Joshua Chapter 1
A. Israel at the Border of the Promised Land 
I. Context: God’s Charge to Joshua 1-9.

Jos 1:1  
Now it came about after the death of Moses the servant of the LORD, that the LORD spoke to Joshua the son of Nun, Moses' servant, saying, 

Jos 1:2  
"Moses My servant is dead; now therefore arise, cross this Jordan, you and all this people, to the land which I am giving to them, to the sons of Israel. 

Jos 1:3  
"Every place on which the sole of your foot treads, I have given it to you, just as I spoke to Moses. 

Jos 1:4  
"From the wilderness and this Lebanon, even as far as the great river, the river Euphrates, all the land of the Hittites, and as far as the Great Sea toward the setting of the sun will be your territory. 

Jos 1:5  
"No man will {be able to} stand before you all the days of your life. Just as I have been with Moses, I will be with you; I will not fail you or forsake you. 

Jos 1:6  
"Be strong and courageous, for you shall give this people possession of the land which I swore to their fathers to give them. 

Jos 1:7  
"Only be strong and very courageous; be careful to do according to all the law which Moses My servant commanded you; do not turn from it to the right or to the left, so that you may have success wherever you go. 

Jos 1:8  
"This book of the law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do according to all that is written in it; for then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have success. 

Jos 1:9  
"Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous! Do not tremble or be dismayed, for the LORD your God is with you wherever you go." 
Questions:

1. Was the title given to Moses by God in verse 2 ever bestowed on Joshua? If so where? 
2. What should Joshua do to guarantee success in conquering the land? Was this typical of a leader preparing to embark on a military campaign?
3. Reconcile the phrase in verse 3 (I have given) with a similar one in verse 6 (you shall give).

4. Summarize the necessary steps and ultimate goals of Study of the Law according to verse 8.

5. Discuss God’s command to Joshua to be “strong and courageous” in the following ways:

a. As a choice Joshua could make:

b. As needed in order to accomplish the goals set for him.

II. Context: Joshua’s Charge to Israel 10-18.
Jos 1:10  
Then Joshua commanded the officers of the people, saying, 

Jos 1:11  
"Pass through the midst of the camp and command the people, saying, 'Prepare provisions for yourselves, for within three days you are to cross this Jordan, to go in to possess the land which the LORD your God is giving you, to possess it.' " 

Jos 1:12  
To the Reubenites and to the Gadites and to the half-tribe of Manasseh, Joshua said, 

Jos 1:13  
"Remember the word which Moses the servant of the LORD commanded you, saying, 'The LORD your God gives you rest and will give you this land.' 

Jos 1:14  
"Your wives, your little ones, and your cattle shall remain in the land which Moses gave you beyond the Jordan, but you shall cross before your brothers in battle array, all your valiant warriors, and shall help them, 

Jos 1:15  
until the LORD gives your brothers rest, as {He gives} you, and they also possess the land which the LORD your God is giving them. Then you shall return to your own land, and possess that which Moses the servant of the LORD gave you beyond the Jordan toward the sunrise." 

Jos 1:16  
They answered Joshua, saying, "All that you have commanded us we will do, and wherever you send us we will go. 

Jos 1:17  
"Just as we obeyed Moses in all things, so we will obey you; only may the LORD your God be with you as He was with Moses. 

Jos 1:18  
"Anyone who rebels against your command and does not obey your words in all that you command him, shall be put to death; only be strong and courageous." 

Questions:

6. Summarize the obedient attitude described in these verse that was manifested by the Reubenites, Gadites, and half-tribe of Manasseh.
7. In verses 13 and 15 the word “rest” is mentioned twice:
a. Who is it that would give this rest?

b. In the context of what we know about the history of Israel, what did this rest mean to the people? What did it not mean? Consider Joshua 11:13, 21:44, 23:1, 2 Sam 7:1 & 1 Chron. 22:9 in your answer.
c. How is the concept of “rest” applicable to Christians today? (See Matt 11:28, Hebrews chapter 4:1-11; Rev 14:11,13).
Notes:
1. Some Bible studies use a tool called a chiasm to show structured patterns of thought within scripture. As an example notice the chiastic structure of God's charge to Joshua. (With a chiasm the center verse is the point of emphasis).

A I will be with you (v. 5).

B Be strong and courageous (vv. 6, 7).

C That you may have success (v. 7).

D This book of the law (v. 8).

C' Then you will have success (v. 8).

B' Be strong and courageous (v. 9).


A' The Lord your God is with you (v. 9).
From Constable's Notes on Joshua
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