Authority Basics
Introduction:

· The amount of “information” on this topic is virtually limitless 
· A Google search of “biblical authority”  resulted in 2.31 million “hits”.  
· Embry Hills website 11 lessons of 38 pages long in outline form. 

· This study cannot address all aspects of biblical authority or all potential “issues” that derive from misuse of authority but should provide fundamental aspects of authority.

Assumes we all:

1)  Believe God is creator 

2)  Believe the Bible is God’s revealed and inerrant will for man

3)  Want to please God, go to heaven and help others go to heaven 

Consider these questions.  How would you answer your neighbor:
1) Why do we do what we do in worship?

2) How do we establish doctrine?
3) Why do we not offer sacrifices or keep the Sabbath?

4) Why are women not serving as elders or preachers?

5) Why worry about doctrine – can’t we just follow the red letters and then be unified in the love of Christ?

Key:  If we are going to be successful worshipping God as he desires, living our lives properly and teaching others, we all must be able to show the authority for all we do from God’s word or we have no credibility, nor do we have reason to expect others to accept what we teach.

Consider these verses and their premise – God’s word is authoritative:
Inspiration is supernatural:  Heb 1:1-2 ;  2Tim 3:16-17 
Inspiration is essential to knowing God’s Will. Without it we would not know God’s thoughts:  Is 55:8-11 
Inspiration is twofold: Word of God inspiring, the words of man to communicate:  2Pet 1:20, 21 


Even though Inspiration is twofold it is still the Word of God: 1Th 2:13   

Question:  Can we show the authority for these men words or any bible verses?  
Patriarchal Age:
Gen 1:1, 26-30:  God created and gave man the world
Gen 6:5-8: God had expectations and standards
Gen 7:1-5:  God honored righteousness that submitted to his authority
God uses men who submit to his authority – Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, - that he directs and protects and ultimately leads to Egypt (through Joseph) for the building of a nation from which mankind’s savior will come.  
Mosaic Age:  

· As we leave Genesis we see a change unfolding.  
· God speaks to Jacob on his way to Egypt, then approx. 400 yrs of silence.

· Moses is a reluctant leader and spokesperson for God who continues the patriarchal role for God’s people until Mt. Sinai. (Ex 19:3-9).
· At Mt. Sinai the patriarchal age ends and God institutes a new Law.

· God gives the Ten Commandments verbally (Ex 20:1-17). 
· Ex 20:22 - God shows his authority to the people 
· Law giving continues from Gen 21 – Gen 23, tabernacle instructions Gen 24 – 27, role of the priests 29, etc  In chapters 39 and 40 of Exodus we see a phrase that shows the authority of God used 16 or 17 times just as the Lord had commanded Moses.  This begins the Mosaic age or dispensation that will be based on the law of Moses (law God gave through Moses)

· God fleshes out his Law the “Law of Moses” worship and religious service Leviticus 1-17 and the moral/civil law in chapters 18-27.  Thus God as authoritative creator has established his Law - the written word of God.
Christ’s Authority:

· After another 400 year period of silence, the dawning of God’s final plan for man occurs with the birth of Jesus Christ – the Son of God.  
· We will focus on the authority God vested in him. 
· Matt 3:16-17;  Matt 17:5 – This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well-pleased; listen to him!  God transfers his Authority to Christ thus mankind is to listen to him.  Therefore, all of Christ’s teaching is to be recognized as having all authority of God the creator and obviously must be followed.
· Christ subjected himself to God’s word, recognizing that it was authoritative and must be followed.  Another way to look at is that Christ exercised his authority through the use of scripture.  For example when tempted in the wilderness by Satan, Christ did not invoke his own authority but rather said to Satan, “It is written”. 
· Christ himself affirms his authority from God Matt 28:18-20.  Here we see Christ passing his authority on to the apostles, but the questions arise – what did he command and why can we trust the apostles word?

· That issue can be addressed by understanding how Christ would command the apostles.  Not only did he teach them while on earth, but God and Christ had a plan to use scripture to fully tell God’s will and plan for the salvation of man.

Apostolic Authority: 

· Matt 16:19 ; Matt 18:18 Jesus granted heavenly authority to all apostles for all that they would bind or loose.
· The granting of heavenly authority to the apostles is more completely understood in light of Jesus’ teaching on the night before he is crucified. Consider the following verses:
· John 14: 10-17, 21-26
· John 15: 10-11, 20(apostolic authority), 26-27
· John 16:  7-15
· John 17:  1-4, 14-17, 20-21(power of the word), 24
Christian Dispensation:
· After Christ’s death, resurrection and ascension - Christian dispensation begins through Apostolic teaching/writing as led by the Holy Spirit:

· In Acts 2 we see the power and full measure of the Holy Spirit poured out on the apostles, thus fulfilling the prophecy of Joel and the promise of Christ in John 14-16.  

· Christ is fully revealed as the savior of the Old Testament Prophecies
· Church is established as God planned from eternity (Eph 2:11-3:11)
· Apostles give God’s Word to the Jews and then the Gentiles. 

· God’s Word - not just the “red letters” from the 4 gospels, but the full measure of God’s truth fulfilling the promise to Abraham that all nations of the earth (Jew and Gentile) would be blessed through his seed. 
· As Jesus said to the apostles – if we love him we will keep his commandments – and that includes using the apostolic teachings and examples in the New Testament for all that we do.
2Tim 3:14-17 - You, however, continue in the things you have learned and become convinced of, knowing from whom you have learned {them,} and that from childhood you have known the sacred writings which are able to give you the wisdom that leads to salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus.  All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness; so that the man of God may be adequate, equipped for every good work.
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