John Chapter 1
Part 1

Jhn 1:1  In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 

Jhn 1:2  He was in the beginning with God. 

Jhn 1:3  All things came into being through Him, and apart from Him nothing came into being that has come into being. 

Jhn 1:4  In Him was life, and the life was the Light of men. 

Jhn 1:5  The Light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not comprehend it. 

Jhn 1:6  There came a man sent from God, whose name was John. 

Jhn 1:7  He came as a witness, to testify about the Light, so that all might believe through him. 

Jhn 1:8  He was not the Light, but {he came} to testify about the Light. 

Jhn 1:9  There was the true Light which, coming into the world, enlightens every man. 

Jhn 1:10  He was in the world, and the world was made through Him, and the world did not know Him. 

Jhn 1:11  He came to His own, and those who were His own did not receive Him. 

Jhn 1:12  But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, {even} to those who believe in His name, 

Jhn 1:13  who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. 

Jhn 1:14  And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we saw His glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth. 

Jhn 1:15  John *testified about Him and cried out, saying, "This was He of whom I said, 'He who comes after me has a higher rank than I, for He existed before me.' " 

Jhn 1:16  For of His fullness we have all received, and grace upon grace. 

Jhn 1:17  For the Law was given through Moses; grace and truth were realized through Jesus Christ. 

Jhn 1:18  No one has seen God at any time; the only begotten God who is in the bosom of the Father, He has explained {Him.} 

A. Structure: 
1. The nature and origin of the Word Vs 1-2
2. The work and nature of the Word. Vs 3-5
3. The revelation of the Word Vs 6-13
4. The Word becomes flesh Vs 14-18
B. Old Testament Background:
1. Vs 1 – “In the beginning”  

John begins his gospel with an inspired statement which was intended to bring the reader back to the very first words of Genesis 1:1. In doing so the Holy Spirit establishes a link between God the Creator of Genesis 1 and the Word described in John 1.
2. Vs 14 – “we saw His glory”
When Moses asks to see God’s glory (Ex 33:18) God passes in front of him and proclaims Himself to be gracious and compassionate. John intends to connect the reader with the same idea, but presents the idea that he has seen more than Moses did: he has seen the compassion and grace of God in human flesh.  

3. Vs 14 – “dwelt among us”
The word for “dwelt” is actually the Greek word typically translated “tabernacle”. John emphasizes that the Word of eternal existence in verse 1, now has “tabernacled” among men. This idea of God dwelling among His people was one of the key reasons for the Exodus. In Exodus 29:45 speaking in reference to the original tabernacle, God told Moses that it had been constructed so that God could “… dwell among the sons of Israel and will be their God”. But the other idea a tabernacle would bring to mind is that of a temporary dwelling place, just as the original tabernacle was a tent that could be taken down and moved.
4. Vs 17 –“For the Law was given through Moses” 
This is a general reference to the law that Moses began to receive in Egypt at the time of the Exodus and concluded with his final instructions recorded in Deuteronomy while camped beside the Jordan River at the plains of Moab. 
5. Vs 14&18 – “begotten”  

The reference to Jesus as the begotten is a direct link with the prophecy found in Psalm 2:7 where David says "I will surely tell of the decree of the LORD: He said to Me, 'You are My Son, Today I have begotten You.”
C. Text Notes:
1. Vs 1: From Origen’s Commentary on John -  “…the Gospel of John, that which speaks of him whose genealogy had already been set forth[in the other Gospels], but which begins to speak of him at a point before he had any genealogy.
2. Vs 1-5 -The nature of the Word (see definitions)
1) He is Divine – The Word was God
2) He is Eternal – In the beginning was the Word
3) He is Personal – “…was with God”
4) He is the Creator – “all things made through Him”
5) He is the source of Life – in Him was life”.
3. Vs 5 – the word “comprehend” can be understood as either lack of understanding, or inability to overcome.
4. Vs 6 – John seems to take it for granted that his statement that John the Baptist was sent from God would be accepted. The existence of the gospel of Luke which explains the circumstances of John’s birth could be the reason why John the writer did not include any details of the Baptist’s birth.
5. Vs 1-18 - There are seven negative statements in this section

1) Apart form the Word nothing exists. (vs. 3)
2) Darkness did not comprehend the Light. (vs.5) 
3) John is not the light, but rather a witness to the Light. (vs.8)
4) His own did not receive Him. (vs. 11)
5) The world did not know Him. (vs. 10)
6) The New birth is not by blood descent or the will of another. (vs. 13)
7) No one has seen God at anytime.(vs. 18)
6. Vs 1&14: John connects the Word present at the beginning of time in verse 1 with the incarnation in verse 14 thus proclaiming one of the central facts of the gospel – God was manifested in human form.
7. Vs 5-9 - The structure of verses 5 thru 9 emphasizes the purpose of sending John.

