John 3
Part 1

Jhn 3:1  Now there was a man of the Pharisees, named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews; 

Jhn 3:2  this man came to Jesus by night and said to Him, "Rabbi, we know that You have come from God {as} a teacher; for no one can do these signs that You do unless God is with him." 

Jhn 3:3  Jesus answered and said to him, "Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God." 

Jhn 3:4  Nicodemus *said to Him, "How can a man be born when he is old? He cannot enter a second time into his mother's womb and be born, can he?" 

Jhn 3:5  Jesus answered, "Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. 

Jhn 3:6  "That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 

Jhn 3:7  "Do not be amazed that I said to you, 'You must be born again.' 

Jhn 3:8  "The wind blows where it wishes and you hear the sound of it, but do not know where it comes from and where it is going; so is everyone who is born of the Spirit." 

Jhn 3:9  Nicodemus said to Him, "How can these things be?" 

Jhn 3:10  Jesus answered and said to him, "Are you the teacher of Israel and do not understand these things? 

Jhn 3:11  "Truly, truly, I say to you, we speak of what we know and testify of what we have seen, and you do not accept our testimony. 

Jhn 3:12  "If I told you earthly things and you do not believe, how will you believe if I tell you heavenly things? 

Jhn 3:13  "No one has ascended into heaven, but He who descended from heaven: the Son of Man. 

Jhn 3:14  "As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up; 

Jhn 3:15  so that whoever believes will in Him have eternal life. 

Jhn 3:16  "For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life. 

Jhn 3:17  "For God did not send the Son into the world to judge the world, but that the world might be saved through Him. 

Jhn 3:18  "He who believes in Him is not judged; he who does not believe has been judged already, because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God. 

Jhn 3:19  "This is the judgment, that the Light has come into the world, and men loved the darkness rather than the Light, for their deeds were evil. 

Jhn 3:20  "For everyone who does evil hates the Light, and does not come to the Light for fear that his deeds will be exposed. 

Jhn 3:21  "But he who practices the truth comes to the Light, so that his deeds may be manifested as having been wrought in God." 

Jhn 3:22  After these things Jesus and His disciples came into the land of Judea, and there He was spending time with them and baptizing. 

Jhn 3:23  John also was baptizing in Aenon near Salim, because there was much water there; and {people} were coming and were being baptized-- 

Jhn 3:24  for John had not yet been thrown into prison. 

Jhn 3:25  Therefore there arose a discussion on the part of John's disciples with a Jew about purification. 

Jhn 3:26  And they came to John and said to him, "Rabbi, He who was with you beyond the Jordan, to whom you have testified, behold, He is baptizing and all are coming to Him." 

Jhn 3:27  John answered and said, "A man can receive nothing unless it has been given him from heaven. 

Jhn 3:28  "You yourselves are my witnesses that I said, 'I am not the Christ,' but, 'I have been sent ahead of Him.' 

Jhn 3:29  "He who has the bride is the bridegroom; but the friend of the bridegroom, who stands and hears him, rejoices greatly because of the bridegroom's voice. So this joy of mine has been made full. 

Jhn 3:30  "He must increase, but I must decrease. 

Jhn 3:31  "He who comes from above is above all, he who is of the earth is from the earth and speaks of the earth. He who comes from heaven is above all. 

Jhn 3:32  "What He has seen and heard, of that He testifies; and no one receives His testimony. 

Jhn 3:33  "He who has received His testimony has set his seal to {this,} that God is true. 

Jhn 3:34  "For He whom God has sent speaks the words of God; for He gives the Spirit without measure. 

Jhn 3:35  "The Father loves the Son and has given all things into His hand. 

Jhn 3:36  "He who believes in the Son has eternal life; but he who does not obey the Son will not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him." 

