John 5
Part 1

Jhn 5:1  After these things there was a feast of the Jews, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 

Jhn 5:2  Now there is in Jerusalem by the sheep {gate} a pool, which is called in Hebrew Bethesda, having five porticoes. 

Jhn 5:3  In these lay a multitude of those who were sick, blind, lame, and withered, [waiting for the moving of the waters; 

Jhn 5:4  for an angel of the Lord went down at certain seasons into the pool and stirred up the water; whoever then first, after the stirring up of the water, stepped in was made well from whatever disease with which he was afflicted.] 

Jhn 5:5  A man was there who had been ill for thirty-eight years. 

Jhn 5:6  When Jesus saw him lying {there,} and knew that he had already been a long time {in that condition,} He *said to him, "Do you wish to get well?" 

Jhn 5:7  The sick man answered Him, "Sir, I have no man to put me into the pool when the water is stirred up, but while I am coming, another steps down before me." 

Jhn 5:8  Jesus *said to him, "Get up, pick up your pallet and walk." 

Jhn 5:9  Immediately the man became well, and picked up his pallet and {began} to walk. Now it was the Sabbath on that day. 

Jhn 5:10  So the Jews were saying to the man who was cured, "It is the Sabbath, and it is not permissible for you to carry your pallet." 

Jhn 5:11  But he answered them, "He who made me well was the one who said to me, 'Pick up your pallet and walk.'" 

Jhn 5:12  They asked him, "Who is the man who said to you, 'Pick up {your pallet} and walk'?" 

Jhn 5:13  But the man who was healed did not know who it was, for Jesus had slipped away while there was a crowd in {that} place. 

Jhn 5:14  Afterward Jesus *found him in the temple and said to him, "Behold, you have become well; do not sin anymore, so that nothing worse happens to you." 

Jhn 5:15  The man went away, and told the Jews that it was Jesus who had made him well. 

Jhn 5:16  For this reason the Jews were persecuting Jesus, because He was doing these things on the Sabbath. 

Jhn 5:17  But He answered them, "My Father is working until now, and I Myself am working." 

Jhn 5:18  For this reason therefore the Jews were seeking all the more to kill Him, because He not only was breaking the Sabbath, but also was calling God His own Father, making Himself equal with God. 

Jhn 5:19  Therefore Jesus answered and was saying to them, "Truly, truly, I say to you, the Son can do nothing of Himself, unless {it is} something He sees the Father doing; for whatever the Father does, these things the Son also does in like manner. 

Jhn 5:20  "For the Father loves the Son, and shows Him all things that He Himself is doing; and {the Father} will show Him greater works than these, so that you will marvel. 

Jhn 5:21  "For just as the Father raises the dead and gives them life, even so the Son also gives life to whom He wishes. 

Jhn 5:22  "For not even the Father judges anyone, but He has given all judgment to the Son, 

Jhn 5:23  so that all will honor the Son even as they honor the Father. He who does not honor the Son does not honor the Father who sent Him. 

Jhn 5:24  "Truly, truly, I say to you, he who hears My word, and believes Him who sent Me, has eternal life, and does not come into judgment, but has passed out of death into life. 

Jhn 5:25  "Truly, truly, I say to you, an hour is coming and now is, when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God, and those who hear will live. 

Jhn 5:26  "For just as the Father has life in Himself, even so He gave to the Son also to have life in Himself; 

Jhn 5:27  and He gave Him authority to execute judgment, because He is {the} Son of Man. 

Jhn 5:28  "Do not marvel at this; for an hour is coming, in which all who are in the tombs will hear His voice, 

Jhn 5:29  and will come forth; those who did the good {deeds} to a resurrection of life, those who committed the evil {deeds} to a resurrection of judgment. 

Jhn 5:30  "I can do nothing on My own initiative. As I hear, I judge; and My judgment is just, because I do not seek My own will, but the will of Him who sent Me. 

Jhn 5:31  "If I {alone} testify about Myself, My testimony is not true. 

Jhn 5:32  "There is another who testifies of Me, and I know that the testimony which He gives about Me is true. 

Jhn 5:33  "You have sent to John, and he has testified to the truth. 

Jhn 5:34  "But the testimony which I receive is not from man, but I say these things so that you may be saved. 

Jhn 5:35  "He was the lamp that was burning and was shining and you were willing to rejoice for a while in his light. 

Jhn 5:36  "But the testimony which I have is greater than {the testimony of} John; for the works which the Father has given Me to accomplish--the very works that I do--testify about Me, that the Father has sent Me. 

