John 10
Part 1
Jhn 10:1  "Truly, truly, I say to you, he who does not enter by the door into the fold of the sheep, but climbs up some other way, he is a thief and a robber. 

Jhn 10:2  "But he who enters by the door is a shepherd of the sheep. 

Jhn 10:3  "To him the doorkeeper opens, and the sheep hear his voice, and he calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 

Jhn 10:4  "When he puts forth all his own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him because they know his voice. 

Jhn 10:5  "A stranger they simply will not follow, but will flee from him, because they do not know the voice of strangers." 

Jhn 10:6  This figure of speech Jesus spoke to them, but they did not understand what those things were which He had been saying to them. 

Jhn 10:7  So Jesus said to them again, "Truly, truly, I say to you, I am the door of the sheep.
Jhn 10:8  "All who came before Me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not hear them. 

Jhn 10:9  "I am the door; if anyone enters through Me, he will be saved, and will go in and out and find pasture. 

Jhn 10:10  "The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I came that they may have life, and have {it} abundantly. 

Jhn 10:11  "I am the good shepherd; the good shepherd lays down His life for the sheep. 

Jhn 10:12  "He who is a hired hand, and not a shepherd, who is not the owner of the sheep, sees the wolf coming, and leaves the sheep and flees, and the wolf snatches them and scatters {them.} 

Jhn 10:13  "{He flees} because he is a hired hand and is not concerned about the sheep. 

Jhn 10:14  "I am the good shepherd, and I know My own and My own know Me, 

Jhn 10:15  even as the Father knows Me and I know the Father; and I lay down My life for the sheep. 

Jhn 10:16  "I have other sheep, which are not of this fold; I must bring them also, and they will hear My voice; and they will become one flock {with} one shepherd. 

Jhn 10:17  "For this reason the Father loves Me, because I lay down My life so that I may take it again. 

Jhn 10:18  "No one has taken it away from Me, but I lay it down on My own initiative. I have authority to lay it down, and I have authority to take it up again. This commandment I received from My Father." 

Jhn 10:19  A division occurred again among the Jews because of these words. 

Jhn 10:20  Many of them were saying, "He has a demon and is insane. Why do you listen to Him?" 

Jhn 10:21  Others were saying, "These are not the sayings of one demon-possessed. A demon cannot open the eyes of the blind, can he?" 

Jhn 10:22  At that time the Feast of the Dedication took place at Jerusalem; 

Jhn 10:23  it was winter, and Jesus was walking in the temple in the portico of Solomon. 

Jhn 10:24  The Jews then gathered around Him, and were saying to Him, "How long will You keep us in suspense? If You are the Christ, tell us plainly." 

Jhn 10:25  Jesus answered them, "I told you, and you do not believe; the works that I do in My Father's name, these testify of Me. 

Jhn 10:26  "But you do not believe because you are not of My sheep. 

Jhn 10:27  "My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me; 

Jhn 10:28  and I give eternal life to them, and they will never perish; and no one will snatch them out of My hand. 

Jhn 10:29  "My Father, who has given {them} to Me, is greater than all; and no one is able to snatch {them} out of the Father's hand. 

Jhn 10:30  "I and the Father are one." 

Jhn 10:31  The Jews picked up stones again to stone Him. 

Jhn 10:32  Jesus answered them, "I showed you many good works from the Father; for which of them are you stoning Me?" 

Jhn 10:33  The Jews answered Him, "For a good work we do not stone You, but for blasphemy; and because You, being a man, make Yourself out {to be} God." 

Jhn 10:34  Jesus answered them, "Has it not been written in your Law, 'I SAID, YOU ARE GODS'? 

Jhn 10:35  "If he called them gods, to whom the word of God came (and the Scripture cannot be broken), 

Jhn 10:36  do you say of Him, whom the Father sanctified and sent into the world, 'You are blaspheming,' because I said, 'I am the Son of God'? 

Jhn 10:37  "If I do not do the works of My Father, do not believe Me; 

Jhn 10:38  but if I do them, though you do not believe Me, believe the works, so that you may know and understand that the Father is in Me, and I in the Father." 

Jhn 10:39  Therefore they were seeking again to seize Him, and He eluded their grasp. 

Jhn 10:40  And He went away again beyond the Jordan to the place where John was first baptizing, and He was staying there. 

Jhn 10:41  Many came to Him and were saying, "While John performed no sign, yet everything John said about this man was true." 

Jhn 10:42  Many believed in Him there. 

