John Chapter 2
Part 1

Jhn 2:1  On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was there; 

Jhn 2:2  and both Jesus and His disciples were invited to the wedding. 

Jhn 2:3  When the wine ran out, the mother of Jesus *said to Him, "They have no wine." 

Jhn 2:4  And Jesus *said to her, "Woman, what does that have to do with us? My hour has not yet come." 

Jhn 2:5  His mother *said to the servants, "Whatever He says to you, do it." 

Jhn 2:6  Now there were six stone waterpots set there for the Jewish custom of purification, containing twenty or thirty gallons each. 

Jhn 2:7  Jesus *said to them, "Fill the waterpots with water." So they filled them up to the brim. 

Jhn 2:8  And He *said to them, "Draw {some} out now and take it to the headwaiter." So they took it {to him.} 

Jhn 2:9  When the headwaiter tasted the water which had become wine, and did not know where it came from (but the servants who had drawn the water knew), the headwaiter *called the bridegroom, 

Jhn 2:10  and *said to him, "Every man serves the good wine first, and when {the people} have drunk freely, {then he serves} the poorer {wine;} {but} you have kept the good wine until now." 

Jhn 2:11  This beginning of {His} signs Jesus did in Cana of Galilee, and manifested His glory, and His disciples believed in Him. 

Jhn 2:12  After this He went down to Capernaum, He and His mother and {His} brothers and His disciples; and they stayed there a few days. 

Jhn 2:13  The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 

Jhn 2:14  And He found in the temple those who were selling oxen and sheep and doves, and the money changers seated {at their tables.} 

Jhn 2:15  And He made a scourge of cords, and drove {them} all out of the temple, with the sheep and the oxen; and He poured out the coins of the money changers and overturned their tables; 

Jhn 2:16  and to those who were selling the doves He said, "Take these things away; stop making My Father's house a place of business." 

Jhn 2:17  His disciples remembered that it was written, "ZEAL FOR YOUR HOUSE WILL CONSUME ME." 

Jhn 2:18  The Jews then said to Him, "What sign do You show us as your authority for doing these things?" 

Jhn 2:19  Jesus answered them, "Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up." 

Jhn 2:20  The Jews then said, "It took forty-six years to build this temple, and will You raise it up in three days?" 

Jhn 2:21  But He was speaking of the temple of His body. 

Jhn 2:22  So when He was raised from the dead, His disciples remembered that He said this; and they believed the Scripture and the word which Jesus had spoken. 

Jhn 2:23  Now when He was in Jerusalem at the Passover, during the feast, many believed in His name, observing His signs which He was doing. 

Jhn 2:24  But Jesus, on His part, was not entrusting Himself to them, for He knew all men, 

Jhn 2:25  and because He did not need anyone to testify concerning man, for He Himself knew what was in man. 

A. Structure: 
1. The first sign – the glory of the Messiah Vs 1-11
2. The first trip to Jerusalem: Judgment of the Messiah - Vs 12-22
3. Initial response to Jesus and His signs Vs 23-25
B. Old Testament Background:
1. Vs 13 – “The Passover”  

The Passover was the annual feast observed by the Jews in memory of the Exodus, and specifically the night when God killed the Egyptian firstborn but spared the firstborn of the Jews who were sheltering in homes with the blood of a lamb on the doorposts.
2. Vs 14 – “The Temple”
The Temple of the Old Testament was originally constructed by Solomon as the permanent building to replace the tabernacle and served as the visible symbol of God’s dwelling among His people. The particular temple standing at this time was constructed by Herod as a replacement for the structure erected by the Jews upon returning from Babylonian captivity. It notably lacked several things that were part of Solomon’s temple: The Ark of the Covenant, Urim and Thurmin, and The Cloud of Glory. 
3. Vs 17 – “Zeal for your house has consumed me” 
Psalm 69 is the third most quoted Psalm in the New Testament. John’s gospel records three verses of Psalm 69 as being fulfilled by Jesus (verse 4 is found in John 15:25 and verse 21 is alluded to in John 19:28-30). The quote in verse 17 comes from verse 9 of the Psalm. Commentators believe that David’s zeal for building the temple drew criticism from those of his day.  
When considered in the context of this chapter, Jesus is seen as the son of David who has the same zeal for the house of His Father, and like David, is criticized by His enemies for His pure devotion.

C. Text Notes:
1. Vs 1: From Constable’s Notes on John -  “John's specific reference to days in chapter 1 and here is unusual for him. On the first day, John the Baptist gave his veiled witness to Jesus (1:19-28). The second day he gave his open witness to Jesus (1:29-34). The third day John's two disciples followed Jesus (1:35-42). The fourth day Philip and Nathanael met Jesus (1:43-51). On the third day after that, the seventh day, Jesus did His miracle at Cana. The Jews regarded periods of seven days as reflecting God's creative activity. Perhaps John wanted his readers to associate this beginning of Jesus' ministry with the beginning of the cosmos (Gen. 1) that also happened in seven days. If so, this would be another witness to Jesus' deity”
2. Vs 1: One of the disciples, Nathanael, was from Cana. The invitation to the wedding could have come through him. 
3. Vs 1&2: Weddings in this day and age occurred on either a Wednesday (3rd day) or Thursday. The ceremony occurred in the bridegroom father’s home and lasted several days. (This is why the bridegroom was addressed in verse 9). It was often a celebration that involved most of the community in a small town like Cana. To run out of wine would have been at a minimum a public embarrassment for the household of the groom.
4. Vs 1: From James M. Howard, "The Significance of Minor Characters in the Gospel of John” – “John never mentioned Mary the mother of Jesus by name, perhaps to avoid confusing her with other Mary’s in his story”.
5. Vs 3: The wine normally drunk in Palestine at this time was likely fermented grape juice mixed and diluted with water.

