John 4
Part 1

Jhn 4:1  Therefore when the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus was making and baptizing more disciples than John 

Jhn 4:2  (although Jesus Himself was not baptizing, but His disciples were), 

Jhn 4:3  He left Judea and went away again into Galilee. 

Jhn 4:4  And He had to pass through Samaria. 

Jhn 4:5  So He *came to a city of Samaria called Sychar, near the parcel of ground that Jacob gave to his son Joseph; 

Jhn 4:6  and Jacob's well was there. So Jesus, being wearied from His journey, was sitting thus by the well. It was about the sixth hour. 

Jhn 4:7  There *came a woman of Samaria to draw water. Jesus *said to her, "Give Me a drink." 

Jhn 4:8  For His disciples had gone away into the city to buy food. 

Jhn 4:9  Therefore the Samaritan woman *said to Him, "How is it that You, being a Jew, ask me for a drink since I am a Samaritan woman?" (For Jews have no dealings with Samaritans.) 

Jhn 4:10  Jesus answered and said to her, "If you knew the gift of God, and who it is who says to you, 'Give Me a drink,' you would have asked Him, and He would have given you living water." 

Jhn 4:11  She *said to Him, "Sir, You have nothing to draw with and the well is deep; where then do You get that living water? 

Jhn 4:12  "You are not greater than our father Jacob, are You, who gave us the well, and drank of it himself and his sons and his cattle?" 

Jhn 4:13  Jesus answered and said to her, "Everyone who drinks of this water will thirst again; 

Jhn 4:14  but whoever drinks of the water that I will give him shall never thirst; but the water that I will give him will become in him a well of water springing up to eternal life." 

Jhn 4:15  The woman *said to Him, "Sir, give me this water, so I will not be thirsty nor come all the way here to draw." 

Jhn 4:16  He *said to her, "Go, call your husband and come here." 

Jhn 4:17  The woman answered and said, "I have no husband." Jesus *said to her, "You have correctly said, 'I have no husband'; 

Jhn 4:18  for you have had five husbands, and the one whom you now have is not your husband; this you have said truly." 

Jhn 4:19  The woman *said to Him, "Sir, I perceive that You are a prophet. 

Jhn 4:20  "Our fathers worshiped in this mountain, and you {people} say that in Jerusalem is the place where men ought to worship." 

Jhn 4:21  Jesus *said to her, "Woman, believe Me, an hour is coming when neither in this mountain nor in Jerusalem will you worship the Father. 

Jhn 4:22  "You worship what you do not know; we worship what we know, for salvation is from the Jews. 

Jhn 4:23  "But an hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth; for such people the Father seeks to be His worshipers. 

Jhn 4:24  "God is spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth." 

Jhn 4:25  The woman *said to Him, "I know that Messiah is coming (He who is called Christ); when that One comes, He will declare all things to us." 

Jhn 4:26  Jesus *said to her, "I who speak to you am {He.}" 

Jhn 4:27  At this point His disciples came, and they were amazed that He had been speaking with a woman, yet no one said, "What do You seek?" or, "Why do You speak with her?" 

Jhn 4:28  So the woman left her waterpot, and went into the city and *said to the men, 

Jhn 4:29  "Come, see a man who told me all the things that I {have} done; this is not the Christ, is it?" 

Jhn 4:30  They went out of the city, and were coming to Him. 

Jhn 4:31  Meanwhile the disciples were urging Him, saying, "Rabbi, eat." 

Jhn 4:32  But He said to them, "I have food to eat that you do not know about." 

Jhn 4:33  So the disciples were saying to one another, "No one brought Him {anything} to eat, did he?" 

Jhn 4:34  Jesus *said to them, "My food is to do the will of Him who sent Me and to accomplish His work. 

Jhn 4:35  "Do you not say, 'There are yet four months, and {then} comes the harvest'? Behold, I say to you, lift up your eyes and look on the fields, that they are white for harvest. 

Jhn 4:36  "Already he who reaps is receiving wages and is gathering fruit for life eternal; so that he who sows and he who reaps may rejoice together. 

Jhn 4:37  "For in this {case} the saying is true, 'One sows and another reaps.' 

Jhn 4:38  "I sent you to reap that for which you have not labored; others have labored and you have entered into their labor." 

Jhn 4:39  From that city many of the Samaritans believed in Him because of the word of the woman who testified, "He told me all the things that I {have} done." 

Jhn 4:40  So when the Samaritans came to Jesus, they were asking Him to stay with them; and He stayed there two days. 

Jhn 4:41  Many more believed because of His word; 

Jhn 4:42  and they were saying to the woman, "It is no longer because of what you said that we believe, for we have heard for ourselves and know that this One is indeed the Savior of the world." 

