John 8
Part 1

Jhn 7:53  Everyone went to his home. 

Jhn 8:1  But Jesus went to the Mount of Olives. 

Jhn 8:2  Early in the morning He came again into the temple, and all the people were coming to Him; and He sat down and {began} to teach them. 

Jhn 8:3  The scribes and the Pharisees *brought a woman caught in adultery, and having set her in the center {of the court,} 

Jhn 8:4  they *said to Him, "Teacher, this woman has been caught in adultery, in the very act. 

Jhn 8:5  "Now in the Law Moses commanded us to stone such women; what then do You say?" 

Jhn 8:6  They were saying this, testing Him, so that they might have grounds for accusing Him. But Jesus stooped down and with His finger wrote on the ground. 

Jhn 8:7  But when they persisted in asking Him, He straightened up, and said to them, "He who is without sin among you, let him {be the} first to throw a stone at her." 

Jhn 8:8  Again He stooped down and wrote on the ground. 

Jhn 8:9  When they heard it, they {began} to go out one by one, beginning with the older ones, and He was left alone, and the woman, where she was, in the center {of the court.} 

Jhn 8:10  Straightening up, Jesus said to her, "Woman, where are they? Did no one condemn you?" 

Jhn 8:11  She said, "No one, Lord." And Jesus said, "I do not condemn you, either. Go. From now on sin no more."] 

Jhn 8:12  Then Jesus again spoke to them, saying, "I am the Light of the world; he who follows Me will not walk in the darkness, but will have the Light of life." 

Jhn 8:13  So the Pharisees said to Him, "You are testifying about Yourself; Your testimony is not true." 

Jhn 8:14  Jesus answered and said to them, "Even if I testify about Myself, My testimony is true, for I know where I came from and where I am going; but you do not know where I come from or where I am going. 

Jhn 8:15  "You judge according to the flesh; I am not judging anyone. 

Jhn 8:16  "But even if I do judge, My judgment is true; for I am not alone {in it,} but I and the Father who sent Me. 

Jhn 8:17  "Even in your law it has been written that the testimony of two men is true. 

Jhn 8:18  "I am He who testifies about Myself, and the Father who sent Me testifies about Me." 

Jhn 8:19  So they were saying to Him, "Where is Your Father?" Jesus answered, "You know neither Me nor My Father; if you knew Me, you would know My Father also." 

Jhn 8:20  These words He spoke in the treasury, as He taught in the temple; and no one seized Him, because His hour had not yet come. 

Jhn 8:21  Then He said again to them, "I go away, and you will seek Me, and will die in your sin; where I am going, you cannot come." 

Jhn 8:22  So the Jews were saying, "Surely He will not kill Himself, will He, since He says, 'Where I am going, you cannot come'?" 

Jhn 8:23  And He was saying to them, "You are from below, I am from above; you are of this world, I am not of this world. 

Jhn 8:24  "Therefore I said to you that you will die in your sins; for unless you believe that I am {He,} you will die in your sins." 

Jhn 8:25  So they were saying to Him, "Who are You?" Jesus said to them, "What have I been saying to you {from} the beginning? 

Jhn 8:26  "I have many things to speak and to judge concerning you, but He who sent Me is true; and the things which I heard from Him, these I speak to the world." 

Jhn 8:27  They did not realize that He had been speaking to them about the Father. 

Jhn 8:28  So Jesus said, "When you lift up the Son of Man, then you will know that I am {He,} and I do nothing on My own initiative, but I speak these things as the Father taught Me. 

Jhn 8:29  "And He who sent Me is with Me; He has not left Me alone, for I always do the things that are pleasing to Him." 

Jhn 8:30  As He spoke these things, many came to believe in Him. 

Jhn 8:31  So Jesus was saying to those Jews who had believed Him, "If you continue in My word, {then} you are truly disciples of Mine; 

Jhn 8:32  and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free." 

Jhn 8:33  They answered Him, "We are Abraham's descendants and have never yet been enslaved to anyone; how is it that You say, 'You will become free'?" 

