The Supremacy of Love… Love Bears… Experiencing Love That Lasts
Galatians 5:22-23, I Cor. 13: 4-8

How would you describe “True Love”?

Husbands and fathers what kind of love does your family see in you?

A wife’s context of love (5 Needs of Every Woman- Dr. Willard Harley,” His Needs, Her Needs”)
1. The need for affection and tenderness
2. The need for conversation
3. The need for honesty and openness
4. The need for security
5. The need for relational commitment

The husband is the thermostat and the wife is the thermometer.  Men control the climate and women adjust to the temperature a man sets.  Her response is in direct proportion to our attitude and actions.   
 Ill:  Letter from wife who longs for her husband to engage with her in meaningful conversation.  Tired of living in the same house, but being so alone and emotionally disconnected.

Lesson To Learn
God has wired the man to be the Initiator and his wife the Responder.

Think It Through: Husband is your wife living in loneliness and experiencing emptiness?

A Quote to Memorize: “If you live for your private pleasure, at the expense of your spouse, you’re living against yourself and destroying your joy.”

The Opposite of Love/The Black Velvet That Displays the Supremacy of Love – Galatians 5:19-21
· The works of the flesh (vs. 19-21) versus the fruit of the Spirit (vs. 22-23)
· Works of the flesh are natural, the fruit of the Spirit is supernatural.
· The works of the flesh is what sin does in us, the fruit of the Spirit is what God does through us.

Liberating Truths About Love
· You cannot produce Agape love, we bear Agape love – John 15:5, Rom. 5:5
· Agape love is supernatural love.  It comes from the vine, flows to the branches and produces the fruit.
· We don’t produce it, we just bear it.  John 15:7-9     Ill. Sour oranges
· Love is not primarily a feeling, it’s a choice.  It may result in feelings, but it is much deeper than emotions.
· You cannot command a feeling, but God commands a husband to love his wife.
                                                                                       Eph. 5:25, John 15:10-14
Detailed Description of Love (Rogers)– I Cor. 13:4-8

1. Steadfast Love – vs. 4 “Love is patient, longsuffering”
· Love never gives up, it patiently continues and keeps on loving regardless of what it receives.
· Loves to the end like Jesus.  John 13:1

2. Serving Loving – vs. 4 “Love is Kind”
· True love serves those who don’t deserve to be served.
· True love is when you don’t give me what I deserve, but what I need.  Luke 6:27-28
       	Application – Find a way to serve or reach out to those who have wronged you 
                                   or hurt you.

3. Sincere Love – vs. 4 “Love is not jealous”
· Love doesn’t want what it doesn’t have.  – Peterson        Proverbs 14:30
· Someone else’s gain is not your loss.
· If you are envious, you’re not a loving person or a mature Christian.
· Christians are like matches, they strike only on their own boxes –
                                                                                                 Vance Havner
4. Self-Effacing Love – vs. 4 “Love does not brag”
· Love doesn’t strut or show off.
· Pride and love do not co-exist in the same heart.
· You cannot be “big headed” and “big hearted” at the same time.
· Are you hard to get along with?  Argumentative?  Contentious?  
                                                                                              Proverbs 13:10
5. Self-Restraining Love – vs. 4 “Love does not act unbecomingly”
· True love is not rude, but courteous.
· Courtesy is love in the little things, good manners, polite.
· Are you a rude person?  Do you interrupt conversations and elbow your way around?

6. Self-Denying Love – vs. 5  “Does not seek its own”
· Doesn’t say “Me first”, “I know my rights”
· “If you teach somebody their rights, you’ll have a revolution.  If you teach people their   responsibilities, you’ll have a revival.” – Bill Gothard

7. Serene Love – vs. 5  “Love is not provoked”
· Love doesn’t fly off the handle – Peterson
· Shot gun hair trigger/blow top easily
· A vile temper is something you never lose by losing it.
· When you get tilted what spills out?

8. Sacrificial Love – vs. 5  “Love does not take into account a wrong suffered”
· Doesn’t keep score of the sins of others – Peterson
· A book keeping term (not a collector of grudges)
· Able to forgive and forget, but cost!
Ill.  If you owe $50.00 and you’re forgiven the debt, it cost someone $50.00.  The price has to be paid.
· True love absorbs the cost and pays the price.
· Are you a bookkeeper?  Take it in, pay the price.
Ill.  Historical/hysterical

9. Sympathetic Love – vs. 6  “Does not rejoice in unrighteousness”, 
                                 “Doesn’t revel when others grovel” -  Peterson
· Why sympathetic love?  Because when someone falls in sin we don’t rejoice, but we weep!
· Do you know the sin of the gossiper?  Rejoicing in evil.
· 3 Golden Gates to pass through before you say it…
*Is it true?  Do you know it to be true?
*If it is true, is necessary to tell?
*If you must tell it, tell it kindly.
· When you lived in love you want to hear good news about people not bad.

10. Suffering Love – vs. 7  “Love bears all things…”
          “It puts up with anything.” – Peterson
· You cannot love without suffering      Ex. Children
· When God chose to love, God chose to suffer.   Isa. 63:9, Eph. 4:30
Ill.   Dream vacation/accident

Conclusion:  Agape love is not difficult, but impossible apart from abiding in Christ!  Surrender to His control and begin to bear this supernatural love that will last forever!
Jerry Bridges illustration on divine mathematics.
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