6. Vs 4: Jesus addressed not only His mother as “woman” (here and while hanging from the cross) but also the Samaritan woman (4:21), the woman taken in adultery (8:10); and Mary Magdalene at the tomb after His resurrection (20:15). Based on the way the term is used in John’s gospel it was obviously not a term of disrespect.
7. Vs 4: Jesus spoke of the time of his “hour” as the time of His crucifixion and resurrection.  See John 5:28-29; 7:30; 8:20; 12:23, 27; 13:1; 17:1. From Constable’s Notes on John -  “Throughout this Gospel, John made it clear that Jesus was on a divine schedule that His Father controlled”.
8. Vs 6: As a custom the Jews in that day would wash their feet of those who came to the wedding. In addition to this, they also washed their hands in a ceremonial fashion prior to eating. 
9. Vs 7: By filling the waterpots to the brim there would be no chance of an accusation that someone added wine to the water.

10. Vs 11: John identifies this miracle as a SIGN. By identifying it in this way John intends to call attention to the miracle as having significance beyond just a simple display of power. John intends that the reader see the sign, listen to the accompanying explanation, and thereby come to genuine belief. (See notes on the word “sign” below). In this case this sign connects Jesus with the description of Creator found in 1:1-3, and the glory of the Word in flesh found in 1:14.
11. Vs 13: This is the first of three Passover observances John records in this gospel. 
12. Vs 13: The other three gospels record a cleansing of the temple after the triumphant entry to Jerusalem, Only John records this cleansing of the temple by Jesus at the beginning of His ministry. 
13. Vs 13 – The contrast in this chapter is Jesus meeting the needs of man as Creator at the wedding feast in the first part of the chapter, then Jesus the judge of man as He purifies His people.

14. Vs 13-15 – From Mathew Henry’s Commentary on John - The first work we find Him at in the temple was the purging of it;…the reason why he was concerned to purge it, because it was his Father’s house.
15. Vs 14: The area of the temple where this trade occurred is traditionally considered to be the court of the Gentiles. Mark records that while Jesus was driving the money changers away from this area of the temple he taught the people saying “My House shall be called a place of prayer FOR ALL NATIONS”. Evidently the priests and rabbis, who profited from the money changers, had little or no concern for the Gentiles who tried to worship God in this part of the temple.  From Mathew Henry’s Commentary on John - It was particularly an affront to the sons of the stranger in their worship to be forced to herd themselves with the sheep and oxen, and to be distracted in their worship by the noise of a market,

16. Vs 17 & 22 – Disciples are those who remember the Word of God. That is highlighted twice in this chapter –once in reference to OT scripture and once in reference to the words of Jesus.

17. Vs 20: Work on the temple was not completed even in Jesus lifetime. It was completed in AD 63 and destroyed seven years later in AD 70. If the temple was begun around 18 BC, and had been under construction 46 years at the time of the events in chapter 2, then we can conclude that this date is approximately somewhere around AD 28-30. 
18. Vs 21 – The apostle John steps in here as narrator to help us understand that Jesus was speaking of His body. Jesus use of the word temple for His body fits with the later application of the word used in other parts of the New Testament where the church, as His body, is described as a temple. 1Cor 3:16 – “Do you not know that you [Corinthians] are a temple of God and {that} the Spirit of God dwells in you”?
19. Vs:21: From Edwin E. Reynolds, "The Role of Misunderstanding in the Fourth Gospel" regarding the misunderstanding of Jesus words by the Jews:

 “The misunderstandings seem to function to highlight the two levels of understanding that take place in the Gospel. On the one hand is the spiritual or heavenly level that Jesus came bringing, to teach the true way to eternal life. On the other hand is the temporal or earthly level that most people operate at, including most of Christ's professed disciples, which leads to darkness and loss of eternal life. John wants to show that one must cross over from the earthly to the heavenly, from darkness into light, from death into life. By his careful construction of the narratives, John leads his readers to see and understand what the original participants could or did not, and thus to believe the claims of Jesus and avoid the ignorance displayed by the original characters in the drama.”
20. Vs 21 – Jesus statement that he would raise “this temple” in three days is quoted as a basis for a charge by the false witnesses in Matt 26:61 when they said “This man stated, 'I am able to destroy the temple of God and to rebuild it in three days.” It is also repeated back to Him (as an insult) by those who crucified Him when they said “You who {are going to} destroy the temple and rebuild it in three days, save Yourself! (Matt 27:40). It is worth noting that both Matthew and Mark’s gospels record the false charge and the insult at the crucifixion, while John’s gospel records the occasion of the original quote, thereby showing the cooperative teaching nature of the gospel records.
21. Vs 21 –  From Carson’s The Gospel According to John – “Jesus' body was a temple in a unique sense. It was the body in which the Word had become flesh (1:14). The Father indwelt it, as did the Son (14:10-11) and the Spirit (1:32-33). It therefore uniquely manifested the Father. It was also the site where God manifested Himself on earth as He had done previously, though to a lesser extent, in the tabernacle and temple. Moreover it was the center of true worship following the Incarnation (cf. 4:20-24). In it the ultimate sacrifice would take place.
22. Vs 24 - From Constable’s Notes on John - “John may have meant that Jesus knew the nature of human beings (cf. 1 Sam 16:7; Ps. 139; Jer. 17:10; Acts 1:24), not that He knew the thoughts of every person He encountered. The Great Physician could read people better than any human doctor can diagnose symptoms. On the other hand, he could have meant that Jesus, as only God can, knew the hearts of all people (1 Sam. 16:7; 1 Kings 8:39). The next two chapters particularly illustrate the truth of both of these statements”.
D. Key Themes:
1. Jesus shows by the first sign that He is the Creator demonstrated with a miracle of creation (water to wine).
2. Jesus shows that His life and death are all events under the providential control of the Father, even down to the “hour” of his death.
3. Jesus resurrection would be the ultimate proof of His Divine authority.
4. The Jews began to challenge the authority of the Messiah.
E. Key Words: (all definitions taken from Vines Expository Dictionary)
1. Sign– Gr. “sēmeoin” (Strong’s 4592) 
A. A sign, mark, token. Signs were seen as (1) as tokens of Divine authority and power, e.g., Mat 12:38, 39 (1st part); Jhn 2:11, RV, "signs;" Jhn 3:2 (ditto); Jhn 4:54, "(the second) sign," RV; Jhn 10:41 (ditto); Jhn 20:30; in 1Cr 1:22, "the Jews ask for signs," RV, indicates that the Apostles were met with the same demand from Jews as Christ had been: "signs were vouchsafed in plenty, signs of God's power and love, but these were not the signs which they sought . . . They wanted signs of an outward Messianic Kingdom, of temporal triumph, of material greatness for the chosen people. . . . With such cravings the Gospel of a 'crucified Messiah' was to them a stumbling block indeed" (Lightfoot); 1Cr 14:22; 

The first five uses of the word “sign” in the gospel of John provide clues as to their meaning and purpose:
A. Jhn 2:11
This beginning of {His} signs Jesus did in Cana of Galilee, and manifested His glory, and His disciples believed in Him. (Signs showed the glory of God).
B. Jhn 2:18
The Jews then said to Him, "What sign do You show us as your authority for doing these things?"  (Signs showed authority of the one speaking).
C. Jhn 2:23
Now when He was in Jerusalem at the Passover, during the feast, many believed in His name, observing His signs which He was doing. (Signs generated belief).
D. Jhn 3:2
this man came to Jesus by night and said to Him, "Rabbi, we know that You have come from God {as} a teacher; for no one can do these signs that You do unless God is with him." (Signs showed that  Jesus was sent by God).
E. Jhn 4:48
So Jesus said to him, "Unless you {people} see signs and wonders, you {simply} will not believe." (“Wonders” is always found coupled with signs. The signs produced wonder and drew attention to the message).
Vines states “A sign is intended to appeal to the understanding, a wonder to appeals to the imagination, and a power indicates its source as supernatural”.

2. Glory – Gr. “doxa” (Strong’s 1391)
A. Splendor, Majesty, Brightness; the nature and acts of God in self-manifestation, i.e., what He essentially is and does,
3. Testify –Gr. “Martyreō” (Strong’s 3140) 
A. This is the verb form of the word “witness” that was defined in lesson one. It is the act of delivering the record of events by a witness in a legal sense through verbal or other means. In John’s gospel the following things are said to testify to the truth about Jesus’ claims:
i. John the Baptist – John 1:7, 8, 15, 32, & 34. 3:26 & 28, 5:33.
ii. The Works that Jesus did – John 5:35, 10:25
iii. The Father – John 5:37
iv. The Scriptures – John 5:39

v. Jesus Himself – John 8:14 & 18

vi. Eyewitness to raising of Lazarus – John 12:17

vii. The Apostle John – John 19:35 21:24. (Also 1 John 1:2, 4:14, 5:6 & 9)
Questions & Applications:

1. How does the first sign demonstrate the stated purpose of revealing Jesus glory? How does it relate to the descriptions and roles of Jesus as explained in chapter 1?
2. List the witnesses to this first miraculous sign and what their testimony would state.

3. What does the phrase “not my hour” indicate about Jesus’ knowledge of the future? 

4. What did the Jews misunderstand about the statement in verse 19? 

5. How would Jesus answer to the Jews request for a sign in verse 19 help his own disciples to believe in His word (hint see vs 22)?

6. How does this chapter help us to know that Jesus is the Son of God?
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