Jhn 8:34  Jesus answered them, "Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who commits sin is the slave of sin. 

Jhn 8:35  "The slave does not remain in the house forever; the son does remain forever. 

Jhn 8:36  "So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed. 

Jhn 8:37  "I know that you are Abraham's descendants; yet you seek to kill Me, because My word has no place in you. 

Jhn 8:38  "I speak the things which I have seen with {My} Father; therefore you also do the things which you heard from {your} father." 

Jhn 8:39  They answered and said to Him, "Abraham is our father." Jesus *said to them, "If you are Abraham's children, do the deeds of Abraham. 

Jhn 8:40  "But as it is, you are seeking to kill Me, a man who has told you the truth, which I heard from God; this Abraham did not do. 

Jhn 8:41  "You are doing the deeds of your father." They said to Him, "We were not born of fornication; we have one Father: God." 

Jhn 8:42  Jesus said to them, "If God were your Father, you would love Me, for I proceeded forth and have come from God, for I have not even come on My own initiative, but He sent Me. 

Jhn 8:43  "Why do you not understand what I am saying? {It is} because you cannot hear My word. 

Jhn 8:44  "You are of {your} father the devil, and you want to do the desires of your father. He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth because there is no truth in him. Whenever he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own {nature,} for he is a liar and the father of lies. 

Jhn 8:45  "But because I speak the truth, you do not believe Me. 

Jhn 8:46  "Which one of you convicts Me of sin? If I speak truth, why do you not believe Me? 

Jhn 8:47  "He who is of God hears the words of God; for this reason you do not hear {them,} because you are not of God." 

Jhn 8:48  The Jews answered and said to Him, "Do we not say rightly that You are a Samaritan and have a demon?" 

Jhn 8:49  Jesus answered, "I do not have a demon; but I honor My Father, and you dishonor Me. 

Jhn 8:50  "But I do not seek My glory; there is One who seeks and judges. 

Jhn 8:51  "Truly, truly, I say to you, if anyone keeps My word he will never see death." 

Jhn 8:52  The Jews said to Him, "Now we know that You have a demon. Abraham died, and the prophets {also;} and You say, 'If anyone keeps My word, he will never taste of death.' 

Jhn 8:53  "Surely You are not greater than our father Abraham, who died? The prophets died too; whom do You make Yourself out {to be?}" 

Jhn 8:54  Jesus answered, "If I glorify Myself, My glory is nothing; it is My Father who glorifies Me, of whom you say, 'He is our God'; 

Jhn 8:55  and you have not come to know Him, but I know Him; and if I say that I do not know Him, I will be a liar like you, but I do know Him and keep His word. 

Jhn 8:56  "Your father Abraham rejoiced to see My day, and he saw {it} and was glad." 

Jhn 8:57  So the Jews said to Him, "You are not yet fifty years old, and have You seen Abraham?" 

Jhn 8:58  Jesus said to them, "Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was born, I am." 

Jhn 8:59  Therefore they picked up stones to throw at Him, but Jesus hid Himself and went out of the temple. 

A. Structure: 
1. The woman taken in adultery Vs 1-11
2. The critics: Jesus is from above; the Jews are of this world 12-30
3. The believers: Who are the true children of Abraham 31-59
B. Old Testament Background:
1. Vs 5 – “Now in the Law Moses commanded us to stone such women”  

