John 7
Part 1

Jhn 7:1  After these things Jesus was walking in Galilee, for He was unwilling to walk in Judea because the Jews were seeking to kill Him. 

Jhn 7:2  Now the feast of the Jews, the Feast of Booths, was near. 

Jhn 7:3  Therefore His brothers said to Him, "Leave here and go into Judea, so that Your disciples also may see Your works which You are doing. 

Jhn 7:4  "For no one does anything in secret when he himself seeks to be {known} publicly. If You do these things, show Yourself to the world." 

Jhn 7:5  For not even His brothers were believing in Him. 

Jhn 7:6  So Jesus *said to them, "My time is not yet here, but your time is always opportune. 

Jhn 7:7  "The world cannot hate you, but it hates Me because I testify of it, that its deeds are evil. 

Jhn 7:8  "Go up to the feast yourselves; I do not go up to this feast because My time has not yet fully come." 

Jhn 7:9  Having said these things to them, He stayed in Galilee. 

Jhn 7:10  But when His brothers had gone up to the feast, then He Himself also went up, not publicly, but as if, in secret. 

Jhn 7:11  So the Jews were seeking Him at the feast and were saying, "Where is He?" 

Jhn 7:12  There was much grumbling among the crowds concerning Him; some were saying, "He is a good man"; others were saying, "No, on the contrary, He leads the people astray." 

Jhn 7:13  Yet no one was speaking openly of Him for fear of the Jews. 

Jhn 7:14  But when it was now the midst of the feast Jesus went up into the temple, and {began to} teach. 

Jhn 7:15  The Jews then were astonished, saying, "How has this man become learned, having never been educated?" 

Jhn 7:16  So Jesus answered them and said, "My teaching is not Mine, but His who sent Me. 

Jhn 7:17  "If anyone is willing to do His will, he will know of the teaching, whether it is of God or {whether} I speak from Myself. 

Jhn 7:18  "He who speaks from himself seeks his own glory; but He who is seeking the glory of the One who sent Him, He is true, and there is no unrighteousness in Him. 

Jhn 7:19  "Did not Moses give you the Law, and {yet} none of you carries out the Law? Why do you seek to kill Me?" 

Jhn 7:20  The crowd answered, "You have a demon! Who seeks to kill You?" 

Jhn 7:21  Jesus answered them, "I did one deed, and you all marvel. 

Jhn 7:22  "For this reason Moses has given you circumcision (not because it is from Moses, but from the fathers), and on {the} Sabbath you circumcise a man. 

Jhn 7:23  "If a man receives circumcision on {the} Sabbath so that the Law of Moses will not be broken, are you angry with Me because I made an entire man well on {the} Sabbath? 

Jhn 7:24  "Do not judge according to appearance, but judge with righteous judgment." 

Jhn 7:25  So some of the people of Jerusalem were saying, "Is this not the man whom they are seeking to kill? 

Jhn 7:26  "Look, He is speaking publicly, and they are saying nothing to Him. The rulers do not really know that this is the Christ, do they? 

Jhn 7:27  "However, we know where this man is from; but whenever the Christ may come, no one knows where He is from." 

Jhn 7:28  Then Jesus cried out in the temple, teaching and saying, "You both know Me and know where I am from; and I have not come of Myself, but He who sent Me is true, whom you do not know. 

Jhn 7:29  "I know Him, because I am from Him, and He sent Me." 

Jhn 7:30  So they were seeking to seize Him; and no man laid his hand on Him, because His hour had not yet come. 

Jhn 7:31  But many of the crowd believed in Him; and they were saying, "When the Christ comes, He will not perform more signs than those which this man has, will He?" 

Jhn 7:32  The Pharisees heard the crowd muttering these things about Him, and the chief priests and the Pharisees sent officers to seize Him. 

Jhn 7:33  Therefore Jesus said, "For a little while longer I am with you, then I go to Him who sent Me. 

Jhn 7:34  "You will seek Me, and will not find Me; and where I am, you cannot come." 

Jhn 7:35  The Jews then said to one another, "Where does this man intend to go that we will not find Him? He is not intending to go to the Dispersion among the Greeks, and teach the Greeks, is He? 

Jhn 7:36  "What is this statement that He said, 'You will seek Me, and will not find Me; and where I am, you cannot come'?" 

Jhn 7:37  Now on the last day, the great {day} of the feast, Jesus stood and cried out, saying, "If anyone is thirsty, let him come to Me and drink. 

Jhn 7:38  "He who believes in Me, as the Scripture said, 'From his innermost being will flow rivers of living water.' " 

Jhn 7:39  But this He spoke of the Spirit, whom those who believed in Him were to receive; for the Spirit was not yet {given,} because Jesus was not yet glorified. 

Jhn 7:40  {Some} of the people therefore, when they heard these words, were saying, "This certainly is the Prophet." 

