John 9
Part I

Jhn 9:1  As He passed by, He saw a man blind from birth. 

Jhn 9:2  And His disciples asked Him, "Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he would be born blind?" 

Jhn 9:3  Jesus answered, "{It was} neither {that} this man sinned, nor his parents; but {it was} so that the works of God might be displayed in him. 

Jhn 9:4  "We must work the works of Him who sent Me as long as it is day; night is coming when no one can work. 

Jhn 9:5  "While I am in the world, I am the Light of the world." 

Jhn 9:6  When He had said this, He spat on the ground, and made clay of the spittle, and applied the clay to his eyes, 

Jhn 9:7  and said to him, "Go, wash in the pool of Siloam" (which is translated, Sent). So he went away and washed, and came {back} seeing. 

Jhn 9:8  Therefore the neighbors, and those who previously saw him as a beggar, were saying, "Is not this the one who used to sit and beg?" 

Jhn 9:9  Others were saying, "This is he," {still} others were saying, "No, but he is like him." He kept saying, "I am the one." 

Jhn 9:10  So they were saying to him, "How then were your eyes opened?" 

Jhn 9:11  He answered, "The man who is called Jesus made clay, and anointed my eyes, and said to me, 'Go to Siloam and wash'; so I went away and washed, and I received sight." 

Jhn 9:12  They said to him, "Where is He?" He *said, "I do not know." 

Jhn 9:13  They *brought to the Pharisees the man who was formerly blind. 

Jhn 9:14  Now it was a Sabbath on the day when Jesus made the clay and opened his eyes. 

Jhn 9:15  Then the Pharisees also were asking him again how he received his sight. And he said to them, "He applied clay to my eyes, and I washed, and I see." 

Jhn 9:16  Therefore some of the Pharisees were saying, "This man is not from God, because He does not keep the Sabbath." But others were saying, "How can a man who is a sinner perform such signs?" And there was a division among them. 

Jhn 9:17  So they *said to the blind man again, "What do you say about Him, since He opened your eyes?" And he said, "He is a prophet." 

Jhn 9:18  The Jews then did not believe {it} of him, that he had been blind and had received sight, until they called the parents of the very one who had received his sight, 

Jhn 9:19  and questioned them, saying, "Is this your son, who you say was born blind? Then how does he now see?" 

Jhn 9:20  His parents answered them and said, "We know that this is our son, and that he was born blind; 

Jhn 9:21  but how he now sees, we do not know; or who opened his eyes, we do not know. Ask him; he is of age, he will speak for himself." 

Jhn 9:22  His parents said this because they were afraid of the Jews; for the Jews had already agreed that if anyone confessed Him to be Christ, he was to be put out of the synagogue. 

Jhn 9:23  For this reason his parents said, "He is of age; ask him." 

Jhn 9:24  So a second time they called the man who had been blind, and said to him, "Give glory to God; we know that this man is a sinner." 

Jhn 9:25  He then answered, "Whether He is a sinner, I do not know; one thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see." 

Jhn 9:26  So they said to him, "What did He do to you? How did He open your eyes?" 

Jhn 9:27  He answered them, "I told you already and you did not listen; why do you want to hear {it} again? You do not want to become His disciples too, do you?" 

Jhn 9:28  They reviled him and said, "You are His disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. 

Jhn 9:29  "We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where He is from." 

Jhn 9:30  The man answered and said to them, "Well, here is an amazing thing, that you do not know where He is from, and {yet} He opened my eyes. 

Jhn 9:31  "We know that God does not hear sinners; but if anyone is God-fearing and does His will, He hears him. 

Jhn 9:32  "Since the beginning of time it has never been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. 

Jhn 9:33  "If this man were not from God, He could do nothing." 

Jhn 9:34  They answered him, "You were born entirely in sins, and are you teaching us?" So they put him out. 

Jhn 9:35  Jesus heard that they had put him out, and finding him, He said, "Do you believe in the Son of Man?" 

Jhn 9:36  He answered, "Who is He, Lord, that I may believe in Him?" 

Jhn 9:37  Jesus said to him, "You have both seen Him, and He is the one who is talking with you." 

Jhn 9:38  And he said, "Lord, I believe." And he worshiped Him. 

Jhn 9:39  And Jesus said, "For judgment I came into this world, so that those who do not see may see, and that those who see may become blind." 

Jhn 9:40  Those of the Pharisees who were with Him heard these things and said to Him, "We are not blind too, are we?" 

Jhn 9:41  Jesus said to them, "If you were blind, you would have no sin; but since you say, 'We see,' your sin remains. 

A. Structure: 
1. The healing of the blind man Vs 1-12

2. Investigation of the healing Vs 13-34

a. Neighbors 
b. Pharisees 1 c. Parents  d. Pharisees 2
3. Jesus teaching the healed man Vs 35-41
B. Old Testament Background:
1. Vs 5 – “I am the light of the world”  

See notes on chapter 8:12.