Jhn 4:43  After the two days He went forth from there into Galilee. 

Jhn 4:44  For Jesus Himself testified that a prophet has no honor in his own country. 

Jhn 4:45  So when He came to Galilee, the Galileans received Him, having seen all the things that He did in Jerusalem at the feast; for they themselves also went to the feast. 

Jhn 4:46  Therefore He came again to Cana of Galilee where He had made the water wine. And there was a royal official whose son was sick at Capernaum. 

Jhn 4:47  When he heard that Jesus had come out of Judea into Galilee, he went to Him and was imploring {Him} to come down and heal his son; for he was at the point of death. 

Jhn 4:48  So Jesus said to him, "Unless you {people} see signs and wonders, you {simply} will not believe." 

Jhn 4:49  The royal official *said to Him, "Sir, come down before my child dies." 

Jhn 4:50  Jesus *said to him, "Go; your son lives." The man believed the word that Jesus spoke to him and started off. 

Jhn 4:51  As he was now going down, {his} slaves met him, saying that his son was living. 

Jhn 4:52  So he inquired of them the hour when he began to get better. Then they said to him, "Yesterday at the seventh hour the fever left him." 

Jhn 4:53  So the father knew that {it was} at that hour in which Jesus said to him, "Your son lives"; and he himself believed and his whole household. 

Jhn 4:54  This is again a second sign that Jesus performed when He had come out of Judea into Galilee. 

A. Structure: 
1. Jesus and the Samaritan woman Vs 1-15
2. The nature of true worship - Vs 16-26
3. Jesus teaching on Spiritual Harvest Vs 27-28
4. Many Samaritans come to belief Vs 39-42
5. The second sign (also in Cana) –Vs 43-54.
B. Old Testament Background:
1. Vs 5 – “Samaria”  

In 1 Kings 16:24 we read where King Omri purchased the hill on which he built Samaria as the new capital of the northern kingdom of Israel. The name Samaria eventually came to describe the district in which the city stood and even the whole Northern Kingdom. When the Assyrians captured the city and ended the Northern kingdom of Israel they deported most of the citizens of Israel and imported foreigners who intermarried with the remaining Israelites. 
When the resettled foreigners worshipped their pagan gods the LORD sent lions among them. In response the people requested a priest from the exiles who taught them how they should fear LORD. However just as Israel did before them, they continued to serve both idols and the LORD (2 Kings 17). 
The Jews who returned to Jerusalem after the Exile regarded the residents of Samaria as racial half-breeds and religious compromisers. The Samaritans resisted Nehemiah's attempts to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem (Neh. 4:1-2). They built a rival temple on Mt. Gerizim opposite Shechem which they dedicated to Zeus. John Hyrcanus, the Hasmonean ruler of Judea, destroyed it and Shechem about 128 B.C. These actions all resulted in continued hostility between the two groups. The Samaritans continued to worship on Mt. Gerizim and accepted only the Pentateuch as canonical 
2. Vs 5 – “…parcel of ground that Jacob gave Joseph”
The portion of land referred to here is the land near O.T. Shechem. Jacob purchased this portion of land from Hamor for 100 pieces of money (Gen 33:18-20). Later the land was inherited by the sons of Joseph (Ephraim) and Joseph was buried there (Joshua 24:32). The burial site is near the bases of Mounts Ebal and Gerizim.
3. Vs 14 – “Savior of the whole world”
The idea that God was interested in all men can be found as early as the Divine promises to Abraham when God said “all nations would be blessed” through Abraham’s seed. The Old Testament prophets continued this idea with many statements like “a light to the Gentiles” (Is. 42:6), and the mountain of the Lord’s house being established and “all nations streaming into it” (Is 2:2).

C. Text Notes:
1. Vs 2: The reason why Jesus did not baptize is not stated. It may have had to do with the same reasons given by Paul in 1 Cor. 1 i.e. -so that no-one could claim special privilege of having been baptized by Jesus. 
2. Vs 4: The most direct route between Judea and Galilee would take a traveler through Samaria. 
3. Vs 1-5: From Leon Morris’ The Gospel According to John:  Nicodemus was an eminent representative of orthodox Judaism. Now John records an interview Jesus had with one who stood for a class that was wholeheartedly despised by orthodox Judaism. From the point of view of the orthodox Jew there were three strikes against her: she was a Samaritan, a woman, and a sexual sinner

4. Vs 6 – The sixth hour is noon.
5. Vs 9 – later in John’s gospel (8:48) the enemies of Jesus called Him a “Samaritan” in an effort to insult Him.