A. Structure: 
1. The Good Shepherd. Vs 1-21
2. Feast of Dedication Vs 22-30
3. Example of Unbelief Vs 31-39

4. Example of Belief -Jesus goes back beyond Jordan Vs 40-42
B. Old Testament Background:
1. Vs 2– “Shepherd”  

The job of a shepherd was a well known occupation in Biblical times. The three forefathers of the nation of Israel (Abraham, Isaac, & Jacob) were all shepherds. Abel, Moses, David and Amos, all important figures in the Old Testament, had worked as shepherds.  In Jeremiah 31:10 the LORD is described as a shepherd, and Israel as His flock. The Psalmist said in 95:7 that “For He is our God, And we are the people of His pasture and the sheep of His hand”. In Numbers 27:17 when Moses was considering his future replacement he asked that the new leader would be a man who “…will go out and come in before them, and who will lead them out and bring them in, so that the congregation of the LORD will not be like sheep which have no shepherd."  In 2 Samuel 5:2 when addressing David as he began his rule as King of Israel it was said to him by the LORD that “You will shepherd My people Israel, and you will be a ruler over Israel.”
In Isaiah 40:11when the prophet was speaking words of comfort to the people who would go into captivity, he describes God as one who “Like a shepherd He will tend His flock, In His arm He will gather the lambs And carry them in His bosom; He will gently lead the nursing ewes.” In Ezekiel 34 while speaking words of rebuke to the false shepherds of Israel, the prophet hints at the Messianic role of a shepherd that God himself would assume when he states:
Eze 34:10-16: 10  'Thus says the Lord GOD, "Behold, I am against the shepherds, and I will demand My sheep from them and make them cease from feeding sheep. So the shepherds will not feed themselves anymore, but I will deliver My flock from their mouth, so that they will not be food for them.'"" 

11  For thus says the Lord GOD, "Behold, I Myself will search for My sheep and seek them out. 

12  "As a shepherd cares for his herd in the day when he is among his scattered sheep, so I will care for My sheep and will deliver them from all the places to which they were scattered on a cloudy and gloomy day. 

13  "I will bring them out from the peoples and gather them from the countries and bring them to their own land; and I will feed them on the mountains of Israel, by the streams, and in all the inhabited places of the land. 

14  "I will feed them in a good pasture, and their grazing ground will be on the mountain heights of Israel. There they will lie down on good grazing ground and feed in rich pasture on the mountains of Israel. 

15  "I will feed My flock and I will lead them to rest," declares the Lord GOD. 

16  "I will seek the lost, bring back the scattered, bind up the broken and strengthen the sick; but the fat and the strong I will destroy. I will feed them with judgment .  .  .
23  "Then I will set over them one shepherd, My servant David, and he will feed them; he will feed them himself and be their shepherd. 

2. Vs 34– “'I SAID, YOU ARE GODS” 

This quotation is from Psalm 82:6. The Psalm is a rebuke to unjust judges who showed partiality, and did not consider the weak. While addressing the judges the Psalmist states that the Lord described them as “gods”. These judges were supposed to be rendering just decisions with the authority given to them by the LORD God. Hence in the work they were doing they were in effect acting as “gods” to those they judged.
C. Text Notes:
1. Vs 1 – From R.C. Lucas’ “Jesus the Good Shepherd” –This famous chapter begins with a grim picture painted by Jesus of false shepherds, who by their behavior reveal that they are not true shepherds (they excommunicated the blind man because he believed in Jesus!).
2. Vs 1 – From Constable’s Notes on John - Evidently this teaching followed what John recorded in chapter 9 (v. 21), but exactly when between the feast of Tabernacles (7:2, 14, 37) and the feast of Dedication (v. 22) it happened is unclear. The place where Jesus gave it appears to have been Jerusalem (v.21). Probably this teaching followed the preceding one immediately. The thematic as well as the linguistic connections are strong. The blind beggar had just been put out of the fold of his synagogue (9:34), so Jesus spoke of His fold, which the beggar had now entered (cf. 9:35-38).

3. Vs 1-18 – This parable draws upon several key elements associated with the raising and keeping of sheep. These elements are as follows:
1) A Shepherd –The person in charge of the care and protection of the sheep. The shepherd was intimately acquainted with each sheep to the point that they he often gave each individual sheep names. The shepherd would lead the sheep to pastures for feeding, care for the wounded, find those going astray, and defend the flock against predators.
2) The Hireling – a person hired in the absence of the shepherd to temporality watch over a flock. Being a hireling meant that the flock did not belong to him. Because the sheep did not belong to the hireling, his voice was unfamiliar to them, and as result they would not follow him. Also the hireling would not risk himself to protect another’s flock.
3) The Sheepfold - A small structure with walls where the shepherd would put the sheep in at night. This would keep the sheep together, and provide for their protection. From B. W. Johnston’s People’s New Testament - The sheepfolds of the East are large enclosures, open to the sky, but walled around with reeds or stones or brick in order to afford a protection against robbers, wolves, and other beasts of prey. 
4) The door of the sheepfold – This was simply the opening provided for the sheep to enter the protection of the sheepfold. Typically the shepherd himself covered this opening to keep the sheep inside and to provide protection from the outside.
5) The Doorkeeper – The person hired to protect the sheep from enemies.

