John 6
Part 1

Jhn 6:1  After these things Jesus went away to the other side of the Sea of Galilee (or Tiberias). 

Jhn 6:2  A large crowd followed Him, because they saw the signs which He was performing on those who were sick. 

Jhn 6:3  Then Jesus went up on the mountain, and there He sat down with His disciples. 

Jhn 6:4  Now the Passover, the feast of the Jews, was near. 

Jhn 6:5  Therefore Jesus, lifting up His eyes and seeing that a large crowd was coming to Him, *said to Philip, "Where are we to buy bread, so that these may eat?" 

Jhn 6:6  This He was saying to test him, for He Himself knew what He was intending to do. 

Jhn 6:7  Philip answered Him, "Two hundred denarii worth of bread is not sufficient for them, for everyone to receive a little." 

Jhn 6:8  One of His disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter's brother, *said to Him, 

Jhn 6:9  "There is a lad here who has five barley loaves and two fish, but what are these for so many people?" 

Jhn 6:10  Jesus said, "Have the people sit down." Now there was much grass in the place. So the men sat down, in number about five thousand. 

Jhn 6:11  Jesus then took the loaves, and having given thanks, He distributed to those who were seated; likewise also of the fish as much as they wanted. 

Jhn 6:12  When they were filled, He *said to His disciples, "Gather up the leftover fragments so that nothing will be lost." 

Jhn 6:13  So they gathered them up, and filled twelve baskets with fragments from the five barley loaves which were left over by those who had eaten. 

Jhn 6:14  Therefore when the people saw the sign which He had performed, they said, "This is truly the Prophet who is to come into the world." 

Jhn 6:15  So Jesus, perceiving that they were intending to come and take Him by force to make Him king, withdrew again to the mountain by Himself alone. 

Jhn 6:16  Now when evening came, His disciples went down to the sea, 

Jhn 6:17  and after getting into a boat, they {started to} cross the sea to Capernaum. It had already become dark, and Jesus had not yet come to them. 

Jhn 6:18  The sea {began} to be stirred up because a strong wind was blowing. 

Jhn 6:19  Then, when they had rowed about three or four miles, they *saw Jesus walking on the sea and drawing near to the boat; and they were frightened. 

Jhn 6:20  But He *said to them, "It is I; do not be afraid." 

Jhn 6:21  So they were willing to receive Him into the boat, and immediately the boat was at the land to which they were going. 

Jhn 6:22  The next day the crowd that stood on the other side of the sea saw that there was no other small boat there, except one, and that Jesus had not entered with His disciples into the boat, but {that} His disciples had gone away alone. 

Jhn 6:23  There came other small boats from Tiberias near to the place where they ate the bread after the Lord had given thanks. 

Jhn 6:24  So when the crowd saw that Jesus was not there, nor His disciples, they themselves got into the small boats, and came to Capernaum seeking Jesus. 

Jhn 6:25  When they found Him on the other side of the sea, they said to Him, "Rabbi, when did You get here?" 

Jhn 6:26  Jesus answered them and said, "Truly, truly, I say to you, you seek Me, not because you saw signs, but because you ate of the loaves and were filled. 

Jhn 6:27  "Do not work for the food which perishes, but for the food which endures to eternal life, which the Son of Man will give to you, for on Him the Father, God, has set His seal." 

Jhn 6:28  Therefore they said to Him, "What shall we do, so that we may work the works of God?" 

Jhn 6:29  Jesus answered and said to them, "This is the work of God, that you believe in Him whom He has sent." 

Jhn 6:30  So they said to Him, "What then do You do for a sign, so that we may see, and believe You? What work do You perform? 

Jhn 6:31  "Our fathers ate the manna in the wilderness; as it is written, 'HE GAVE THEM BREAD OUT OF HEAVEN TO EAT.' " 

Jhn 6:32  Jesus then said to them, "Truly, truly, I say to you, it is not Moses who has given you the bread out of heaven, but it is My Father who gives you the true bread out of heaven. 