In Deut. 22:22 we read "If a man is found lying with a married woman, then both of them shall die, the man who lay with the woman, and the woman; thus you shall purge the evil from Israel. Similar wording is found in Lev. 20:10 ”If {there is} a man who commits adultery with another man's wife, one who commits adultery with his friend's wife, the adulterer and the adulteress shall surely be put to death.”
2. Vs 17 – “in your law it has been written that the testimony of two men is true”
This requirement of the law is found in Deut. 19:15 which states “One witness shall not rise against a man concerning any iniquity or any sin that he commits; by the mouth of two or three witnesses the matter shall be established.”
3. Vs 33, 37, 39, 40, 52, 52, 56, 57 – “Abraham”
As the racial ancestor of the Jewish race Abraham was revered by all Jews and was a great source of pride for them. In their mind this physical lineage guaranteed for them all the blessings of God’s covenant with Abraham. Belonging to Abraham’s family was equivalent to belonging to God. IN this chapter Jesus makes it clear one does not belong to God by simply being a descendant of Abraham. Instead a person must exhibit in their own life the same faithful practice as Abraham did. 
4. Vs 12 –“Light” 
Light is found to have symbolic meaning in several Old Testament references beginning with the first spoken Words by God “Let there be light”. In the Exodus story we see God first appearing to Moses in a burning bush, and the leading His people to the promised land by a pillar of fire that provided them light. When the tabernacle, and then later the temple, were constructed one of the few furniture items within each of them was the golden lamp stand designed to give light within the Holy Place. In Luke 2:32 when Jesus was presented at the temple, Simeon spoke of Jesus as the one who would be “A LIGHT OF REVELATION TO THE GENTILES” (Is 49:6). Finally in Matthew’s gospel Jesus is described as the fulfillment of Isaiah 9:2 “The people who walk in darkness will see a great light”.
The use of light as part of the celebration of the Feast of Booths (or Sukkot) is described by John J. Parsons in Hebrew for Christians in the following way:

After the water ceremony, during the evening, special festivities called Simchat Bet

HaShoevah [happiness of the house of the water-drawing] occurred. During this time the four towering menorahs were lit up and the priests would put on a "light show," performing torch dances while the Levites sang and played music. These shows would occur every night of Sukkot, all through the night. These festivities were apparently so spectacular that the Jewish sages have said, "He who has not seen the rejoicing at the Simchat Bet Hasheavah, has never seen rejoicing in his life" (Sukkah 5:1).

King states in his Truth Commentary on John  that – “Large lamps were lighted in the Court of Women on the evening of the first day of the feast, and they brightened the whole city. Whether this was repeated throughout the Feast is debated, but it is certain that on the final evening this was not done… The Lord seems to be saying that while they are missing the brightly shining lights of the Feast, He was come to be the “Light of the world”.
C. Text Notes:
1. Verse 1 - From D. Guzik’s Commentary on John regarding the asterisks placed in many Bibles due to questions on John 7:53 through 8:11.
(a) From manuscript current evidence, it seems unlikely that this portion (7:53-8:11) was part of the original text of John’s gospel, or at least in this place. 

· The majority of ancient Greek manuscripts omit this section 

· Many later manuscripts mark this section with asterisks 

· One group of manuscripts inserts it after Luke 21:38 

· A few have this section after John 21:24, and one has it after John 7:36

(b) All this shows that ancient scribes were ignorant of its exact position, but were anxious to retain it in the gospel records. They knew it belonged, but they didn’t exactly know where.

(c) Some ancient Christians (like Augustine and Ambrose) omitted this story, not so much because of the textual evidence, but because they thought it made Jesus appear to condone sexual immorality.
(d) At the same time, the character of the story makes it seem obvious that it is genuine, and most scholars note that it is historical and factual. Early Christian writers mention this event as soon as the early second century (100 A.D.). We have every reason to believe that this actually happened, and that John really wrote this.
2. Vs 1-5 – Several key facts are necessary in order to understand this story: 
· Mosaic Law -The requirements of the Law of Moses stated that (a) both the man and the woman were to be punished by stoning (b) two or more witnesses were required (c) the witnesses were to cast the first stone. If they were false witnesses they would have blood on their hands  
· Roman Law – We know from ancient history that the Jews were not permitted to carry out capital punishment. This is also shown by the statement recorded in 18:31 where the Jewish leaders said “We are not permitted to put anyone to death”.
· The dilemma that the Pharisees tried to put Jesus in partly arises from the two law systems the Jews operated within as a nation. If Jesus had commanded the stoning then the Roman authorities could have charged Him with defiance of their law. If He answered in a way to negate the Law of Moses He would have been guilty of setting it aside. Therefore the Pharisees thought they had created a situation that would give them grounds to accuse Jesus no matter what choice HHHHhe made.
3. Vs 6 – From Constable’s Notes on John –“If the account of this incident is complete, the writer must have felt that what Jesus wrote was secondary to His act of writing since he did not identify what He wrote. Perhaps He wrote Exodus 23:1b: "Do not join your hand with a wicked man to be a malicious witness”. Perhaps Jesus also wrote on the ground to delay answering His critics.”