Verse 5 – Light shines in Darkness.
Verse 6 – John was sent by God.

Verse 7 - John was sent to testify to the Light (to produce belief).
Verse 8 – John was not the Light.

Verse 9 –Light enlightens every man.
8. Vs 9 – The word “world” is used in two different ways in this verse; one to denote the created order, the second to denote human existence and the associated sin and suffering of this life.
9. Vs 10 – This verse is connected to the thought of verse 1 – the role the Word played as Creator. The irony here is the world made by the Creator did not recognize Him when He came into the world.
10. Vs 10&11: One of the recurring themes in the gospel of John is the rejection of Jesus by those to whom He was sent. The irony is that Jesus was not rejected by strangers, but by His own people.
11. Vs 12 – Believe is the verb form of the word faith. It can be viewed as faith in action.
12. Vs 13 – The emphasis here is one of the themes of John’s gospel – the new birth. The former system of being born into the covenant family of God as a Jew, or becoming a proselyte by decision, will no longer be the way one enters a relationship with God.
13. Vs 14 – Literally “tabernacled” among us. See notes above on “dwelt among us”. 
14. Vs 15 – John the B. fulfills his role acting as a witness by offering testimony about Jesus, in this case to confirm John the apostle’s statement about Jesus in verse 14. The paradox in his testimony is that Jesus, although born after John, existed before him. This aspect of Jesus divine nature is repeated in all four gospels. 
15. Vs 17 – one of the themes of John’s gospel is the superiority of Jesus over Moses.
16. Vs 17 – this is the first time in the introduction that John has identified the person he is describing as Jesus Christ. It may be a deliberate way of emphasizing the character of the Word before associating it with a particular man. John the B. did the same thing in verses 26 & 30.
17. Vs 18 - God has been fully revealed, and is “knowable” by the only begotten Son who has “made Him known”. This theme is found later in John.  
18. Vs 18: The use of the term begotten is repeated in by Jesus Himself in John 3:16. It is coupled with the word “only” to emphasize the uniqueness of Jesus as God’s “only begotten” Son. The phrase “only begotten” is found 5 times in the NT, all in the writings of the Apostle John. (see definition of begotten).
19. Vs 18 – The word “explained” is the Greek word from which we get our word “exegesis” and literally means “to go before”. It also means to declare, or make known.
20. Vs 18 - From Constable’s Notes on John: “John ended his prologue as he began it, with a reference to Jesus' deity. He began by saying the Word was with God (v. 1), and he concluded by saying that He was at the Father's side. This indicates the intimate fellowship, love, and knowledge that the Father and the Son shared. It also gives us confidence that the revelation of the Father that Jesus revealed is accurate. John's main point in this prologue was that Jesus is the ultimate revealer of God.”

