse 6 – “your maid is in your power”.

· Hagar had change her thinking in order to go from despising the one in authority over her, to submitting to the one in authority over her.
(1) Choice #1: Submit/Subject to Authority: 
a) 1Pe 2:13  Submit yourselves for the Lord's sake to every human institution, whether to a king as the one in authority, 
b) Hbr 13:17  Obey your leaders and submit {to them,} for they keep watch over your souls as those who will give an account. 
c) Jam 4:7 Submit therefore to God. 
Jesus was an example of this in His life on earth:
d) Jhn 6:38  "For I have come down from heaven, not to do My own will, but the will of Him who sent Me. 

A word closely related to submit is subject. Submission is within context of a personal relationship, whereas subjection is more related to “kingly” authority.

e) Eph 5:24  But as the church is subject to Christ, 
f) Titus 2:9  Urge bondslaves to be subject to their own masters in everything, to be well-pleasing, not argumentative, 
(2) Choice #2: Reject/Despise/Rebel Authority: 
a) Jude 1:8; Yet in the same way these men, also by dreaming, defile the flesh, and reject authority, and revile angelic majesties.
b) 2 Peter 2:10; and especially those who indulge the flesh in {its} corrupt desires and despise authority. 
c) 2 Samuel 12: 'David: Why have you despised the word of the LORD by doing evil in His sight? …because you have despised Me [LORD]… 
d) 2Ch 36:16  …but they continually mocked the messengers of God, despised His words and scoffed at His prophets, until the wrath of the LORD arose against His people, until there was no remedy. 
PRINCIPLE: The submission to authority is a choice. To reject someone’s authority is same as despising the one who is exercising it. 
Summarized by Isa 1:19-20  "If you consent and obey, You will eat the best of the land; Isa 1:20  "But if you refuse and rebel, You will be devoured by the sword." Truly, the mouth of the LORD has spoken. 

II. Biblical Examples of things placed under the authority of another:

(1) God:
a) Earth – Job 34:13 "Who gave Him [God] authority over the earth? And who has laid on Him the whole world?

b) Times and Epochs He sets- Acts 1:7 He said to them, "It is not for you to know times or epochs which the Father has fixed by His own authority;  
c) Casting someone into Hell – Luke 12:5 "But I will warn you whom to fear: fear the One who, after He has killed, has authority to cast into hell; yes, I tell you, fear Him! 

d) To allow His Son’s death -  John 19:11 Jesus answered, "You would have no authority over Me, unless it had been given you from above; 

(2) Jesus: 
a) To Forgive Sin - Matt 9:6 But so that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins"--then He *said to the paralytic, "Get up, pick up your bed and go home." 
b) Over His life - John 10:18 "No one has taken it away from Me, but I lay it down on My own initiative. I have authority to lay it down, and I have authority to take it up again. This commandment I received from My Father." 

c) Over Evil Spirits – Luke 4:36 And amazement came upon them all, and they {began} talking with one another saying, "What is this message? For with authority and power He commands the unclean spirits and they come out."

d) All authority – Matt 28:18 And Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying, "All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth.  – Given not usurped!  
(3) Apostolic Authority – 

a) Impart the Holy Spirit Acts 8:19 saying, "Give this authority to me as well, so that everyone on whom I lay my hands may receive the Holy Spirit." 
b) Build up saints 2 Cor. 10:8 For even if I boast somewhat further about our authority, which the Lord gave for building you up and not for destroying you, I will not be put to shame, 
c) Command the saints in Jesus name -1 Thes 4:2 For you know what commandments we gave you by the authority of the Lord Jesus.  

Other Examples:
(4) The earth under mankind  -Gen 1
(5) Wives to husband – Col 3:18
(6) Younger to Older -1Pe 5:5  You younger men, likewise, be subject to your elders
(7) Citizen to government  - Rom 13; 1 Pet 2:13

(8) People of God under His chosen leadership –Moses/Joshua. Elders - Num 27

(9) A minister of the Word when rebuking –Timothy

III. The Biblical Principle of the “Order” of Authority:

(1) 1Cr 11:3  But I want you to understand that Christ is the head of every man, and the man is the head of a woman, and God is the head of Christ. 
a) 1 Cor. 11:3 establishes the order of authority:
1. God 