6) Sheep –In the Bible there is a consistent use of the figure of sheep to represent mankind. David uses this figure by comparing himself to a sheep whose shepherd is the Lord (Psalm 23).
4. Vs 1 – The general description of a robber in the New Testament is one who takes the possessions of another by force or violence. In the parable of the Good Samaritan the man who was beaten and left for dead had fallen “among robbers”. Interestingly we learn from Matthew’s gospel that the two men crucified with Jesus were “robbers” (Matt. 27:38) as well as the man whose place Jesus too, Barabbas (18:40).  Thieves on the other hand usually were described as those who stole from others by trickery and stealth hence the phrase “a thief in the night”. Judas was described as a thief in 12:6 because he pilfered the money bag. 
5. Vs 2 – From B. W. Johnston’s People’s New Testament - The door is for the shepherd and the sheep, while those who get in otherwise are robbers who seek to prey upon the sheep.
6. Vs 2 – From Constable’s Notes on John - Jesus was implying that He came to Israel as God's authorized representative, the Messiah. The religious leaders on the other hand did not have divine sanction for their dealings with Israel that were essentially destructive as well as selfish.
7. Vs 3 thru 5 – Three times Jesus makes the point that it is the sheep that make the choice of who to follow based on the voice of the shepherd, whom they know.
8. Vs 3 – From D. Guzik’s Notes on John - In the common sheepfolds of ancient times, the shepherd merely gave his distinctive call and his sheep came out from the others, following him out of the sheepfold. Sheep are experts at discerning their shepherd’s voice.
9. Vs 3 - From F. Jenkins’ I am the Good Shepherd  – Florida College Lectures 1993 –– “In Palestine there are no fences and little grass. The shepherd must personally guide his sheep to the best places for food.’
10. Vs 6 – The “them” in verse 6 is very likely the same Pharisees who had asked if they were blind in the previous chapter (9:40).
11. Vs 7- From Truth Commentary on John by J. King - The use of the phrase “Truly, truly” stresses the fact that this is the most important lesson of the allegory. That point is that Christ is the door through which both the shepherds and the sheep enter legitimately to be part of the sheepfold. 
12. Vs 8- Those who came before Him refers contextually to the false shepherds of that day, and not the faithful prophets and leaders of ancient Israel.
13. Vs 9 – Jesus switches the figure of speech to now calling Himself the door. He is the only access to and from the sheepfold. 
14. Vs 10 – Here Jesus highlights one of the difference between Himself and the false shepherds. Jesus cares for the well being of the sheep, while the false shepherds (of Israel) cared only to exploit the flock for their own benefit.
15. Vs 11 – This is another of Jesus’ “I AM” statements and shows another difference between Jesus and the false shepherds. He is the true shepherd because he cares for the flock even to the point of giving himself for the flock.
16. Vs 13 – In contrast to the care of the genuine shepherd, the hireling runs away. He will not sacrifice himself for that which he has no care. From Truth Commentary on John by J. King – Jesus indicates by these words that he believes the leaders of the Jews at the time were merely hireling shepherds, men more conscious of protecting their own financial status that of acting in the best interest of the people and serving as true guardians and leaders of the sheep.
17. Vs 14 – In the context of this chapter knowing the Shepherd is equal to knowing His voice, and following him.
18. Vs 14 – From F. Jenkins’ I am the Good Shepherd  – Florida College Lectures 1993 – There are two Greek words for “good”. Agathos describes the moral quality of goodness. Kalos, which is used here, “means that a thing or person is not only good; but in the goodness there is a quality of attractiveness which makes it a lovely thing”. 
19. Vs 15 – Jesus compares the intimate trusting knowledge between the sheep and their shepherd to the relationship He has with His own father.
20. Vs 16 – The “other sheep” are likely the other nations of the gentiles. The intent is they would loose their distinctiveness and become one flock.
21. Vs 17 – The Father’s perfect love is bestowed upon His Son who is perfectly obedient to His will. 
22. Vs 18 – This verse continues a theme in John that clearly states that the death of Jesus on the cross was a preordained event, and not the result of the interruption of God’s divine purposes.
23. Vs 19 – Once again Jesus’ words have caused a division among His listeners. Just as they did in 7:40-44 & 9:16.
24. Vs 20 – Jesus has been called a demon in 7:20, 8:48, 8:52, and now here. Jesus would note in Matt 10:25 “If they have called the head of the house Beelzebul, how much more the members of his household!”