Jhn 7:41  Others were saying, "This is the Christ." Still others were saying, "Surely the Christ is not going to come from Galilee, is He? 

Jhn 7:42  "Has not the Scripture said that the Christ comes from the descendants of David, and from Bethlehem, the village where David was?" 

Jhn 7:43  So a division occurred in the crowd because of Him. 

Jhn 7:44  Some of them wanted to seize Him, but no one laid hands on Him. 

Jhn 7:45  The officers then came to the chief priests and Pharisees, and they said to them, "Why did you not bring Him?" 

Jhn 7:46  The officers answered, "Never has a man spoken the way this man speaks." 

Jhn 7:47  The Pharisees then answered them, "You have not also been led astray, have you? 

Jhn 7:48  "No one of the rulers or Pharisees has believed in Him, has he? 

Jhn 7:49  "But this crowd which does not know the Law is accursed." 

Jhn 7:50  Nicodemus (he who came to Him before, being one of them) *said to them, 

Jhn 7:51  "Our Law does not judge a man unless it first hears from him and knows what he is doing, does it?" 

Jhn 7:52  They answered him, "You are not also from Galilee, are you? Search, and see that no prophet arises out of Galilee." 

Jhn 7:53  Everyone went to his home. 

A. Structure: 
1. Setting the scene for the feast appearance Vs 1-14
2. Teaching during feast. Vs 11-36
3. Teaching on the last day of the feast Vs 37-44
4. The report to the Pharisees Vs 45-53
B. Old Testament Background:
1. Vs 2 – “Feast of Booths”  

This feast, also known as the Feast of Tabernacles, was an annual feast requiring Jewish males to come to Jerusalem (Note that Hebrew word for booth is “Succoth” –Gen.33:1). The timing of this feast was on the 15th day of the seventh month of the Jewish calendar (following after the Day of Atonement) and coincided with the harvest time. (Deut 16:13 -"You shall celebrate the Feast of Booths seven days after you have gathered in from your threshing floor and your wine vat). It was also commanded that every seventh year the priests were to read the law to the people on this occasion. From Constable’s Notes on John – “The feast of Booths (or Tabernacles, Ingathering) commemorated the Lord's provision of agricultural bounty and the Israelites' redemption from Egyptian slavery”.

The feast was celebrated for eight days and began on the first day by first having a day of rest and a solemn assembly. Also on the first day they were to “take for yourselves the foliage of beautiful trees, palm branches and boughs of leafy trees and willows of the brook, and you shall rejoice before the LORD your God for seven days” and then they were to “live in booths for seven days; all the native-born in Israel shall live in booths, (Lev 23:40&42). The purpose for “camping out” in this way was “so that your generations may know that I had the sons of Israel live in booths when I brought them out from the land of Egypt” (Lev 23:43). The feast culminated on the last day with a large solemn gathering.
During the time of the 2nd Temple the festival also involved the imagery of water and light; water was brought daily from the Pool of Siloam up to the Temple and poured over the altar; light was provided by large menorahs that were lit nightly in the temple courtyards. 
From Constable’s Notes on John – “Early each of the seven mornings of the feast the high priest would lead a procession from the Pool of Siloam to the temple. Another priest would first fill a golden ewer with water from the pool. He would then carry it through the Water Gate on the south side of the temple and into the temple courtyard. There he would ceremoniously pour the water into a silver basin on the west side of the brazen altar from which it would flow through a tube to the base of the altar. Many Jews would accompany these priests. Some of them would drink from the pool while others would chant Isaiah 55:1 and 12:3: "Ho! Everyone who thirsts, come to the waters. Joyously draw water from the springs of salvation." This was such a happy occasion that the Mishnah stated, "He that never has seen the joy of the Water-drawing has never in his life seen joy." [Note: The Jewish Mishnah is a collection of oral rabbinic tradition written in 200 AD. This quote is from Sukkoth 5:1.]
The priest would then pour water into the basin at the time of the morning sacrifice. Another priest would also pour the daily drink offering of wine into another basin at the same time. Then they would pour the water and the wine out before the Lord. The pouring out of water represented God's provision of water in the wilderness in the past and His provision of refreshment and cleansing in the messianic age. The pouring out of wine symbolized God's bestowal of His Spirit in the last days. Every male present would simultaneously shake his little bundle of willow and myrtle twigs (his lulab) with his right hand and hold a piece of citrus fruit aloft with his left hand. The twigs represented stages of the wilderness journey marked by different kinds of vegetation, and the citrus fruit symbolized the fruit of the Promised Land. Everyone would also cry, "Give thanks to the Lord!" three times. Worshippers in the temple courtyard would then sing the Hallel (Ps. 113—118).