A. Structure: 
1. The necessity of the new birth Vs 1-3
2. The nature of the new birth. Vs 4-8
3. Jesus has descended from heaven in order to be lifted up Vs 9-15
4. The source of the new birth and the paradox of those who reject it Vs 16-21

5. John the Baptist again testifies concerning Jesus Vs 25-36
B. Old Testament Background:
1. Vs 3 – “The Kingdom of God”  

In Isaiah 9 the prophet describes a son who would be born and who would have the government resting on his shoulder. This son would have the throne of David and his kingdom. The reign of this son would never end.
2. Vs 5 – “the Spirit”
In the Old Testament it is the Spirit of God that is present in Gen 1:2 as the active Creator moving over the surface of the deep. In Exodus 31 it is the Spirit of God that fills Bezalel with the knowledge required to construct the tabernacle. In Numbers 11 it is the Spirit of God that comes and rests on the seventy elders enabling them to prophesy, just as it enabled Balaam to prophesy in Num. 24. Then in the book of Judges the Spirit of the Lord comes upon the men God chose as deliverer’s for His people. As the person who possesses the Spirit without measure, Jesus fulfills all these (and other) roles foreshadowed by men of the O.T. who possessed the Spirit of God. 
3. Vs 14 – “the son of man”
See Notes on chapter 1.
4. Vs 14 –“ the serpent in the wilderness” 
Towards the end of the forty year wilderness wandering in Numbers 21 the children of Israel became impatient and made an unjust accusation against God by saying He had “brought them into the wilderness to die”. In response to this God sent fiery serpents among the people who died when bitten. When the people repented they cried to God to remove the serpents. Not only did God remove the serpents, He also provided a remedy for anyone who had been bitten. Moses was told to make a bronze serpent and lift it up on a standard so that “everyone who is bitten, when he looks at it, he will live." 
5. Vs 16 – “begotten”  

See Notes on chapter 1.
C. Text Notes:
1. Vs 1 – Nicodemus is referenced later in 7:50 when he defends Jesus against the accusations made by the council. He is also mentioned in 19:38&39 as one of the two Sanhedrin members who buried Jesus.
2. Vs 1 – From Lucas’ Sermons on John - Nicodemus may be seen as representing Israel and their faith at its best. (a) He possessed knowledge of the true Law of God & prophets (b) A man whose physical ancestry could be traced back to Abraham. Yet he also represents Israel in their failure to understand and recognize Jesus.
3. Vs 1: - From Constable’s Notes on John regarding Pharisees: As a Pharisee, Nicodemus had respect for the Jewish Scriptures and was nationalistic politically. He would have stressed the careful observance of Israel's laws and the traditions of the elders. This was the way of salvation for Pharisees.

4. Vs 2 – Notice that Nicodemus’ reached his conclusion about Jesus based on the signs He did – the conclusion that “God was with Him”. This highlights one of the reasons signs were given. This admission along with calling Jesus “Rabbi” shows that he was an honest and sincere seeker. However he stops short at this point in time of calling Jesus the Messiah.
5. Vs 3 – Jesus states one of the themes of John’s gospel – the necessity of a new birth (see 1:13). The impact of the statement is that if Nicodemus must be born again, so must every Jew.
6. Vs 3 &6 – The reference to “seeing” the Kingdom is coupled with verse 5 of “entering the kingdom”. Later in 18:36 Jesus states that this Kingdom is “not of this world”, hence it is a Kingdom of heaven. These are the only references to the “kingdom” in John’s gospel.
7. Vs 3 &6 – The reference to “being born again” in verse 3 is the same as being “born of water and Spirit” in verse 5.

8. Vs 3 - From Hailey’s That You May Believe commentary on John – Man is born into the physical world by a physical birth and thereby becomes subject to physical laws. He is born under some form of civil rule, thereby becomes subject to a political government under a human ruler. One enters the kingdom of which Christ taught by a spiritual birth through the truth, of which He came to bear witness. Thus man becomes subject to spiritual law and under a spiritual king. The word of God - spiritual truth – pertains to a spiritual kingdom.
9. Vs 5 – Jesus talks of being “born of water” and then later in this chapter He is described as “baptizing” - thus giving an immediate connection to the reader between the two ideas. 