25. Vs 21 – The gospels present a picture of those who are demon possessed as almost uncontrollable ravings. Those of objective minds recognized the difference between this type of display and the words of Jesus. 
26. Vs 22 – The Feast of Dedication occurred a few months after the Feast of Tabernacles indicating a new set of events begins with this verse.
27. Vs 22 – From B. W. Johnston’s People’s New Testament - The Feast of Dedication occurred in December, was not divinely appointed, but was instituted by Judas Maccabæus in b.c. 164, to commemorate the purification of the temple after it had been defiled by the Syrians. Jesus took the occasion to teach the people that came together. There is no proof that he observed it.
28. Vs 22– From Constable’s Notes on John - The eight-day feast of Dedication, now called Chanukah (or Hanukkah), the feast of Lights, was not one of the feasts prescribed in the Mosaic Law. It commemorated the purification and rededication of the temple by Judas Maccabeus ("Judas the Hammer") on the twenty-fifth of Chislev (modern late December and early January).
29. Vs 24 – From Constable’s Notes on John -It was His critics' determined unbelief that made His claims obscure to them, not His inability or unwillingness to reveal Himself.
30. Vs 25 – This is a reference back to the words of Jesus in 5:36. 
31. Vs 25 – Jesus’ response to the question was to point to works that He had already done in the Father’s name.
32. Vs 27 – Hearing the words of Jesus was also emphasized in 5:24 when He stated “he who hears My word, and believes Him who sent Me, has eternal life”.
33. Vs 28 – Jesus again claims to be the Divine authority over life and death just as He described Himself in 5:21 & 5:26
34. Vs 30 – The Jews had asked for a plain answer to their question in verse 24 of “If you are the Christ, tell us plainly”. Jesus answer is plain and easily understood by them.
35. Vs 31 – From R.C. Lucas’ “Division and Decision” – Verses 31-39 give us a picture of unbelief, and verses 41-42 a picture of belief.
36. Vs 31 – John frequently uses the actions of the crowd to demonstrate that even though some of Jesus words were misunderstood by them, they understood the main point of what He was saying enough to want to harm Him. If Jesus really did not claim to be God incarnate, He could have easily corrected the Jews misunderstanding.
37. Vs 34 – From R.C. Lucas’ “Division and Decision” -If Israel’s judges were called ‘gods’ because of their role as God’s representatives, was it unthinkable to refer to God’s only Son as ‘God’?
38. Vs 34 – See OT notes above on this verse.
39. Vs 31 thru 36 – From R.C. Lucas’ “Jesus the Good Shepherd” - “We are not stoning you because of Your miracles, but because You, a mere man, claim to be God”. This is where the essential truth of Christianity lies. If Jesus is indeed God, then He has absolute right over every one of us.
40. Vs 33 – Ultimately this was the reason Jesus was handed over by the Jews for execution. As John clearly points out in 19:7 when Pilate asked why Jesus should be put to death the Jews replied “We have a law, and by that law He ought to die because He made Himself out to be the Son of God."
41. Vs 34 thru 36 – If in the O.T. God described ordinary people as "gods," why should the Jews object if Jesus implied that He was a god?
42. Vs 38 – Jesus would repeat the phrase “the Father is in Me” to His own disciples in the upper room discourse in 14:10.
43. Vs 41 – The people who had previously heard John the Baptist speak (who at this point in the story is dead) can now see the words which He had spoken about Jesus as true. This marked John as a true prophet in accordance with the O.T. requirements described in Deut. 18:22 when the Lord speaking through Moses said "When a prophet speaks in the name of the LORD, if the thing does not come about or come true, that is the thing which the LORD has not spoken”.
44. Vs 41- Some commentators see this as the conclusion of Jesus public ministry in Judea. Just as John had announced the public ministry of Jesus, reference is again made to John at the conclusion of this portion of His public ministry. 
D. Key Themes:
1. Jesus willingly will give His life.
2. Testimony of the works.

3. Jesus was sent by the Father from heaven.
4. Rejection of Jesus by His own.

E. Key Words:
1. Good– Gr. “kalos” (Strong’s 2570)
A. Beautiful, handsome, excellent, eminent, choice, surpassing, precious, useful, suitable, commendable, admirable. 
Questions & Applications:
1. According to this chapter, what does Jesus mean by each of the following figures borrowed from the business of tending and raising sheep:
a. He is the Good Shepherd

b. He is the Door

c. The Hireling

2. In your own words, how did Jesus answer the question He was asked in verse 24?
3. How does this passage help us to know that Jesus is the Son of God?







































4
75