This "water rite" had become a part of the Israelites' traditional celebration of the feast of Tabernacles. Essentially it symbolized the fertility and fruitfulness that the rain brought. In the Old Testament, God likened His blessings in the messianic kingdom to the falling of rain (Ezek. 47:1-7; Zech. 13:1). The Jews regarded God's provision of water in the wilderness and rain in the land as harbingers of His great blessings on the nation under Messiah's reign. Thus the water rite in the feast of Tabernacles had strong messianic connotations.”
Interestingly in connection with the Messianic connotations the prophet Zechariah urged God’s people to look forward to a future great Feast of the Tabernacles when all of God’s promises to His people would be fulfilled during the time of the Messiah (Zech.14:6-21). 
2. Vs 38 – “From his innermost being will flow rivers of living water.”
The words spoken by Jesus are not direct quotations from any Old Testament passage. Instead they seem to summarize ideas taught in various O.T. prophecy. For example in Joel 2:28 it is stated the Spirit will be “poured out on all flesh”.  Joel goes on to say the purpose for this outpouring of the Spirit is for dreams and visions – the typical Old Testament method of God communicating His revelation.  In the language of the New Testament Joel could be saying that the Spirit, like water, would be “poured out” and the result would be that God’s revelation is communicated through His Servants to others – i.e. rivers of water flowing from within.
3. Vs 42 –“… Scripture said that the Christ comes from the descendants of David, and from Bethlehem, the village where David was”
This is a general reference to the prophecy that Jesus would be born in Bethlehem, the same hometown as King David. In Micah 5:2 we read But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, [Though] you are little among the thousands of Judah, Yet out of you shall come forth to Me The One to be Ruler in Israel, Whose goings forth are from of old, From everlasting." The emphasis by the people in their statement “the village where David was” shows they understood this connection.
C. Text Notes:
1. Vs 2: The events in chapter 6 occurred near the time of the first of the three annual feast –the Passover. The events in this chapter occur during the time of the third annual feast of Booths which was approximately 6 months after Passover.
2. Vs 5: One of the recurring themes in the gospel of John is the rejection of Jesus by those to whom He was sent. Here even his own physical brothers show they do not believe in Him. 
3. Vs. 8 – Jesus seems to mean that the timing for Him to go to the feast was divinely ordained. Later in verse 30 John refers to the “hour” of Jesus that had not come, which seems to point more to the appointed hour of His death.
4. Vs 10 - From Constable’s Notes on John –“Jesus proceeded to Jerusalem shortly after his half-brothers did because the Father led Him to go then. He did not herald His arrival with great publicity, as His brothers had recommended, but went without fanfare”.
5. Vs 12 – Note that even though Jesus did not follow His brothers’ plan for securing popularity, He is still the topic of conversation among the crowd. 
6. Vs 16 – Jesus answers the question of where He received the knowledge behind His teaching – from the One who sent Him. This is the first of four references to “He who sent me” in this chapter (verses 17, 28, 29, & 33). The contrast is knowledge obtained by normal means verses knowledge obtained by direct revelation. 
7. Vs 18 – This verse continues the earlier teaching of Jesus in 5:44 where he rebuked the people for not seeking God’s glory saying “… you receive glory from one another and you do not seek the glory that is from the {one and} only God”.
8. Vs 20 – John has already recorded in 5:18 that the Jews were trying to kill Jesus. The fickleness of the crowd is shown by comparing vs. 20 with vs. 25.
9. Vs 23 – This verse shows that the reason for the Jews seeking to kill Jesus was the healing of the lame man on the Sabbath in chapter 5.
10. Vs 23 – Jesus shows how illogical the hatred of the Jews was concerning the healing of the lame man on the Sabbath. Circumcision was carried out on the 8th day after birth even if the 8th day fell on a Sabbath. If Mosaic Law was not broken by the act of circumcision, then certainly making a person whole was no transgression. 
11. Vs 25 – Not that in vs. 20 the crowd accused Jesus of making a false charge that there were those seeking His life, yet here in verse 25 we see some of them admitting knowledge of a plot against His life. The hatred that led to persecution that was first mentioned in 5:16 has now grown into a desire to murder.
12. Vs 29 – From H. Hailey’s  That You May Believe regarding the word “know” as used in this verse- “Upon occasions Jesus used “oida”, which indicates a more absolute knowledge. In the midst of discussion as to who he was, He said of His relation to the Father “I know Him …”. This implies absolute knowledge. Christ can claim knowledge of Him which others cannot have….He brought His knowledge with Him.
13. Vs 33 – Jesus is always fully aware of His Father’s timetable and when His time on earth would draw to an end.

14. Vs 35 – One of the theme’s of John’s gospel is the constant misunderstanding of Jesus words and the failure of His listener’s to focus their minds away from only earthly things.