2. Vs 13 – “Sabbath”
See Notes on chapter 5:9  

3. Vs 29 –“We know that God has spoken to  Moses” 
This is a general allusion to the conversations that God had with Moses as recorded in Exodus through Deuteronomy. Many of these conversations occurred in hearing of the entire nation. Ironically the only way the Pharisees “knew” that God had spoken to Moses was by the testimony of the scriptures, which also testified about Jesus whom they rejected.
4. Vs 32 –“Since the beginning of time it has never been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind” 
Blindness is a metaphor used in the Old Testament that illustrates total spiritual failure. It also pointed to the future work of the Messiah (Isaiah 35:4& 5 - Take courage, fear not. Behold, your God will come {with} vengeance; The recompense of God will come, But He will save you. Then the eyes of the blind will be opened And the ears of the deaf will be unstopped”). Since it was Jesus who was providing sight to the blind (both physically and spiritually), this shows He was not only the Messiah, but God Himself as is stated in Psalm 146:8 - The LORD opens {the eyes of} the blind; The LORD raises up those who are bowed down; The LORD loves the righteous;”. 
But there is another aspect of blindness recorded in Isaiah – people who blinded themselves through their rejection of God’s word. Isaiah was told at his commissioning in Isaiah 6:9&10 to “Go, and tell this people: 'Keep on listening, but do not perceive; Keep on looking, but do not understand.'  Vs 10 "Render the hearts of this people insensitive, Their ears dull, And their eyes dim, Otherwise they might see with their eyes, Hear with their ears, Understand with their hearts, And return and be healed." 
C. Text Notes:
1. Vs 1 - The context of verse 1 is Jesus has just left the temple in Jerusalem and is accompanied by His disciples.
2. Vs 1 – The fact that the man had been born blind leaves no doubt that this is not a contrived miracle. The miracle was not restoration of his sight, but giving him that which he never possessed.
3. Vs 2 - From Constable’s Notes on John - The disciples' question reflected popular Jewish opinion of their day. Clearly the Old Testament taught that sin brings divine punishment (e.g., Exod. 20:5; 34:7; Ezek. 18:4). This cause and effect relationship led many of the Jews, as well as many modern people, to conclude that every bad effect had an identifiable sinful cause. That conclusion goes farther than the Bible does (cf. Job; 2 Cor. 12:7; Gal. 4:13). Sin does lie behind all the suffering and evil in the world, but the connection between sin and suffering is not always immediate or observable.

4. Vs 3 – Jesus corrects the disciple’s mistaken idea that the blindness of this man was directly attributable to either him (which would have meant the man would have had to sin prior to birth) or that it was the result of his parent’s sin. Later in this chapter it will be the Pharisees who claim the man was born in sin (verse 34). Other mistaken ideas that might be taken from this verse are:

1) God allows every instance of suffering just so it can be relieved by a miracle.
2) Every instance of suffering is the direct result of particular act of sin.

3) Jesus revealed every reason for this man’s particular condition in His answer.

4) Blindness, or any other physical illness, exists outside the control and sovereignty of God. As God told Moses in Ex 4:11 “The LORD said to him, "Who has made man's mouth? Or who makes him mute or deaf, or seeing or blind? Is it not I, the LORD?
5. Vs 3 & 4 – From Constable’s Notes on John -There is no punctuation in the Greek text, so it may help to understand Jesus' meaning to omit the period at the end of verse 3 and to read verses 3 and 4 as follows. "But that the works of God might be displayed in him, we must work the works of Him who sent Me as long as it is day."
6. Vs 5 – This verse continues one of the major themes in John and connects with the statement Jesus made in 8:12 that "I am the Light of the world”.
7. Vs 6 – Jesus may have made the clay so the blind man could feel, and later recall, that it was Jesus who worked on him. It is also possible that Jesus used the clay to point back to the creation of man “from the dust of the ground”, and thereby show He was the same Creator described in Genesis.
8. Vs 10&11: One of the recurring themes in the gospel of John is the rejection of Jesus by those to whom He was sent.

9. Vs 12 – From Constable’s Notes on John – “When questioned about the miracle, the former blind man could only report the facts of his case and the name of Jesus whom he had not yet seen. The crowd obviously wanted to find Jesus. The man's description of Jesus gives no indication that he was a true believer. Jesus did not perform this healing because the man believed that He was God's Son or even the Messiah. It was simply an expression of God's grace that became an opportunity for teaching.”
10. Vs 13-34 – From R.C. Lucas’ “Why Jesus Came” - These verses are a summary of what has gone before; they present a very severe investigation of Jesus’ great miracle by people who were biased against believing. Some people think that we of the 20th century are intelligent investigators, whereas first century people were gullible. The Pharisees would have been glad to be able to say that the miracle had not taken place, but they were unable to deny that a man who had been born without the capacity to see was now able to see clearly.

11. Vs 14 – John notes that, like the Lame man, this miraculous healing was on the Sabbath. The Jews will claim in this episode that making the mud constituted a violation of the Sabbath. 