D. Key Themes:
1. The Word is the Creator. (vs. 1-3, 10)
2. Testimony is given by a witness. (vs. 8)
3. Light comes through the Word. (vs. 5,9)
4. Rejection of God by humanity. (vs. 10&11)
5. The new birth. (vs. 12&13)
6. The Glory of God. (vs. 14)
7. God dwelt among man. (vs.14)
8. God is made known by His Son. (vs. 18)
E. Key Words: (all definitions taken from Vines Expository Dictionary)
1. Word – Gr. “logos” (Strong’s 3056)
A. Jewish rabbis often referred to God, especially in His more personal aspects, in terms of His word. They spoke of God Himself as "the word of God." For example, ancient Hebrew editions of the Old Testament change Exodus 19:17 (Moses brought the people out of the camp to meet God) to "Moses brought the people out of the camp to meet the word of God." In the mind of the ancient Jews, the phrase "the word of God" could be used to refer to God Himself.
B. The Greek philosophers saw the logos as the power which puts sense into the world, making the world orderly instead of chaotic. The logos was the power that set the world in perfect order and kept it going in perfect order. They saw the logos as the "Ultimate Reason" that controlled all things. A Greek philosopher named Heraclitus first used the term Logos around 600 B.C. to designate the divine reason or plan which coordinates a changing universe.
2. Witness –Gr. “Martyria” (Strong’s 3141) 
A. A witness is portrayed as one who can deliver testimony to events. It carries with it the legal sense of one who testifies in a court of law before a judge. But it carries a stronger sense in the context of one who is an “eyewitness”. sIt noteworthy that the root word of the word witness is the word “martyr”.
3. Dwelt - Gr. “Skēnoō” (Strong’s 4637) 
A. The Greek word for “dwelt” used here in John 1 is translated elsewhere in the New Testament as “tabernacle” (example Rev 7:15). The Greek word eskenosen,  translated "dwelt" or "lived," is related to skene, meaning tabernacle. As God's presence dwelt among the Israelites in the tabernacle, so it lived among them in the person of Jesus temporarily (cf. Exod. 25:8-9; 33:7, 11).
4. World - Gr. “Kosmos” (Strong’s 2889).
A. John usually used the word "world" in a negative sense in this Gospel (cf. v. 10; 7:7; 14:17, 22, 27, 30; 15:18-19; 16:8, 20, 33; 17:6, 9, 14). It does not refer to this planet as a physical place per se, but to the inhabited earth fallen in sin and in rebellion against God. It is the world of humanity darkened by sin. As Jesus says in 16:33 “I have overcome the world”
5. Begotten - Gr. “Monogenēs” (Strong’s 3439).
A. A  With reference to Christ, the phrase "the only begotten from the Father," Jhn 1:14, RV (see also the marg.), indicates that as the Son of God He was the sole representative of the Being and character of the One who sent Him. In the original the definite article is omitted both before "only begotten" and before "Father," and its absence in each case serves to lay stress upon the characteristics referred to in the terms used. The Apostle's object is to demonstrate what sort of glory it was that he and his fellow Apostles had seen. That he is not merely making a comparison with earthly relationships is indicated by para, "from." The glory was that of a unique relationship and the word "begotten" does not imply a beginning of His Sonship. It suggests relationship indeed, but must be distinguished from generation as applied to man.
B. We can only rightly understand the term "the only begotten" when used of the Son, in the sense of unoriginated relationship. "The begetting is not an event of time, however remote, but a fact irrespective of time. The Christ did not become, but necessarily and eternally is the Son. He, a Person, possesses every attribute of pure Godhood. This necessitates eternity, absolute being; in this respect He is not 'after' the Father" (Moule). The expression also suggests the thought of the deepest affection, as in the case of the OT word yachid, variously rendered, "only one," Gen 22:2, 12; "only son," Jer 6:26; Amo 8:10; Zec 12:10; "only beloved," Pro 4:3, and "darling," Psa 22:20; 35:17.
C. In Jhn 1:18 the clause "The Only Begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the Father," expresses both His eternal union with the Father in the Godhead and the ineffable intimacy and love between them, the Son sharing all the Father's counsels and enjoying all His affections.

6. Glory - Gr. “doxa” (Strong’s 1391).
A. “To Seem” primarily signifies an opinion, estimate, and hence, the honor resulting from a good opinion. It is used to describe the nature and acts of God in self-manifestation, i.e., what He essentially is and does, as exhibited in whatever way he reveals Himself. At Cana both His grace and His power were manifested, and these constituted His "glory". It is sometimes translated “honor”.
Questions & Applications:
1. How did John the Baptist see himself in relation to the Word?

2. How did darkness react to Light entering the world? 
3. Why did John emphasize that no-one has ever seen God? 
4. What is the paradox/tragedy of verses 9-11?

5. How does this passage help us to know that Jesus is the Son of God?
Jhn 1:19  This is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent to him priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, "Who are you?" 

Jhn 1:20  And he confessed and did not deny, but confessed, "I am not the Christ." 

Jhn 1:21  They asked him, "What then? Are you Elijah?" And he *said, "I am not." "Are you the Prophet?" And he answered, "No." 

Jhn 1:22  Then they said to him, "Who are you, so that we may give an answer to those who sent us? What do you say about yourself?" 

Jhn 1:23  He said, "I am A VOICE OF ONE CRYING IN THE WILDERNESS, 'MAKE STRAIGHT THE WAY OF THE LORD,' as Isaiah the prophet said." 

Jhn 1:24  Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. 

Jhn 1:25  They asked him, and said to him, "Why then are you baptizing, if you are not the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?" 

Jhn 1:26  John answered them saying, "I baptize in water, {but} among you stands One whom you do not know. 