Jhn 6:33  "For the bread of God is that which comes down out of heaven, and gives life to the world." 

Jhn 6:34  Then they said to Him, "Lord, always give us this bread." 

Jhn 6:35  Jesus said to them, "I am the bread of life; he who comes to Me will not hunger, and he who believes in Me will never thirst. 

Jhn 6:36  "But I said to you that you have seen Me, and yet do not believe. 

Jhn 6:37  "All that the Father gives Me will come to Me, and the one who comes to Me I will certainly not cast out. 

Jhn 6:38  "For I have come down from heaven, not to do My own will, but the will of Him who sent Me. 

Jhn 6:39  "This is the will of Him who sent Me, that of all that He has given Me I lose nothing, but raise it up on the last day. 

Jhn 6:40  "For this is the will of My Father, that everyone who beholds the Son and believes in Him will have eternal life, and I Myself will raise him up on the last day." 

Jhn 6:41  Therefore the Jews were grumbling about Him, because He said, "I am the bread that came down out of heaven." 

Jhn 6:42  They were saying, "Is not this Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father and mother we know? How does He now say, 'I have come down out of heaven'?" 

Jhn 6:43  Jesus answered and said to them, "Do not grumble among yourselves. 

Jhn 6:44  "No one can come to Me unless the Father who sent Me draws him; and I will raise him up on the last day. 

Jhn 6:45  "It is written in the prophets, 'AND THEY SHALL ALL BE TAUGHT OF GOD.' Everyone who has heard and learned from the Father, comes to Me. 

Jhn 6:46  "Not that anyone has seen the Father, except the One who is from God; He has seen the Father. 

Jhn 6:47  "Truly, truly, I say to you, he who believes has eternal life. 

Jhn 6:48  "I am the bread of life. 

Jhn 6:49  "Your fathers ate the manna in the wilderness, and they died. 

Jhn 6:50  "This is the bread which comes down out of heaven, so that one may eat of it and not die. 

Jhn 6:51  "I am the living bread that came down out of heaven; if anyone eats of this bread, he will live forever; and the bread also which I will give for the life of the world is My flesh." 

Jhn 6:52  Then the Jews {began} to argue with one another, saying, "How can this man give us {His} flesh to eat?" 

Jhn 6:53  So Jesus said to them, "Truly, truly, I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink His blood, you have no life in yourselves. 

Jhn 6:54  "He who eats My flesh and drinks My blood has eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last day. 

Jhn 6:55  "For My flesh is true food, and My blood is true drink. 

Jhn 6:56  "He who eats My flesh and drinks My blood abides in Me, and I in him. 

Jhn 6:57  "As the living Father sent Me, and I live because of the Father, so he who eats Me, he also will live because of Me. 

Jhn 6:58  "This is the bread which came down out of heaven; not as the fathers ate and died; he who eats this bread will live forever." 

Jhn 6:59  These things He said in the synagogue as He taught in Capernaum. 

Jhn 6:60  Therefore many of His disciples, when they heard {this} said, "This is a difficult statement; who can listen to it?" 

Jhn 6:61  But Jesus, conscious that His disciples grumbled at this, said to them, "Does this cause you to stumble? 

Jhn 6:62  "{What} then if you see the Son of Man ascending to where He was before? 

Jhn 6:63  "It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh profits nothing; the words that I have spoken to you are spirit and are life. 

Jhn 6:64  "But there are some of you who do not believe." For Jesus knew from the beginning who they were who did not believe, and who it was that would betray Him. 

Jhn 6:65  And He was saying, "For this reason I have said to you, that no one can come to Me unless it has been granted him from the Father." 

Jhn 6:66  As a result of this many of His disciples withdrew and were not walking with Him anymore. 

Jhn 6:67  So Jesus said to the twelve, "You do not want to go away also, do you?" 

Jhn 6:68  Simon Peter answered Him, "Lord, to whom shall we go? You have words of eternal life. 

Jhn 6:69  "We have believed and have come to know that You are the Holy One of God." 