12. Vs 22 – This shows the prejudice of the Jews who had decided to reach a verdict concerning the claims of Jesus despite any evidence to the contrary.
13. Vs 24&25 – Note that the blind man refused to be “baited” into going along with the crowd and giving testimony about that which he knew nothing about. Instead he returned to that which he could testify “though I was blind, now I see”.
14. Vs 27 – The blind man seems to now realize that the questioning by the Pharisees is not an attempt to learn the truth of the situation, but rather to find a reason to accuse Jesus. Their inability to find a basis for a charge will continue to be a powerful testimony to the claims of Jesus throughout the gospel. 
15. Vs 28 – Ironically the very thing the Pharisees said to the man in an attempt to ridicule him, was the highest compliment a man can be given: “You are His disciple”.
16. Vs 28 - Jesus has already shown that those who accept Moses’ teachings & writings will come to Him in faith. In 5:46 He stated “For if you believed Moses, you would believe Me, for he wrote about Me”.
17. Vs 29 – It should be noted that chapter 3 Nicodemus claimed the Pharisees knew that Jesus had “come from God”. 
18. Vs 30-33 – From B.W. Johnsons’ People’s New Testament –John –“It was also a “marvelous thing” that one who was a blind beggar a few hours before should now expound theology to the very men that “sat in Moses' seat” and show a better knowledge of the spirit of the Scriptures than the great ecclesiastics”.

19. Vs 34 – The response of the Pharisees to loosing the argument with the blind man is to retaliate by excommunicating him from the synagogue. Scorn has often served as a final resort when arguments fail.

20. Vs 34 – The irony of this verse is the Pharisees accept the mistaken premise that Jesus had earlier corrected with the disciples: the man had been born blind because he had been born in sin.

21. Vs 37 – Jesus response to the man’s question 
22. Vs 38 – From Truth Commentary on John by J. King – John always uses the verb “proskunein” to signify religious worship due to God, not the mere demonstration of respect through prostration. 
23. Vs 38 – All the uses of the word “worship” in the gospel of John indicate that which is given only to God (see 4:23; 12:20), not merely respect given to someone superior to another.
24. Vs 39 – From Truth Commentary on John by J. King – “The blind man’s physical eyesight was intended to be illustrative of the spiritual vision which Christ came to bestow upon all men. He had come not only to enjoy the benefits of normal use of his eyes, but had also come into possession of the more important knowledge of the One who is the Way, the Truth, and the Life.”
25. Vs 39 – Like Isaiah before Him, Jesus’ words and message caused some to react negatively (i.e. close their eyes) which resulted in judgment on themselves in the form of Spiritual Blindness. As Jesus stated in chapter 3:19 “This is the judgment, that the Light has come into the world, and men loved the darkness rather than the Light”. Throughout the gospel John is emphasizing that a person’s rejection of Jesus is judgment. 
26. Vs 40 – From R.C. Lucas’ “Why Jesus Came” - In reply to their question in v.40 the Pharisees expected Jesus to say, “You are blind”; instead, He began His reply with the words, “If you were blind...” If they had never been taught the Scriptures and had never come into contact with the light, they would not have been guilty. What a merciful statement that is: God does not put those who have never received light in the same category as those who have. 
27. Vs 41 –The phrase “your guilt remains” carries the same meaning as 3:36 where the statement is made that “the wrath of God abides [remains]” on those who reject belief Jesus.
28. Vs 41 – Evidently some Pharisees accompanied Jesus on this occasion and they suspected that what Jesus had just said referred to them. From Constable’s Notes on John- They wanted to make sure that Jesus was not accusing them of spiritual blindness since they considered themselves the most enlightened among the Jews. Jesus does not dodge their question. His reply was a paradoxical one that shows a person’s need to acknowledge his or her need for enlightenment, something that cuts directly across our pride as it did the pride of the Pharisees. From Truth Commentary on John by J. King – Since they deny its [their sin and their own needs] existence, their sin cannot be forgiven. Since they have rejected its only cure, their blindness is incurable.
29. Vs 40-41  - From R. J. Takser The Gospel According to St. John - "The last three verses of chapter 9 make it clear that this incident has been recorded primarily because it is an acted parable of faith and unbelief, and therefore of judgment, a theme that is never absent for long from this Gospel.
D. Key Themes:
1. Testimony of witnesses.

2. Jesus is the Light of the World.

3. Rejection of God by humanity.
4. The Glory of God.

E. Key Words:
1. Worship –Gr. “Proskynō” (Strong’s 4352) 
1) To kiss the hand to (towards) one, in token of reverence 
2) Among the Orientals, esp. the Persians, to fall upon the knees and touch the ground with the forehead as an expression of profound reverence  
3) In the NT by kneeling or prostration to do homage (to one) or make obeisance, whether in order to express respect or to make supplication

Questions & Applications:
1. How does Jesus statement in verse 5 relate to the previous chapter?

2. List the witnesses (along with each one’s testimony) to the miracle described in this chapter. 

3. Why was the question about whether or not Jesus was a sinner so crucial to the events in this chapter? How did the blind man refute the argument that Jesus was a sinner? 
4. Describe the progression of faith of the blind man as evidenced by his statements about Jesus.

5. How does this passage help us to know that Jesus is the Son of God?
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