Jhn 1:27  "{It is} He who comes after me, the thong of whose sandal I am not worthy to untie." 

Jhn 1:28  These things took place in Bethany beyond the Jordan, where John was baptizing. 

Jhn 1:29  The next day he *saw Jesus coming to him and *said, "Behold, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! 

Jhn 1:30  "This is He on behalf of whom I said, 'After me comes a Man who has a higher rank than I, for He existed before me.' 

Jhn 1:31  "I did not recognize Him, but so that He might be manifested to Israel, I came baptizing in water." 

Jhn 1:32  John testified saying, "I have seen the Spirit descending as a dove out of heaven, and He remained upon Him. 

Jhn 1:33  "I did not recognize Him, but He who sent me to baptize in water said to me, 'He upon whom you see the Spirit descending and remaining upon Him, this is the One who baptizes in the Holy Spirit.' 

Jhn 1:34  "I myself have seen, and have testified that this is the Son of God." 

Jhn 1:35  Again the next day John was standing with two of his disciples, 

Jhn 1:36  and he looked at Jesus as He walked, and *said, "Behold, the Lamb of God!" 

Jhn 1:37  The two disciples heard him speak, and they followed Jesus. 

Jhn 1:38  And Jesus turned and saw them following, and *said to them, "What do you seek?" They said to Him, "Rabbi (which translated means Teacher), where are You staying?" 

Jhn 1:39  He *said to them, "Come, and you will see." So they came and saw where He was staying; and they stayed with Him that day, for it was about the tenth hour. 

Jhn 1:40  One of the two who heard John {speak} and followed Him, was Andrew, Simon Peter's brother. 

Jhn 1:41  He *found first his own brother Simon and *said to him, "We have found the Messiah" (which translated means Christ). 

Jhn 1:42  He brought him to Jesus. Jesus looked at him and said, "You are Simon the son of John; you shall be called Cephas" (which is translated Peter). 

Jhn 1:43  The next day He purposed to go into Galilee, and He *found Philip. And Jesus *said to him, "Follow Me." 

Jhn 1:44  Now Philip was from Bethsaida, of the city of Andrew and Peter. 

Jhn 1:45  Philip *found Nathanael and *said to him, "We have found Him of whom Moses in the Law and {also} the Prophets wrote--Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph." 

Jhn 1:46  Nathanael said to him, "Can any good thing come out of Nazareth?" Philip *said to him, "Come and see." 

Jhn 1:47  Jesus saw Nathanael coming to Him, and *said of him, "Behold, an Israelite indeed, in whom there is no deceit!" 

Jhn 1:48  Nathanael *said to Him, "How do You know me?" Jesus answered and said to him, "Before Philip called you, when you were under the fig tree, I saw you." 

Jhn 1:49  Nathanael answered Him, "Rabbi, You are the Son of God; You are the King of Israel." 

Jhn 1:50  Jesus answered and said to him, "Because I said to you that I saw you under the fig tree, do you believe? You will see greater things than these." 

Jhn 1:51  And He *said to him, "Truly, truly, I say to you, you will see the heavens opened and the angels of God ascending and descending on the Son of Man." 

F. Structure: 
1. John the Baptist has seen – points others to now look! Vs 19-34
2. Disciples begin to follow Jesus with promise to see much. Vs 35-51
G. Old Testament Background:
1. Vs 23 – “Voice of one crying in the Wilderness”  

John declares that instead of him being the promised Messiah, he is instead the “voice crying in the wilderness” prophesied in Isaiah 40:3 whose role was to “make straight the way”, that is to prepare a way for the coming King. It was customary in ancient times to construct processional avenues for approaching dignitaries and for idols carried in parade. John describes himself preparing the way for not a king, but the Lord himself.
2. Vs 21 – “the Prophet”
In Deut. 18:18 God had promised to send His people another prophet when he said 'I will raise up a prophet from among their countrymen like you, and I will put My words in his mouth, and he shall speak to them all that I command him”. The phrase “like you” refers to this prophet being like Moses.  It was understood to be a Messianic prophecy; hence the reason John was asked if he were “the prophet”.
3. Vs 29&36 –“Lamb of God” 
The “Lamb of God” is a recurring Old Testament theme that brings to mind three major Old Testament stories: 
(1) The offering of Isaac in Genesis 22. Isaac was told by Abraham that “God would provide Himself a lamb of burnt offering”. 
(2) The Passover lamb of Exodus 12:  The blood (and therefore the life) of the Passover lamb literally saved the lives of the firstborn of Israel. This blood of this lamb was placed on the doorpost of the homes of the Israelites on the night when God executed judgment on the Egyptians by striking down the firstborn. 
(3) The “Servant” of Isaiah 53 is described as dying “like a lamb led to the slaughter”. This death is explained in 53:10 as a guilt offering –that is a death offered on behalf of guilty sinners. The result of this offering is peace and the removal of iniquity.
Jesus is identified by John as this Lamb of God. Later in Revelation 5 Jesus is portrayed as “a Lamb standing, as if slain...” who by his death had “purchased for God with Your blood {men} from every tribe and tongue and people and nation”.
4. Vs 51 – “…angels of God ascending and descending”  

