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  OVERCOMING  OPPOSITION ~ Ezra 4:1-6:122

 SCREECHING HALT ~ Ezra  4:1-5 & 24   
[1] When the enemies of Judah and Benjamin heard that the exiles were building a temple for the LORD, the God of
Israel, [2] they came to Zerubbabel and to the heads of the families and said, "Let us help you build because, like you,
we seek your God and have been sacrificing to him since the time of Esarhaddon king of Assyria, who brought us
here." [3] But Zerubbabel, Jeshua and the rest of the heads of the families of Israel answered, "You have no part with
us in building a temple to our God. We alone will build it for the LORD, the God of Israel, as King Cyrus, the king of
Persia, commanded us."  [4] Then the peoples around them set out to discourage the people of Judah and make them
afraid to go on building. [5] They hired counselors to work against them and frustrate their plans during the entire reign
of Cyrus king of Persia and down to the reign of Darius king of Persia.

Israel’s Enemies Tried to...  vs. 4
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[24] Thus the work on the house of God in Jerusalem came to a standstill until the second year of the reign of Darius
king of Persia.

 APPLICATION

Hebrews 10:21-25 (NIV) ...since we have a great priest over the house of God, [22] let us draw near to God
with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty
conscience and having our bodies washed with pure water. [23] Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we
profess, for he who promised is faithful. [24] And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward
love and good deeds. [25] Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us
encourage one another--and all the more as you see the Day approaching.

When You are Discouraged...
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 STARTING TO BUILD AGAIN ~ Ezra 5:1-17   

[1] Now Haggai the prophet and Zechariah the prophet, a descendant of Iddo, prophesied to the Jews in Judah and
Jerusalem in the name of the God of Israel, who was over them. [2] Then Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel and Jeshua son
of Jozadak set to work to rebuild the house of God in Jerusalem. And the prophets of God were with them, helping
them. [3] At that time Tattenai, governor of Trans-Euphrates, and Shethar-Bozenai and their associates went to them
and asked, "Who authorized you to rebuild this temple and restore this structure?" [4] They also asked, "What are the
names of the men constructing this building?" [5] But the eye of their God was watching over the elders of the Jews,
and they were not stopped until a report could go to Darius and his written reply be received.

[11] ... "We are the servants of the God of heaven and earth, and we are rebuilding the temple that was built many
years ago...[12] But because our fathers angered the God of heaven, he handed them over to Nebuchadnezzar the
Chaldean, king of Babylon, who destroyed this temple and deported the people to Babylon.
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 DARIUS’ DECREE ~ Ezra  6:1-12   

[6] Now then, Tattenai, governor of Trans-Euphrates, and Shethar-Bozenai and you, their fellow officials of that
province, stay away from there. [7] Do not interfere with the work on this temple of God. Let the governor of the Jews
and the Jewish elders rebuild this house of God on its site. [8] Moreover, I hereby decree what you are to do for these
elders of the Jews in the construction of this house of God: The expenses of these men are to be fully paid out of the
royal treasury, from the revenues of Trans-Euphrates, so that the work will not stop. [9] Whatever is needed--young
bulls, rams, male lambs for burnt offerings to the God of heaven, and wheat, salt, wine and oil, as requested by the priests in
Jerusalem--must be given them daily without fail, [10] so that they may offer sacrifices pleasing to the God of heaven
and pray for the well-being of the king and his sons. [11] Furthermore, I decree that if anyone changes this edict, a beam is to
be pulled from his house and he is to be lifted up and impaled on it. And for this crime his house is to be made a pile of rubble. [12]
May God, who has caused his Name to dwell there, overthrow any king or people who lifts a hand to change this
decree or to destroy this temple in Jerusalem. I Darius have decreed it. Let it be carried out with diligence.

Decree by Darius... (vs. 6-9,12)
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Warning and a Curse... (vs. 11-12)
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 APPLICATION

 SO WHAT ??

Haggai 1:2-4 (NLT) ...The people are saying, ‘The time has not yet come to rebuild the house of the Lord.’”
[3] Then the Lord sent this message through the prophet Haggai: [4] “Why are you living in luxurious houses
while my house lies in ruins?

Matthew 6:28-33 (NLT) “And why worry about your clothing? Look at the lilies of the field and how they
grow. They don’t work or make their clothing, [29] yet Solomon in all his glory was not dressed as beautifully
as they are. [30] And if God cares so wonderfully for wildflowers that are here today and thrown into the fire
tomorrow, he will certainly care for you. Why do you have so little faith? [31] “So don’t worry about these
things, saying, ‘What will we eat? What will we drink? What will we wear?’ [32] These things dominate the
thoughts of unbelievers, but your heavenly Father already knows all your needs. [33] Seek the Kingdom of
God above all else, and live righteously, and he will give you everything you need.


