YOU MUST FOLLOW ME ~ JOHN 21:1-25

=>Scripture Reading Acts 1:3-8
INTRODUCTION

=»Has anyone has ever hurt you or seriously disappointed you?

=>Have you ever done something to hurt or seriously disappoint someone?

HAVE YOU CAUGHT ANYTHING? ~ John 21:1-14

[1] Afterward Jesus appeared again to his disciples, by the Sea of Tiberias. It happened this way: [2] Simon Peter, Thomas (called
Didymus), Nathanael from Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two other disciples were together. [3] "I'm going out to fish,"
Simon Peter told them, and they said, "We'll go with you." So they went out and got into the boat, but that night they caught nothing.
[4] Early in the morning, Jesus stood on the shore, but the disciples did not realize that it was Jesus. [5] He called out to them,
"Friends, haven't you any fish?" "No," they answered. [6] He said, "Throw your net on the right side of the boat and you will find
some." When they did, they were unable to haul the net in because of the large number of fish. [7] Then the disciple whom Jesus
loved said to Peter, "lt is the Lord!" As soon as Simon Peter heard him say, "It is the Lord," he wrapped his outer garment around
him (for he had taken it off) and jumped into the water. [8] The other disciples followed in the boat, towing the net full of fish, for they
were not far from shore, about a hundred yards. [9] When they landed, they saw a fire of burning coals there with fish on it, and
some bread. [10] Jesus said to them, "Bring some of the fish you have just caught." [11] Simon Peter climbed aboard and dragged
the net ashore. It was full of large fish, 153, but even with so many the net was not torn. [12] Jesus said to them, "Come and have
breakfast." None of the disciples dared ask him, "Who are you?" They knew it was the Lord. [13] Jesus came, took the bread and
gave it to them, and did the same with the fish. [14] This was now the third time Jesus appeared to his disciples after he was raised
from the dead.

DO YOU LOVE ME? ~ John 21:15-25

[15] When they had finished eating, Jesus said to Simon Peter, "Simon son of John, do you truly love me more than these?" "Yes,
Lord," he said, "you know that | love you." Jesus said, "Feed my lambs."

Matthew 26:31-35 Then Jesus told them, "This very night you will all fall away on account of me, for it is
written: "'l will strike the shepherd, and the sheep of the flock will be scattered.' [32] But after | have risen,
| will go ahead of you into Galilee." [33] Peter replied, "Even if all fall away on account of you, | never
will." [34] "l tell you the truth," Jesus answered, "this very night, before the rooster crows, you will disown
me three times." [35] But Peter declared, "Even if | have to die with you, | will NEVER disown you." And
all the other disciples said the same.

[16] Again Jesus said, "Simon son of John, do you truly love me?" He answered, "Yes, Lord, you know that | love you." Jesus said,
"Take care of my sheep." [17] The third time he said to him, "Simon son of John, do you love me?" Peter was hurt because Jesus
asked him the third time, "Do you love me?" He said, "Lord, you know all things; you know that | love you." Jesus said, "Feed my

sheep.

=»Many times we Focus on SERVING and DOING for God....
...rather than KNOWING and LOVING God

=» Serving Jesus should flow out KNOWING and Loving the Lord

[18] I tell you the truth, when you were younger you dressed yourself and went where you wanted; but when you are old you will
stretch out your hands, and someone else will dress you and lead you where you do not want to go." [19] Jesus said this to indicate
the kind of death by which Peter would glorify God. Then he said to him, "Follow me!" [20] Peter turned and saw that the disciple
whom Jesus loved was following them. (This was the one who had leaned back against Jesus at the supper and had said, "Lord,
who is going to betray you?") [21] When Peter saw him, he asked, "Lord, what about him?" [22] Jesus answered, "If | want him to
remain alive until | return, what is that to you? You must follow me." [23] Because of this, the rumor spread among the brothers that
this disciple would not die. But Jesus did not say that he would not die; he only said, "If | want him to remain alive until | return, what
is that to you?" [24] This is the disciple who testifies to these things and who wrote them down. We know that his testimony is true.
[25] Jesus did many other things as well. If every one of them were written down, | suppose that even the whole world would not
have room for the books that would be written.




APPLICATION

AFTER PETER HAD DENIED THE LORD HE...
» RECOGNIZED his actions as Sin
» REPENTED of his words and actions
» RETURNED to follow Jesus

APPLICATION

TAKE AWAY??

THE DISCIPLES HAD TO....

> LAY DOWN their own plans and ideas
> ACCEPT God’s Plan

> FOLLOW Him

LESSONS ALONG THE WAY...

» OUR plans were Not always GOD’S plans

» Shattered Dreams are one way God Teaches us Total Dependence
» WHERE we Serve is Not as Important as WHO we Serve

» SERVING is no substitute for KNOWING the Lord