Jhn 6:70  Jesus answered them, "Did I Myself not choose you, the twelve, and {yet} one of you is a devil?" 

Jhn 6:71  Now He meant Judas {the son} of Simon Iscariot, for he, one of the twelve, was going to betray Him. 

A. Structure: 
1. The sign: Feeding the five thousand. Vs 1-14
2. Rejection of earthly kingship Vs 15

3. Rescue of the disciples from the storm Vs 16-21
4. The motive of the crowd exposed Vs22-40
5. Hard Sayings of Jesus and the sifting of His followers Vs 41-71
B. Old Testament Background:
1. Vs 4– “The Passover”  

The Passover was the annual feast observed by the Jews in memory of the Exodus. On the night of the first Passover God slew the Egyptian firstborn but spared the firstborn of those who were sheltering in homes with the blood of a lamb on the doorposts. The mention of “eating fleshing and blood” in this chapter would likely conjure up images of this substituted lamb that was sacrificed and eaten on behalf of the eldest son. The blood of this same lamb that was eaten was placed on the door posts of the houses to ensure the safety of the eldest from the judgment that fell on the Egyptians. 

2. Vs 31– “Our Fathers ate the manna in the wilderness”  

Initially traveling from Egypt to Sinai, and then later during the forty year wilderness wandering God miraculously provided food for His people in the form of manna. In Exodus 16 we learn several things about manna that relate to John 6: (a) Manna was “from heaven” (16:4; Ps. 78:24) (b) Manna was graciously provided during the forty year wandering even after the people rebelled (16:34). (c) Manna was provided daily (16:21). (d) It was called bread (16:32) (e) It was white in color (indicating purity) 16:31 (f) It highlighted the people’s dependence on God.
3. Vs 41– “Grumbling””  
While traveling from Egypt to Sinai, and then during the forty year wandering God the it is recorded on several occasions that the children of Israel grumbled against God and His chosen representative Moses. By doing so they showed their refusal to trust in God.
4. Vs 45 – “…all be taught of God”
This verse is a quote from Isaiah 54:13 "All your sons will be taught of the LORD; And the well-being of your sons will be great. The same idea is found in Jeremiah 31:34 "They will not teach again, each man his neighbor and each man his brother, saying, 'Know the LORD,' for they will all know Me, from the least of them to the greatest of them,". The order of things under Judaism had been birth into the family of God, then being taught of God. Under the Kingdom of Christ men would be taught of God prior to becoming part of His covenant family.
5. Vs 53 – “…drinks My blood”
Regarding the eating of blood, the LORD told Noah in Gen 9:4 "Only you shall not eat flesh with its life, that is, its blood. This prohibition was incorporated in the Law of Moses in Lev. 7:6 'You are not to eat any blood, either of bird or animal, in any of your dwellings. 
C. Text Notes:
1. Vs 1 – These events occur after an unspecified period of time from the events in chapter 5. Evidently John’s readers knew the Sea of Galilee by the name Tiberius. This was taken from the name of the principle city on the western side of the lake named in honor of Tiberius Caesar (A.D.15-35). 
2. Vs 1 -This sign was performed on the eastern shore of Galilee because in verse 17 we learn that the disciples cross to go to Capernaum, which is located on the western shore of Galilee.
3. Vs 2 – From B. W. Johnston’s People’s New Testament – “The miracle of the Feeding of the Five Thousand, which follows, is the only miracle of the Savior recorded by all the four Gospels. It is found in Matt. 14:13–21; Mark 6:30–44; Luke 9:10–17. From a comparison of the accounts we learn that it took place after the death of John the Baptist”.
4. Vs 4 – This is the second Passover feast mentioned by John. John’s mention of the Passover feasts is seen by some commentators to be connected with the teaching in this chapter.  From E. Blumn’s Bible Knowledge Commentary: New Testament- "The people were thinking in terms of blood, flesh, lambs, and unleavened bread. They longed for a new Moses who would deliver them from Roman bondage.
5. Vs 5 – Philip was from Bethsaida, which was located on the eastern shore of the Sea of Galilee. In addition to testing Philip, it would make sense to inquire about food from someone who had lived in the nearest sizable city.
6. Vs 6 – This verse shows that this sign was not a spur of the moment decision by the Lord.
7. Vs 7 – At that time two hundred denarii was roughly equivalent to 8 months wages.
8. Vs 5, 7 &9 – These verses show that Jesus had led the apostles to understand that the situation of feeding the multitude was hopeless. 
9. Vs 8 - Barley bread was regarded as food for the poor.