Jhn 5:37  "And the Father who sent Me, He has testified of Me. You have neither heard His voice at any time nor seen His form. 

Jhn 5:38  "You do not have His word abiding in you, for you do not believe Him whom He sent. 

Jhn 5:39  "You search the Scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal life; it is these that testify about Me; 

Jhn 5:40  and you are unwilling to come to Me so that you may have life. 

Jhn 5:41  "I do not receive glory from men; 

Jhn 5:42  but I know you, that you do not have the love of God in yourselves. 

Jhn 5:43  "I have come in My Father's name, and you do not receive Me; if another comes in his own name, you will receive him. 

Jhn 5:44  "How can you believe, when you receive glory from one another and you do not seek the glory that is from the {one and} only God? 

Jhn 5:45  "Do not think that I will accuse you before the Father; the one who accuses you is Moses, in whom you have set your hope. 

Jhn 5:46  "For if you believed Moses, you would believe Me, for he wrote about Me. 

Jhn 5:47  "But if you do not believe his writings, how will you believe My words?" 

A. Structure: 
1. Healing of the man at the Pool of Bethsaida Vs 1-18
2. The central claim of the book: Jesus as the Son is Equal with God 19-30
3. Testimony to Jesus’ claims and its rejection by men Vs 31-47
B. Old Testament Background:
1. Vs 31 thru 39 – “the testimony of two or more witnesses”  

Deut. 19:15 states that "A single witness shall not rise up against a man on account of any iniquity or any sin which he has committed; on the evidence of two or three witnesses a matter shall be confirmed”. The multiples witnesses that Jesus refers to in this chapter as proof of His claims reflect this legal principle found in the Law of Moses.
2. Vs 9 – “the Sabbath”
The Sabbath was a day of rest when the Israelite nation was to remember their rescue from Egyptian bondage (Deut. 5:12-15) and also called to mind God’s rest from His creative work (Exodus 20:101-11). It was also a sign between God and His covenant people (Ex 31:13, Ez. 20:12). By the time of Jesus’ day the Sabbath had been corrupted. Keeping the Sabbath (as defined by the Jewish rabbi’s) was seen as more important than the God who gave it for the benefit of man.
3. Vs 46 –“Moses …wrote about Me” 
This is a general reference to the law that Moses began to receive in Egypt at the time of the Exodus and concluded with his final instructions recorded in Deuteronomy while camped beside the Jordan River at the plains of Moab. H. Hailey’s suggests in his book “That You May Believe” the following specific references in the Law of Moses to Jesus:
a) The Seed of Woman – Genesis 3:15

b) The Seed of Abraham – Gen. 12-1-3

c) The Heavenly Ladder – Gen. 28:12

d) The “Prophet” – Deut. 18:15-18

e) Types and shadows such as the offering of Isaac, the Passover lamb, the bronze serpent, manna, the rock that miraculously provided water, and even the construction of the tabernacle.

C. Text Notes:
1. Vs 1 – We are not told which feast this was. There were 3 different feasts that required Jewish males to travel to Jerusalem. Note that when it is important to the context, John is inspired to record which feast it is (example chpt 7).
2. Vs 2 – the pool mentioned here has been discovered by modern archeology and is just as John described it having five porticoes. (Porticoes are porches or walkways with a roof supported by columns)
3. Vs 5 – The man’s sickness seems to have been some type of paralysis. The length of time he had been ill shows that this was not a contrived miracle. At this point in time he had been ill longer than Jesus had been alive on the earth.
4. Vs 7 – This verse is understood in connection to the “stirring of the waters” in verse 3&4.

5. Vs 9 – The notation that this was on a Sabbath day sets the stage for the ongoing discussion between Jesus and the Jews in this chapter. Controversy over the Sabbath resurfaces as an issue in chapters 7 and 9. 
6. Vs 10: The Jews had valid reasons for being concerned about keeping the Sabbath. One of the reasons stated as to why Judah was carried away into captivity was for not remembering the Sabbaths. In Nehemiah 13 the captives who returned from Babylon were rebuked for working on the Sabbath. Nehemiah said to them in Neh. 13:18 - "Did not your fathers do the same, so that our God brought on us and on this city all this trouble? Yet you are adding to the wrath on Israel by profaning the Sabbath." Jeremiah had given a similar rebuke in Jer. 17:21 'Thus says the LORD, "Take heed for yourselves, and do not carry any load on the Sabbath day or bring anything in through the gates of Jerusalem.  The issue here was that the Rabbis of Jesus day had interpreted the prohibition against working (which is what is meant by the term “carrying a load”) to mean a prohibition from carrying anything, including the man’s bed (actually bed here means a sleeping-mat or a pallet). From Constable’s Notes on John - this healed paralytic was not breaking the intent of the law, but he was violating the rabbinic interpretation of it.