15. Vs 35 – The dispersion, (Gr. “diaspora”) refers to the Jews scattered throughout the ancient world. In James 1:1 and 1 Peter 1:1 the term is applied to Christians.

16. Vs 37-39 - From H. Hailey’s That You May Believe – He promises that those who drink would not only be satisfied themselves, but they would also be able to provide for the wants of others.
17. Vs 37 – From Constable’s Notes on John -Jesus stood to announce His invitation. Normally rabbis sat when they taught. Therefore His standing position as well as His words stressed the importance of what He said. Jesus' claim was even more impressive because on the eighth day no water was poured out. When Jesus called out His invitation, He was claiming to be the fulfillment of all that the feast of Tabernacles anticipated.
18. Vs 38 – The meaning of this verse is more easily understood given the discussion between Jesus and the Samaritan woman in chapter 4.
19. Vs 38 – Note the consistent attitude Jesus had towards scripture as authoritative.

20. Vs 39 – Note that John refers to the future death of Jesus as His “glorification”.
21. Vs 39 – John helps his readers to understand that Jesus’ words refer to the outpouring of the Holy Spirit given after His resurrection. John may have not understood this himself until after Jesus had been raised.
22. Vs 39 – From B.W. Johnsons’ People’s New Testament -John – Let it be noted, (1) That the Holy Spirit was not given until after the death and ascension of Jesus. (2) The disciples of Christ did not become “fountains of living water” until the Holy Spirit was sent. This marks Pentecost as the beginning of the preaching of the gospel authoritatively by his disciples.

23. Vs 40 – Note that there is still some confusion on the connection between the prophet foretold by Moses and the Christ found in later in prophecy. In this confusion the crowd and the Pharisees were alike. From Constable’s Notes on John - One indication that the Jews expected Messiah to appear soon is the fact that these people could refer to messianic predictions spontaneously.
24.  Vs 42 – From M.C. Tenny’s “John” - "Perhaps this is another illustration of Johannine irony, for Jesus was born in Bethlehem. The very passage that convinced his critics that he could not be the Messiah was one of the strongest to prove that he was."

25. Vs 46 – Note that the reason the officers did not return with Jesus was due to some physical alteration, but rather the deep impact the words of Jesus had on these men from just one conversation.
26. Vs 48 - From Constable’s Notes on John - They [the Pharisees] implied that all the leaders without exception believed that Jesus was a deceiver, but that was not true. Already Nicodemus had privately voiced his belief that Jesus was a teacher who had come from God (3:2), and many others of the leaders believed in Jesus (cf. 12:42). This was a clear case of intimidation.
27. Vs 48- Note that contrary to the low opinion of the Pharisees, the crowd in verses 41& 42 knew that Christ was to come from Bethlehem.
28. Vs 52 – This verse shows that anger is growing against Jesus. It even causes the Pharisee’s forget that Jonah, Nahum and perhaps Elijah all came from the region of Galilee.
D. Key Themes:
1. Failure to think beyond this world.
2. Rejection of Jesus by His own.
3. Jesus teaching is not His own.
4. Jesus fulfills the Old Law.
E. Key Words:
1. Muttering – Gr. “goggyzō” (Strong’s 1111)
A. To mutter, murmur, grumble, say anything in a low tone" (Eng., "gong"), an onomatopoeic word, representing the significance by the sound of the word, as in the word "murmur" itself.

2. Dispersion – Gr. “diaspora” (Strong’s 1290)
B. A scattering - was used of the Jews who from time to time had been scattered among the Gentiles.
3. Know – Gr. “eidon” (Strong’s 1492) and also Gr. “ginosko”  (Strong’s 1097)
A. Ginosko - signifies "to be taking in knowledge, to come to know, recognize, understand,". (Acquired knowledge).
B. Eidon – from the same root as eidon, "to see," is a perfect tense with a present meaning, signifying, primarily, "to have seen or perceived;"
C. Ginosko, frequently suggests inception or progress in "knowledge," while oida suggests fullness of "knowledge," Example: John 8:55, "ye have not known Him" (ginosko), i.e., begun to "know," "but I know Him" (oida), i.e., "know Him perfectly;"
The following is a list of which Greek word for “know” is used in this chapter :

Vs 17 – Ginosko
Vs 26 – Ginosko
Vs 27 – Eidon (first usage), Ginosko – (second usage)
Vs 28 – Eidon (all three usages)
Vs 29 – Eidon

Vs 51- Ginosko
Questions & Applications:
1. Summarize what we learn about the timetable surrounding Jesus’ life as described in verses 6, 33 & 39? What does a “timetable” indicate about the events in Jesus life?
2. Describe the diverse views the crowd held about Jesus as described in this chapter. 
3. What was the testimony of the Officers sent to seize Jesus and why is it significant? 

4. How does this passage help us to know that Jesus is the Son of God?
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