10. Vs 11 – This verse indicates that food was brought to the crowds (who had been seated by Jesus) in an orderly fashion. 

11. Vs 12 – From R.C. Lucas’ “The Fourth Sign” – “This miracle is a perfect picture of what Christ is able to do for those who come to Him; He is perfectly able to satisfy all who cannot find a way of making life worthwhile, and who are unsatisfied. Bread in this miracle represents essential food for our bodies- if we do not eat, we will not live. The miracle illustrates that if we do not come to Jesus Christ and partake of the spiritual food which God has provided in Him, we cannot live eternally. … 
12. Vs 13 – Note that Jesus was tempted by Satan to turn stones into bread in order to satisfy His own hunger, yet here, when acting under the will of the Father for His glory and the benefit of others, miraculously provided enough bread for 5,000 men.
13. Vs 14 – This verse identifies this as another of the major signs in John’s gospel.
14. Vs 14 – “The Prophet” is the same prophet referred to in chapter 1 by the priests and Levites who came to inquire of John. It is the prophet spoken of by Moses as one “like him” in Deut. 18:15-19. The miraculous provision of food may have brought this O.T. prophecy to the minds of those present.
15. Vs 15 – Jesus is consistent with his teaching about the spiritual nature of the Kingdom by His refusal to allow the crowd to crown Him as an earthly king.
16. Vs 15 – Jesus had faced the temptation to gain earthly Kingdoms before (Matt 4).
17. Vs 17 – We learn from Matthews’s account (Matt. 14) that the reason the disciples sailed to Capernaum was they were commanded by Jesus. We also learn that it was on this occasion that Peter stepped out of the boat and walked on the water to Jesus, and that when Jesus entered the boat the winds stopped.
18. Vs 19 – Mark’s gospel tells us they were afraid because they thought He was a ghost.
19. Vs 19 – John tells us the disciples “saw Jesus” thus highlighting the “seeing is believing” theme in John. 
20. Vs 19 - The fact that Jesus made His way to them in the middle of the lake shows this was truly a miracle, and not walking on a sandbar as some allege.
21. Vs 21 – This is the miracle within the miracle – the disciples find that the boat is miraculously immediately at the shore.
22. Vs 21 – In Mark’s account he added this commentary note in 6:52: “for they did not understand about the loaves, but their hearts were hardened.”
23. Vs 22 – These verses are a good example of the connection that John establishes between the signs and the teachings of Jesus. The teaching that occurs on this day is directly connected with the miraculous sign of the feeding of the 5,000 from the previous day. 
24. Vs 22 thru 25 – The point of these verses seems to be to possibly show several things: (1) the efforts the crowds went through to find Jesus after having been fed by Him. (2) That these are the same people who were present for the miracle.
25.  Vs 26 - From Hailey’s “That You May Believe” – In this sign Jesus demonstrated His claim to provide for man’s physical needs, and by analogy, to provide for his spiritual needs. 
26.  Vs 27 thru 40 –Guzik’s in his Notes on John organizes these verses around the four questions asked by those present: Q1-Vs 27; Q2-Vs 28; Q3-Vs 30 & Q4-Vs 34.
27. Vs 27 - From Constable’s Notes on John -Jesus had previously spoken to the Samaritan woman about living water (4:10, 14), and now He spoke to these Galileans about food that endures. He was, as previously, contrasting physical and spiritual nourishment. Consequently the descriptions that follow contain a mixture of literal and metaphorical language. Jesus wanted His hearers to view the spiritual aspects of His mission as more important than its physical aspects.
28. Vs 27 – From B. W. Johnston’s People’s New Testament - The Savior does not prohibit laboring for food, but making the acquisition of food and worldly things the leading object of life.