2. Christ

3. Every Man

4. A Woman 
(2) Act 5:29  But Peter and the apostles answered, "We must obey God rather than men.
(3) Eph 5:24  But as the church is subject to Christ, so also the wives ought to be to their husbands in everything
(4)  Part of Lesson 1 (Robin’s Lesson) was How to establish authority for why we should follow the apostles. This same thought is reflected in writings from that time:
1. Clement [AD 30-100]: “The apostles have preached the Gospel to us from the Lord Jesus Christ; Jesus Christ [has done so] from God. Christ therefore was sent forth by God, and the apostles by Christ. Both these appointments, then, were made in an orderly way, according to the will of God. Having therefore received their orders, and being fully assured by the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ, and established in the word of God, with full assurance of the Holy Ghost, they went forth proclaiming that the kingdom of God was at hand. And thus preaching through countries and cities, they appointed the first-fruits, having first proved them by the Spirit, to be bishops and deacons of those who should afterwards believe. Nor was this any new thing, since indeed many ages before it was written concerning bishops and deacons. For thus saith the Scripture in a certain place, “I will appoint their bishops in righteousness, and their deacons in faith.””  
IV. Biblical Authority: Delegated for God’s Purposes
(1) Authority is invested in another by someone when acting in the formers name: The phrase  “in the name of” –which means “by the authority of”: 
a) Acts 16:18  She continued doing this for many days. But Paul was greatly annoyed, and turned and said to the spirit, "I command you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her!" And it came out at that very moment. 
b) 1Cr 5:4  In the name of our Lord Jesus, when you are assembled, and I with you in spirit, with the power of our Lord Jesus, 
c) Jhn 5:43  "I have come in My Father's name, and you do not receive Me;
d) Col 3:17  Whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks through Him to God the Father. 
e) 1Pe 4:11 whoever speaks, as one who speaks oracles of God; whoever serves, as one who serves by the strength that God supplies—in order that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ. 

PRINCIPLE: God always has an order for things.


PART B – SECULAR EXAMPLES
I. Bible Authority Exceeded to do Good Works
(1)  Combat false teaching (heresy) & to ensure unity: Arises from the question “How are we going to maintain peace/unity? combat false teaching”?

 Not a new problem: Act 15:24  we have heard that some of our number to whom we gave no instruction have disturbed you with their words, unsettling your souls, 
(a) Have Civil Authority enforce church practice/doctrine - Constantine
(b) Create positions of leadership beyond Elders – President , Bishop, Pope
Emperor Valentinian III, from an Edict in Support of Papal Authority – July 445
Certain it is that for us and our Empire the only defense is in the favor of the God of heaven; and to deserve it our first care is to support the Christian faith and its venerable religion. Inasmuch then as the primacy of the Apostolic See is assured by the merit of St. Peter, prince of the episcopate, by the rank of the City of Rome, and also by the authority of a sacred Synod, let not presumption endeavour to attempt anything contrary to that See. For then at length will the peace of the churches be everywhere maintained, if the whole body acknowledges its ruler.
Tertullian [145-220] From “The Apology” Chapter XVII:

This passage deals with “who” can baptize someone. We can see here in this passage some of the early departures in the pattern of the New Testament.
For concluding our brief subject, (who is the bishop) has the right: in the next place, the presbyters and deacons, yet not without the bishop's authority, on account of the honor of the Church, which being preserved, peace is preserved. Beside these, even laymen have the right; for what is equally received can be equally given. Unless bishops, or priests, or deacons, be on the spot, other disciples are called i.e. to the work. The word of the Lord ought not to be hidden by any: in like manner, too, baptism, which is equally God's property, can be administered by all.
 it remains to put you in mind also of the due observance of giving and receiving baptism. Of giving it, the chief priest
(c) Church councils & synods–First council of Nicea called by Constantine to settle the Arian heresy. These groups issued decrees:
i. Creedal statements - issued from councils as statements of belief Nicene Creed – issued for a seemingly good purpose. 
ii. Church canons – Councils issued their judgments used to give guidance  – again issued for a seemingly good purpose
iii. Set a precedent for all subsequent councils. 
EXAMPLE CANON –COUNCIL OF NICEA
17. Deacons must abide within their own bounds.  They shall not administer the Eucharist [Lord’s Supper] to presbyters, nor touch it before them, nor sit among the presbyters.  For all this is contrary to canon, and to decent order.

(d) Remove the Bible from the common man – Middles ages Catholic church actually made reading, then later owning, a Bible a crime. This allowed only certain people to interpret the Bible. We do the same when we quote preachers/people as authoritative.
(2) Advancing the Cause of Christ/Convert people – Arises from the question “How are we going to convert people”?
(a) Civil authority to force conversion - The Spanish inquisition was the outgrowth of Queen Isabella & King Ferdinand’s desire to establish Spain as a “Christian nation” & force conversion on Jews & Muslims. 
(b) Crusades – to force conversion and to rescue the Holy Land.

(c) Create missionary societies & sponsoring church arrangements– came as an outgrowth of people wanting to convert souls.
(d) Boston Movement –demand absolute submission from a covert without question to someone higher ranked in the church for their own good
(3) Providing for Social Needs – Arises from the needs people observe in society and a desire to help with those needs “How are we going to help people”?