6. Vs. 9 – From Blum’s Bible Knowledge Commentary: New Testament - "The normal prejudices of the day prohibited public conversation between men and women, between Jews and Samaritans, and especially between strangers”. From D. Daube, The New Testament and Rabbinic Judaism – “John explained for his readers who were unfamiliar with Palestinian prejudices that the Jews did not use (Gr. synchrontai) the same objects as the Samaritans”.
7. Vs 10 – The woman is another example of a person who did not recognize who Jesus truly was (a theme from chapter 1).
8. Vs 10 – The term “Living water” is also found in Jeremiah 2:13, 17:13 & John 7:38. In ancient times, they called spring water living water because it seemed "alive" as it bubbled up from the ground.
9. Vs 12 – Jesus ability to give the woman living water was just one fact that made Him greater than Jacob.
10. Vs 14 – This is the first of 3 references in John to Jesus providing water. See also 6:35 & 7:38.

11. Vs 15 – At first it may seem Jesus ignores her request. But on a deeper level He begins to answer her request for “this water” by laying bare, and making her face, the sin in her life which is the first step in coming to God. Then He points her to true worship, and finally to Himself as Messiah.
12. Vs 17 – Jesus demonstrates his ability to know all things about a person by surprising the Samaritan woman with His comments about her past. It would be unusual for five husbands to die, so likely she had been divorced. 
13. Vs 19 – The woman’s response shows that Jesus could not have known her past without supernatural knowledge. 

14. Vs 20 – The woman may have been asking a diversionary question as a result of being confronted with her sin.
15. Vs 23 - From B.W. Johnston’s People’s New Testament -The time is at hand, says the Lord, when a worship of forms, or at holy places, will not meet the demands of the Father. He must be worshiped with the heart, in spirit and in truth. Spiritual worship can be offered in any land, wherever the soul can humble itself before God.
16. Vs 24 – The fact that God is Spirit is one of the fundamental truths revealed in the Bible. The passage intends that we understand God is Spirit as opposed to flesh. Since He is Spirit then we must worship Him in a spiritual rather than material way. It also requires the true worshippers to have been born of the Spirit.
17. Vs 26 – this is the only place in John’s gospel prior to His trial where Jesus plainly states He was the Messiah. From Hailey’s “That You May Believe” – “He did not tell her that He was the Messiah until He had brought her to the point of realizing the spiritual nature of true religion.
18. Vs 28 – The woman’s excitement is demonstrated by the fact she left her waterpot.
19. Vs 33 – The disciples demonstrate that they are just as un-Spiritual in their thinking as the Samaritan woman was when they misunderstand Jesus’ statement and think only on the level of physical food as the woman had thought only of physical water.
20. Vs 34 – This could be taken as a the definition of a Servant: One who does the will of another to accomplish their work.
21. Vs 35 – Jesus continues to speak of spiritual matters in physical terms. The contrast in this verse is the long waiting period between planting and harvesting described in the proverb by the 4 months, and the immediate harvest that was apparently coming from the conversation with the woman (and the resulting neighbors coming towards Him at that very moment).
22. Vs 35 – from Constable’s Notes on John - Perhaps as Jesus spoke these words the disciples observed the customarily white-clothed men of Sychar wending their way through the fields toward them as so much living grain.
23. Vs 39 – Note that the Samaritan woman is functioning in the role of a witness- giving testimony. This is one of the key themes of John’s gospel.
24. Vs 40 – This was an unusual invitation on two accounts: From B.W. Johnston’s People’s New Testament – “A strange invitation for a Samaritan village to give to a Jew. It was also a strange thing for a Jewish teacher to accept the invitation”
25. Vs 42 – from W. Wiersbe’s The Bible Exposition Commentary - "It is interesting to trace our Lord's movements that brought Him to Samaria. He was in Jerusalem (John 2:23) and then came into Judea (John 3:22). From Judea He went into Samaria (John 4:4), and the Samaritans declared Him to be 'the Savior of the world.' This is a perfect parallel to Acts 1:8—'And ye shall be witnesses unto Me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.'

26. Vs 42 – One of the points of this story may be the emphasis found in the phrase “Savior of the world” which would have added impact as Jesus talked with Samaritans. This picks up on John’s theme found in 1:29 (“the lamb of God that takes away the sin of the world”) & 3:16&17 (For God so loved the world..”).
27. V 45 – “The feast” referred to in this verse is likely the Passover feast mentioned in chapter 2:23. The contrast is the Jews believed because of the signs, whereas the Samaritans believed His word (vs 41).
28. Vs 46 – from Constable’s Notes on John -This incident completes a cycle in John's Gospel. Jesus performed His first sign in Cana (2:1), and now He returned and did another miracle there (v. 46). There is even a second reference to Capernaum (2:12; 4:46). John's account of Jesus' first miracle in Cana (2:11) ended with a reference to the weak faith of the Jews that rested only on miracles (2:23- 25). His account of Jesus' second miracle in Cana (4:54) opens with a similar reference (4:45, 48). In short, this section seems to be an inclusio framed by two miracles in Cana with two conversations occurring between them. Jesus' conversation with Nicodemus is typical of the reception that the Jews gave Him, but His conversation with the Samaritan woman shows the reception that non-Jews more typically gave Him.