29. Vs 28 – This question comes in response to Jesus’ admonition to “work for the bread that endures”.
30. Vs 29 – John has already recorded some of Jesus’ teachings about “work”. In 4:34 Jesus said “His food was to …accomplish His [The Father’s] work”. In 5:36 Jesus said the works the Father gave Him testified about Him. Now he tells the crowd that by believing in Him they would also be doing the “works of God” –that is they also would like Jesus, be doing the Father’s will 
31. Vs 30 – Incredibly the crowds ask for another sign, after having just witnessed a sign the previous day. From Constable’s Notes on John - Their unwillingness to believe the sign that Jesus had given them the previous day shows the hardness of their hearts. No matter what Jesus did the unbelievers always demanded more
32. Vs 31 – The phrase of “out of heaven” is repeated many times in this chapter. We learn that:

1) Vs 31&32- The Father gives the true bread out of heaven.

2) Vs 33– The true bread from heaven gives life to the whole world.
3) Vs 41 – Jesus is the bread from heaven.
4) Vs 50 – He who eats of the bread of heaven will not die.
5) Vs 50 & 58 – He who eats of the bread of heaven will live eternally.

33. Vs 31 – From Florida College Lectures The Gospel & Epistles of John , by Jack Owens – “they [the crowd] were actually downplaying the incredible miracle just performed, citing the case of Moses feeding an entire nation for 40 years as a greater sign”.
34. Vs 32 – The verb “gives” indicates an on-going action. The Father was giving the people the bread of life at the very moment in the person of Jesus.

35. Vs 33 – Two characteristics are given here about what is true bread 1. It comes from heaven 2. It gives life to the world.
36. Vs 34 - From B. W. Johnston’s People’s New Testament - One cannot fail to see the resemblance to the case of the woman of Sychar.
37. Vs 35 – This is the first of the great “I AM” statements in John’s gospel that calls to mind God’s use of this description in the conversation with Moses (found in Exodus 3). Its use by the Lord is a clear indication of His divine nature. 
38. Vs 35 - Note that Jesus did not say he had the bread, but was Himself the bread. Jesus will repeat three times in this chapter He was the “bread of life”. 
39. Vs 35 - From R.C. Lucas’ “The Fourth Sign” – Where is the answer to be found to the question “What is life all about”? Young people try sport, leisure, fast cars, and so on, and wonder what will fill the gap in their souls. Do these things really satisfy? God reasons with man in Isaiah 55- “Ho! Everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; come... buy wine and milk without money Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread, and your strength for that which does not satisfy...” Bread stands for essential food– if we don’t eat we won’t live. It represents that which must be taken into ourselves in order to live. John sees this story to say that if I don’t come to Jesus and eat of what He has to offer, the Spiritual blessings He has, we will not only not be satisfied with life, we won’t live.
40. Vs 35 – the fact that Jesus states that the one who comes to him would never hunger or thirst again shows that the context of the discussion is spiritual rather than literal. Jesus is attempting to lift our minds from the here and now. The inability of the Jews to do that meant they “had eyes but could not see”.

41. Vs 36 – The idea that the people had seen and not believed indicates that they failed to recognize Jesus for who He was. 

42. Vs 38 – It is stated in various ways seven times in this chapter that Jesus came from heaven: Verses 32, 33, 38, 41, 50, 51, 58,
43. Vs 38 – Jesus emphasizes that while here on earth He subjected himself to the will of the Father.

44. Vs 39 & 40 – Both of these verses include reference to the will of God.

45. Vs 41 – From F.F. Bruce “The Gospel & Epistles of John” – “Jesus was a visitor in Jerusalem, but He was a resident in Galilee; that was what offended His hearers”.
46. Vs 42 – It’s possible that some in the crowd could have known some of the details of Jesus’ birth, just as they could about John the Baptist’s birth. 