7. Vs 12 – Notice that the Jewish authorities ignored the miracle. Their emphasis was on the offense to their interpretation of the Law.
8. Vs 12 & 17 - Note that Jesus could have healed the man on a different day and avoided the controversy with the Jews. By deliberately creating the issue Jesus was able to point to His right to work on the Sabbath, just as His Father did.
9. Vs 14 – The statement made in this verse does not say that the man’s illness was a result of sin (an idea popular in Jesus day that reappears in the healing of the blind man), but rather it emphasizes that the final judgment of a sinner is a fate worse than being ill for 38 years.
10. Vs 16 – This is the beginning of the conflict between Jesus and the Jewish authorities that will ultimately result in His crucifixion.
11. Vs 17 – From B. W. Johnston’s People’s New Testament -The answer of Jesus to his accusers goes to the very root of the matter. The basis on which the Sabbath rested was that God had ceased his creative labors on the seventh day. Jesus shows that God's rest was not idleness. The Father had continued his works of love and mercy. He worked in these works right on till Jesus came; “now,” says the Son, “I work as my Father works. There is no suspension on the Sabbath of works of benevolence and mercy.” The Father's example is the pattern given to direct man.
12. Vs 18 – John interrupts the story at this point to explain to the reader the reason for the Jews animosity. From Hailey’s “That You May Believe” – “The Jews correctly interpreted the words of Jesus; He claimed a special relation to God. If He could heal a lame man, it would be by the power of God; if He did it on a Sabbath day, then both the work and the Sabbath belonged to Him. Although the Father had rested from the work of creation, He had never stopped working.”
13. Vs 19 thru 22 – Four “fors” are stated in these verses that all point to Jesus being Divine in nature: 1. Vs 19 – The Son does the same things as the Father. 2. Vs 20: For the Father Loves the Son and shows Him all things. 3.  Vs 21: The Son gives life as the Father.  4. Vs 22:  All judgment has been delegated to the Son by the Father.
14. Vs 19 – From R.C. Lucas’ “From Death to Life” - In Jesus Christ we have a perfect revelation of God. Notice the fullness of John 5:20- “the Father loves the Son, and shows Him all that He Himself is doing”. There is no limited communication between Jesus and the Father; therefore in Jesus we have the fullest possible revelation of God, and it has been recorded for us in the Bible. If we refuse to examine that revelation, we will remain in ignorance.
15. Vs 20 – The greater works are 
· The Divine work of giving eternal life  - Vs 21
· The Divine work of judgment  -Vs 22
16. Vs 21 – From R.C. Lucas’ “From Death to Life” - The first mark of the Creator is that He gives life -something no scientist can do. Nor can any human being bring a dead person back to life. The greatest miracle that God has done has been to raise His Son from death. Jesus claims not only to be able to give life, but also to be able to raise the dead.

17. Vs 22 – This verse is further explained in verses 27-30.
18.  Vs 23 – This is one of many statements in John that show a person cannot claim to worship God and deny the Son.
19. Vs 24 – The new order of things brought by Jesus is death-to-life; contrasted with the order of this present world which is life-to-death.
20.  Vs 24 – This is another of the themes in John’s gospel – hearing the voice & words of Jesus. In 10:27 Jesus states hearing His voice is a condition of being considered His sheep. When standing before Pilate he says in 18:37“Everyone who is of the truth hears My voice”
21. Vs 24-29 – From R.C. Lucas’ “Authority to Judge” - “The actions of God which are the most complete expressions of His sovereignty are the raising of men from death to life and the passing of judgment on them. To kill and make alive and to give impartial judgment are the prerogatives of Almighty God”.

22. Vs 25&28 – These verses make it clear it will be voice of Jesus that the dead will hear on the last day. The dead hearing the voice of Jesus is demonstrated in the resurrection of Lazarus when he was called forth from the grave.
23.  Vs 27 – From Constable’s Notes on John – Jesus can judge humanity because He belongs to it and understands it (cf. Heb. 2:17) He is a judge who shared the same nature as the judged.
24. Vs 29 – This is one of the determining means of judgment given in the gospel of John.  From Hailey’s “That You May Believe” a summary of these is as follows: 

1) An Individual’s love for darkness – 3:19

2) Evil conduct – 5:29

3) Failure to forsake the prince of this world – 12:31, 16:8,11

25. Vs 30 – The judgment that Jesus makes is just because it is not self glorifying.
26. Vs 33 – This references 1:19 where the Priests and Levites from Jerusalem came to John. Jesus knew of their inquiries and also knew they had rejected John’s testimony.
27. Vs 33 – This is the first of the witnesses Jesus refers to in this chapter.

