Exodus Introduction
The Book of Exodus is the story of how God raised up a man, Moses, and used him to deliver His people out of slavery in Egypt. It tells how they began the journey to the land promised by God to the patriarchs. At no other period of time in Israel’s history was God so visibly active among his chosen people, as he was during the Exodus, and the subsequent 40 year period wandering. 

Exodus tells how God made a covenant with the nation of Israel at Sinai, and then took steps to “dwell among them” by the construction of the tabernacle, and establishment of the Aaronic priesthood. It tells how God often demonstrated His patience with His chosen leader as well as His chosen people.
The setting of the stage for the Exodus was set in the later chapters of Genesis. Exodus can be viewed as continuing the story begun in Genesis. Therefore, several key events are worth noting from Genesis as an introduction to the book of Exodus. These key events are:
1) Egyptian slavery was prophesied to Abraham.

2) The last words God spoke to an Israelite prior to the Exodus.
3) Where the Israelites lived while in Egypt.
4) The cultural bias of Egyptians against Hebrews
5) Joseph’s final instructions.
We will look at each one of these briefly in more detail as introduction to this study.
1) Egyptian slavery prophesied to Abraham.
The covenant God made with Abraham in Gen 15 contained information about the future of Abraham’s descendants. In Gen 15:13-14 we read – “God said to Abram, "Know for certain that your descendants will be strangers in a land that is not theirs, where they will be enslaved and oppressed four hundred years.  But I will also judge the nation whom they will serve, and afterward they will come out with many possessions”.
In this passage of scripture God tells Abraham several key things about the future of his descendants. In verses 13-14 we note:

· Abraham’s descendants would be strangers in a land not theirs

· They would be enslaved and oppressed

· The length of time for these events would be 400 years

· God would judge the nation who oppressed and enslaved them

· They would come out with many possessions.

We could reasonably conclude that the events foretold in this prophecy to Abraham would be passed down by him to his descendants. As our study in Exodus unfolds we will see where each of these prophesied events actually occurred.
2) The last words God spoke to an Israelite prior to the Exodus.

In Genesis 46 as Jacob journeyed to Egypt to be reunited with his son Joseph, we read where he stopped in a familiar place, the “well of seven lambs” known as Beersheba, to worship God. He was also perhaps seeking reassurance about his plans since he was about to leave the land of Canaan for Egypt, which had been contrary to God’s will for his father Isaac. God comes to Jacob in a vision and in verse 3 reassures him about going to Egypt.
Gen 46:3-4 “He said, "I am God, the God of your father; do not be afraid to go down to Egypt, for I will make you a great nation there. I will go down with you to Egypt, and I will also surely bring you up again; and Joseph will close your eyes." 

We note from these verses:
· It would be in Egypt that God would make Israel into a great nation.

These words in Gen 46 would be the last recorded words spoken by God to an Israelite until God spoke to Moses at burning bush. Again, it seems reasonable to conclude that they would be shared among the entire family as a promise of the future.

Later as he was nearing his time to die, Jacob would refer back to his confidence in this promise and in Gen 48:21 he told his son Joseph “Then Israel said to Joseph, "Behold, I am about to die, but God will be with you, and bring you back to the land of your fathers”. 
3) Where the Israelites lived while in Egypt.

In Gen 45 while Joseph was speaking to his brothers after making himself known to them, he states in verses 10&11:

Gen 45:10 "You shall live in the land of Goshen, and you shall be near me, you and your children and your children's children and your flocks and your herds and all that you have. There I will also provide for you, for there are still five years of famine to come, and you and your household and all that you have would be impoverished.'"

We note from these verses:
· It would be in Goshen that Israel would live while in Egypt.

It seems it was in Joseph’s mind from the beginning to settle his family in Goshen. Later in chapter 46:33&34 Joseph instructs his brothers to tell Pharaoh that they are shepherds. The intended result was to settle them in Goshen:
“Your servants have been keepers of livestock from our youth even until now, both we and our fathers,' that you may live in the land of Goshen”.
Later when the brothers are brought in to Pharaoh, in keeping with Joseph’s instructions, they said in chapter 46:4  "We have come to sojourn in the land, for there is no pasture for your servants' flocks, for the famine is severe in the land of Canaan. Now, therefore, please let your servants live in the land of Goshen”. So it was no accident that Israel would live in Goshen during the 400 year period in Egypt. But why was this important? 
One explanation seems to be Goshen’s geographical location, with its close proximity to Canaan. When the time came to leave Egypt, Israel would not have far to go to leave. As noted above, it would also be a fitting place for shepherds to live. (It may also be that God’s plan was to maintain His people as nomadic shepherds, so the Israelites would be prepared to live in tents). And finally it would serve God’s purposes when time came to physically separate His people from the Egyptians as he brought the plagues on Egypt. 
4) The cultural bias of Egyptians against Hebrews
Two things are noted in Genesis about the Egyptian view of the Israelites. In Gen 43:32 we can read concerning the meal Joseph ate with his brothers (before revealing himself) that “the Egyptians could not eat bread with the Hebrews, for that is loathsome to the Egyptians”. Later in Gen 46:34 we are told “for every shepherd is loathsome to the Egyptians."  Because of the scruples of the Egyptian culture, Hebrews were viewed as “doubly” loathsome, perhaps even looked down upon. The result of this bias by the Egyptians would tend to isolate the Hebrews culturally from themselves. It can be argued that God perhaps used the result of this semi-isolation in order to preserve the Israelite people intact as a separate nation even though they lived 400 years in the land of Egypt.
We note from these verses:
· The Egyptians loathed shepherds, and specifically the Hebrews themselves to the point of refusing to eat with them.

5) Joseph’s final instructions.

As Joseph’s time to die drew near, he was careful to instruct his brothers concerning the time when they would leave Egypt. In Gen 50:24-26 we read:  
“Joseph said to his brothers, "I am about to die, but God will surely take care of you and bring you up from this land to the land which He promised on oath to Abraham, to Isaac and to Jacob. 
Then Joseph made the sons of Israel swear, saying, "God will surely take care of you, and you shall carry my bones up from here." 

So Joseph died at the age of one hundred and ten years; and he was embalmed and placed in a coffin in Egypt. 

From this passage we note a few more key points. Here we see Joseph, in anticipation of the Exodus from Egypt, instructing his brothers to have their descendants take his bones from there. (We learn from other passages the intent was to bury them in Canaan). The reason Joseph made this request was his confidence that God would “surely bring you up from the land to the land which He promised on Oath”. The fact that he was embalmed, placed in a coffin, but not buried were actions that reflected Joseph’s belief that God would do as He promised, and one day his remains would be carried from Egypt.
We note from these verses:
· God would bring the brothers and their family up from Egypt to the land sworn on oath to the patriarchs.

· As a testimony to this promise, Joseph’s bones would be carried with them when they left Egypt for Canaan.
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