The reference in verse 51 to angels “ascending and descending” would immediately bring to mind in Jewish audiences a similar feature of the dream of Jacob’s ladder (Genesis 28). For Jacob this was only a dream. For the disciples they are told they will see the reality, but instead of the ladder, it was Jesus himself that would provide the link between heaven and earth. The title “the son of man” emphasized the human nature of this link in the person of Jesus. 
5. Vs 51 – “…the Son of Man”  

The Son of Man (literally ben adam) was a title used by God 93 times when addressing the prophet Ezekiel, and once when addressing Daniel. In his Commentary on the Book of Ezekiel Matthew Henry says the title given to Ezekiel was “… a humble diminishing title. Lest Ezekiel should be lifted up with the abundance of the revelations, he is put in mind of this, that still he is a son of man, a mean, weak, mortal creature”. The title, taken by Jesus would emphasize his humanity. It is also a title found in Daniel’s prophetic vision about the coming ruler of an everlasting Kingdom.
H. Text Notes:
1. Vs 19, 32& 34 - This section begins with the testimony of John. John the Baptist takes the role of a witness in a law court by offering testimony. In the Old Testament system of courts two or more witnesses were required to establish any fact under the law. Note the connection in verses 32 & 34 between what John saw, and his testimony.
2. Vs 19 - From Morris’ commentary The Gospel According to John: “"The Jews" is a term that John used 71 times, in contrast to the other evangelists who used it rarely. Usually in John it refers to Jewish people who were hostile to Jesus, though occasionally it occurs in a neutral sense (e.g., 2:6) or in a good sense (e.g., 4:22). Most often, however, it refers to the Jews of Judea, especially those in and around Jerusalem, who constituted the organized and established religious world apart from faith in Jesus. Consequently it usually carries overtones of hostility to Jesus”
3. Vs 20 – John teaches by the use of negative statements as well as positive ones. 

4. Vs 21 - Those sent to John asked if he was Elijah since the Jews at this time were expecting the appearance of the Messiah based on Daniel’s prophecies. They understood that at the predicted time of the arrival of the Messiah, the “Elijah” prophesied in Malachi would also appear. They mistakenly thought the Elijah who was carried into heaven would himself return and resume his work. John denied being the literal Elijah, but later Jesus would declare that John was indeed the prophesied Elijah in Malachi. John’s work, lifestyle, even his appearance and food were all reminiscent of Elijah. 
5. Vs 21 - “The prophet” whom the leaders had in mind when they asked their third question was the prophet that Moses had predicted would come in Deut 18 (see OT background notes above). Later in John 7:40 this question would again be raised showing the connection of “the prophet” with the Messiah had not be fully understood by the Jews.
6. Vs 26 & 31– The theme introduced in vs. 10 of the world “not knowing” Jesus true identity is picked up in these verses. 

7. Vs 29, 35 & 43 – John notes “the next day” three times showing a period of 4 days. This shows John was an eyewitness to these events.  Therefore it is likely that John the apostle is one of these two disciples described in verse 37.
8. Vs 29 - Note that John had an understanding that Jesus was not just sent on behalf of the Jews, but for the whole world (i.e. Jew and Gentile).
9. Vs 32 – From B.W. Johnson’s People’s New Testament - John – “Indeed it was the anointing of the Spirit that made Jesus the Anointed, the Christ”.
10. Vs 33 – John notes he had been “sent”. John the writer tell us in verse 6 that John the B. had been sent by God.

11. Vs 33 – From Constable’s Notes on John - The purpose of the baptism of Jesus in this Gospel then is to identify Jesus as Messiah to John the Baptist so he could bear witness to Jesus' identity. Every other disciple was dependent on a human witness for divine illumination about Jesus' true identity in John's Gospel.