10. Vs 5 - From B. W. Johnston’s - People’s New Testament commentary on John – “all candid authorities agree that born of water refers to baptism. So Alford, Wesley, Abbott, Whitby, Olshausen, Tholuck, Prof. Wm. Milligan, the Episcopal Prayer Book, the Westminster Confession, the M. E. Discipline, and M. E. Doctrinal Tracts, and also the writers of the early Church all declare. Alford says: “All attempts to get rid of this have sprung from doctrinal prejudices.” Abbott says: “We are to understand Christ as he expected his auditor to understand him. John the Baptist baptized both Jew and Gentile as a sign of purification by repentance from past sins. Nicodemus would then have certainly understood by the expression, 'born of water,' a reference to this rite of baptism.”
11. Vs. 5, 6 & 8 – The new birth is repeated here three times to mean “born of the Spirit”. This continues a theme introduced by John in 1:18 of being “born of God” and also shows that the Spirit is God.
12. Vs 6 – This verse shows the necessity of being born of the Spirit. The Kingdom of Heaven is a spiritual kingdom and requires a Spiritual birth. Being born a second time from one’s own mother, as Nicodemus suggests, will only result in a fleshly birth.
13. Vs 8 – The analogy that Jesus uses here to teach about the Spirit’s operation is the effect wind has on trees. One cannot see the wind, only the effect of the wind (on a tree for example). In addition to seeing the effect one can also hear the sound the wind makes as it passes through a tree. The play on words Jesus uses is also important. The Greek word for “pneuma” can mean either “wind” or “Spirit”. It is noteworthy that when the Holy Spirit came on Pentecost the sound heard was described as a “mighty rushing wind” and tongues of fire were seen resting on the apostles head.
14. Vs 8 – In this verse Jesus clearly amplifies on what it means for “to be born of the Spirit”. The fact Jesus that does not amplify on the meaning of “born of water” likely suggests that Nicodemus understood the meaning of that phrase, and therefore needed no further instruction on this point.
15. Vs 10 – We see in this verse Jesus questions why Nicodemus was not already aware of these things. One reason may be the many references to God giving His Spirit to a people under the new covenant as foretold in prophets like Isaiah, Ezekiel and Joel. For example:

1)  Ez 36:27 - "I will put My Spirit within you and cause you to walk in My statutes, and you will be careful to observe My ordinances. 
2) Joel 2:28 - "It will come about after this That I will pour out My Spirit on all mankind; And your sons and daughters will prophesy, Your old men will dream dreams, Your young men will see visions.

As John says latter in 1 John 4:13 - By this we know that we abide in Him and He in us, because He has given us of His Spirit.
16. Vs 12 – From Constable’s Notes on John - If Jesus responded to everyone as He did to Nicodemus, it would mean that when a person rejects revelation he or she thereby limits the revelation that comes to that one from then on.
17. Vs 13:  Jesus right to the claim to speak “heavenly things” is based on the fact he came from heaven. From Hailey’s That you may Believe commentary on John: “He had come from Heaven; therefore, He brought first-hand information about all that of which He spoke”
18. Vs 13: The idea that Jesus came from heaven is one of the themes introduced in chapter 1 and is repeated in the feeding of the five thousand in 6:35 where Jesus said he was “the bread of God that came down from Heaven”

19. Vs 14 –This O.T. type was literally fulfilled when Jesus was lifted up on the cross. Jesus refers to Himself being lifted up again later in John 12:32&33. 

20. Vs 15 – Jesus emphasizes that not only must His words be believed, but He Himself must be believed. The phrase “believes in Him” is repeated in verses 16 &18.
21. Vs 16 – From Truth Commentary on John by J. King - It is widely agreed among expositors that verses 16-21 represent not a continuation of the discussion of Christ with Nicodemus, but rather the reflections of John upon that conversation. Two things give good evidence of this: (1) The dialogue stops and (2) All forms of personal address such as “you” to Nicodemus disappear.

22. Vs 16 – See the definition of “begotten” in chapter 1.
23. Vs 16 – From Guzik’s notes on John,  chapter 3: -

(a) We learn the object of God’s love: For God so loved the world. God did not wait for the world to turn to Him before He loved the world.

(b) We learn the expression and the gift of God’s love: He gave His only begotten Son. God’s love didn’t just feel for the plight of a fallen world. God did something about it, and He gave the most precious thing to give: His only begotten Son.

(c) We learn the recipient of God’s love: Whoever believes in Him. God loves the world, but the world does not receive or benefit from that love until it believes in Jesus, the gift that the Father gave. Believes in means much more than intellectual awareness or agreement. 
(d) We learn the intention of God’s love: Should not perish. God’s love actually saves man from eternal destruction.

(e) We learn the duration of God’s love: Everlasting life. The love we receive among people may fade or turn, but God’s love will never change. 

