Quarter Introduction - Context Notes for Joshua

The Canaanites

1. Canaan, son of Ham, was cursed in Genesis 9:25 for Ham’s immorality.

2. Abraham was told the promises given to him would only be fulfilled after the “iniquity of the Amorites” was “full” –Gen 15:16.

3. Detestable is the word used by God to describe the things the Canaanites practiced in Deut. 18:9-14. The list includes child sacrifice, witchcraft, idolatry, etc… 
4. The customs of the Canaanite nations included all the sexually immoral acts listed in Leviticus 20:1-22.

5. Deut 7:1-7 identifies seven Canaanite nations (indicating a complete number) that would be targeted.
6. God has sent the “hornet” ahead of his people to terrorize the Canaanites (Exodus 23:27-33; Deut.7:20-26).
The Land

1. The land is referred to as flowing with milk and honey. It is described as good land (Deut 8:7-8)

2. The inhabitants of the land are described as strong and some are giants. (Num 13:28).
3. The Canaanites live in large fortified cities (Num 13:28).
4. Canaanites are to be destroyed out of the land (Deut 20:16&17).
5. Fruit trees are not to be destroyed during a siege (Deut 20:20).

6. Deut. 6:10 –cities, houses, vineyards, wells, would not all be destroyed but taken over. 
The Israelites

1. Israel has left Egypt after the 10 plagues and has crossed the Red Sea via a miracle.

2. Amalek is defeated with Joshua leading the battle in Ex 17:9.

3. The law has been given at Mount Sinai (Ex 21).

4. The Tabernacle is built after the covenant was ratified.
5. Priests are appointed and instructions given on how to operate the tabernacle (book of Leviticus).

6. Fighting men of every tribe except Levi are numbered in Numbers 1 (first numbering).

7. Camps are organized and marching order established.

8. Spies were sent out at the border of Canaan from every tribe except Levi. 10 spies bring back an evil report (Num 13). Only Joshua and Caleb bring back a good report. The people rebel (Deut 1:39 shows the irony –the children of these people take the land).
9. The forty year wandering in the wilderness takes place until all the numbered fighting men from Numbers 1 die (Num 26:64). The journey from Horeb was only an 11 day journey according to Deut 1:2; it would instead take 40 years. God graciously continues manna and protection during this time (Deut 1:31).
10. The eastern shore kings (Sihon and Og) are defeated. The eastern tribes claim their land, but pledge to contribute fighting men for the conquest of the land.
11. After the 40 year wandering a second numbering of the fighting men occurs (Num 26). The size of the nation has remained virtually unchanged.

12.  Aaron & Moses have both died. Moses is removed by death at the banks of the Jordan, but not due to natural causes (Deut. 34:6&7).