12. Vs 33 – Jesus role as “baptizer with the Holy Spirit” is unique. Jesus Himself refers to this in Acts 1:5 just prior to Pentecost, and then Peter refers to the same aspect of Jesus work in Acts 11:15&16.
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13. Vs 34 – Note all three persons of the Trinity are listed at the baptism of Jesus.

14. Vs 38, 41 & 42 - The fact that John notes that Cephas is translated “Peter” (the Greek translation of the Aramaic word Cephas) may hint that John was writing this gospel primarily to a Gentile audience. (There are similar explanations in verses 38 & 41)
15. Vs 42 - From Constable’s Notes on John: “It is interesting that Simon Peter originally had the same rash and impulsive character as his ancestor Simeon, the second son of Jacob.”
16. Vs 45 - Note the emphasis in this verse that both Moses and the prophets wrote about the coming of the Messiah. Philip connects Jesus with those prophetic writings. This description by Philip provides the basis for Nathanael’s statement in  verse 49.
17. Vs 47 – Nathanael is identified as an Israelite in who there is no deceit (KJV -guile). 

18. Vs 51- From Hailey’s “That You May Believe “ regarding the title “Son of Man” – “There is little or no doubt that in the use of this title Jesus identified Himself with humanity.…a consideration of the context in which the title is used in the Gospels, especially of John, points clearly to its use as a messianic title.”
19. Vs 51- The description of angels ascending and descending would to a Jewsish audience naturally bring to mind Jacob’s ladder. From Hailey’s “That You May Believe “ – Jesus identified Himself as the ladder of the dream on which the message of from God to man, and the messages from man to God, would descend and ascend.

I. Key Themes:
1. True testimony is that which is given by an eye witness.
2. Jesus is the Lamb of God sent to take away the sin of man.
3. Jesus has been given the Holy Spirit of God, and it remained with Him. 
4. Jesus alone can baptize those he chooses with the Spirit of God.
J. Key Words: (all definitions taken from Vines Expository Dictionary)
1. Christ– Gr. “Christos” (Strong’s 5547)
A. Literally means “anointed”. It translates from the Hebrew word “Messiah” in the Septuagint. It is a term applied to the priests who were anointed with the holy oil, particularly the High Priest. It was also used to described the kings of Israel as “anointed of the Lord” or the “Lord’s anointed”.
2. Messiah –Gr. “Messias” (Strong’s 3323); Hebrew “mashiyac”
A. Hebrew word that means “anointed” and is translated into the Greek as Christ.
3. Jesus - Gr. “Iēsos” (Strong’s 2424); Hebrew “Yĕhowshuwa”
A. Taken from the Hebrew word translated “Joshua” which literally means “Jehovah is Salvation”. It was given to the Son of God in Incarnation as His personal name, in obedience to the command of an angel to Joseph, the husband of His Mother, Mary, shortly before He was born (Matt 1:21).
4. Cephas –Gr. “Kēphas” (Strong’s 2786); (Peter is the Greek form of “Cephas”)
A. An Aramaic word that means “stone” and is translated into the Greek as Peter. When Paul, a fellow Jew, refers to the apostle he usually uses this Aramaic name Cephas to identify him. However when Peter was writing to Gentile believers in 1 Peter he uses the Greek translation of Cephas (i.e. Peter) to identify himself.
5. Simon –Hebrew “Shim`own” 
A. Similar to and likely derived from the Hebrew name Simeon, the second son of Jacob, which means. ”The Lord has heard” or “hearing with acceptance”. 
6. Nathanael –Gr. “ Nathanaēl” (Strong’s 3482); Heb Nĕthane'l
A. Hebrew name that means “given of God”. He is commonly thought to be the same person as Bartholomew since his name is usually paired with Philip in the lists of apostles.
Questions & Applications:

6. Summarize John the Baptist’s testimony about Jesus.
7. Why do you suppose that John refers to the “sin” of the world in the singular, instead of “sins” in the plural?

8. List the names and titles of Jesus that appear in this chapter. (Hint: There are over 10!)
9. List the verses that emphasize “seeing” in this chapter. 

10. Why do you suppose that Jesus gave Simon a new name? 

11. How did both Peter and Nathaniel become disciples of Jesus?

12. How does this section of chapter 1 help us to know that Jesus is the Son of God?
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