The Gospel of John
 Introduction
A. The Purpose of the Book:
John 20:30-31

30 Therefore many other signs Jesus also performed in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in this book;

31 but these have been written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing you may have life in His name.

In these verses John identifies the distinct purposes for writing this record of the life of Jesus. These purposes as given by John form the basis of main theme questions that we will bear in mind as we study this gospel:
1. How does what John wrote contribute to my belief that Jesus is the son of God?
2. What understanding does John provide on “life in His Name”?
3. What does John mean for a person to truly believe in Christ? 
Questions:

1. What does it mean that Jesus is the “Christ”?

2. Define the word “sign” the way it is used here in verse 30. List the verses where the word “sign” occurs in John’s gospel. Is a “sign” different from other miracles? 

B. Structure of the Book
John 16:28
28 "I came forth from the Father and have come into the world; I am leaving the world again and going to the Father."

This verse from John’s gospel can be used as an outline of the entire book by dividing it in two main halves. The first half of the book (chapters 1-10) focuses on the first part of the verse: Jesus is the son who was sent from the Father. Chapters 11-21 focus on the second part of the verse: Jesus is the son who is returning to the Father.
Another way of viewing the structure of John’s gospel is to see how it is arranged around the seven recorded signs performed by Jesus and the teachings associated with them. Typically the teaching John records from Jesus draw on the significance of the sign, These signs (excluding other miracles mentioned in the gospel) are:
The Seven Major Signs of John’s Gospel
1. Water turned to Wine – chptr. 2
2. Healing of the Royal Officials Child – chptr. 4 

3. Healing of the Lame Man at the Pool of Bethesda – chptr. 5

4. Feeding the Multitude - chptr. 6

5. Healing of the Blind Man –chptr. 9
6. Raising Lazarus from the Dead –chptr.11
7. Jesus Resurrection – chptr 20. 

Note: Some authors list the walking on the water in chapter 6 as one of the signs.
One interesting way of looking at these signs is to consider that all of them can be seen as pointing to Jesus as the Creator, the one through whom all things were made.
One interesting theme that is found in the book are the “I Am” statements of Jesus:
The Eight “I Am” Statements of John’s Gospel

1. I am the Living Bread – 6:51
2. I am the Light of the World – 8:12
3. Before Abraham was, I am – 8:58
4. I am the door of the sheep – 10:7
5. I am the good shepherd – 10:14
6. I am the resurrection and the life – 11:25
7. I am the way, the truth, and the life – 14:6
8. I am the true vine – 15:1
From Constable’s Notes on John – “The key word in the book is the verb "believe" (Gr. pisteuo), which appears 98 times. The noun form of the word (Gr. pistis, "faith") does not occur at all.”
C. Uniqueness of the Book of John:
1. John specifically records the reason for writing the gospel: To produce belief in Jesus as the Son of God. Therefore it stresses Jesus’ deity more strongly than the other gospels.
2. About 93 percent of the material in John's Gospel does not appear in the three Synoptic gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke).
3. John omits many stories found in the other three gospels such as:  Jesus' genealogy, birth, baptism, temptation, exorcizing demons, parables, transfiguration, institution of the Lord's Supper, agony in Gethsemane and ascension.
4. John provides the fullest instruction on the role of the Holy Spirit of all four gospels.
5. John never mentions his own brother James by name. He also does not refer to Matthew by name.

6. John never refers to the 12 as apostles, only as disciples.

7. John’s gospel was likely one of the last New Testament books written.
D. Who was John, the author of this Book?
In the New Testament there are five men identified as John:
1. John the Baptist, son of Zechariah the priest.


2. John the son of Zebedee, an Apostle of Jesus.

3. John (KJV- Jonas) the father of Peter (Jn 1:42)

4. John Mark (Acts 12:12&24)

5. John who sat on the Sanhedrin (Acts 4:4-5)

The Gospel of John was authored by the 2nd John listed above. He was:
1. A Jew by birth.
2. A fisherman by trade (Matt 4:21) and partner with Simon Peter (Luke 5:10)
3. Son of a man named Zebedee (Matt 4:21).
4. Brother of James the apostle (Matt 4:21)
5. Surnamed by Jesus as one of the two “Sons of Thunder” (Mar 3:17).
6. One of the twelve apostles (Matt 10:2).
7. One of the three apostles who witnessed the Transfiguration (Mk 9:12) and was present in the garden on the Mount of Olives (Mk. 14:33).
8. Author of the Gospel of John, the three letters know as 1st, 2nd and 3rd John, and the Book of Revelation.
9. The apostle who, rather than referring to himself by name, uses the phrase “the disciple whom Jesus loved” (John 19:26, 21:20). He is identified as the writer of this gospel in John 21:24 when he says: “This is the disciple who is testifying to these things and wrote these things”
E. Geographical Movement

The stories recorded by John occur in several key geographical locations. From North to South these are:
1. Galilee – the Northern region of Palestine where Jesus lived (Nazareth), and included Capernaum, Cana, and Bethsaida.