24. Vs 17 – Jesus’ mission was not to judge the world because the world is already “judged” or from the NKJV “condemned”. Rather Jesus came into an already condemned world to offer a way of escape from the judgment of God. The irony is that men reject this light in favor of darkness.
25. Vs 19 – Two of the recurring themes in the gospel of John are (a) Jesus is the Light that has come into the world and (b) the rejection of Jesus –in this case illustrated by men choosing darkness instead of the light.
26. Vs 20 & 21- The picture here is people are either one of two categories: Those who do evil and those who practice truth. The choice implies a continuation in the deeds from either one or the other category. 

27. Vs 20 – Not only do those who do evil love darkness, they hate the light.

28. Vs 21 – Interestingly the scriptures do not record the outcome of this meeting between Jesus and Nicodemus. Nicodemus’ later actions suggest he was a believer in Jesus. 

29. Vs 23 – The presence of a large amount of water would only be necessary for Baptism if it were by immersion. 
30. Vs 24 – From Matthew Henry’s Commentary on John -  It is noted (v. 24) that John was not yet cast into prison, to clear the order of the story, and to show that these passages are to come in before Matt. 6:12.

31. Vs 25 – The discussion on purification would relate in the context to baptism. From Truth Commentary on John by J. King- regarding the word “then (NKJV)” or “therefore (NASB)” - “[use of the word then] indicates that the dispute which arose was not on the general subject of ritual purity in general…but came out of the situation described in verses 22-24. 
32. Vs 26 -  The context of verses 26 thru 30 is bound up in the concern John’s disciples have about all coming to Jesus. John’s reply is that this is what must happen; “He must increase, I must decrease”.
33. Vs 28 – We see John the Baptist acting once again as a witness and simply repeating his testimony recorded in chapter 1. The phrase “I have been sent ahead of Him” is a commentary on John’s quotation of Isaiah in 1:23.
34. Vs 29 – From Blum’s "Bible Knowledge Commentary: New Testament” - "The assistant acted on behalf of the bridegroom and made the preliminary arrangements for the ceremony.
35. Vs 31 - From Truth Commentary on John by J. King- “Once again we are most likely dealing with the comments of John the Apostle at this juncture, since the remarks take on the nature of meditation and commentary”
36. Vs 32 – This verse gives added emphasis to what has already been said in verses 11&12- that Jesus was testifying about what He had seen & heard in Heaven.
37. Vs 31 & 34- These verses repeat themes introduced by John in chapter 1 that (a) Jesus came from heaven and (b) Jesus was sent by the Father. They also continue the thoughts introduced in verses 13 & 16 of this chapter.
38. Vs 36 – John’s statement that those who reject the Son “have the wrath of God abide with them” suggest the wrath that is already present continues without the Son. This statement can be connected to the one in vs 18 that “he who does not believe has been judged already”.
39. Vs 36 –Note that John sets belief and disobedience as contrasting responses to Jesus.
D. Key Themes:
1. Jesus is the only source of heavenly truth because He alone has come down from heaven.
2. Jesus was sent into the world by the Father.

3. Light has come through the Word.

4. Rejection of God by humanity.
5. The new birth.

6. God is made known by His Son.

7. Belief in Jesus brings eternal life.

8. Failure to think beyond this present world.

E. Key Words:
1. Spirit – Gr. “pneuma” (Strong’s 4151)
A. Primarily denotes "the wind" (akin to pneo, "to breathe, blow"); also "breath;" then, especially "the spirit," which, like the wind, is invisible, immaterial and powerful. 
2. Believe– Gr. “pisteuō” (Strong’s 4100)
A. To believe," also "to be persuaded of," and hence, "to place confidence in, to trust," signifies, in this sense of the word, reliance upon, not mere credence. It is most frequent in the writings of the Apostle John, especially the Gospel. He does not use the noun (see below). Of the writers of the Gospels, Matthew uses the verb ten times, Mark ten, Luke nine, John ninety-nine.
Questions & Applications:
1. Jesus explains that certain things “must” happen before anyone may enter the Kingdom. Some of these things must be done by God (Father, Son & Spirit), and some must be done by man. Make a list of the things from this chapter that fall into each category.
2. What things should Nicodemus have understood, that he apparently did not understand according to verse 10

3. What reason is stated for people rejecting the gospel according to the teachings of Jesus in this chapter?

4. How did John the Baptist see himself in relation to Jesus according to this chapter? Compare that with what we learned in chapter 1.
5. Summarize John’s testimony about Jesus from this chapter. 

6. How does this chapter help us to know that Jesus is the Son of God?
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