The Pattern of Congregational Benevolence in the New Testament



We will do two things in this study:

1. Identify each scripture in the NT that deals with benevolence

2. Look for a pattern in actions of benevolence

I. Bible Texts On Benevolence:

A. Texts that deal with formal benevolence within a local congregation:

1. Acts 2:44-45

2. Acts 4:34-37

3. Acts 6:1-8

4. 1 Ti 5:9-16

B. Texts where one church helps another needy church(s)

1. Acts 11:27-30 Antioch to churches of Judea

2. Rom 15:25-28; 1 Cor 16:1,2; 2 Cor 8,9 Macedonia & Achaia to Jerusalem

C. Texts where individuals are to show benevolence: (just a few of the many)

1. Gal 6:10

2. Jas 1:27 – Note: context “keep oneself” unspotted
3. Mt 25 – individual salvation
4. Heb 13:2 - entertain strangers

5. 1 Jn 4:17

6. Parable of the Good Samaritan.

D. For the saints, not for non-Christians, without exception, establishing a pattern that must be followed:

1. Acts 2:44; 4:32: needy ‘believers"

2. Acts 6:1-10 dispute over "believing" widows

3. Acts 11 "relief for the brethren"

4. 1 Tim 5:9-10,16 "believing widows"

5. 1 Cor 16:1 collection "for the saints"

6. Rom 15:25 to minister "to the saints"

7. 2 Cor 8:9 supply the "need of the saints" in Judea and to all (other needy saints outside Judea)

8. 2 Cor 9:1 "ministry to the saints"

II. Treasury money forbidden to Non-Christians:

A. An outline of 1 Tim 5 is as follows:

1. v3-8 speaks of widows who must not be supported by the church if a member of that church is the relative of the widow.

2. v9-11 speaks of the LIST. The list was church treasury support of widows. Notice that not only are all non-Christians specifically excluded, but two categories of Christian widows:

	 
	· young Christian widows (under 60) with no relatives may not get church treasury                 money on the list 

· lukewarm Christian widows or widows who are not considered exemplary as per the qualifications


B. This means that if a 75 year old widow who is a Christian did not meet these qualifications, she is not allowed to get treasury money, but is forbidden. If a lukewarm Christian widow is prohibited, how much more is a non-Christian widow?

C. Now we go back to James 1:27:

1. This verse is actually a proof text used by those who reject the Bible pattern of collective church treasury money for "saints only" and forbidden to be given to non-Christians.

2. Yet we know for certain that James 1:27 CANNOT include collective church benevolence to non-Christians because of 1 Tim 5!
III. Conclusions One Must Accept

To rightly divide the Truth one must recognize that some Scripture is addressed to individuals and other passages to churches. The context or text makes this clear. Those who believe in the support of orphan asylums disagree, claiming that it matters not, and use such passages as James 1:27 (addressed to individuals) to justify their institutions. Let us carry this to the logical conclusion:

	Command
	Text
	Does not Authorize

	"Visit the fatherless"
	James 1:27
	Does not Authorize Church orphanages

	"Visit the widows"
	James 1:27
	Does not Authorize Church widowages

	"Feed the hungry"
	Mt.25:35,36
	Does not Authorize Church restaurants

	"Visit the sick"
	Mt.25:35,36
	Does not Authorize Church hospitals

	"Visit the prisoner"
	Mt.25:35,36
	Does not Authorize Church jails

	"Clothe the naked"
	Mt.25:35,36
	Does not Authorize Church clothing stores

	"Entertain strangers"
	Heb. 13:2 
	Does not Authorize Church hotels
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