2. Samaria - the middle region of Palestine that lay between Galilee and Judea, where a population of mixed race Jews lived who had descended from those settles there by the Assyrians. They worshiped on Mount Gerizim instead of at the Temple in Jerusalem.
a. Josephus wrote about the temple constructed by the Samaritans on Mount Gerizim in Antiquities of the Jews - Book XI, chapter 8. This will have relevance to the story in John chapter 4.
Now when Alexander [the Great] was dead, the government was parted among his successors, but the temple upon Mount Gerizzim remained. And if any one were accused by those of Jerusalem of having eaten things common  or of having broken the sabbath, or of any other crime of the like nature, he fled away to the Shechemites…
b. Josephus also wrote about the conflict between Jew and Samaritan. While writing about this conflict he recorded how Jews traveled through Samaria to Jerusalem in Antiquities of the Jews - Book XX, chapter 6:
 Now there arose a quarrel between the Samaritans and the Jews on the occasion following: It was the custom of the Galileans, when they came to the holy city at the festivals, to take their journeys through the country of the Samaritans…
3. Judea – the Southern region of Palestine where Bethlehem, Bethany and Jerusalem were located. Jerusalem was city where the Temple was located. Most of the stories in John’s gospel occur in Judea.
F. Why are there Four Gospels? 
The ancient Christian writer Origen (185-254 AD) gave a good answer: there are not four gospels, but one four-fold gospel. Each gospel presents a different perspective on the life of Jesus, and we need all four to get the full picture.
Matthew, Mark, and Luke are known as the three synoptic gospels. Synoptic means "see-together" and the first three gospels present Jesus’ life in a similar format. The first three gospels focus more on what Jesus taught and did; John focuses more on who Jesus is.

· In his footnotes to on Eusebius Pamphilus Church History, Philip Schaff pointed out that the gospel of John provides the only clear picture of the length of Christ’s ministry:
The Synoptic Gospels certainly give the impression that Christ’s public ministry lasted but a single year; and were it not for the additional light which John throws upon the subject, the one year ministry would be universally accepted, as it was by many of the early Fathers. John, however, expressly mentions three, perhaps four, passovers, so that Christ’s ministry lasted either two or three years.
· One of the ancient church “fathers” named Iraneaus wrote that the apostles, including John, were the authors of the four gospels. In his book titled Against Heresies, Vol 3:1 he gave the following testimony to the importance of the four gospels:
We have learned from none others the plan of our salvation, than from those through whom the Gospel has come down to us, which they did at one time proclaim in public, and, at a later period, by the will of God, handed down to us in the Scriptures, to be the ground and pillar of our faith. For it is unlawful to assert that they preached before they possessed “perfect knowledge,” as some do even venture to say, boasting themselves as improvers of the apostles. 

For, after our Lord rose from the dead, [the apostles] they were invested with power from on high when the Holy Spirit came down [upon them], were filled from all [His gifts], and had perfect knowledge: they departed to the ends of the earth, preaching the glad tidings of the good things [sent] from God to us, and proclaiming the peace of heaven to men, who indeed do all equally and individually possess the Gospel of God. 

Matthew also issued a written Gospel among the Hebrews in their own dialect, while Peter and Paul were preaching at Rome, and laying the foundations of the Church. After their departure, Mark, the disciple and interpreter of Peter, did also hand down to us in writing what had been preached by Peter. Luke also, the companion of Paul, recorded in a book the Gospel preached by him. Afterwards, John, the disciple of the Lord, who also had leaned upon His breast, did himself publish a Gospel during his residence at Ephesus in Asia

· From David Guzik’s Commentary on John:

Each of the gospels emphasizes a different origin of Jesus.
i. 
Matthew shows Jesus came from Abraham through David, and demonstrates that He is the Messiah promised in the Old Testament (Matthew 1:1-17).

ii. 
Mark shows Jesus came from Nazareth, demonstrating that Jesus is a Servant (Mark 1:9).

iii. 
Luke shows Jesus came from Adam, demonstrating that Jesus is the Perfect Man (Luke 3:23-38).

iv. 
John shows Jesus came from heaven, demonstrating that Jesus is God.