4. Vs 7-8: Jesus’ response is to put the situation back in the hands of the accusers. If they proceeded with the execution they would be liable to the Roman authorities and also guilty of not upholding all the requirements of the Mosaic Law. Instead of Jesus, they now found themselves in a dilemma.
5. Vs 11 - Note that the only person qualified to condemn the woman (i.e. – “he who is without sin”) was Jesus Himself. From C. Bayliss The Woman Caught in Adultery - "Jesus pronounced the final decree. Since He was the only witness left, and the Mosaic Law required two, she was free. 
6. Vs 11 - We see Jesus acting in a consistent way with His stated purpose for coming – to seek and save the lost. Jesus does not condemn her but neither did He overlook her sin.
7. Vs 12- 59 – The setting for the all the discussions in the remainder of this chapter is at the temple (Vs 20 & 59). Vs 12 thru 18 –is a discussion between Jesus and primarily the Pharisees. 
8. Vs 12 – The phrase “Jesus again spoke” refers to back to 7:37 where He stood and spoke to the multitudes at the feast of Booths or Tabernacles. This shows that the context of chapter 8 continues to be at the temple at the conclusion of the feast of Tabernacles.
9. Vs 12 thru 31 – This section contains a number of questions that highlight the topics under discussion:
· Vs 19 - "Where is Your Father?"
· Vs 22 - "Surely He will not kill Himself?”
· Vs 25 - "Who are You?"
10. Vs 12 – This is one of the “I am” statements of John’s gospel. The impact of this statement is further heightened by the events that took place during the Feast of Booths. During the feast large menorahs (candelabras) were lit as part of the events surrounding the Feast. (See OT Notes above under “Light”s).
11. Vs 12 – This verse continues one of the major themes in John introduced in 1:9 where John states “There was the true Light which, coming into the world, enlightens every man.” This theme is continued in chapter 9:5 (While I am in the world, I am the Light of the world) and also repeated in 12:35-46. The contrast is the Light which Jesus offers in contrast to the darkness of this world (darkness signifies ignorance and immorality).
12. Vs 14 – Jesus testimony is true, even if he were the sole witness. The truth of His testimony is due because He knew His origins and His ultimate destiny –i.e. both which are evidence of His Divinity. 
13. Vs 14 – The Pharisees thought they knew where Jesus was from (Galilee). But this was to miss Jesus’ point entirely. By thinking only in terms of His home town here on earth, they were “judging according to the flesh”. However some of the Pharisees did know where he truly came from. As Nicodemus said in 3:1 “we know that You have come from God”. Later in the same conversation in 3:13 Jesus told him that He was the one who “descended from heaven”. In 6:38 Jesus told the assembled crowd "For I have come down from heaven” which led Him to later say 7:28 “You both know Me and know where I am from; and I have not come of Myself, but He who sent Me is true, whom you do not know”. Jesus statement that they did not know where He came from was due to their unwillingness to accept His previous statements on His origins.
14. Vs 15 – The Pharisee’s were notorious for judgments based only on externals. From Truth Commentary on John by J. King – “Who He really is, where He really came from, and where He is ultimately headed are all things which elude them because  their basis for judgment is flawed”
15. Vs 21 – It seems that Jesus is speaking here to the general audience. The focus has shifted away from only the Pharisee’s. 

16. Vs 24 – The word “he” in this verse was added by the translators. If it is omitted the statement reads “Unless you believe that I AM”.

17. Vs 24 –Note the use of “sin” in the singular here to represent “sins” (verse 21) in the plural.
18. Vs 27 – John interrupts the story at this point and includes a note of explanation here for the reader to help us understand Jesus was talking about the Father.