47. Vs 42- It seems as if Joseph had died before Jesus began His earthly ministry.
48. Vs 44 & 65 – These two verses are connected by the two “no one” statements Jesus makes.

49. Vs 44 – The “drawing” by God in verse 44 is immediately followed with an explanation of the way He draws us – through hearing and learning the teachings of Jesus. To reject Jesus and His teachings is to therefore not be drawn by God. In contrast verse 46 explains how one is not drawn – i.e. through a physical revelation of seeing the God.
50. Vs 46 – This picks up on one of the major themes of John’s gospel from 1:18 that “no man has seen God”.
51. Vs 49 & 58 – The emphasis in these verses is that the manna of the wilderness did not provide eternal life. Jesus as the true bread from heaven would provide eternal life. This point is re-emphasized in verse 58.
52. Vs 51- This verse contains one of the themes of John’s gospel: Jesus will give His life for the world (emphasis on world, not just the Jews).

53. Vs 53 – The idea of drinking blood was highly offensive to Jews based on O.T. teaching (see O.T. notes above). The challenge to the disciples was to understand in what way Jesus’ teaching did not contradict the previous command of God. From Constable’s Notes on John - It should be obvious to any readers of this discourse by now that Jesus was speaking metaphorically and not literally. By referring to His flesh and blood He was figuratively referring to His whole person. This is a figure of speech called synecdoche in which one part stands for the whole. (An example of synecdoche is “old blue eyes” referring to Frank Sinatra).
54. Vs 60 – Note that the people who voiced discontent with Jesus’ teaching at this point are not just the general crowd, but those who claimed to be His disciples.

55. Vs 63 – Jesus actually would ascend back to Heaven after His resurrection.
56. Vs 66 – From Constable’s Notes on John - In this passage we see four responses to Jesus: seeking (vv. 22-40), murmuring (vv. 41-51), striving (vv. 52-59), and departing (vv. 60-71).
57. Vs 64- This verse can be added to previous statements in John’s gospel indicating that Jesus knew the hearts of those He came in contact with.
58. Vs 68 – The fact that Peter speaks these words become more easily understood when we remember that the night before it was Peter who had seen Jesus walking on the water, and tried to come to Him.
59. Vs 64 & 70 - These verses shows that Jesus’ choice of the disciple who would ultimately betray Him was known to Him and therefore was no accident. In chapter 13 we learn that Jesus knew His betrayer and told John during the last supper who it was. Jesus was not caught off guard by Judas’ betrayal.
60. Vs 70 – This verse shows that by this point in John’s gospel the twelve apostles had been chosen from among all the disciples of Jesus. We are also introduced to a new apostle’s name – Judas.

61. Vs 71 – From Constable’s Notes on John - "Iscariot" is probably a transliteration of the Hebrew is qeriyot, meaning "man of Kerioth," a village in southern Judah (Josh. 15:25)
D. Key Themes:
1. Jesus is the bread of life.
2. Eternal life comes only through Jesus.

3. Jesus came from heaven.

4. No man has seen God.
5. Rejection of Jesus by His own.

6. Jesus has the power to raise the dead.
E. Key Words:
A. None
Questions & Applications:
1. According to this chapter, why did some of the disciples turn away from following Jesus? Why did other disciples remain with Jesus?
2. List the witnesses to this fourth miraculous sign and what their testimony would state.

3. Why did Jesus refuse to be made a King by the crowd in verse 15?

4. Why did John (through the Holy Spirit) include the story of Jesus walking on the water between the miracle of feeding the 5,000 and the teaching on the Bread of life?

5. What happened to cause the crowd & disciples, who had sought Jesus so diligently (according to verses 23-25), to later turn away & no longer walk with Jesus according to verse 66?

6. What things are necessary for eternal life according to this chapter?

7. How does this passage help us to know that Jesus is the Son of God?
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