· From Constable’s Notes on John:

Matthew connected Him with David and Abraham. Mark associated Him directly with John the Baptist. Luke recorded the predictions of His birth. John, however, declared Him to be the eternal Son of God.

· In the footnotes to Eusebius Pamphilus Church History, Philip Schaff noted the following as the reasons John wrote the fourth gospel:
The Muratorian Fragment says, “The Fourth Gospel is that of John, one of the disciples. When his fellow-disciples and bishops entreated him, he said, ‘Fast ye now with me for the space of three days, and let us recount to each other whatever may be revealed to us.’ On the same night it was revealed to Andrew, one of the apostles, that John should narrate all things in his own name as they called them to mind.” Irenæus (III. 11. 1) supposes John to have written his Gospel as a polemic against Cerinthus. Clement of Alexandria, in his Hypotyposes (quoted by Eusebius, VI. 14), says that John wrote a spiritual Gospel, as a supplement to the other Gospels, which had sufficiently described the external facts.
· In the History of the Christian church- Vol. I – Apostolic Christianity  Philip Schaff noted the following unique qualities of the gospel of John:

The transition from Matthew to Mark, and from Mark to Luke is easy and natural; but in passing from any of the Synoptists to the fourth Gospel we breathe a different atmosphere, and feel as if we were suddenly translated from a fertile valley to the height of a mountain with a boundless vision over new scenes of beauty and grandeur. We look in vain for a genealogy of Jesus, for an account of his birth, for the sermons of the Baptist, for the history of the temptation in the wilderness, the baptism in the Jordan, and the transfiguration on the Mount, for a list of the Twelve, for the miraculous cures of demoniacs. John says nothing of the institution of the church and the sacraments; though he is full of the mystical union and communion which is the essence of the church, and presents the spiritual meaning of baptism and the Lord’s Supper (John 3 and John 6). He omits the ascension, though it is promised through Mary Magdalene (20:17). He has not a word of the Sermon on the Mount, and the Lord’s Prayer, none of the inimitable parables about the kingdom of heaven, none of those telling answers to the entangling questions of the Pharisees. He omits the prophecies of the downfall of Jerusalem and the end of the world, and most of those proverbial, moral sentences and maxims of surpassing wisdom which are strung together by the Synoptists like so many sparkling diamonds.
But in the place of these Synoptical records John gives us an abundance of new matter of equal, if not greater, interest and importance. Right at the threshold we are startled, as by a peal of thunder from the depths, of eternity: "In the beginning was the Word." And as we proceed we hear about the creation of the world, the shining of the true light in darkness, the preparatory revelations, the incarnation of the Logos, the testimony of the Baptist to the Lamb of God. We listen with increasing wonder to those mysterious discourses about the new birth of the Spirit, the water of life, the bread of life from heaven, about the relation of the eternal and only-begotten Son to the Father, to the world, and to believers, the mission of the Holy Spirit, the promise of the many mansions in heaven, the farewell to the disciples, and at last that sacerdotal prayer which brings us nearest to the throne and the beating heart of God. John alone reports the interviews with Nicodemus, the woman of Samaria, and the Greek foreigners. He records six miracles not mentioned by the Synoptists, and among them the two greatest—the changing of water into wine and the raising of Lazarus from the grave. And where he meets the Synoptists, as in the feeding of the five thousand, he adds the mysterious discourse on the spiritual feeding of believers by the bread of life which has been going on ever since. He makes the nearest approach to his predecessors in the closing chapters on the betrayal, the denial of Peter, the trial before the ecclesiastical and civil tribunals, the crucifixion and resurrection, but even here he is more exact and circumstantial, and adds, interesting details which bear the unmistakable marks of personal observation.
He fills out the ministry of Christ in Judaea, among the hierarchy and the people of Jerusalem, and extends it over three years; while the Synoptists seem to confine it to one year and dwell chiefly on his labors among the peasantry of Galilee. But on close inspection John leaves ample room for the Galilaean, and the Synoptists for the Judaean ministry. None of the Gospels is a complete biography. John expressly disclaims, this (20:31). Matthew implies repeated visits to the holy city when he makes Christ exclaim: "O Jerusalem, Jerusalem ... how often would I have gathered thy children together" (23:37; comp. 27:57). On the other hand John records several miracles in Cana, evidently only as typical examples of many (2:1 sqq.; 4:47 sqq.; 6:1 sqq.). But in Jerusalem the great conflict between light and darkness, belief and unbelief, was most fully developed and matured to the final crisis; and this it was one of his chief objects to describe.
The differences between John and the Synoptists are many and great, but there are no contradictions
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