19. Vs 28 – This is one of four references that Jesus makes to Him being “lifted up” in this gospel (3:14, 12:32 & 34). All of these point to His crucifixion.
20. Vs 31 – Note that Jesus is now talking to those claiming to be His disciples – those who believe in Him. The words that follow test the depths of their belief as disciples.
21. Vs 31 - From Constable’s Notes on John – “A disciple remains a disciple as long as he or she continues to follow the instruction of his or her teacher. When that one stops following faithfully, he or she ceases to be a disciple”.
22. Vs 37 – Jesus acknowledges their physical ancestry was from Abraham. But He denies in verses 39 & 40 that they were behaving as the ancestors of Abraham. In Gen. 18 Abraham received the three heavenly visitors near the oaks at Mamre with open arms and believed the promises given to him. In contrast the ancestors of Abraham sought to kill the One who fulfilled those very promises given to Abraham.
23. Vs 38 – From Constable’s Notes on John –“ Jesus' point was that conduct reveals paternity”
24. Vs 38 & 40 – Note that Jesus underlines His credentials by the following claims: 
· (a) He has seen God (Vs 38) 
· (b) He has heard God (Vs 40) 

· (c) He came from God (Vs 42). 

25. Vs 41 - From Constable’s Notes on John – “The Jews rejected Jesus' claim that they were not genuine children of Abraham. Their reference to fornication may have been a slur on Jesus' physical paternity. Who was He with His questionable pedigree to deny their ancestry?”
26. Vs 42 - The mark of a true disciple: One who loves Jesus. The second mark of a true disciple is found in verse 47 – Hearing the words of Jesus. The facts showed that those on this occasion who claimed to be His disciples did neither of these things.
27. Vs 43 - From Truth Commentary on John by J. King – “Their inability to understand His revelations is not the result of a mental handicap, or of low intelligence. It has rather to do with spiritual dullness.”
28. Vs 44 - Jesus clearly asserts His meaning by identifying their true spiritual father – the devil. First he is a murderer. Second he is a liar and deceiver. Both of these actions were taken in the fall of man while in the garden since lies were used to deceive Eve, and death resulted from their sin.
29. Vs 46 – The response of the Jews to this challenge made by Jesus (recorded in verse 48) shows that they had no basis to charge Him with sin. - From Truth Commentary on John by D. King  states that their response –“amounts to little more than name calling. We can be assured that if they actually knew of some moral lapse on His part, it would have been eagerly offered.” 
30. Vs 51- Jesus’ words here clearly do not mean physical death because all those who ever heard Him died. So this clearly refers to the “2nd death” which those who believe in Him will be spared.

31. Vs 54 – In this verse Jesus very clearly states the connection between His Father and the God the Jews worshipped.

32. Vs 58 – Another of Jesus’ “I AM” statements. To a Jew born and raised under the Old Law this statement would immediately bring their minds back to the “I AM” statements made to Moses at the burning bush in Exodus 3. Their response (picking up stones to stone Him) is a sublime way in which John shows they clearly understood the exact meaning of His statement.
D. Key Themes:
1. Testimony given by a witness.

2. Jesus is the Light of the World.

3. Rejection of God by humanity.
4. Jesus is the I AM.
E. Key Words:
1. Witness –Gr. “Martyria” (Strong’s 3141) 
See notes on chapter 1.

2. World - Gr. “Kosmos” (Strong’s 2889).
See notes on chapter 1.

3. Darkness - Gr. “Skotias” (Strong’s 4653).
1. The darkness due to want of light. Also metaphorically used of 
(a) Ignorance of divine things.

(b) Its associated wickedness. It describes the spiritual or moral "darkness," emblematic of sin, as a condition of moral or spiritual depravity. 
Questions & Applications:
1. List the distinctive characteristics of the two families that Jesus describes in verses 31-59.
2. In what ways did this chapter show that those who listened to Jesus misunderstood His words? 

3. Explain in your own words how Jesus is the Light of the World.
4. What things said by Jesus in this chapter cause those who were listening to Him to react strongly?  

5. How does this passage help us to know that Jesus is the Son of God?
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