28. Vs 34 - From Constable’s Notes on John – Jesus did not need and did not accept human testimony to establish His identity in His own mind. All the witness He needed was the Father's. He only mentioned John the Baptist's witness to establish His identity in His hearers' minds that they might believe on Him and obtain salvation.
29. Vs 36 – This is the second witness Jesus refers to in this chapter.
30. Vs 37 - This is the third witness Jesus refers to in this chapter.
31. Vs 37 – The statement that Jesus as sent by the Father is one of the themes of John’s gospel. This is the fourth time in this chapter that Jesus makes reference to being sent (The other three are verses 24, 30 & 36). It is a phrase that occurs over 30 times in John’s gospel. Some of these are in 3:34, 6:29, 8:42 and 17:3.
32. Vs 39 – The scriptures referred to here are the O.T. scriptures. This is the fourth witness Jesus refers to in this chapter.
33. Vs 39 – The failure of the Jews to recognize Jesus was proof that they had failed to understand the true meaning of the O.T. scripture.
34. Vs 43 – “Receiving” Jesus is one of John’s themes introduced in 1:12.  It stands in contrast to those who reject Jesus, particularly “His own” which is another theme of John’s gospel.
35. Vs 44 – Securing the glory of this world and/or mankind was the basis of the devil’s temptation for Jesus to throw Himself off the pinnacle of the temple and have the Angel’s bear Him up, and also the third temptation when the devil showed him “all the kingdoms of the world and their glory”.
36. Vs 44 – Jesus consistently taught that His mission on earth was to do the will of the Father. In 4:34 Jesus taught that doing the will of the One who sent Him was nourishment equal with physical food. Later in the upper room He will make similar statements.
37. Vs 45- From R.C. Lucas’ “Authority to Judge” –“Throughout this chapter Jesus presents Himself as the Judge of mankind, but in verse 45 He tells the religious people- “Do not think that I shall accuse you to the Father; it is Moses who accuses you, on whom you set your hope.” Orthodox Jews rely on the authority of Moses’ words, and Jesus says any one who really believes the Old Testament scriptures will believe and worship Him. The true Jew will in the end become a Christian. Those who reject Him will be accused by their very religion on the Last Day. How relevant this is to religious people today!”
38. Vs 30-47: From Florida College Lectures The Gospel & Epistles of John , by Jack Owens– “In listing of witnesses (vs 30-47) Jesus provided an inventory of failures [of those who did not believe]:

a. Rejoiced only briefly in John (vs 35)

b. Disallowed the Father’s Word  (vs 38)

c. Refused to come to Jesus (vs 40)

d. Lacked God’s Love –(vs 42)

e. Sought glory from one another (vs 44)

f. Rejected the very one in whom they had set their hope (vs 45-470
D. Key Themes:
1. Jesus equality with God.
2. Jesus was sent by God.

3. Jesus is the giver of Life. 
4. Jesus is the judge of all mankind.

5. Jesus work is the Father’s service.

6. Hearing the words and voice of Jesus.

7. The testimony of witnesses to the claims of Jesus.
8. Rejection of Him by His own.
E. Key Words:
1. Glory – Gr. “doxa” (Strong’s 1391)
A. See Chapter 2 notes. 
2. Witness –Gr. “Martyria” (Strong’s 3141) 
A. See Chapter 1 notes. 
3. Works  - Gr.“ergon” (Strong’s 2041) 
A. An act, deed, thing done. From Hailey’s “That You May Believe” – John considers Christ’s signs simply “works of God”. These works included all of Jesus' activities, including His miracles, His life of perfect obedience, and His work of redemption on the cross.
Questions & Applications:
1. Why were the Jews offended by the healing of the man at the pool?

2. List the witnesses to this third miraculous sign and what their testimony would state.

3. What are the claims of Jesus according to this chapter?

4. What things are necessary for passage from judgment to eternal life according to verse 24?

5. List the witnesses Jesus calls on to testify to the validity of His claims. 

6. How did the writings of Moses speak of Jesus?

7. How does this passage help us to know that Jesus is the Son of God?
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