29. Vs 46 – from Constable’s Notes on John - The royal official (Gr. basilikos) was by his title a man who served a king. This was probably Herod Antipas in view of where he lived.
30. Vs 46 –An important feature of this sign was the distance between Jesus' location (in Cana) and where the official's son lay ill (in Capernaum approx. 16 miles). From Hailey’s “That You May Believe” – “He not only demonstrated His power over disease … but He also showed Himself to be master of distance and space”
31. Vs 47 – The phrase “come down” is also used in verses 49 and 51. From Truth Commentary on John by D. King - Cana is 2,849 feet above seal level whereas Capernaum was ~682 ft below sea level, an ascent of 3531 feet. 
32. Vs 48 – This statement is similar to Nicodemus statement in 3:2. 
33. Vs 48 - from Constable’s Notes on John – “The official was responding as most of the Galileans did. Jesus used the plural "you" indicating that this man's unbelief was typical of most of his countrymen”.
34. Vs 50 – from Constable’s Notes on John - Jesus did not do what the father asked, but He gave him a promise instead: his son would live. The official seized the promise and departed for home alone demonstrating that he did not just want to see a miracle. If he had refused to go home without Jesus, he would have been disbelieving Jesus' word. 
35. Vs 52- the seventh hour is 1 pm in the afternoon.
36. Vs 52- the time the fever left the Nobleman’s son was no coincidence. It was exactly the same hour Jesus spoke the promise of healing to him on the day before. The recovery was no accident. Notice the nobleman was curious enough to ask about the time.
37. Verse 54 – According to some commentators the first two signs in John’s gospel act as a pair of brackets, and they indicate that everything within the section hangs together. For example from Constable’s Notes on John he suggests a chiastic structure (in a chiasm the emphasis is the center verse): 
A Jesus' first sign in Cana 2:1-11

B A reference to Capernaum, Jesus' headquarters 2:12

C Hostility toward Jesus in Jerusalem 2:13-25

D Nicodemus' response 3:1-15

E The importance of Jesus' mission 3:16-36

D' The Samaritan woman's response 4:1-38

C' Acceptance of Jesus in Samaria 4:39-42

B' A reference to Galilee, Jesus' major ministry arena 4:43-45



A' Jesus' second sign in Cana 4:46-54
38.  Chapter summation – see diagram below that illustrates the differences in belief found in this chapter.
The Superiority of the Samaritan’s Belief to that of the Jews
· Note the Samaritans accepted the word of Jesus seemingly without signs.

· Note that Jesus Himself stated the hardhearted Jews would not believe without signs.

· Note that the Nobleman started off wanting Jesus to come with him to heal his son. Only after desperation set in does he accept Jesus’ word.
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D. Key Themes:
1. Jesus is the living water.
2. Jesus is the Savior of the whole world. The Kingdom is for all nations.
3. The rejection of Jesus.
4. The nature of true worship and belief.
5. Jesus work is the Father’s service.

E. Key Words:
1. Believe – Gr. “logos” (Strong’s 4100)
See notes on chapter 3.

2. Witness –Gr. “Martyria” (Strong’s 3141) 
See notes on chapter 1.
3. Messiah –Gr. “Messias” (Strong’s 3323); Hebrew “mashiyac”
See notes on chapter 1.

4. Worship –Gr. “proskyneō” (Strong’s 4352); 
1) To kiss the hand to (towards) one, in token of reverence 
2) Among the Orientals, esp. the Persians, to fall upon the knees and touch the ground with the forehead as an expression of profound reverence  
3) In the NT by kneeling or prostration to do homage (to one) or make obeisance, whether in order to express respect or to make supplication.
5. Work – Gr.“ergon” (Strong’s 2041
See notes on chapter 5.

Questions & Applications:
1. Based on the conversation with the Samaritan woman what do we learn about the nature of true worship? 
2. List the ways Jesus was misunderstood in this chapter.
3. What was the testimony of the Samaritan woman? 

4. What was Jesus’ answer to the woman’s question of verse 20?

5. Who are the “you” and “we” in verses 21&22? Who is the “you” in verse 48?
6. Why do you think John included this chapter, with its emphasis on the Samaritans?

7. List the witnesses to this second miraculous sign and what their testimony would state.
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