Applying the Principles of Biblical Authority
Principles in Action – Acts 15

1.  Necessary Inference - 15:7-11

 
2.  Examples of apostles - 15:12
3.  Command or Statement in Scripture - 15:13-21
4.  Silence of Scripture or commands - 15:24

God’s Word is the ONLY Guide
1.  Jesus spoke ____________________________________________ - John 12:49-50
2.  Holy Spirit speaks _______________________________________ - John 16:13
3.  All Scripture is __________________________________________ - John 16:13-14; 









   2 Peter 1:3, 19-21; Jude 3 

4.  Do not _____________________________ to God’s word – 2 John 9-11; Proverbs 30:5-6
5. Faith comes by __________________________________________ - Romans 10:17
6. We can only ____________________________________________ - 1 Peter 4:11
7. We must respect the ______________________________________ - 1 Corinthians 4:6

Biblical Examples

· God accepted Abel’s animal sacrifice and rejected Cain offering of fruit – Gen 4; Heb. 11:4

· Moses was punished because He did not “believe” in God – Numbers 20:7-12


 

· Saul lost his crown because he worshipped God unlawfully – 2 Samuel 13:1-5
· Nadab and Abihu were destroyed for offering a “strange, profane” fire – Leviticus 10:1-4
· First century Christians tried to bind what was not authorized by Jesus Christ in the New Testament – Acts 15

21st Century Application of the Biblical Principles
	NT Doctrinal Practice
	OT Verse?
	NT Verse?
	Human Reasoning
	God’s       View

	Circumcision practiced: Acts15:1
	Gen 17:11
	Acts 15:1-24; Col 2:10-12
	
	

	Instrumental music (Started in1850 A.D.)
	Psalm 150
	Eph 5:17-19; Heb 2:12; 1 Cor 14:15; Rom 15:9
	
	

	Tithing – Giving 10%
	Lev 27:32
	Matt 23:23 – Jesus encouraged tithes but it was the Old Law

Hebrews 10; 1 Cor. 16:1-2; 2 Cor 9:6
	
	

	Church world headquarters
	?
	Acts 15:22-23  Note: The study included apostles, elders and brethren! This was not an exclusive group.
1 Peter 5:1-2; Phil 1:1; Acts 20:28; Rev 2-3
	
	

	Church sponsored social activities to promote evangelism
	
	1 Cor 11:22, 33-34; Jn 6:26-27; Rom 14:17; Note: In Acts food and entertainment were never used to draw people into the church
	
	

	Church sponsored hospitals, orphan homes and charities
	
	1 Tim 5:16, 5:8, 9-10; Ats 6 – widows in the church; Acts 11:27-30 – relief for “brethren”; James 1:26-27 – written to individuals “Keep oneself unspotted” 
	
	














