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On May 13th, The Las Vegas Police Department made a call at Nellis Baptist Church. No, they were not there to investigate a crime. They were there to inform interested NBC parishioners about crime in our community and crime prevention.





The Las Vegas Police Department was represented by Officers Able and Briggs along with Crime Prevention Specialist Steve Fuquay of the Northeast Division.





The meeting was hosted by Pastor Fields and started at 6:30 p.m. NBC appreciates these brave officers taking their valuable time to address us.


First to speak was Crime Prevention Specialist Fuquay. He provided very valuable crime prevention tips and he gave us excellent pamphlets loaded with crime prevention tips.


If anyone would like copies of these pamphlets please contact me and I will be happy to make copies for anyone so interested. I’ll briefly summarize what was said by the Crime Prevention Specialist. 





His biggest advice to prevent crime is a Christian principle, and that is to respect others and to respect other people’s property. He mentioned the astounding amount of cars that are stolen because drivers leave their keys in the ignition. He mentioned that going out late to stores to shop alone could be a bad idea and tempt criminals. 





























NBC recognized Father’s Day with a continental breakfast, held in our fellowship hall. Give thanks to God and the faithful volunteers who helped before, during and after this event to make it a success. If you were not there, then you missed some blessed fellowship, not to mention the good food. Please pray for our Hostess committee and all the volunteers who serve and have served to feed us over the years.  


Mary and Keith Minty, Pastor and Katrina Fields, Clara Cross, Linda Kane and others worked to get 


the fellowship hall in order on Saturday evening.


Father’s Day breakfast volunteers included: Angelie Howland, Maryetta Brewer, Marty Minty and Katrina Fields. Thank you to all of the faithful who helped and assisted in any way to make this a blessed occasion at Nellis Baptist Church.


Faithful, 


Affectionate, 


Trustworthy, 


Humble, 


Ever-Loving, 


Righteous, and 


Set-apart
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This was the attention grabbing title of an article on the front page of the June 9th issue of the Las Vegas Review Journal. Did you get a chance to read it? The article talked about issues facing “church messengers” at the 2008 annual meeting of the Southern Baptist Convention held June 11-12 in Indianapolis, Indiana. Pastor Fields attended this meeting. Therefore, Nellis Baptist Church has a stake in what went on and we should notice what was being said about this meeting in our local newspaper. Even though the event did not happen


in our city, we have a direct connection to it.





The article’s writer noted that the SBC was “alarmed by a drop in membership and baptisms” and was set to consider “a 10 year initiative to reverse the decline.” 


Briefly, some statistics from the article supporting this statement:


Baptisms fell for the third straight year in 2007 to the lowest level in 20 years.


Membership decreased by nearly 40,000, to 16.27 million in 2007.





The news article goes on to list other issues faced by Southern Baptist in the past. Some of these issues were and still are divisive and cause for controversy in the ranks. Mentioned in the article were issues of biblical inerrancy, temperance, homosexuality, abortion and the role of women in the church. Inerrancy, what does that mean? I looked it up. My dictionary gives the meaning of inerrant as “correct, containing no mistakes”. I had not considered how biblical correctness has caused controversy. Perhaps that is why we need Bible study, Sunday school, and Vacation Bible School. 





The Review Journal article was written before the start of the SBC meeting so it contained no information about the actual proceedings. I read the SBC report of the convention resolutions at the SBC web site � HYPERLINK "http://www.sbc.net" ��http://www.sbc.net�. It was noted that there is a wide disparity between church membership and regular church attendance. The figure given revealed that with more than 16 million members in convention-affiliated churches the average regular attendance was about 6 million, meaning that just 37.5% of members attend regularly.





These are questions which came to my mind as I read the article and reviewed news about the meeting on the SBC website: Why are members leaving the church? Why don’t members attend regularly? Some members who would attend have problems related to health or transportation and some even have conflicting work schedules which keep them side-lined. What about the others? 





These are certainly questions for us to think about as we continue to position ourselves to spread the gospel and live up to our church and God given mission of “bearing fruit for Christ”. I am praying and hoping that our “Way of the Master” training will support us in our efforts to maintain a membership that is “spiritually renewed” and excited to spread the “good news” to the lost.






































By Alfreda Gibson



























































Southern Baptist Seek to Boost Membership














Always put items that are purchased out of view of criminals. Also, trim all tall bushes around a home to limit places that criminals can hide. Put large   slippery odd shaped stones in from of windows to deny crooks a convenient place to stand if they are trying to come into the house using a window.





Officers Able and Briggs who regularly patrol our neighborhood and are very familiar with all of the types of crime that takes place in the NBC neighborhood spoke next. Both Officers admitted crime is a serious problem in our neighborhood, but sternly warned us that because of the increasingly deteriorating economy, crime will get substantially worse. Both Officers mentioned car theft and graffiti as tremendous problems in our community. The Officers mentioned a new program being instituted that allows a citizen to sign up with the police, which would have the police stop your car if it seen on the road between 1-5 a.m.





Officer Briggs specifically mentioned that because of the current economic downturn, he has seen a continuous upturn in crime, sometimes involving people that under normal circumstances would not be engaged in criminal activity. Officers Able and Briggs really emphasized the urgency in practicing good crime prevention techniques now more than ever.





One interesting tip the Officers mentioned for increased home security was replacing the standard short screws used in the strike plate of front and other doors in homes. The Officers mentioned that anyone with minimal effort could easily kick in your front door because the short length of these standard strike plate screws do not provide enough depth to anchor into the wood of the door. The Officers suggest going down to your nearest Lowe’s or Home Depot and purchasing longer strike plate screws and installing them. When these longer screws are installed it is virtually impossible for even the strongest criminal to kick the door in.




















How many of you remember the picture taking session we had with Olan Mills in November 2006? Afterwards, Olan Mills printed a Church Directory for us with all of our member names, addresses, and phone numbers. Member pictures were also included. That directory is on the internet. Yes, NBC has a web site.


Olan Mills provided a free web site to Nellis Baptist Church. We need help to maintain the web site.  As a first step in that direction, we have purchased the name: � HYPERLINK "http://www.nellisbaptistchurch.com" ��http://www.nellisbaptistchurch.com� 


If you visit our web site, you will see that it is modest but has potential.  You will need a passcode to view the pictures of members.


Brother Darin Matthews has volunteered to help in updating the NBC web site. Please contact him at 643-2722 if you are interested in volunteering to help maintain our NBC web site.


For security reasons the passcode for the web site has not been included in this publication. Church members may get the passcode by contacting the Church office during regular business hours.


At this time the NBC Newsletter and the web site are two responsibilities handled by the NBC Publicity Committee. Publications produced by the committee since last past year also include a church brochure, the recently updated Church Directory and a New Member Guide. 
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Please see Everyone on page 4
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Please see Elements on page 6





































































































We’re on the Web!


See us at:


Web address
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By Darin Mathews








We’re on the Web!


Visit us at:


http://www.nellisbaptistchurch.com





Nellis Baptist Church


4300 Las Vegas Blvd North�Las Vegas, NV 89115


Phone:


702-644-1055


Fax:


702-644-2138


E-Mail:


nellisbaptistchurch@embarqmail.com








Dates to Remember





4 July – Friday Independence Day





6 July – Communion Sunday





9 July – NBC Business Mtg.





9 July – NBC News Submission Deadline





10 July – Publicity Committee Mtg.





13 July – Benevolence Committee Mtg.
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By Alfreda Gibson
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