(a) The Papal Army – to help defend Rome against the barbarians.
(b) Orphans Homes – A desire to help take care of orphans.
(c) Soup Kitchens – to meet the needs of  the hungry

II. Authority Set Aside to Appease Human Standards.
Arises from the question “Who is qualified to take the positions of leadership”?

Once Again Not a new problem: 1 Cor 2:4-5 …and my message and my preaching were not in persuasive words of wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power, so that your faith would not rest on the wisdom of men, but on the power of God. 
(a) All of the preceding examples could fit into this category.

(b) Human Credentials required for church leaders – Doctorate req’d to preach, PhD requirement’s etc… Contrast with God’s Way: Amos was a shepherd, Apostles were fishermen, David a shepherd. 
(c) Formal College education required for church leader - required for men in order to occupy leadership positions in the church. Leads to the support of colleges by the church.
(d) Programs or institutions required to fulfill God’s plan - other than simple teaching of the gospel to convert people. 
III. Questioning the Authority of the Word of God Itself:
Is the Bible accurate enough to be authoritative? “Should we only practice what we find in scripture”?

(a) Higher Criticism – example Matthew wasn’t inspired, he copied Mark
(b) Multiple Interpretation  - idea that interpretation is totally subjective. 
(c) Red Letter Edition Obedience – Idea that only the words of Jesus are inspired.
BUT – Dewhirst taught that we will not see all things 100% alike. So how do we differentiate? 
(d) Scriptural Authority is Viewed in 2 Categories: 

i. Differences between people who are like minded about the Authority of Scriptures – such as covering, one cup, meat sacrificed to Idols.
ii. Differences between people who do not see the Bible as authoritative – Doctrinal: Instrumental music, only Lord’s Supper is given, Celibacy, Crusades, Pope, Homosexual marriage; Bible itself- Catholic Church teaches – tradition and pronouncements from the Pope (when speaking ex-cathedra) are equal to scripture. Mormons equate The Book of Mormon to scripture.
NOTE: A Mistake we can make: We might conclude the reasons people divided in the 50’s was due to arguments over issues. Wrong! People divided because they came to see the Authority of the Bible differently. 
IV. Biblical Primitivism – Return to the Bible Only.
(a)  Sola Scriptura - the battle cry of the reformation. Rephrased by the restoration movement “speak where the Bible speaks, be silent where the Bible is silent.”
(b) Col 3:17  Whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks through Him to God the Father. 
(c) 1Pe 4:11 whoever speaks, as one who speaks oracles of God; whoever serves, as one who serves by the strength that God supplies—in order that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ. 
(d) Generation principle – Each Generation Must decide for itself how it will view and respond to the Authority of the Scriptures:

a) Jdg 2:7  The people served the LORD all the days of Joshua, and all the days of the elders who survived Joshua, who had seen all the great work of the LORD which He had done for Israel. Jdg 2:8  Then Joshua the son of Nun, the servant of the LORD, died at the age of one hundred and ten. …Jdg 2:10  All that generation also were gathered to their fathers; and there arose another generation after them who did not know the LORD, nor yet the work which He had done for Israel.
Justin Martyr, from his Apology 1 (A.D. 150): Description of a church service: 
“At the end of the prayers, we greet one another with a kiss. Then the president of the brethren is brought bread and a cup of wine mixed with water; and he takes them, and offers up praise and glory to the Father of the universe, through the name of the Son and of the Holy Ghost, and gives thanks at considerable length for our being counted worthy to receive these things at his hands. When he has concluded the prayers and the thanksgivings, all the people present express their joyful assent by saying Amen. (‘Amen’ means ‘so be it’ in Hebrew) . . . Then those whom we call deacons give to each of those present the bread and wine mixed with water over which the thanksgiving was pronounced, and carry away a portion to those who are absent.” 

“We call this food ‘Eucharist,’ which no one is allowed to share unless he or she believes that the things we teach are true, and has been washed with the washing that is for remission of sins and unto a second birth, and is living as Christ has commanded. For we do not receive them as common bread and common drink; but as Jesus Christ our Saviour, having been made flesh by the word of God, had both flesh and blood for our salvation; similarly we have been taught that the food which is blessed by the word of prayer transmitted from him, and by which our blood and flesh are changed and nourished, is the flesh and blood of that Jesus who was made flesh. For the apostles, in the memoirs called Gospels composed by them, have thus delivered unto us what was enjoined upon them; that Jesus took bread, and when he had given thanks, said, This do in remembrance of me, this is my body; and that, in a similar way, having taken the cup and given thanks, he said, This is my blood; and gave it to them alone.” 
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