The Book of Joshua
 Introduction
I. Introduction

The title of the book takes its name from its principle character, Joshua. His name is appropriate because "Joshua" means "Yahweh saves." Joshua is the Hebrew name that translates into Aramaic as “Jesus”. Originally his name was “Hoshea” (Num 13:8) but it was deliberately changed by Moses to “Joshua” (Num 13:16). He is mentioned as the “son of Nun” whose lineage can be traced back to Ephraim, the younger son of Joseph.
Joshua is first mentioned by name in Exodus 17:9 when he was selected to lead Israel into battle for the first time against Amalek. We next find Joshua at Moses’ side at Mt. Sinai in Exodus 24 as the law is given to Israel. Then Joshua in chosen as the representative spy for the tribe of Ephraim in Numbers 13. He, along with Caleb, were the only two spies out of twelve who gave a favorable report. As a result he was allowed to live long enough to enter the Promised Land. 
Joshua was “commissioned” by Moses to be the next leader of the people. This transfer of authority is mentioned several times in both Numbers and Deuteronomy. It is best summarized in Numbers 27:15-23:
Num 27:15  
Then Moses spoke to the LORD, saying, 

Num 27:16  
"May the LORD, the God of the spirits of all flesh, appoint a man over the congregation, 

Num 27:17  
who will go out and come in before them, and who will lead them out and bring them in, so that the congregation of the LORD will not be like sheep which have no shepherd." 

Num 27:18  
So the LORD said to Moses, "Take Joshua the son of Nun, a man in whom is the Spirit, and lay your hand on him; 

Num 27:19  
and have him stand before Eleazar the priest and before all the congregation, and commission him in their sight. 

Num 27:20  
"You shall put some of your authority on him, in order that all the congregation of the sons of Israel may obey {him.} 

Num 27:21  
"Moreover, he shall stand before Eleazar the priest, who shall inquire for him by the judgment of the Urim before the LORD. At his command they shall go out and at his command they shall come in, {both} he and the sons of Israel with him, even all the congregation." 

Num 27:22  
Moses did just as the LORD commanded him; and he took Joshua and set him before Eleazar the priest and before all the congregation. 

Num 27:23  
Then he laid his hands on him and commissioned him, just as the LORD had spoken through Moses. 

Additional details about Joshua’s commissioning are found in Deuteronomy 31:

Deu 31:7-8
“Then Moses called to Joshua and said to him in the sight of all Israel, "Be strong and courageous, for you shall go with this people into the land which the LORD has sworn to their fathers to give them, and you shall give it to them as an inheritance. 8"The LORD is the one who goes ahead of you; He will be with you. He will not fail you or forsake you. Do not fear or be dismayed." 

Deu 31:14-15
“Then the LORD said to Moses, "Behold, the time for you to die is near; call Joshua, and present yourselves at the tent of meeting, that I may commission him." So Moses and Joshua went and presented themselves at the tent of meeting. 15
The LORD appeared in the tent in a pillar of cloud, and the pillar of cloud stood at the doorway of the tent”. 

Deu 31:23 “Then He commissioned Joshua the son of Nun, and said, "Be strong and courageous, for you shall bring the sons of Israel into the land which I swore to them, and I will be with you." 

Deu 34:9
“Now Joshua the son of Nun was filled with the spirit of wisdom, for Moses had laid his hands on him; and the sons of Israel listened to him and did as the LORD had commanded Moses.”
Questions:

1. Discuss the qualifications that Joshua had at the time of his appointment as leader of God’s people in the following areas. Why are the qualifications appropriate for the task that lay ahead for the people?
(a) Military:

(b) Overall Faithfulness to God:

(c) Experience as a leader:

(d) Courage:

2. From Numbers 27:21 what area of activity can we conclude was not to be placed under Joshua’s authority?

3. What physical act had caused Joshua to be filled with the Spirit of Wisdom?

II. Time Frame of the Book:
Jos 14:10  
"Now behold, the LORD has let me live, just as He spoke, these forty-five years, from the time that the LORD spoke this word to Moses, when Israel walked in the wilderness; and now behold, I am eighty-five years old today. 
Num 14:24  
“But My servant Caleb, because he has had a different spirit and has followed Me fully, I will bring into the land which he entered, and his descendants shall take possession of it.”
When Caleb received his town of Hebron he said God had promised that he would enter Canaan 45 years earlier (Num. 14:24). Since God gave that promise 38 years before Israel crossed the Jordan the conquest seems to have taken closer to seven years (ca. 1406-1399 B.C.). When Caleb said these words he was 85 years old (14:10). Joshua appears to have been about the same age as Caleb, perhaps a little younger (Joshua is referred to as a “young man in Exodus 33:11). Joshua died when he was 110 (24:29). Assuming Joshua was 75 when the Israelites crossed the Jordan River, the amount of time the Book of Joshua spans may be about 35 years.
The Book of Joshua may be considered in 3 main parts:

1. Conquest of the land (chapters 1-12) 

2. Division and Settlement of the land (chapters 13-21)

3. Joshua's last acts & farewell (chapters 22-24)
The first half of the book (chapters 1-12) covers about seven years.
III. Major Lessons from the Book:

The following are some of the major lessons from Joshua we should note as we study this book together:

1. Joshua was completely devoted to the law of God. He was careful to observe it and the memorials commanded by the law.
2. God led Israel in the conquest of the land just as He had led them to the land from Egypt.

3. God’s grace is shown in the mercy given to Rahab the harlot. She is one of four women mentioned in the lineage of Jesus (Matt 1:3- Tamar; Matt 1:5 –Rahab; Matt 1:5-Ruth; Matt 1:6 - Bathsheba). It is noteworthy that all four women, like Rahab, had “stained” characters and all, like Rahab, were likely Gentiles.
4. While the land had been already "given" to Israel (Genesis 15:18-21), it was still necessary that Israel do something to possess it. Ultimately it was still God who gave the victory.
5. The slaughter of the Canaanites (6:21; 10:28) was by God's direct command. 
6. Victory at Jericho was accomplished by complete observance of God's commands by all the people, and defeat at Ai due to disobedience of His commands by one man. 
7. The distribution "by lot" (Numbers 33:54) of the land allowed God's hand to be present and recognized in the tribal divisions.
8. The report that Joshua and Caleb gave regarding the ability of Israel to take the land with God’s help was vindicated.
Questions:

4. Give at least two reasons why God commanded destruction of the Canaanite nations during the conquest of the Promised Land.
5. Discussion: Why would God command the land be taken through warfare, and not through a miraculous means like the destruction of the firstborn?
MAP OF THE NATIONS ENCOUNTERED DURING THE CONQUEST OF THE LAND
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